"Kounpertrt! 4 xouy KoHbpeT!" - Kpuyan mectuneTHu MapTul [ToTTep cBoeli Mauexe. CaMaHTa
[ToTTep u3mana OONTUYM CTPafabueCcKuil B3Oox. "MapTu, g yxke 00bsicHuIa Tebe, YTO TH HEe MOXKEIb
eCTh KOH(GETHI, TT0Ka He moelns". OHa IoCcMOTpesia Ha 0eCropsioK, KOTOPhIM MapTHH YCTPOUIT Ha
CcBoeM yxuHe. Heyxkenu oHa OeUCTBUTENIBHO OXHUpana, 4yTo MapTul 310 chect? "Eciu nogymarts..." -
npo0opMoTasia OHa, IBaXKIbl XJIOTHYB B JIQ[IOIIIHU.

[TostBUIICST HOMOBOM 371b(] C TIyOOKUM MOKJIOHOM. OH NUCKHYI: "[IMHKY TOTOB CITyKUTh TOCIIOXKe".
CamaHTa npuka3sana: "[IMHKH, TPUHECHU MOJIOLOMY X035IMHY HOBYIO IOPUMIO yKUHA. M KOHbeTH Ha
Xannoyun". OHa mo6aBuia, OTCTYIIMB IIPU BUOE YMOJISIOMIKX MIEeHIYbUX T71la3 MapTrUHa, Iepeq
KOTOPHIMY OHa OblJIa COBEPIIEHHO He B CUJaX YCTOSATh. [[efICTBUTENBHO, TaKHE I'la3a LOIXKHEL ObITh
BHEe 3aKOHa, IogyMasia OHa, 3a0aBnsasack. Kaxapiii pa3, Korfa OHa IbITanach yCTAHOBUTH 3aK0OH, OOUH
YMOJISIIOIIMIM B3TJISIT 9THUX TJ1a3 - U OHa Tasiyia. A MOCKONBKY [IxkeiMc OblT 3aHAT paboTOM, HUKTO HE
MOT KPUTUKOBATh €e MeTOABl BOCIIUTAHUS. ..

Xannoyus. KanyH Bcex cBATHX, CaMaliH. 3a HECKOIBKO AHEH [0 3Toro TeMHEIN Jlopa 00BsSCHUII
Cappu Tpaguuuu BonieOHOro Xa/IlI0yrHa - 3TO IeHb IOMUHOBEHUS ycominux. OH TaKxKe IpeBelia
HACTYIIJIEHWe TeMHOTH. [loaxonsinas Houb [AJIs TOTO, YTOOR ['appu Omakasl CBOIO YMEpIIyi0 MaTh,
XOTS1 y Hero He ObIJI0 K 3TOMY oco0oro xkenanus. U nogxopsmas Houb ayis cbopuiia [ToxkupaTenein
CMEpPTH.

Cappu moHMMaJ, YTO ero OTell cobuparsncs Mpu3BaTh K cebe NMUIIh HEKOTOPHIX [TokupaTeneir cMepTu
13 CBOETr'0 OKPYKeHust. HeKoToprle U3 HUX yKe KUJK B ToMecThe: bennatpuca, Pabactan u
Poponbdyc JlecTpeitHaxK, a Takxke bapremuyc Kpayuy-mnagmmuii. [Tocneguuii, MOIOOOY YETIOBEK JIET
IOBAJIIIATH CO CBETJIO-KAIITAaHOBLEIMM BOJIOCAMHU U IOBOJIbHO KPACUBBIMHM YEPTaMHU JIUIIA, OBIIT
[IOCTaBJIEH B IOMECThE BCETO 3a HECKOJILKO MHEW [0 9TOT0, C/1alkblii, MONYONeTH ! U 0eCCBSA3HBIM.
[To3xe PabacTan paccka3san ['appH, 4To cocTosiHue bapTemuyca-mnagiiero G510 BEHI3BaHO
IJIUTEIbHEIM BO3eHCTBrEM VIMIIepryCCKOTO IIPOKISTHS, HAaJ0XKEHHOI0 Ha HEro ero CO6CTBEHHBIM
OTIIOM.

