Beiifep, mony4uB JOCTYII K apxuBaM 3Be31bl CMepPTH, XKagHO U3ydall TeHeTu4eCKue NaHHble. Bomoch
Jleu, CIIOBHO parolieHHas PeIuKBUs, JieXKally epen HUM, U OH, C MaHHaKaJIbHOU TOYHOCTEIO,
cpasuuBan ux ¢ [IHK ITagme. EMy Heo6xomuMo OblI0 3HATH, OblIa v Jles maogoM uXx JTi00BY, U
IIOJITBEPAUTH 9TO C abCOMIOTHOM yBEPEeHHOCThI0. Cepflle, ©30MTOE rogamMu 00/IM U CTPafaHus,
3aTpereTano OT PafioCTH, KOTHa Ha 9KpaHe 3acusia Hafamnuch: «CoBnageHue». Jles Obla Jo4ephio
[Tagme. Cura, CJI0BHO OTKJIMKHYBIINCH Ha €r0 YYBCTBA, 3aryfelia B ero Xujax, HaloJIHASI ero
papmocThio ¥ BocToproM. 3ateM Betimep ckpectun [JHK Jleu co cBoeit. Ho Temeps eMy HY2KHO OBITIO
IEUCTBOBATh C OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO. [IOCTYII K ero TeHeTUYeCKOMY KOAy UMeJIi TOIbKO OH u MmmepaTop.
JI:0601, KTO IOTBITAJICS OBl IPOHUKHYTH B 3TOT TaWHBIM apxuB 0e3 Kofa, OblsT 00peyeH Ha CMEPTh.
Beiimep 3Han Kkox Hau3ycTh. OH BBEJI €ro, U cucTeMa Hadasa cpaBHuBaTh ero [IHK ¢ THK Jlen.
BpeMs TSHYIOCH HEBBIHOCUMO HOIT0. JIOPH CUTXOB efiBa CAep2KUBaJl B3PEIB aMouuii. HakoHers,
pe3ynbTaT MOSBUIICS Ha 3KpaHe: «MmeanbHoe coBnapmeHue». Jles Oblna ero gouepbto. OHa xKuia!
[TagMme, ero Bo3mo0IeHHAs, poauia uM O61u3HeroB! Bo3aM0OXKHO, OHA ycIiena gaTh UM UMeHa mepen
CMEpPTHIO... €CJIX OHa yMepJa. Belinep He 3Has, BbeKuia 11 [Tagme npu pomax. 1o ero ceegenusM,
oHa OBlJTa 2KMBA, HO IXKefau CKPBIBAIU ee, Kak U 01u3HeIoB. brina i oHa 0e3 co3HaHusa? B kome?
MoxeT, ee gepkKaiu B MeIUIIMHCKOU KalCyJie, Kak IIOCJIeHIOI0 KapTy B CBOeH Urpe npoTtus Hero? B
roJyioBe Beiilepa pPOXIKCh MBICIIH, CIIOBHO IIMeNH B yibe. EMy Hy2KHO ObIIO BpeMsi, YTOOBI OCMBICIIUTh
3Ty HOBOCTB, YTOOH IPUHSATH pelenne. Ecnu MMmepaTop y3HaAET 0 ero TailHe, OH IIPUKaXKeT eMy
npuBecTH JIelo K HeMy. A ero ChlHa OH, He 3aAyMbIBasiCh, YHUUTOXKHT 3a TO, UTO TOT u36past myTh
nxenas.OTOPOCUB 3TH MpavyHbIe MBICTH, Belilep YHUUTOXKUII BCe CIEbl CBOETO IIPUCYTCTBUS B
cucteme. Hukro, maxe MMmeparTop, He HOKeH ObLT y3HATH O €r0 OTKPHITUU. OH MMOKUHYII
nabopaTopHio, HallPaBUBILKCH B CBOX ITOKOHM, YTOOHI IPUBECTH B MOPSIOK MBICIIH, II0Ka 9MOLKAN HE
3axJIECTHYIIH €ro C TojioBoi. — Jlopa Beimep! — pa3mancs ronoc I'paun Modda TapkuHa. Belimep
OCTaHOBUJICI ¥ MIOBEPHYJICA K CKIIM3KOMY 4elloBeKy.— B uem meno, Tapkun? 4 ceridyac 3aHAT
BaXXHBIM [€JI0M, — IIpopbIYaj Bengep, XMyphiu B3I TapKuHa He CXOAUII C er0 CKEJIEeTHOTO JIALIA.
