— JIxxeuMcC... — pa3mancsa HEe3raKOMBIN MY}KCKOI;I rosoc. I'omoc 3By4aJl MATKO, HO C JOCTOMHCTBOM.

«KT0...»

T'omnoc IIOBTOPHUIJICA.

— IIxkeumMc... [IxxkenMmc...

«KTO MeH$ 30BeT...»

¢ MenyieHHO OTKPHUI r71a3a. [IepBhIM, UTO g yBUfE, OBITI0 TpeKpacHoe HouHoe Hebo.

«OHO Takoe KpacCusoe...»

¢ moBepHYJI rOJIOBY U3 CTOPOHLL B CTOPOHY U IIOHSJI, YTO JIeXY IIOCPey TEMHOTO JiyTa. f
HaxMypUJIach B 3aMelllaTe/IbCTBe.

— I'me 1?7 — mpoirenTana 5. { MONBITANICA BCIOMHUATD, YTO MMPOU3OIIIO CO MHOM [0 TOTO, KakK s
OKa3aJiCsd B 3TOM CTPaHHOM MeCTe, ¥ BCIIOMHUJI, KaK 5 yMep I0 Jopore B 00bHUIY. PyKa KOCHYIach
MOET0 TeJla, YTOOR OCMOTPETH €r0, U 5 MOHSJI, YTO BCe PaHbl Ha MOEM TeJle UCUe3]Id, He OCTABUB HU
OJTHOTO IIpaMa, KaK ¥ Mos ofexma. Ha MoeM Tese He ObIIO HY €QUHOM TPSITIOYKHU, HO, KaK HU
CTPaHHO, S COBCEM He YyBCTBOBAJ X0/107a. { MPOTIKHO BEIHOXHYIIL.

«KoHeyHO, g y&Ke MepTB...»

ABcranuc HN3yMJIEHHEeM OT'JIdneIICd BOKPYT: ThHICAYN PAa3HOIBETHBIX OTOHBKOB PACCHINIAINCE, KdK
CBETJIAYKH.

«39TO U eCTh 3arpobHas KHU3Hb?» f Me[JIeHHO MPOTSAHYJ PYKY, MBITAACh II0MMaTh ONWH U3 HUX, U
MaJIeHbKUH OTOHEK JIETKO IIPU3eMIIUIICS Ha MO0 JTafoHb. YIeI0Ka 3aurpasia Ha MOuX rybax, moka s
CMOTPEJ Ha Hero.

Tonoc, KOTOPHIM 3Bajl MEHS 110 UMEHU, BEPHYJICS.

— JIxxenMc...

4 elle pa3 ormisAmesncs, MbITasiCh HANTU UCTOYHHUK T'0OJI0Ca, HO HUKOTO He 00HaAPYKUIIL.

— OW, IOKaXMuCh!



— OOermait, 4TO He YOEXKHUIIb, — OTBETHJI MHE T'0JI0C.

— He ybery, — oTBeTun .

[Tomyn CUNIbHBIA BeTep, pacTperaB MOK BOJIOCH U JIyT. MaJleHbKKe OTOHBKYM BOKPYT MEHS HCYE3JIH U3
TIOJIST 3PEHMUS.

— Poaaaappp! — ¢ Heba pa3gasncs TPOMKHUM BEJTMUECTBEHHBIN PEB.

4 mopmHSI rOJ0BY, MOM I'Jla3a PAaCIIMPHUIIUCE OT LI0Ka, CMEIIaHHOTO ¢ HeBepueM. OT YAUBIEHUSA Y
MeHs OTIalla 4eniocTh. Halo MHOM JleTell OrpOMHBINM YEPHBIM ApakoH. PeIeKTOPHO 1 IPUTOTOBUIICS
0exkaTh WM OTOMBATHCS, YTO ObI IPAKOH HU CHEJIal CO MHOM.

