Beiimep ornsgen mog3eMHy0 KOMHATY. [JoM, KOTOPHIM OH IIPUBE3 C CO00, ObLI HE CITUIIKOM
00IbIIMM, HO 3[eCh Y Hero Oblla CBOSI KOMHATa At MeguTaiui. On Benen [IMu 1 OHaKUHY He
OECIIOKOUTE €T0 3MEeCh.

Cuna 6ombire He OygeT yKa3elBaTh €My, 4TO AefiaTh. OH caM [0/KeH OBbIT OHSATH, UTO JIyYllle OIS eTo
HOBOY ceMbu. Ho 9T0 OBUIO TPYZOHO, TaK TPyAHO. OH HUYEro He 3HaJl 0 TOM, KaK CTaTh OTLOM. B
IIPOIIJIOM Y HEr0 3TO y2KaCHO MOJIy4asocCh.

[TouyBCTBOBaB B TPy[U UCKPY MMaHUKHU, Belinep celn u CIOKOWHO B3HoxHYN. OH 3Hall, 4TO €CJIA X04YeT
IPUHSTE PellleHre, TO CHavasla JOJIXKeH pa300paThCs CO CBOMM IPOIIIIBIM.

JIIOK He 3HAJl 9TOTO0 - ¥ HUKOTZla He y3HaeT, - HO OH Y3HaJl B IpuHIlecce Jlee CBOIO XKeHY C IEPBOT0 XKe
MTHOBEHUs, KaK TOIbKO yBUfen ee. OH y3Hal ee Ha TOM CaMOU ITIepBOM BCTpede B CeHaTe U MOHST,
yTo Cuguyc conran emy. Ho oH HU4Yero He cKa3aJll, He B CUJIaxX BEIUTHU M3 CBOEH POJIU, HE B CUJIAX
6opoThcs ¢ iMmiepaTopoM ¥ B KaKOU-TO CTEIIeHH He Kejas 9Toro. Ero mous Obla Tak 1oxoxa Ha
[Tagme, mernasi Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH 3aIlIUTUTh 6€30IIacHOCThL ¥ CBOOOMY cBoero Hapopa B CeHare,
KOTOPHIN ObLT He Gosee ueM mrapamoi. OHa BHITJISIAENa JOBOJIbHOM CBOEH XXKU3HbBIO, U Beliepa 3To
ycTpauBano. [Ioka 0OH He y3HaJI, YTO OHA COTPYAHUYAET C IIOBCTAHIAMH.

CnnplmaTh 3TO OBIJIO TIOYTH TaK ke 00JIbHO, KaK IMpefaTelbcTBO [TafiMe, KOrma OHa IpHUBeJia K HeMy
O6u-Bana, 4yT00B YOUTD €T0 - TOJTHKO OHA 9TOT0 He [ieflaja, He 3Hajla, ¥ MO3TOMY OH [IBAXK[Ibl U
TPUKOBI IIPOBEPUJI, HO HE MOT [OJIT0 OTPHUIATh GaKTH. M Bce ke oHa Obljla €r0 MoYephio, ¥ OH CHOBA
¥ CHOBA IT03BOJISITI i cOeraTh, IIO3BOJISAT €M MPUAYMEIBaTh HEyOeIUTeIbHEIE OIIPaBIaHus U UCTOPUH,
yTOOB OTBECTH OT Hee MOMNO3PEHUS KaK MOXKHO JoJIbine. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BOCCTaHKe OBII0 He Ooree
YeM HENpPUSITHOCTLIO, HE IPECTABISAIONIEN peaabHON Yrpo3sl mist Mmmnepuu.

