- Bymb ocTOopoXKeH, - cKa3an benbiii UMIiepaTop, cjierka HaXMypPHBIIUCh.

- 4 3Ha10, - otBeTUN YepHas I[Tepo. Kak Hu ctpanHo, YepHOoe ITepo, KOTOPHIM IeMOHCTPHPOBAJ CBOU
MSTEXKHBEY TOH ¢ BensiMm MmiepaTopoM, cefidac HeMe[JIeHHO C HUM coryiacuics. [ToBciony ObITx
CKPBITHIE OITACHOCTH. KaXXOBIY 1Iar JoIKeH OBITh OCTOPOXKHEIM.

Kak Tonbko romoc Yépnoro [Iepa cTuX, OH Ha YTO-TO HACTYIINII, ¥ IIOCIBIIIAJICS IPOH3UTENIbHBIN
XpYCT.

YépHoe Ilepo, He 3amyMaBIIKCh, TOBEPHYJICS U 6pocus Llu AomryaH Ha 3€MITIO.

Csucrt! Yoap!

TpI/I CTaJIbHBI€ HUT'JIBI, OKOJIO TPUOLUATH CAHTHUMETPOB OJIWHOM, BOH3UJINCH B CTBOJI oepeBa Hag UX
ronoBamMu. CTalbHBIE UTTIBI CBETUIIMCDH 3€JIEHBIM CBeTOM. OUeBHUIHO, OHU OBLITH OTPaBJIEHEI.

Kro-To ycTpoun 3acany? - Llu AoiyaH nogymasa o0 3ToM B IepByio odepenb. OHa Oblia B yXKace,
IIOTOMY YTO He YyBCTBOBaja HUKOT'O BOKDYT.

- CmoTtpu nop HorH, - benbii UMnepaTop BCcTan, rasaasa Ha TO MeCcTo, Kyfa HacTynua YepHoe Ilepo.

Yéproe ITepo XMBIKHYT U CKal3asl: - OTKya MHe 3HaTh, YTO KOPHH 9TOT0 YOIIOOOYHOI0 IIBETKA MOTYT
OLITH TaK Iajeko?

Iz AomryaHs cierka omnemuia. YTo oH uMen B BUAY? Pa3Be He 4esioBeK Hallal Ha HUX?

- OTO UBETH INOBUTOU UTJIEL, - Benblil MMnepaTop IOCMOTpeIl Ha 03afadyeHHoe BrpaxeHue Lu
AomyaH 1 00BSICHUTL. - ITOT LIBETOK He HalafaeT HU Ha Koro. Ho, ecnu KTo-To mocrapaeTcst
IPUYUHUTH €My Bpef - OH OyZleT KOHTpaTaKoBaTh. JTOT UAMOT HACTYNUJI HA KOPHU IIBETKA, II03TOMY
IIBETOK IIOIBITAJICS IPUKOHYUTD HAC.

[lu AouryaH o6epHYyack, YTOOB TOCMOTPETh. KOHEYHO, OHA yBHOENA TOIBH KOPEeHb TaM, I'ie CTOSI
Yepnoe I[Tepo. ITocMoTpeB BOOIL ANMMHHLIX KOPHEH, OHA YBU[E/Ia YEPHBIM IIBETOK Pa3MepoM C
PaKOBUHY.

- Bymb 0CTOpOXKeEH, 3TOT IIBETOK He KaKasd-TO XepHs, - bemnbii UmnepaTtop nomor Ly Aomyas
MIOMHSATHCS Ha HOTH, MATKO IIPEeAyIIpenB €€.

Yepuoe Ilepo Haxmypuics oT mocamsl. YutaTh nekuu benoro MMmnepaTopa Owijio elne 6onbHEe, YeM
OBITH YOUTEHIM.



- Torma maBai Briepémn, 4€pT Bo3bMu! - YépHoe ITepo mponyctun benoro MmnepaTop Brepén u
moi€en 3a Llu AomryaH.

Bensiii mmepaTop 0osbllle He TPATHIT CJIOB, OCTOPOXKHO Itarast Brepéen. Eciu Ovl B 3TOM MecTe
MO2KHO OBIJIO TPUMEHUTH Maruio, OH Ovl mpuMeHuI e€. Ho 3To Morio O6bl IPUB/IEYb HEHYKHBIE
HETIPUSTHOCTU. B 9TOM Mupe He OBIJIO ITPaBUJI, CaMbIM CHUJILHEIM OBITT KOPOJib. HeT HeoOXomuMOoCTH
yOuBaTh M BOPOBATh. HyKHO NUIIL OBITH OCTOPOXKHEIM,

Benwiit UMniepaTop OblJI, 04EBHIHO, TOPa3fo 00jiee 0CTOPOXKHEIM, U OH OCTOPOXKHO BEN Llu AolyaH u
Yépuoe Ilepo B necy. He 6b110 HUKAKO#M 0IaCHOCTH. IIepeql caMbIM KOHIIOM Jieca ITPOU30IIIa
CTPaHHAs BElb.