«4l mymar, 4To OpaKOHHI - 3TO MIPOCTO BooOpakaeMble 3BEPH B UTpe.» f BCTIOMHMUJI, KaK Ha MPOIIION
Hefese urpan B urpy c Jlappu, u Hallel nocaeqHen Muccuen 6v10 T00eIUTh YePHOTO ApakoHa. Ho
YepHBIU IPaKOH B TOM Urpe OBLI HUUTO 10 CPABHEHUIO C OTPOMHEIM YePHBIM JPAKOHOM, KOTODHIH
JeTajl Hajo MHOU. JTOT gpaKoH ObLI O0mblle ABYX OOIBIINX KOMMEPYECKUX CaM0JIeTOB. BMecTo
Yellyu Telo ApaKoHa IOKphIBasa Ipo4yHas YyepHas OpoHs. Ero ocTphle U CUNIbHBIE Ha BUM KOTTH
BHYILIAJIM MHE YBEPEHHOCTD B TOM, YTO OH MOXKET OHUM [IBUKEHNEM Pa30pPBaTh MEHS II0TIOJIaM.
XBoCT GBI ITOX0K Ha aKKYPaTHO YJI0KEHHYIO KOJJIEKLINIO OCTPHIX IMIUIIOB. Er0 OTpOMHEIE KPBIIBS C
OCTPBIMY IIUIIaMU Ha KOHYMKaX BEJIMYECTBEHHO PaCKUHYIHUCh. Ero rony0ble Ty1a3a CBEPKaIu Cpenu
3Be3[ Ha Hebe, Ha MaKyIIKe I'0JI0OBBI KpaCOBaJIUCh [IBa UEPHHIX POTa, @ MeXAY HUMU - OCTPhIE IIUIIHL,
oOpa3syiomire nogodue KOPoHbl, Kak OBl TOBOPSIIIME O TOM, UTO OH He OOBIYHBIM IPaKOH.

*Brumyyyx ! *

[IpakoH B3MaxXHyJ CBOMMU OTPOMHBIMY KPBIJIbSIMU U MEAJIEHHO ONMYCTUJICSA PSALOM CO MHOU. f OmHSAI
PYKY, 4TOOHI 3aIUTUTE I'/1a3a OT CUJILHOTO BeTpa, KOTOPHIM HajleTel Ha MeHSsI, U U3-3a IIOphIBa BeTpa
OTCTYIIHJI Ha HECKOJIbKO IIaroB Ha3ad. Ho Korga ApaKoH MPU3eMJIUIICSI, eT0 HOTH CMEHUIKUCH ITapou
YeJI0BEYECKUX, @ ero OTPOMHOE «APaKOHbE» TEJI0 CMEHUJIOCH XOPOIIO CJI0XKEHHBIM MY2KCKHAM TEJIOM C
BOCEMbIO KyOMKaMu Iipecca. Y 3TOro ipakoHa OBIJI0 MYCKYJIMCTOE TEJI0, HO He CJIUIIKOM, HO OTHO S
3HaJI TOYHO - II0 OMHOM TOJIBKO €r0 aype S MOHSJI, UTO 3TOT ApakKoH - 0YeHb CUJIbHEIN 6oell. Ha MecTe
TOJIOBHI IpaKOHA MOSIBUIIOCHh KPACKBOE XOJIOAHOE JIULIO My KUYKHEI JIET ABafLUaTi. YepHbIe BOIOCH
ITOKPHIBA/IM €T0 IIel0, MEXY HUMM BUOHENACh Mmapa 31b(Honomo0HEIX VINEH, a Hafl TOI0BOM
BO3BBIIIATIUCE ABA YEPHBIX pora. Ero romyOsle 3pavyky B BUe BEPTHUKABHAIX IIIeJiel, KaK y KOIIKH,
CBepKa/u B TeMHOTE. [[Ba YepHBIX Kpblla YMEHbIIUINCh 10 €r0 pa3MepoB U UCYEe3JIU, KOrga OH UX
CJI0KHUJI. BMEeCTO HUX Ha ero CIuHe IOSIBUJIACh ITapa TaTyUPOBOK B BUIE KPHIJIbEeB ApakoHa. Eile ogHa
TATyUPOBKa B BUMIE KOPOJIEBCKOW KOPOHHLI HaXO[XJIach Ha Iee. BMecTo XBocTa y HEro Obl/T YepPHBIN
XBOCT, KOTOPHIM BHITTIAEN HE TaK yCTpallalle, Kak paHbliie. Y, kak 1 Ha MHe, Ha HeM He OBII0 HU
eUHOM OeKIHhI.