— Boree BaxXHBIM, YeM y3HATh Y IIPUHIIECCH MECTOII0I0XKeHHe 6a3bl IIOBCTaHIeB? MK HaUTH IIJTaHBL
3Be3nnl CmepTu? — crnpocui TapkuH, CJI0BHO o6paliasich K OMHOMY U3 CBOMX HU3ILIUX
OJYMHEHHBIX.— §1 y2Ke HONpOCU IPUHIIECCY, — OTBETUT Belifep, UTHOPUPYS MBICIH O TOM, KaK OBl
OH TIOCTYTIHUJ C COOCTBEHHHIM PeOEeHKOM, ecyii OBl He 3Han npaBabl. — M? — copocun TapkuH,
CKpeCTUB PYKU B OXKHaHUM O0TBeTa. — M ee CONPOTUBIEHNE APOUAY-003HaBaTeI0 U 30HAY pa3yMa,
KOTOPHIU 5 Ha Hee BHIMYCTHUJII, ObIIIO 3HAUUTEIbHBIM. [lake BlledaT/sionel, — oTBeTUN Beligep, a
TapKuH HaxMypuics eile 6osnbiire. — M30aBbTe MEHSI OT BOCXBAJIEHUSI CUJIBI 9TOM XKEHITUHE, Belimep.
OHa moBCTaHel], ¥ 51 He TIOTEPILUII0 HeyBaxKeHUs K Hel Ha MoeM 60eBOM IIOCTY, — BeIpyTazcs TapKuH,
u Beliep ckpecTumn pyku nepen co6oii.— Bamra 6oeBasi cTaHuus? 3To 60eBas cTaHIus MMmepaTopa,
Tapkun. He 3a6biBali 00 9TOM, — cKa3as Belnep, UCIOIb3ys MpeaocTaBleHHbN TapKUHBIM IIaHC
oTBJIeuYbCs OT Jleu. — f mpekpacHoO 3Haw 310, Bermep. { Takke 3Halo, 4YTO, HAXOLACH HA 3TOU
CTaHIIMY, BH OJUYUHSIETECH MHE, U 51 He IPpUMY OJIM3KO0 K CEpAIY Ballle HEIIOBUHOBEHHE, — OTBETHUII
TapkuH, Ipexpae 4yeM pyKa Beliepa oka3anach Ha €ro ropjie u JIeTKO IIOfHSIa MyKUUHY C 3€MJIH. —
4 He moguyuHSIOCh BaM, TapKuH. BBl TPOCTO OTBeYaeTe 3a 3Ty CTAHIMIO U CJIEJUTE 3a TeM, UYTOOH OHa
Oblya TOTOBa K TOMYy MOMEHTY, Korfma MMmepaTop ogHaxX el MpuOyAeT, 4YTOOL MPUHSATEL Ha cebst
KOMaHoBaHHe. YTO KacaeTcs MOero Ha3HauyeHHs Ha 3Ty CTaHIKI0, TO MMmepaTop Xo4eT yOemuThes,
YTO y BaC He BO3SHUKHET HUKaKUX CTPAHHBIX UMEeH 110 II0BOAY Y3ypIalyu ero BjlacTu U
MCII0/Ih30BaHMs ero 00eBOii CTaHIIMK ITPOTUB HETO, — CKa3asl Belifiep, OTIIBHIPHYB YeJioBeKa B
KOPUZIOP ¥ HacjaXOasch TeM, KaK TOT CKOJIb3UT, II0Ka He Bpe3aeTCs B CTEHY I03agu Hero.— Th
CMeeIlb IOOHUMATh Ha MeHs pyKy?! 4 pacckaxy WmMnepaTopy 00 aTom Belinepe! — npurposun