Betinep HUKOTHA He 0go0psis uaeio co3nanusi 60eBOM CTAHIIMHU, CITIOCOOHOM B30PBATh IIEYIO MIJIAHETY.
OH BO3rN1aBNIAI UMIEPCKUM ¢G0T, 1 3Be3na CMepTH IOKa3ajaach eMy IONBITKOW 3aMeHUTh ero. OH
ObLT OCKOpOJIEH - Y KaXKI0W MallliHBI eCTh cJlaboe MecTo, crioco0 B MTHOBEHHKE OKa cjioMath ee. Kak
MOTJIa 9Ta CTAHIUS, KaKo¥ OBl BIeYaT/ISIONIeH HY ObljIa ee OrHeBas MOIIb, KOTIa-ITu00 IPUOIU3UThCS
K Moty Cunel? To, 4TO OH OTBeYaJ 3a 3alllUTy 3TOM CTAHIIKMU, pa3mpaxaso ero o kpainoctu. Korma
TIJIaHbI OBITM YKPAeHbl, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI ITOYTH 00erdyeHrie. BoT TOJBKO OHU OOCTAIUCh €T0
IoYepHu, ¥ OH HUKAK He MOT OTIIYCTHUTD ee II0CJie 3TOro, He naB MMrepaTopy y3HaTh, KTO OHa TaKasi.
C Toro mHS HYU OJIs1 KOTO He OBIJI0O CEKPETOM, YTO OHa MITeXHHUIa. IMEHHO II03TOMY OH...
IepernporpaMMHUpPOBAll ee.

OOBIYHO OH He [iefiajl Hu4ero nogo0Horo. ITo OB MI0OUMBIN HHCTPYMEeHT Cuauyca, YTOOB!
yOemuThCS, YTO BCE €T0 KpaCHOTBapAEHIlkl, JECHUIIE U naxke Bemukue Moddsr BemyT cebst xopotrio,
HO Befimep Bcerpa mpeamounTan nogdupaTh cebe KOMaHAy 110 IPUHIUITY BEPHOCTH. MiHOTIa 0H
oOpallaj MOBCTAHIIEB B INMKOHA, HO HUKOTA He IOCTYIIa TaK C TeMHU, KTO eMy HpaBuics. Hy, uiu
HACTOJIPKO, HACKOJIbKO 9TO BOOOIIE BO3MOIKHO [IJIsT CHTXA.

Oun myuwun Jleto, ocabum ee Telo U HUYETro He caenal, Korga TapKyuH B30pBasl AnbiepaaH, YTOOH
0cnabuTh ee SMOIMOHAJIBLHO, TI0Ka y Hee He 0CTanoch abCOMI0THO HUKAKKUX 3alUTHHIX CUI. Torma oH
BOIIIETI B €€ Pa3yM U CTaJl KOIMAThCS B €e BOCTIOMHHaHuAX. CHAvyasia OH IIBITAJICS HAHUTH YTO-TO, YTO
I03BOJIKJIO OBl eMy 00paTuTh ee. OHa Oblna CTUIIKOM CTapa, YToOs 00y4aTth ee Cume, HO He



6ecromorrHa. Ho ee cepatie OBIJIO TAKUM YHCTHIM, TAKUM ITOX0KHUM Ha [lafiMe, ¥ OH 3HaJ, YTO, ECIIH
3axo4yeT 00paTUTh ee, eMy IPUAETCS YVHUUTOKUTh BCIO e JIMYHOCTD, a OH He MOT 3TOT0 CHeJIaTh.
BMmecTo 3TOT0 OH 3a/I0KU B €€ TOJIOBY HECKOJIbKO uaen. OH MOAEeNuIICs ¢ Hell HEKOTOPEIMU CBOMMU
3HAHUSAMH, YCUJIUJTI ee TIPUPOLHEIE TUAEePCKUe KayeCTBa, BHYILNUII el CUJIbHBIN CTpax Iepeq 3Be3n0u
CwMmeptu, 4TOOH OHa HUKOTZA He TIhITajlach BEPHYThCS Ha Hee ¢ 6e3yMHOM Muccuei. OH BHanbIuBal B
ee TOJIOBY KpOIlleYHble KyCOUKH WH(POpPMaInH, IaHbl CTPOUTENIbCTBA, KaPThl U UMIIEPCKYIO
cTpaTeruto. He HaCTOIbKO, YTOOH MCIIOIL30BATh UX B 0010, HO IOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOHI BEITYTATLCS U3
cnoxHo# cutyaruu. OH 3HaJI, 4YTO OHA Oy[IeT UCII0Ih30BaTh €r0 B MHTEPEecax IOBCTAHIIEB, YTO OH
maeT Bpary MoiHoe opyxkue. OH Bce elre OBl IIOJIOH PEIIMMOCTY YHUYTOXKHUTD ITOBCTAHIIEB, HO Jles,
OH XOTeJI, 4TOOLI OHA CMOrJjia cOexXaTh.