[ToTpsicennwit, [appu HemoyMeBas, KakK 0Tell MOXKeT OBITh TaK 2KECTOK K COOCTBEHHOMY CHIHY, U B TO
JKe BpeMs ITIOHMMaJl, 4TO ero popHou oTell, [[xkermMc [ToTTep, ObI1 HUYYTH He nyutie. [locne 3TOro
Cappu He MOT He MOYYBCTBOBATh POACTBa C bapTeMuycoM-MIaguM, KOTOPHIM OCTIe
BOCCTQHOBJIEHUS CBOETO (aKyIbTeTa HacTauBasl Ha TOM, YTOOLI €r0 Ha3kBaau bapTu.

"TBI CBIH MO€ETO0 X03g1Ha", - mpoxpurnesn bapTu XpunislM rojgocoM. "30Bu MeHs1 bapty, Kak oH". ['appu
coryacurcs, mocnie 4ero bapTu omapui ero cnaboil yibi0KoM, 0OCBETUBIIEN €TI0 IO 3TOTO MpavyHoe
BEIpaxkeHue nuila. Imenno 6naromapst bapTtu I'appu ceiiuac HaXOOUTCS B CBOEM HBIHEIIHEM
II0JIOKEHUY, [IpsYach B TAWHOM IIPOXOLe PSALOM C TeM MeCTOM, KOTopoe ['appu NIpUBLIK Ha3bIBATh
TpOHHHLIM 3asioM. Korga bapTu pacckasan eMy 0 moTalHOM Xofie, ['appu cpa3y IOHsJ, YTO CETORHSA
eMy IIPUIETCS MINUOHUTH 3a BCTPeUYel C OTLIOM.

BrIrnsiHyB U3 IeIn B CTEHe pa3MepoM U (HopMOY MPUMEPHO C Kupnud, ['appu HOomydus Xopoummi
0030p KoMHaTEL. CjieBa OT HEro HaXOOUJICS IIOMOCT, HA KOTOPOM CTOSIJI TPOH C BEICOKMMU CIIMHKaMHU,
BBIPE3aHHBIN U3 4ePHOro MpaMopa. Ha momy mexarn nmapkeT TEMHBIX, IIOYTH YEPHEIX TOHOB, & CTEHE
OBLIM OKJIEEHBI CTAPOMOIHBIMY, BEJINYECTBEHHBIMU 0005IMU TEMHO-3€JIEHBIX ¥ YePHBIX OTTEHKOB. C
IIOTOJIKA CBUCAJIA XPYCTAJIbHEIE JIIOCTPHL C YEPHBIMU KPUCTAJIJIaMU, a Ha CTeHaX BUCEJI0 HECKOJIbKO
ro0esieHOB, BHIIOJTHEHHEIX B TEMHBIX TOHaX. B 1enom atmochepa B KoMHaTe Oblla TOPKECTBEHHOH,



BEJIMUYECTBEHHOM U MPAYHOU.

Ero otel] y:ke HaxoOuiIcs B KOMHATe, Boccenasi Ha TpoHe B 00MaHUYMBO pacciiabnenHoi mose. Ilepen
HUM HEeTIOJTHBIM IIOJTYKPYTOM CTOSITIM IBa OAnu ['appu, ero T€TSA u bapTu, ogeThie B Y4EPHBIE MAaHTUU
[Toxxuparenel CMepTH C KamomioHaMu 1 6eble MacKu. M BOPyT orpoMHbIe AyOOBbIe IBEPU TPOHHOTO
3asta OecCIIyMHO pacClaxHyJIKCh, ¥ B IIOMeIleHre BOIIY 1B ONUHAKOBO OfeThie GUTypHl. [appu
M0O0MBITCTBOM YCTABUIICS Ha HUX, Tafasi, KTO OHU Takue. OOuH U3 HUX OBLI HEMHOT'O BHIIIE IPYTOTO,
6onee MyCKYJIHCTOTO ¥ KPYITHOT'O, XOTsI 60JIbIlle HUUEro Hellb3sl OBbITI0 pa3o0paTs.