Hemnopmanéky pa3pmanoch TUX0€e KOIllaybe MIyKaHbe.

Bentiit UKMIIepaTop 0CTOPOXKHO OCTAHOBUJICS ¥ BHUMATEIBHO OCMOTPENI OKPECTHOCTH.

- B uém meno? - YépHoe I1epo Takxke BHITTISIAET HAaCTOPOXKEHHBIM.

[Iu AowryaH HMUYEro He CKa3ajla, HO UCKaJla UCTOYHUK 3BYKa.

MsyKaromuii roJIoc pa3fgascs U3-3a fiepeBa. 3aTeM OTTYHa Bhillesl 0eT0CHEKHEIM KOTEHOK. KOTEHOK
OBLI pa3MepoM C KyJak, ¥ COBepIIeHHO Oesblii. Ero ssHTapHBIe ri1a3a ObUIM KPYTJIBIMU U OONIBIINMU, U
OH C JTI00OTIBITCTBOM CMOTpesI Ha Ly AolilyaH U OCTaIbHBIX.

- OT0... BO3SMOXKHO ]! 3TO? - efiBa He KpUKHyNI bemnwlii Umneparop.

- Tak u momxkHO ObITh. HO y HEE momKeH OBITh X0351uH, - ¥ YépHoro [Tepa motemueno nuio. OH
00EpHYJICS U OTJISIOENICS, YYBCTBYS, HET JIX MOOIU30CTH APYTHX.

- Hukoro, - Benwit UMnepatop HaxMypuics u cnpocuit: - OH guKui? Y Hero HeT X03sg1Ha?

- Uto 3T0 3a KMBOTHOE? - {11 AoImIyaH mocMOTpesia Ha HUX cepbe3H0. OHa, eCTECTBEHHO, IOHSIA, YTO
MaJieHbKOe XKUBOTHOE Tepej HUMHU OBIJIO OIPee/IEHHO He IIPOCTHIM. OTO OB HE MTPOCTO KOTEHOK.

- 9TO KOT-COKDOBHUILIE, €T0 ellle Ha3hBaIOT KJIaf-KOT. ITO 3Be€Ph, OXOTALINICS 38 COKPOBHUILIAMYU! -
Benslit MMnepaTop He cMen pacciabuThCs HU B Majeiinel ctenenu. OH MPOoJIzKal OCMaTPUBATh
OKpecTHOCTH. XOTS OH ¥ YyBCTBOBAJI, UYTO HUKOTO HET, OH He UCKITI0Yas TOTro GakTa, 4YTO ObLIX JTIONH,
KOTOpble HAaMHOT'0 IIPEBOCXOOMIM UX 110 cuyiaM. HyKHo OBLIO 3HATh, UTO [AJIT TAKOT'O PEAKOTO
JKMBOTHOT'O ITPAKTU4YECKU HEBO3MOXKHO He UMeTh X031 Ha.

- Kot, oxoTsimuiics 3a cokposuiiamu? - Iy AomuryaH GvUIa Cjierka OmeoMIeHa. - 3HaYHUT JIU 3TO, UTO
OH OyZeT uCKaTh COKpOBUILA?



- IHa. OH MOXeT HalTU COKPOBUINA B PAINyCe THICSYU MUJIb, U MOXKHO CKa3aTh, UYTO OH JIIOOUT
COKpOBHUIIQ, - bemnbiit IMmepaTop KUBHYIL. - Y HEro moiaxkeH ObITh X03IuH. BO3MOXKHO, X035IUH He
3aMeTuJI, KOrfia OH BHICKOJIB3HYIIL. [ToiméM. YemoBeK, Y KOTOPOT0 MOT'YT OBITh KOLIKK-COKPOBHIIA —
SIBHO He OOBIYHBIN YEJIOBEK.

Llu AolryaH mocMOTpesia Ha cepbé3Hoe oTHoIeHue Benoro MMnepaTtopa, u 60yblile HUUETo He
cka3ana. OHa mocnegoBana 3a BenbiMm iMmepaTopoM ¥ MPOOOIXKIIIa UATH BIEPE,.