TapkuH, 1 Beliep 3a1maras K HeMy, II0Ka ero BO3BHIIIAIOIIasICSI GUrypa He oKa3anach Hajl
4yesi0BeKOM. — Bo 4To OBl TO HU CTasio cooburuTe uMmepaTopy o6 atom rydepuaTope. 9 ¢
YIOBOJIbCTBUEM BHICIIYIIIAIO Balll 00BbSICHEHUS, KaK BBl ITBITAJIMCh KOMAHOOBATh MHOM, CIIOBHO BH CaM
VimmnepaTop. Kak BBl cyuTanu, 4To 3Ta 00eBasi CTaHIMS IIPUHAJJIEXKUT BaM U TOILKO BaM. Kak BEI
Ha3bIBAJIU €e CBoel 00eBOU CTAHIMEeH BMECTO TOT0, YTOOLI HAa3kIBaTh ee 00eBOU CTaHIIMEH
HwMmepaTopa, — NpUrpo3uil Belimep B OTBET U yBUOEI, KaK MOOIEIHENIO OT CTPaxa JUI0 TapKuHa,



OCO3HAaBIIIETO, YTO 3TOT BOMPOC OyaeT MOOHST, YTOOLI 3aCTaBUTL MIMIlepaTopa YCOMHUTHLCS B
nosinbHOCTU ['pang Modda. YIoBIeTBOPEHHEIM TEM, UTO YHUIUTELHBIN OIBIT MYKYHUHBI 3aCTaBUI
€ro OTCTynuTh, Belimep octaBuin Benukoro Modda pasMBIIUIATE O CBOEM MOJI0KEHUU U HAIIPaBUIICS
B CBOIO MeOUTALMOHHYI0 Kamepy. Korma oH go6parncs mo Hee, Cuia BOPYT CIOBHO 0Xuja, Kak 6yaTo
MOJIKHO OBIIIO TPOU30UTH KaKoe-To COOBITHE, U Belimepy cTano nHTepecHo, 4yTo Cuila IPUTOTOBUIA
Omns Hero. — JlaBHO He BUENNUCh, DJHAKWH, — Pa3fa’lics ToJIoC YeloBeKa, KOToporo Beugep He
CTIBIIIANI C CAMOTO AeTcTBa. MacTtep-mxkenay Keaii-I'on [I:kuHH.— He MOXeT ObITh, — IPOIIENTa
Beiimep, moBopayXBasiCh TUIIOM K UCTOUHUKY T0JI0Ca, ¥ YBUOEII, UTO Iepe[ HUM CTOUT IIPU3pPakK
MacTepa-gxenas.— [Jaxe mocie BCET0, YTO THI BUAEN U ITePeXKUJI B XKU3HHU, MOE BHE3aITHOE
IIPUCYTCTBUE 37[eCh yIUBseT Te0s1, — cKa3as KBali-['0H ¢ HOTKOIi Becellbs, a Belifiep MOTpsiCEHHO
yCTaBUJICA Ha AyXa, XOTA ¥ KUBHYJ I'0jIoBoM.— Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO? — cupocun Beiinep, u Ksau-I'on
yneIOHYyICS eMy. — EcTb MHOTO (hopMm GeccMmepTusi, DHaKUH. K coxXKaneHnIo, HEKOTOPhIe U3 HUX
MOZKHO IT03HATh TOJIBKO II0CJIe CMEPTH, KaK 9TO HU MapafoKcaabHO, — OTBeTUI KBau-I'0oH, mpoxons
MuMO Belifepa, 4TOOH IOJTy4llle paCCMOTPETh IIOKOU JIOPAa CUTX0B.— [ToueMy THI 3ech? —