[IpakoH mopomies KO MHe. f HaCTOPOXKEeHHO CMOTPEeN Ha HeTo.

— KT0 THI? — MOIO3pUTEIBHO CIIPOCHUIT 5.



OH oCTaHOBHJICS B OBYX METpax Imepeno MHOH.

— 9 xpan Te6s, Ixeimc ®po3eHIauT.

— OtBeuaii! Kto TeI? OTKyga TH 3Haelllb MOe UMsS? — CHOBA CIIPOCUII f1.

OH BeXJIMBO KUBHYJI ['OJI0OBOM.

— 4 - Aprop Ockasus ne Umnepatop XIII. Kopons Mmnepuu [IpakoHUC, — 3aTEM OH IIOCMOTpeEII Ha
MeHs. — Kak g yxKe roBopui, s xKaan Te6si, IOTOMY YTO Thl €UHCTBEHHBIN YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIM UMeeT
TaKOH &Ke TyXOBHYIO GOpMy, KaK U .

— Wmmnepus [Ipakonuc? [lyxoBHas Gopma? UTo 3a Uylb? — s HAXMYPHUJICS U YCTABUIICS Ha HETO C
TI0J03PEHKEM, CMEIIAaHHBIM C HeIOBEPHEM, TIOCKOJIbKY HUKOTA PaHbIIle He CIIBIIIAT HUYEro U3 TOro,
YTO OH TOBOPUII.

OH yneIOHYICS.

— ¢ 3Hal0, YTO THI B 3aMelIaTeIbLCTBe. Ho MHe HyKHa TBOS ITOMOIIb, YTOOH 3aHSATH MECTO KOPOJIS B
Wmnepuu [IpakoHUC.

qa CMYIIEHHO XUXUKHYII.

— Tet ¢ yma comien unu uto? 4 ke MepTB! Kak s1 MOTy OBITH KOPOJIEM? — 3aTeM S MTOHSJI, UTO
COCTOsIHUe Aprofa HonMKHO ORITh TAKUM XKe, KaK U MOe, Belb Mbl HaXOAUJIACH B 3arPOOHOM MUDe.

— IMomoxmu... MBI MePTBEL. fABnsieTcs v [IpaKOHKUC UMIIEpHel B 3TOM 3arpo0HOM MupPe? — 5 cHea
OUKOE MIPEeaIoIoXKeHNUe.

— Her, [IpakoHUC - cUNTbHEWIIAS UMIIEPUs B Mupe Mrukcap, KOpojieM KOTOPOH SIBIISIETCS
IIPEeICTaBUTENbL KOPOJIEBCKOT'0 pofa ApakKoHOB. OHa HAXOOUTCS B MUPE, KOTOPHIHM OTIMYAETCS OT
BAIlero ¥ 3TOT'0 MUpa, — MOsICHUMI Aprog.

— CToH, CTOH, CTOH.

OO0nsicHeHUe Apropa elre 00JIbIlle 3amyTaao MeHs.

— Tl X04elb CKa3aTh, YTO I CHOBA CMOTY KUTh? — CIIPOCHUII 4 B 3aMellaTeIbCTBE.



— Tvl MEPTB, a 51 HET. Moe HbIHEIIHEe COCTOSTHUE XyXKe CMEpPTH, — Aprof IOOHSIII TOJI0BY K HeOY,
TIOYYBCTBOBAB Ha JIMlle JIETKUM BeTepoK. Ha ero nuile Gbiyia OTYETINBO BUAHA TTeYallb. — OTO MECTO -
He 3arpo0Has XKU3Hb. ITO MECTO MEXK[Yy XKU3HbIO U CMePThI0. M g 3[ech B JIOBYIIKE...

HenoBkuii CMeIIOK BEIPBAJICS U3 MOET0 pTa.

— Tet wyTHb? Eciu TH 3aCTPSI 34€Ch, pa3Be 3TO He O3HA4YaeT, 4TO S TAKOU XKe, KakK U THI?

Apl"OI[ BEPHYII B3rIAO HA MEH. Ha srtot Pa3 OH CMOTpeEJI Ha MeHs CEPbE3HBIM B3TJISAOM.