- Msy! - XOTSI OHU U XOTeJIU YUTH, HO KOTEHOK He XOTeJl UX OTIIycKaTh. Knaa-KoT MAyKHYJI, 3aTeM
3anpheirHyN Ha meun Llu Aomryas. Tak OpicTpo! OHa faxe He 3aMeTusa OBUKEHUS KOTa, KOTfa TOT
3amIpHIrHyII Ha nyieyu Ly AornyaH.

u Aomyan 3acteii. OHa KpaeM I'la3a IOCMOTpeJia Ha KOTa-COKpoBuie. KoT ke CIIOKOMHO cuaen Ha
nnede Llu AolmiyaH, OTTOTIEIPUB Jally ¥ BHUMAaTEILHO €€ ocMaTpuBas. 3aTeM, OH IIOCMOTpent Ha Llu
Ao1ryaH CBOMMHU 3eJIEHEIMU T'NTa3aMu. Ha camoM fiesne, KoIllauby T'fla3a He OBINTA 3€JIEHBIMU, OHU ObLIH
SIHTAPHBIMU.

- YépT, y Tebs eCcTb COKPOBHIIE, KOTOPHIE MOT'JIO €My IIOHPaBUTLCS? - UEpHOe [lepo HaxXMypHics, ¢
TPEBOTOM TSI Ha OKPECTHOCTH. Eciiu Biafesnen 9Toi KOIIKY IOSIBUTCS, TO IeJI0 IaxXHeT
KEPOCHUHOM.

Cokposuiie? [u Aoilyas Ha MTHOBEHUE 3afyMaliach, IIpeXke YeM CIIPOCUTE:

- JIto JIu fAHBb - 9TO COKPOBUILE, BEPHO?

- Ia, 6abymka! - TyT 3Ke IOCIBIIIAJICS TOJIOC eBOYKHY, U OHA MOSIBUIACh PsifoM ¢ Llu AomryaH.

- Torga otgai e€ MHe! { momaxy Bac! - BHe3alHO B BO3[yXe pa3falicsl 3BYUYHBIM TOJI0C,
COTPSCAIIINY UX YIIIHU.

- KT0 3T0? - YépHOe [1epo siBHO ucnyrancs. KTo-To roBopuil, HO OHU He YyBCTBOBAJIU €T0
IPUCYTCTBUSA! ITO 03HAYAJIO, YTO OH OBIJT SKCIIEPTOM HaMHOTO cuibHee ux! YépHoe [Tepo Mor nuIib
MoOJT4a MPOKJIMHATD UX M 3TOT YEPTOB «IMOX0H». EMy melCTBUTENbHO He T10Be310 . OH IeCTBUTEILHO
BCTPETHUJI TAKOTO y2KacarwIlero SKCriepra ¢ caMoro Havasna.

Llu AouryaH cnerka Haxmypuiaack. Otoats JIio JIu Aub? Bhl, mOMKHO OBITH, ITyTUTE! Munas
MaJleHbKas IeBOYKa PafloCTHO 30BET eé «Babymkoi». Kak eé MOXKHO 0THATh?

- Xm! Ecnu TH MHe e€ He OThallb, s caM 3abepy! - B 3TOM 'POMKOM rojioce ObIJT HAMEK Ha THeB. B
Crenymoliee MTHOBEHHE CTPAIHOe YyBCTBO OXBATUIIO Tesio Llu AoiyaH.

[ eByIIKa BHe3aITHO TOYYBCTBOBaIa C1aboCTh 110 BCEMY TeJly, U €i CTaJIo TPYIHO JHIIIATh.



Benwiii UMnepaTtop u YepHoe [Tepo cobupanuch yxke caenaTh HECKOIBKO «XOL0B», KOTa KOT B
MaHMKe MAYKHYI. YXKacarllee faBjieHue, oKyTasllee L{u Aoiryas, ucuesno. Ly Aorryan
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIa BOJIHY II0Ka B CBOEM cepAlle, Kak OyATO OHA Ilepeponusiach. Y Heé He ObUI0
BO3MOXKHOCTH COIIPOTUBISATHCS, U OHA YyTh HE yMepJia, HO OHa [laXKe He 3Halla, KTO UJIU YTO TO OBLIO.

- Munasi, mogounu ciofga. 9 He OyOy yOMBaTh UX BCEX, - B 9TOM PE30HHUPYIOIIEM I'ojloce ObIT HAMEK Ha
3aKMCKUBAHKe, U IPEXKHEro THeBa KakK He ObIBaIo.

HeBenoMmasi cuina BeipBana JIto JIu dub, u3 o6bsatuit [lu AomyaH. [Tapst B Bo3nyxe, JeBoYKa MeiJIeHHO
npubnu3nIack K KOTY-COKPOBHUIY, KOTOPHIY cufell Ha miede Lu AormryaH.

- Babymka, crmacu MeHs! A-a-a-a-a, S He X04y paccTaBaThCs ¢ MouM MyxkeM! - mmay JIio JIu AHb
BO3HUK B T0JIOBe JieByIIKH. [lu AorlyaH xoTella IPOTSHYTh PYKY, YTOOH CXBaTUTh JIio JIu fAHB, HO OHA
oOHapyXuia, 4YTO OHa He MOTJia ABUHYThCS.