OCTOPOZKHO cIipocun Belifiep, HefoyMeBasi, I0YeMy HeKOrfia BeJIMKUI MacTep-axkKenai okasasucs
3nechk.— UYToOw TOMOYL Tebe, DHaKUH. YTOOH 1TOMOYL Tebe CTaTh TeM, KEM THI ORI [0 CUX IIOP.—
YenoBekoM, KOTOPOTO, [0 MHEHUIO TBOEU JOYEPHU, BCE €llle CYIIeCTBYeT. A g Beplo, 4YTO OH ellle
cymecTByeT, — oTBeTun KBali-['oH, 0TBOMS B3TIsAA OT Beiepa.— Kak Tl MOXKeIllb BEPUTH B MEHS,
KBaii-I'ou? Ilocne Bcero, 4To 1 coenan ¢ ['anakTukou. Kak Tel MOXKeIllb BEPUTh B MEHS IIOCJIE BCETO,
YTO S CHejlal BO UM CUTXOB? — crpocu Beupep, a KBau-I'oH B3gOXHYJI 4 IOCMOTPEST Ha HETO C
couyBCTBUEM.— [I0TOMY 4TO 51 BUXKY CBET B TBOEM cepflle, JHaKUH. Kak Obl HU cTapascs
ViMmepaTop, Thl COXpaHUI YaCTUUKy OHaKnHa CKallyokepa U ITOXOPOHUI ee TITy00KO BO ThMe,
KoTopo Ovin [TapT Belimep. 4 Obl moTepsina HageXAay, eciau OBl BH IIBITAJIA CBOIO 0Yb, Y3HAB O €€
OMOIOTHYECKOH CBSI3U C BaMU. 4 OBl OTEPsiia HafleXk Ay, ecyid OBl BbI He 3a00THUIIMCh O CBOEM CHIHE. £
OBl TOTePsiNia Hafgexkay, eciu Obl ¥ Bac ObIIM MBIC/IM IIPEBPATUThL OOHOTO M3 HUX UK 060X B JIopmoB
cutx0oB. Ho BEI 9TOT0 HE chaenany. Hu pa3y Balld MBICTIA He 3aTPOHYJIM TEMHBIE UIEU UIIH TIJIaHHI B
OTHOIIIEHWY HUX, BBl [YMAJId TOJIHKO O TOM, YTO 3aCTaBIIsieT HAC MPUHATH CBET. Tkl OeCroKouscs oo
nx 6e301aCHOCTH, XOTeJI uX 00BU, a TIaBHOE — AyMall O KeHIIWHE, KOTOPYIO U ceiidac To0UIIIb,
HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO TBOW YUUTENb ITEITAETCS BEIYEPKHYTh €€ U3 TBOETO Ccepflla, — O0TBeTun Kpau-
I'oH, oTBOAS B3rIAA OT Belifepa, caenaBIIero HECKOJIbKO IaroB. MacTep-axKenan MOHI, KaKOu
BOIIPOC TOT XO4eT ceiuac 3amaTh.— Ckaxu MHe, KBaii-['0H... 3T0 g youn ITagme, Kak cKasan
VimmepaTop? YTo B THEBe M3-3a CITyUMBIIETocs... g yOumn ee? — crnpocun Betinep, Ho KBaii-T'on
npoMondain.— Yto roBoput Tebe TBoe cepple? — crupocun Keaii-I'oH, u Belifiep moBepHYyCs, YTOOHI
IIOCMOTPETH Ha [IyXa, KOTOPHIA HE MOT OTBETUTDL €My HM «Jla», HU «HET».— f He 3Hal0, BO UTO BEPUTh.