A moToMm mostBuICS JIIOK, CyIIeCTBOBaHHE KOTOPOTO CTAJI0 HEOKUIAHHOCTHIO JaxKke IJIsT Hero camoro,
¥ Y Hero ImosIBUJIach HOBas Hamexkma. JIIok Ob 00y4YeH Kak [axkemay (TOJIBKO [T033Ke OH y3HaJ, Kak
MaJIo 3T0 OBIJIO), TaK YTO, BOSMOXKHO, OH IEICTBUTEILHO OKAXKEeTCS JOCTATOYHO CHJIBHBIM, YTOORI
BCTaTh Ha ero CTOPoHY. Ecu ero moys Oblyia IoxX0xka Ha IlafiMe, TO, MOXKET ObITh, €ro ChIH 60JIbliIe
II0X0XK Ha Hero? B KakKoi-To cTemeHu OH UM ¥ ObUI. OH OBLI OTJIMYHEIM ITHI0TOM, XKaXKIasl
IPUKTIOUEHUH 1 JaXkKe BeIMYHs U JII0OU CBOI ceMbio. Ero HUKOrma He o0y4anu mKemaniCKoMy
HCKYCCTBY, ¥ BCe XK€ OH OBIJL... YIIOUTENIBHO. .. CBETIIBIM.

Ha6miogast 3a TeM, KakK ero ChIHa IBITAIOT J0 CMEPTH, OH IOHSII, YTO JI10K CIToco0eH 0CBOOOIUTHCS,
crioco0eH BHIOpaThCS KUBLIM - HO TOJIBKO €CJIU HCII0Ih3yeT TEMHYIO CTOPOHY. Belimep oTaan Okl CBOIO
JKW3Hb, TT03BOIHII OBl JIIOKY YOUTE €r0 ¥ 3aHSITh €T0 MECTO, eCjid Obl TOJTbKO TakK CUINYC OCTABHUII €T0
B XXUBBIX. Ho JII0K OTKA3kIBAJICS 3TO chenaTh. ETo ChIH cKopee yMpeT, 4eM 00paTUTCS, KaK 3TO OBIIO
Ha becnuae. Ha MrHOBeHHE 3TO 03a4a4yuiIoO €r0, IOKa OH He BCIIOMHUJI BpeMeHa CBOeH I0HOCTH,
KOTZla OH TOxe Tak ayMai. OH cmpammuBa cebsi, 3aueM KOMY-TO OTAaBaTh HEOTPAaHUYEHHYIO BJIACTh U
II03BOJIATH CBOEMY pPa3yMy U TeJIy IPOCTO pa3pyiiaThcs 6e3 60ph0bl. [I0TOM OH OTJITHYJICS Ha CBOIO
JKM3Hb B TEMHOTE, Ha Y2KaCHYI0 00J1b, KOTOPYIO €3KeOHEBHO MCIILITEIBAJ OT IOJIyYeHHBIX PaHEHUH, Ha
KPUKHU ¥ KPOBb, KOTOPHIE CHUJIUCh €My, ¥ Ha pa30yapoBaHUe, KOTAa OH MOHSJ, YTO ero AeTH He XOTST
UMeTh C HUM HU4ero o01mero. BHe3amHo OH CIIUIIIKOM XOPOIIIO TOHS, ToueMy JIIOK Ipeamnoyden
yMepeTh, a He CTaTh TaKKAM, KaK OH.