— 4 B 1OByIIKE, a TH - HET. IMEHHO 1103TOMY § IIOTIPOCUTT TeOsI 3aMEeHUTh MEHS ¥ BO3TJIaBUTh
Ipakonuc. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO MECTO CTAHET MOUM IIOCJIETHUM I0JIeM 00s.

— ITocnegauM monieM 60s51? — pacTEePSTHHO MPOU3HeEC 5. 9 00Be B3T/ISIIOM OKPECTHOCTH, THITAsICh
TIOHSITB, C KEM OH CpaxkaeTcsl, HO KpoMe Hac JBOMX TaM HHUYEro He OBUI0. BHIIO TaK THXO, UTO He
OBITIO CJIBIITHO HY 3BYKOB KUBOTHBIX, HY HACEKOMEIX.

— 31ech HUKOI'O HeT.

Aprop TOIHSI PYKY ¥ yKa3all Ha YepHbIe 00JlaKa, CMeIllaHHbIe C OTHEHHO-KPACHBIMY BCITHIIIKAMU B
Hebe, Kak OyATo 3TO OblyT OOJIBIION ByJIKaH, MapsIliuii B BO3OYXeE.

— 41 cpaxasics ¢ 3TO¥ TBaphIo.

¢ moBepHYJICS U YCTaBUICS Ha yXKacawolie Ty4d, Hecyluecs K HaM. Bce moxi 0671akoM BHE3aITHO
TI0YEePHEeJIOo U yMepIIo.

— Y10 9T0? — MO B3TJISIT OCTAHOBHUJICS Ha CTpaHHOM oOiake. O6mako OBIJIO ellle [maaeKko OT Hac, HO
s 3HaJI, YTO OHO OIACHO.

Apl"OI[ IIoaoIIesl KO MHE 1 OCTaHOBHMIICSA PANOM. Ero rmaa3a, YCTpEMIJIEHHEIE Ha 0071aK0, OBITTH TTOJTHEL
THEBa.

— OTO IPOKIATHE, KOTOpoe TeMHbIN BracTenuH HanoXKul Ha KOPOJIEBCKUY POL APaKOHOB, — OH
nepeBesl B3I Ha MEeHS.

— 9T0 npoknsiTre 6ymeT MeIeHHO pa3beaTh TEJI0 U CO3HAHNEe KOPOJIEBCKOTO ApakoHa. Ecimu emy
He yOAcTCs 3aXBaTUTh TeJIO X035MHA, OHO IIepeieT Ha MOTOMKOB, U C KaXKIbIM Pa30M IIPOKIATHE
OymeT CTAaHOBUTHCS BCE CUJIbHEe. PaHO MM II03HO OHO ITPEBPATUT MEHS B HOBOTO T€MHOT0
BnacrenuHa.



¢ HaxMypwuiCcs, MOBEPHYBUIUCE K Aprony. HecMOTpst Ha TO 4TO 5 BCe ellle ObIT B 3aMEIIaTENbCTBE, 5
HavaJl TOHUMATh.

— 3HAYUT N1 9TO, YTO S B Te0e? — IMPEIInoI0KHUII 5.

— Jla. TO MeCTO HaXOIUTCS BHYTPU MOETO Tejla, MOEro CO3HaHus. 1 BCIO XKU3Hb O0OPOJICS C 3TUM
IIPOKJIATHEM U HAaX0XKYCh Ha IIpefesie CBOUX BO3MOXKHOCTEH. [laxke eclu S BHIEPXKY 9TO, MO
OynmyIuii ChIH He CMOXKET IIPOTUBOCTOSTL 3TOMY IIPOKJIATHUIO. [I09TOMY ST pelIu 3aKOHUYUTh BCe U
HaBCcerla YHUYTOXKUTh 3TO MPOKJISATHE, — CKa3asl Aprof.

— TrI X04elb CKa3aTh... — S IPepPBaJl CBOU CJI0Ba, TaK KaK He XOTeJI 03BYyYUBATh CBOIO IIJIOXYIO
noragky. Ho u3 cioB Apropa s MOHSJ, YTO IPOU30UAET Aasibllle U 10 KaKOU Npu4YrHe ApPron BhI3Bal
MeHS ciofa. Aproj HamMepeBaJcs I0XKEePTBOBATh CO00M, YTOOb YHUYTOKHUTD MIPOKJISITHE, U TIOPYUUTD
CBOM He3aBepILIeHHBIN JoIr MHe. UMeHHO 103TOMYy ApProf momnpoCuil MeHsI CMEHUTD €T0 Ha IIOCTY
KOPOJIS.