O06e urypsl OyCTUINCh Ha KOJIEHH B HECKOJIBKMUX (yTax oT TeMHoro Jlopaa ¥ MOIOJI3NK K HEMY,
11eJTysI ITOMOJIBl €70 MaHTHHM, TP 9TOM OOpMOYa TaKKe CJI0Ba, KakK "MO¥M rocmogut" u "xo3suH". X0Ts
['appu He MOT CHbIIIaTh 3THA CJI0Ba, OH AOTaAbIBaICSA, O YeM HUAET pedb, Bedb OH MHOI'O pPa3 CJIbIIIal,
Kak ero tetd benna u gpyrue genanu To xXe camoe. ['appu nopymar, He IPULETCS JIU eMy, KOraa
IIPUAET BpeMs IPUCOETUHUTHCS K OTIY Ha COOpaHUsX, feaTh TO &Ke caMoe. XOTs 3Ta MBICIIb
II0Ka3ajlaCh eMy HeCKOJIbKO YHU3UTENIbHOM, OH TOHSJI, YTO He OyJeT Bo3paxkaTh, eC/Ii YeJIOBEKOM,
YbBI0 MAHTHIO MY NIPUAETCS 1leoBaTh, OyeT ero otell. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, paccynun 'appu, aTo Oyget
JKeCTOM YBaXKeHHS K CaMOMY MOTYIIIeCTBEHHOMY ¥ T€HUAJIbHOMY BO/IIIeOHUKY Ha CBETE.

"MopcMmopape. BctaubTe, Apy3bsa MOK". IEHUBO NIpou3HeC TeMHBIM JIopa, HaKnageiBas TeMHYyI0
MeTKy. [Tof TOTOIKOM IOSIBUJICS Yepell CO 3MeEH, Topyalleil u3o pra, ¥ ['appu Habmogan, Kak mecThb
[ToxxupaTeneil CMEPTH I'PalO3HO MOOHANNCH HAa HOTH, YAUBIIISICh, KaK UM yAajIoCh COBEPIIUTH 3TOT
TIOJIBUT, KOTHa UX KOJIEHU HaBepHsSKa 00eJId OT CTOSIHUS Ha TBEPAOM HEPEeBSTHHOM moiy. "JIoImycc,
9BaH, C Bo3BpalleHueM..." TeMHbId JIopy MIKNEN CUIIJIBEIM TOHOM. ['appy B3OPOTHYJI, YCIBILLIAB CJI0Ba
OTIIa - TOJIBKO Koraa TeMHurr JIopa 6171 0COOEHHO 3071, ero CJI0Ba IproOpeTanyd OTTEHOK 3MEUHOTO0
s3blKa. Cy[s [0 TOMy, KaK CJerka Halpsrjuch ABa HOBHIX [ToxkupaTtens cMepTH, OHU TOXKe IOHSIH, O
YEM UJET peyb.

JTronmyc Mandoit u OBaH Po3we. ['appu ciblian o HuX oT asaau Poymu. JTiommyc ObIn
HeTIPeB30iIeHHEIM ITOJIMTUKOM U 04eHb OOraThIM I'TaBoOM ceMbu Masoii, a TakKe HCKYCHBIM
JIYQJIEIHTOM, a 9BaH, I/IMeBIl[I/II‘/JI TEeCHEIE pa60q1/1e OTHOIIIEHHUA C JINJEPaMn MHOT'UX TeMHBIX Cy'IJ_IeCTB,
OB 0COOEHHO OapPEHHBIM [TEPETOBOPIIUKOM U UCKYCHBIM J03HaBaTeeM. HeyouBUTEILHO, YTO OHU
o0a BXOOUIN BO BHYTpeHHUM KPYT, KyOa MOIagaid caMble II0JIe3HEIE, OIBITHLIE U ITPeIaHHbIe
nocenoBaTeny. Tak roBopull gans Poynu.