Korpga on cxBatun Cupuyca, 4To06s COPOCUTE €ro B maxTy audTa, OH He gymas o0 3ToM. Ecniu 0wl oH
nmomymaj, JIoOpa CUTXOB YIOBUIT OBl 3Ty MBICIL YEPEe3 UX CBSI3b M YOUII OBl €T0 elre I0 TOTO, KaK OH
npubnusuics. Ho oH yxe Obl1 67IM3K0, CTOSII COBCEM psimoM, 1 Cuuuyc He 0XKufas 9Toro. Beimep
OBLIT TOTPSICEH CBOMM IIOCTYIIKOM He MEHbIIIe, Y4eM OH caM. M Bce Xe, maxe yMHpasi, OH He MOT
3aCTaBUTh ce0s1 MoxKaneTb 0 cBoeM BriOope. [la, OH ocTaBui ChiHa ogHOTo. OH OB TaK citald, ¥ Temnepb
Vimmepust morpy3uTcs B Xxaoc. CUONYC HUKOTIa He MO3BOJISI COBETHHKAM MJIM CeHATOpaM
CTQHOBUTHCSI CEPHE3HBIMU COTJIAIIATEISIME, TaK YTO Y IIOBCTAHIIEB OBIIM BCE ITAHCHI 3aXBATUTh
BN1acThb. EC/iM OHM 3TO cHenaioT, MMIepus HayHeT cpaXKaThCs. JII0K U paHblile cpaXasCs C
TIOBCTAHIIAMH, HO, TI0 ITPaBIe TOBOPS, 3TO OblIa XKajKas TPYINKa, He Oonee yeMm nmomexa. OHM
HUKOTTIa He IBEITAJUCh CAeNIaTh YTO-TO OOblIee, YeM YHUUTOXKEHNE UMIIEPCKOTO OPYXKUS U
0CBOOOK[IeHNE TIJIEHHBIX. Y HUX He OBIJI0O HU OOHOM IJIaHEeTHl, KOTopasi MoAmepkKuBaia Obl BX OTKPHITO
(AnmpmepaaH ToXKe MJIAHUPOBAJ, HO...), © UM IIPUXOOUIOCH MPSITAThCst BO BHemrHeM Konblie. Eciiu oHu
3axBaTST BJIACTh, HAYHETCS rpaXkaaHCKas BOMHA, 0 KOTOpoi CHOuyC BCerma mpeaynpexkaan ero. Y
€ro ChIHA Brepeay ObUIH [eCSITUIETHS BOMHEI, B MECITh Pa3 Xy/lLlel, 4yeM Te ClTydalHble
IPUKITIOYEHHUS, B KOTOPEIE OH MOmafai. XoT ObT HUYTO 10 CPABHEHHUIO C TEM, YTO €T0 0KHUMIAJO.

U Bce ke Belifep He moxases, MOTOMY 49TO, XOTs JIfoK u Ob11 c1ab B 6010, OH GBI TaK CUJIEH



cepaueM. Jlopn cuTXoB Bcerfa OymeT cuibHee MacTepa AXKe[aes, IOTOMY UYTO TeMHas CTOPOHa faeT
OOHOMY YeJIOBEKY CHUIY, IIPEBHIIIAIONIYI0 ECTECTBEHHYI0. M BCe XKe CUTXOB BCET/Ia MOTJIO OBITh TOJIBKO
IBOe, U JaXke MeXIy HUMU IIPefaTeIbCTBO OBIJI0O HACTOJIBKO PACIIPOCTPAHEHHBIM, YTO ITPAKTUYECKU
craso Tpaguimei. [Ixkemal ke, HalTPOTUB, MOT 00BEIUHUTD CUJIHI C JTFOOBIM KOJIMYECTBOM COIO3HUKOB
¥ TeM CaMbIM IIOJHSTH CBOIO CHJIy HA HOBBIM YPOBEHb. JIOPH CUTXOB MOT CTOUTH OECSATH AKefaeB, HO
Iaxke y HeTO He OBIIO IIaHCOB MIPOTUB COTHH. [Ipy3bs JIToKa 1 ero CliocOOHOCTh PUBIIEKATh JTI0fel
Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY ITIOMOT'YT eMY B I'PSAYINEN BoWHe. Belmep OB HOBOJIEH TEM, YTO IIO3BOJIUII EMY
CpaxKkaThbCs B OMMHOYKY, IIOTOMY 4YTO 3HAM: [aXKe ecjid Obl OH OBI 2KUB, TO HE CMOT OBl IIOMOYEL EMY B
3ToM. C 9TOM MEBICIIBIO OH BIIEPBEIE TIOUYBCTBOBAJI, UTO I'OTOB OTIIYCTHUThH €TO.
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