Aprop noaTBepaXIT MOM HEBHICKA3aHHEBIE CJTOBA TOPHKOM YIIEIOKOM.

— [xeriMmc Opo3eHNalT, 5T 3HAI0, YTO TH MeHs He 3Haelrb. Ho s gaBHO Habmiogat 3a To60M, — OH
IPOTSIHYJ KO MHE PYKy. — IToMoru MHe. 3aMeHU MeHSI, YTOOHI ST BHITIOJIHUII CBOM [OJT KOPOJIS.

¢ OGpocus KOpOTKUM B3I Ha PYKY, JieXkKalllyio epefo MHOM, HO 3aTeM BEPHYJI B3TJIAM K ApProay.

— THI yBEpEH, 4YTO [OBEPUIIL 3TO MHe? Thl BeOb yKe 3Haelllb MO0 TPo(eccuio, BepHO? — 5 He
BO3pazkaj IIPOTUB 3TOT0, IOCKOJIbKY 3HaJI, 4TO ¥ Aprofia HeT gpyroro Beibopa. Ho OBITE KOoponeM
Ob110 OOIBIION OTBETCTBEHHOCTHIO [I7IT TAKOM IMPOCTUTYTKH, Kak 5. K ToMy ke s HU4ero He 3Hasa o0
HUrukcape.

Aprop ynbIOHYICS.

— TToBephb MHE, 5 HE OBEPI0 CBOIO UMIIepHio 6e33a00THO. KpoMe TOTO, s 3HA0, YTO THI TOIXOOHIIIE
M1t 9TOM 00513aHHOCTH.

q B3OO0XHYJI 1 MHOTO3HAYUTEJIbHO KUBHYII TOJIOBOM.

— Xopoiuo. TonbKo He BUHU MEHSI, €CJIU 5 COBEPIIY HECKOIBKO OIMUO0K, — s B3s1JT ApPropia 3a pyKy,
TIOKa3kIBasi, YTO COTJIaceH.

— 4 3Hal0, YTO THI CIIPABHUIILCSA, — CKa3asl Aprof ¢ HeXKHOM yIEI0KO0M. B 0HO MrHOBEHME HAllli PYKU
SIPKO 3aCUSNIK, KOTOa BOCIOMUHAHUS Aprofa XJIbIHYJIX B MOIO TOJIOBY, ¥ TOJIOBA CTasia IIOJIHOM 1
TaXKenoi!



— I'xxxx! — g 3aCKpHIIeI 3}76aMI/I oT 6omu. I'71a3a MI0THO 3aKPHIJIKCE, IIOT KallaJl C MEH.

[Inu cekyHAH, a 00Ib CTAHOBUIIACH BCe CUJIbHEE. 91 YyBCTBOBAJI, UYTO MOS T'OJIOBA BOT-BOT B30PBETCS!
3ateMm Aprop mpou3HEC:

— OtHbIHe TH He [[xeiimc ®po3eHnauT, a Aprog Ickasus ge Mmnepatop XIII. Kopons UMnepuu
IIpakoHHucC.

Aprop poTSHY OPYTYIO PYKY, U 03anu MeHst 00pa30BasiCs YePHHIN opTas. 3aTeM OH OTIYCTHUI
MOIO PYKY.

— IMomoxn! Kak MHe ITOIb30BaTHCS CBOEM CUJION?! — KPUKHYII 5, HO ITOPTaj BTSIHYJ MeHs B cebs,
KaK IILIIIecoC.

— [ToMHUIIB UTPY, B KOTOPYIO THl UTPAJI B MPOLUIEIX pa3? Thl MOXKeIlb YIPaBIsATh €0 TOYHO TaK Xe, C
IIOMOIIBI0 pa3yMa. Yaauy, [IxxeiMc Opo3eHIanT... — CKa3ajl OH. [locyie 3TUX CJI0B MOE CO3HaHUe
MCYe3II0.