Xots ['appu He MOT He YOUBIATHCS UX IPENaHHOCTH, YUUTHIBAS, YTO II0CJIe TafeHus OTIla OHU He
IPEeOIPUHSIN HU €UHOTO OBUKEHHUS B ero MouckKax. BugHo 65110, uTo TemHBIN JIopa myMaeT Tak
JKe, IOTOMY 4TO ero rojoc 0wl xonodeH: "[la, HoOpo moxkanoBaTh 00paTHO KO MHE, 1oOPO
II03XKAJIOBATh... IIIECTh MONTHX JIET... 9TO OBIJIO TaK AOJIT0, He Tak Ju? Y Bce xKe MHI 3[eCh,
BOCCOEIMHMINCH 110 TeMHOM MeTKOM, Kak OynTo 1 He ObsI0 BpeMeHH". HUKTO He 0CMeNuICs
OTBETHUTD, Be[Ib BOIIPOC ORI afpecoBaH He UM, U TeMHBIN Jlopa YCMeXHYIICS, Tpexkae 4eM
IIPOMOJIXKUTE: "A MOXKeT, TaK OHO ¥ eCTh? OCTAaeTCs TONMLKO rafiaTh... YeM OBITTM 3aHSTH MOUM BEPHBIE
IIOCTIEIOBATENH B IIOCTEOHKE TOHL... TaK, YTO AaXKe He IBITAIUCh MEeHS Pa3bIiCKaTh... XM, JBaH,
JTrotmyc?"

appu B3OPOTHYJ OT YTPO3bl, TPO3BydaBIe B ronoce oTia. OKaxkuUCh OH Ha MECTe 3TUX ABYX
[Toxupatenel cMepTH, OH OBl He 3HaJ, YTO OTBETUTh. OMHAKO TOT, YTO MOBHILIE, T0X0XKe, OB Oosiee
MCKYCEH B 00pallleH!y C YyTPOXKaIoIMKUMU BOIIPOCAMH, TakK KakK ORICTPO OTBETHII: "Muiopq, s



IIOCTOSTHHO OBIT HaueKy. Ecnu ObI 0T Bac OBIT XOTh KaKOW-TO 3HAK, XOTh IIETIOT O BallleM
MEeCTOHaX0XIeHuH, 1 Ob HEMeIJIEeHHO 0Ka3aJICs PSI0M C BAMM, ¥ HUYTO He MOTJI0 OBl MHE
IIOMeNaTs..."

"W Bce xke TH cOexai oT TeMHOM MEeTKH B IIPOIIJIOM TOAYy, Koraa poporas benna oTmnpaBuia ee B
He0o Ha KyOke Mupa no kBuaguuy". Temusii JIopa MOOHSICS CO CBOETO TPOHA BO BPEMS CJIOB
BBICOKOTO [loXKHUpaTesss CMepPTH U Telephb BO3BHIIIAICA Ha[, HUM B BEJINYEeCTBEHHOM CUSHUU TEMHOU
cnaBHl. "X034uH, 4..." "Kpyuuo..." npomunen TeMHbIY JIop, HallpaBUB CBOIO ITAJI0YKy Ha BEICOKOTO
[ToxupaTenss cMepTH, KOTOPBIM TYT XKe yIaa Ha [I0JI, eprasick. B TeueHne HECKOIBKUX CEKYHT OH
JIUIIH KOPYMIICS B CYAOPOTax, YTO, OOJIKHO OBITh, OBLIIO aroHuei, Ho BCKOpe ero KpUKM CTUXJIN.

['appu B3OPOTHYI OT 3TOr0 3penullia. B To BpeMs KakK KJIMHUYeCKasi, OTCTPaHeHHas 4acTh ero
CO3HaHUSA yAUBJIAIaCh CUIIBHOMY BO3IEUCTBUIO IIPOKJIATUSA U NIPA3IHO Pa3MBILIIsAjia, CMOXKET JIX OH
Hay4uThCS 3TOMY, 60JIee aMOlIMOHAJIbHAS T10JI0OBMHA OIIyTHIa TOJTUYOK CcTpaxa. Heyxesnu 3To To, 4TO
€ro oTell IoApa3yMeBall of TelleCHEIM HaKa3aHueM? Heyxenu TemHbll JIopa IPUMEHUT 3TO K
HeMmy? ['appu BepBrie yBumen TéMHoro Jlopaa Bo BCel ero Kpace, ¥ €My 0CTaBaJioCh TOJIBKO
COAPOTaThCs OT CUJIBI, UCXOOSIIEeN OT 3TOT0 YeJI0OBeKa.