Ho teneps T — ayx Cunel. Tel MOXKelllb paccka3aTh MHe. { gonxkeH 3HaTh! [ToxkanyiicTta, MacTep
Kgaii-T'on! Ckaxure MHe npaBny! 3to s youn [Tagme?! d youn cBoio xkeHy?! — mpocun Beiifep, B ero
royjoce 3By4aso oryasuue, u Ksau-I'on B3goxuyn.— Het. He Hanpsmyo. HecMoTps Ha TBOM
mercTBus Ha MycTadape, Ku3Hb [Tagme obopBanach He U3-3a 9TOro, — oTBeTHNI KBaii-I'oH, u Belinep
cJerKa MONIATHIICS, IOYyBCTBOBaB 06JieryeHue: ObIJIO BUAHO, YTO CJIOBA [XKefas CHSIM TPy3 C IieY
JIopfa CUTX0B.— Torma 4To ke mpousoinio? YTo o6opBao ee xku3Hb? HaBepHsIKa MeOUIIMHCKAS
TeXHUKa B O0IbHUIE, KyIOa ee HOCTaBUIHU, OblIa JOCTATOYHO Pa3BUTA, YTOOB OCTAHOBUTD 3T0?! —
cupocun Beupep, u KBani-I'on mokadan romoBoi.— [la, 9HaKWH, HO THI JOIKEH IIOHMMAaTh, 4To [Tagme
Obla oueHsb ciaba mocye pofoB 6JIM3HEI0B, ¥ CTPECC, BEI3BAHHBIN CITyYMBIIMMCS, TIPUBETT K
YXYOIUIEHUIO ee 300pOBbs. Takoe pefgKo, HO ClIy4aeTcs, KOTrfa XeHIIMHa POoXKaeT, U faxke
MeIUIIMHCKas HayKa, KOTOPOM pacIiojaraiy jgevalnue Bpauu [lagMe, He cMoriia OB BOBpeMs ee
CIlacTu. JTO MpaBaa, DHaKuH, — o0TBeTUn KBaii-['0H, u Beiiep Mo4yBCTBOBAJ, UTO CEPALE €ro
IIEMUT, HO B TO XK€ BpPeMs OH OILIYTUJ PafoCTh OT OCO3HAHUS TOTO, UYTO B €€ CMEPTHU HET €r0 BUHEI, 1
TS2K€eCTb MOKKUHYJIa ero.— Ha 4To 310 nmoxoxe? Ha Tou ctopoHe? — crpocun Beupep, u Ksaii-I'oH
yneIOHyICS eMy.— He Bce Tak Iy10x0, Kak BH gymaeTe. TBosi MaMa u ITagme 3meck. OHM CKy4aloT 110
Tebe. OHU Bce elnle m00AT Te0sI, HECMOTPS HU Ha YTO, — OTBeTua KBaii-I'0H ¥ MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KakK TOT
B3IPOTHYJI IO MacKou.— f HemOCTOWH uX JI00BU, — MpoIIenTaln Belimep, 0TBOpaunBasich OT



MacTepa-gxkenasi, a Ksa-I'oH mokaydan ronoBoi.— Trl omubaenibesi, JHaKuH. Tl gocTouH. TOT GakKT,
YTO TH HE IPUYUHUITI Bpefa Jlee, moKa3wlBaeT 9TO. A TO, YTO THl XOUEIllb 3alUTUTh BCIO CBOI0 CEMbIO
ot UMmnepatopa u ero UMmnepuu, fokKa3bslBaeT 3T0, — Bo3pa3ui Ksaii-I'oH, u Belifgepy cTasno He [0
ontuMu3Ma.— Kak MHe Bce ucnpaBuTh? Kak MHe 3alllUTUTD TO, YTO OCTAIOCh OT MOEX CeMbHu? —
cmpainuBan Beilifiep, pacxaxuBasi 110 KOMHaTe U repedupas B yMe UMeHa, MeCTa, areHTOB U IIJIaHETH
C COTHSIMH THICSIY KOHTAKTOB IO BCel ['amakTuKe, KOTOPBIE OH CO3[aJl 3a ITOCIeqHUe ABafalaTh JIeT.—
Brl MokeTe HavaTh C IPeOTBPallleHUs pa3pylleHus AnbaepanHa. f 3Halo, YTO BH He NmobuTe beiina
Oprasny 3a TO, 4TO OH Aepxkai Jlero B HEBEOeHUU O TOM, YTO BEI €€ OTEll, HO BCA IIJIaHEeTa He JOJIKHa
CTpafaTh u3-3a ero merncTBuii. Kpome Toro, JIeo TaM o4eHb JII00ST, M IOTEPSITh ee TaKUM 00pa3oM
o110 OB TYOUTENTHEHO, — OTBeTHI KBali-I'0oH, 4yBCTBYS HENpPUs3Hb Beilifilepa K upee CliaceHUus
IIJIAHETEI OT y'HI/IT-ITO}KeHI/IH, 1 BCe 2XKe IIOHUMad, 4TO HOpJZ[ CUTXOB ITIOCTEIIEHHO CKJIOHAETCA K STOMy.
XoTs Obl pagu Jleu.
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