Aprop o6epHYJICS, ero B3I/ OB IPUKOBAH K TEMHOMY 00/1aKy, KOT/]a IIOPTajl 3a HUM 3aKPBIJICS.

— Temnepsb MBI 3aKOHYUM Hallly [ONTYI0 60PHOY.

TaTYI/IpOBKa Ha ero CIIMHEe uC4e3jid, a KPhIJIbA PACIIPDABUIINCE. To xke camoe IIPpOM301IJIO U C
TaTYHpOBKOﬁ Ha IIee, KOTOpad Hadalla HC4Ye3aTh, KOI'la OH IIPEBPAaTUJICS B HEPHOTI'O APAKOHA.

— Poaaapppp! — 0H B3MaxHyJ KPHUIbSIMU, CO3MaB 07 COO0M CUTbHLIM BeTep. OH MOT cHefaTh
TOJIBKO OFHO, YTOOHI MIOKOHYUTH C IPOK/ISATUEM, M3-3a KOTOPOTO CTpafana ero ceMbs. OH OOJIKeH OBII
YHUYTOXKUTD €0 CBOEH XKU3HEHHOM CYITHOCTHIO. [IpyrUMHU CJI0BAMHU, €T0 AyIIa HOJIKHA Oblia ObITH
YHUUYTOXKEHa BMECTE C 3TUM IIPOKIATHEM.

XoTs eMy HaBHO XOTEJIOCh 3TO CAEaTh, OH MOHUMAJI, YTO er0 CTAaTyC KOPOJIEBCKOT0 ApaKOHa OYeHb
BaxkeH. OH ObUT 3aIIMTHUKOM WMrukcapa, u ero pogocjioBHAs He MOJKHa ObITh HapyuieHa! Ecmu
3aUmMTHUK MIrukcapa uc4e3HeT, TO BOMHA MeXOy IJleMeHaMi HauYHEeTCs CHOBA, KaK MEeCSITKH THICSIY
7eT Ha3aj. Benukas BoiiHa YHMYTOXKMUIAa MHOXKECTBO IIJIEMEH, @ HEKOTOPBIE M3 HUX ITOYTH BEIMEPIIH.
Y xoTs1 MHOTHE TITIeMeHa 3a0bIu 00 3TOM, OH, KOPOJIb APAaKOHOB, He 3a0bl1. Ta IaMsITh OyOeT
nepefaeTcs KaxmoMy KOPOJIeBCKOMY OpaKoHy, YTOOL HallOMUHATh UM 00 WX 00513aHHOCTSIX.

A TIOKa MIPOKJISITHE CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCE CHUJIbHEE, OH 3HAJI, YTO PAHO WJIM IO3IHO KOPOJIEBCKUM PO.
IPaKOHOB CTAHET HOBBIM COCYHOM [ijis TeMHOro BnacTenuHa, KOTOPOTO ero ceMbs obenqumna OecsTKu
TBICSTY JIET Ha3af. [109TOMy OH peLIus I0KepPTBOBATh CBOEH KU3HbIO, YTOOHI IIOKOHUYUTH C
TPOKJISITUEM U ITPU3BATh APYTYIO AYIIY, KOTOPas 3aliMeT ero TeJo, YTOOH! TPOIOJIKUTL BCE CBOU
00s13aHHOCTH ¥ 0COOEHHO ITPOIOIXKUTL CBOHM PO,



CoGpaB BCI0 CBO0 cuiy, Aprom 6pocuicst B 4epHoe 0671ako. OTPOMHBIN B3PHIB ITOTPSIC HE00 U 3eMITI0
B 9TOM HE3HaKOMOM MecTe. [I0CTeTeHHO YepHBIe TYYU UCUe3JTH, ¥ TEMHOTA CTajla CBETJION, CIIOBHO
YTPEeHHU COTHEYHBIN CBET CMEHUIT TEMHYI0 HOUb. APTO[l B3MaxHYyJ KPBIIbSIMHU B BO3TyXe, U CBET
03apHII ero TeJo, KOTOPOoe MEeMJIEHHO IIPEeBPAIaIoch B Mblib. OH BIIepBLIe TOYYBCTBOBAJI TEIIJIO B
3TOM MecCTe.

«JIxe#mc... 5 ocTaBisgIo Bce Tebe...» 3aTeM ero Tejo HCUesio.
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