Opuako 'appu He MOT He YyBCTBOBATh, UTO BEICOKUM [ToKUpaTenb CMEPTHU 3aC/IyKUII 3TO, BeOb OH HE
ObLT TONTHOCTHIO TTpenaH Temuomy Jlopay. [ToaTomy ['appu mpuiiesn K BHIBOAY, UTO €CJIHU OB €70 OTEI]
IIPUMEHUIT 9TO K HEMY, TO OH ObI IIOJTHOCTBIO 3aCTyKuUI 3T0. C 9TUM MOKHO OBITI0 CMUPHUTHCS. OTHAKO
Ha0II0maTh 3a TeM, KaK KOPYHUTCS BEICOKMY [ToKupaTeslb CMEPTH, Ka3aioCh, HPABUIIOCh KAKOU-TO
TeMHOU YacTu ['appH, ¥ BCKOPE OH CTaJI HAC/IaXKJaThCS 3THM 3PEeJININeM, OMHOBPEMEHHO
Pa3MEBIIIISs, HEIb3s I KaK-HUOYIb YTOBOPUTH OTIIA CHEeJIaTh 3TO C Asgfel BepHOHOM... UTTH HAY4YUTh
€ro IMPOKJISITHIO, YTOOK OH MOT CHeaTh 3TO C Asimed BepHOHOM.

Yepes HeCKONIbKO MIrHOBeHUH TeMmukbI# Jlopn oTnycTun Myxx4uHy. "Becrasai, Jlrouuyc... B Oynymem s
XKay oT Tebs 6oree BepHOi ciyxkO0bl". Mandoii ¢ TpymoM IMOJHSJICS Ha HOTH, HO BCe 3Ke CyMeJl HU3KO
TTOKJIOHUTHCS U MpoIenTath: "IIa, X03sKH... BBl MUJIOCEPOHE, ciacu6o..." TeMHmI# Jlopn
IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAJ MYyXKYMHY X 00paTuI Bce CBOe BHUMaHKe Ha Po3ke.

"OBaH Po3be... TeOe ecTh 4TO CKa3aTh?" P03be CKIIOHUII TOJIOBY U TUXO OTBeTUN: "4 OBL1 criab, Mo
Jlopa... 1 comHeBancs, s 60scs..." T'appu MOT TOTBKO BOCXHMIATHCS MYZKECTBOM 3TOTO YeJl0oBeKa:
npu3HaThCs B cnaboctu TemHoMy Jlopay ObLIO PaBHOCHIIBHO 3aUTPEIBAHUIO CO CMEPThI0. C 3TUM
COTJTAIlIaNINCh BCE, C KEM OH pa3roBapuBall, Jaxe TETS bemnna u bapTu, KOTOpHE YaCTO BpaXka0Baiu
OpyT C opyroM. "B TpycimuBoM cTpaxe st 6exkai BoO OpaHIu0, YTOOH IOTYYUTh HOIKHOCTE B UX
MuHKMCTEPCTBE U HANTafUTh KOHTAKTHI C COIO3HUKAMHU... Ho, Munopm, ecinu Obl Y MeHS OBIT XOTh
MaJIeHIHii HaMeK Ha Ballle MeCTOHAX0XeHue, 1 Okl HeMeqIeHHO MPUCOeTUHMUIICS K BaM". Ax. 'appu
TIOHSIJI, TOYEMY 3TOT YeJIOBEK CTasl M3BECTEH KaK MCKYCHBIN IeperoBopiIuK. TeMHbIH JIopn He mo0uI
cnabocTy, HO elie OoJbIlle OH HEHaBUE HEUYECTHOCTh. Po3be Mpu3HaBaj CBOI BUHY B C1ab0CTH, HO
B TO XK€ BpeMs ITOOUYEPKUBAJl CBOIO LIeHHOCTH i TemHoro Jlopaa.

TemubIl JlopA MUk Ha HECKOIBKO MTHOBEHUM 3adepKal Po3bepa mofd AerCTBUEM IIPOKISATHS,
BBI3BIBAIOIIETr0 00JIb, ITOCTIE YETo TepelIen K Apyroi teme. "Bce Bhl 3HaeTe 0 CcceBepycce
Cccrarme..." [Toxxupartenu cCMepTU Cjierka B3APOTHYIM OT muneHus B roynoce Temuoro Jlopma. "OH He
OBLT IPH3BaH, U BBl HE COOOIIIUTE EMY O MOEM BO3BpallleHUM U [aXKe He HaMeKHeTe Ha Hero". [Tox
pormot cornacus IToxupateneir cMeptu TeMHBIM JIOopA mepeles K opyroMy BOIPOCY.
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