- May! - xot, yTo npucen Ha mnseve Ly AolllyaH, TOIBKO IPE3PUTENIHHO MAYyKHYI. OH ITOBEPHYT
TOJIOBY ¥ 1TocMOTpes Ha JIio JIu fAue. Ero ria3a Obumy elé 3eJIeHIMU, KOTHa OH ITocMOoTpent Ha Lu
AomryaH.

- Munas, pa3Be T He X04els 3Toro? Yto Tebe Hamo? - B 3TOM 3BYYHOM Iojioce ObLIa HOTKA
COMHEHHUS.

- Msy! - KOT COKpOBHIIle MaXHYJI JIallOX U CXBATUJI 3a BOJIOCH Llu AomryaH.

- Kakwue y Bac ecTh COKpoBHIlIa? BLICTPO oTHaiTe UX MHE, U 5T ©36aBIII0 BaC OT CMEPTH, - 3BYUHBIH
r'0JIOC IIPO3BYyYasl CHOBA, u JIio JIu fHb, moTepsBIIas KOHTPOJb Hafl co60H, yrana Ha 3eMio. B
CIIenyIoImuy MOMeHT Teio Lu AolilyaH CcTaso jerde, ¥ OHa CMOTJla IBUTaThCs.

Llu AomryaH npucena Ha KOPTOYKM u crpsTana JIro Jlu dus o6paTHO 3a ma3yxy. 3aTeM OHa cKa3alla
BO3YXY Ileper c0o00ii: - BEl CIIBIIIANY, YTO MBI TOJIBKO YTO CKa3ajau. Y MeHs HeT APYTUX COKPOBHUILL,
KpOME 3TOTO0.

- Yépt! [Touemy Mos MuyIasi ciegyeT 3a ToOOH, ecriu y Te6si HeT COKPOBHUIN? - 00/1alaTeNb 3ByYHOTO
r0JI0Ca CHOBA PA303JIUIICS.

- OTKyna MHe 3HATh?

Benwii MmnepaTop u YépHoe Ilepo oOMeHsIuCh B3TIsIAaMH, UX Tla3a ObUty 0ecroKouHEIME. OHI
OTIPEeNeNIEHHO He TOAXOOUIIY B COIIEPHUKU 3TOMY YesI0BeKy. ECu OHM ero pa3o3yaT, OHU He CMOTYT
CIIAaCTH CBOM XM3HU, HaxKe He TOBOPS 0 TOM, YTOOB HOOPAThCs MO CEepAlla OTHs.

- OH, COMJIAK, Tl BCE eIlé CepOuIlbCs! - B 9TOT MOMEHT B 3ByYHOM T'0JI0Ce He OBITIO U CJlefia THeRBa.
3areM BO31yX mepern AoIlyaH Hadasl Cerka ApoxkaTh. YemoBeyeckas purypa MemjIeHHO MOSIBUIACH



rnepen BCeMH.

Y yenoBeKa mepen HUMU ObUIM [JTMHHBIE, HUCIIQMIAIOIIKNE BOJIOCH, X €T0 JIYHHOE OfiesTHIe
IEMOHCTPUPOBAJIO €T0 CTPOHOE Teno. ETo ToHKMe, Y4yBCTBEHHBIE I'YOBI OBLIM UCKPUBJIEHEL B
yCMeIlIKe, a ero ra3a, mypsich, cMoTpenyu Ha Llu AormryaH.

- Munas, nomouau Crofa, - 04apoBaTeJIbHLIM MyKUYMHA IIPOTSAHYJ PYKY ¥ MaxHyJl B CTOPOHY KOTa-
Kjlaga, KOTOPHIY MO-IpexXkHeMYy cufen Ha miede Ly Aomyad. Ho KOT UTHOPHPOBa 30BYIIETO €0
04apoBaTENIbHOT0 YeJI0BeKa, BMECTO 3TOr0 IsIsACh Ha Llu AomryaH.

- OTgay CBOE COKPOBHIIE, - CKa3all OH. YBUOEB, YTO KOT UTHOPUPYET €ro, 0YapoBaTeIbHbLIM Y€JI0BEK
crar emé 6oree pa3bsapeéHHBIM. OH 3akpuyan Ha [Iu AomyaH. - Eciiu TH He oTfalb cama, s yObio
Te0s ¥ BO3bMY IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOE KOJIBII0!

- Mﬁyl - KOrga KOT YCJIBIIIAJ CJIOBA X03dKMHA, OH CEPOUTO BEITAIIIUII KOT'TH. B CJ'IGILYI-OH.II/Iﬁ MOMEHT OH
IMOSABUIICA Ha JINII€ MYXKYWHEI 1 0e3KaloCTHO Havall ITapamaTk ero. Heckonpko KPOBaBLEIX OTMETHH
IOSABHUIIOCH Ha 3TOM IIPEKPACHOM JIHIIE.
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