I'maBa 345. U uto C TOTO?

Lluuap My BnepBble BUOET CTapPeUIINHY IEPEBHHU B CTOJIb 0€CIIOMOIIHOM ¥ OTYassHHOM COCTOSIHUU. TOT
IenIsAscs 3a Hero, Oy[ATO 3a clacaTeNlbHbIN KPYT, YMOJSAS yTallluTh 00paTHO B fepeBHI0 LlaHs Jlao, B
ero COOCTBEHHBINM MalleHbKUN MUP.

HapeHb He MOT IIOBEPUTH, UTO HepenyraHHHﬂ u OHYCTOH.IGHHLIfI CTapHUK I1epegq HUM Ha CaMOM [eJjie
TOT CaMBbIi 9KCIIEPT, KOT'Aa-TO O6y‘-IaBH.II/Iﬁ ero. OH HEKOTrOa OBl He ImogyMail, 94TO TOT TaK JIETKO
COacCTCs.

CrapeliinrHa BCeTia TOBOPUII, YTO OH CJIMIIIKOM CHJIEH [JIS 9TOTO MHPa, HO ero yoexmeHus
Pa3pyIIUIUCh HEBEPOSTHO JIETKO.

[ToTepnes mopaxkeHue BIEPBLIE, OH OTIIPABUIICS B mepeBHI0 LlaHb JIao, 4TOOR TPeBPATUTHCS B
CTapuKa-wHBanuaa 0e3 Kakux-mibo amOunuii. Eciou Ol cTaphii Ma, HeMOM, IeJTUTeNb U OCTaIbHEIe
He MIPUCOEeIUHUIIUCH K HEMY, CTPAIIHO OBIJIO IIPEACTaBUTh, YTO OBl C HUM CTaJlIo.

[luub My BCE elllé IOMHUII BUJl OMMHOKOTO CTapEMRIIMHEI II0CTIe TOT'0, KaK YIIIYU IeJIUTEeNb U
OCTajIbHBEIE. YIIaBIINii TyXOM CTapHUK IIPOCTO CUMAEN ¥ BXOMla B IEPEBHIO, TEPIIS YAAPH HOXK[S, BETPa,
TBMBI ¥ OTITyCKasi AJTMHHIOMIYI0 60poay. Bcé 3To CayYunoch moToMy, 9YTO Y HETO BCET0-HABCETO
IIPOTIAJIO XKeJlaHKue IIPOCTO COBUHYTHCS C MECTa.

Crapuk He mymal O CBOeil BHEIITHOCTH, He eJl ¥ He muil. Ka3anock, Oy[ATO OH XOTeJl CTHUTH NMPSIMO Ha
MecTe. TeM He MeHee, KOTla CTapeyIINHa II0CTpafasl BIepBhle, OH, JOJIKHO OBITh, Pa304apoBaCs
emé cunbHee. Torga MuyHas Heyfada 3acTaBUIa ero OTepsTh JII000i HHTEPeC K KU3HH,
IIpeBpallasch B He 0ojiee UeM KUBOU TPYIL.

OpHako Teneps, CTapeuInHa IIocTpagal He OT IMYHOI0 TI0OpaXKeHus, a 0T HeyAayd IPeXHUX
HNmnepaTtopos JIopei, BKITIOUYUTENRHO ¢ MMnepaTopoM Jliogel mepBOro MOKOIeHus!

Lluap My 4yBCTBOBaJ OT4YasiHUE KOTA-TO BEJIMKOTO YyeyioBeKa. OH HAllOMUHAJ UCIYTaHHOTO pebEHKa,
KOTOPBIY XOTEJI BEPHYTHLCS B CBOM MUD, YTOOH! 3a/IM3aTh PaHbl, & MOXKeT OBITh IPOCTO AJIS TOTO,
YTOOB! CIIPSATAThCS B TEMHOM YTOJIKE, Tle HUKTO He CMOXKeT BULIeTh, KaK OH o0pallaeTcs TJIEHOM.

He ucmbiTaB momoOHOT0 pa3oyapoBaHUs B XKM3HH, IOHOIIIA HE MOT IIPEICTaBUTh, YTO KMEHHO ceryac
YYBCTBOBAJI CTapeiIlnHa NePeBHHU.

OtmensuuK Lun FO, cTOA HemoganeKy, MOCMOTPeN Ha CTapeUIInHY I'la3aMy ITOJIHBIMU KaJIOCTU U
TSKeJI0 B3oxHyJ. OH XOTell TaK CUJIbHO paHUTh He cTaporo MMmneparopa Jlrogeii, a HoBoro, LluHb
My. OH X0TeJ IpenofaTh MaJeHbKOMY Mep3aBIly, KOTOPHIH elllé He 3Hajl 0 Benu4uu Heba U 3eMIIH,
JKECTOKHU YPOK, JaTh eMY ITOHSTh, UTO BCE, K YeMYy OH CTPEMMUIICS, ¥ BCSI OTBETCTBEHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO
OH Ha ce0s B3s1JI, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OKaxXeTCs LIyTKOM. Bce ero HameX bl ¥ YCUIUS OKaXKyTCS
HalpacHbBIMU!

TeMm He MeHee, pa3pyIIaloNIUi yoap momnan He B [luas My, a B €ro CTaporo gpyra, B MyXK4KHY,
BMeCTe C KOTOPEIM OH Yepe3 MHOT'0€ IIPOIIETT B MOJIOAOCTH.

B Te BpeMeHa, cTapelllInHa IPUTJIaCUl €r0 CIIYCTUTHCS C TOPHI, Ha YTO TOT COTJIACUJICS, HO YTO C
tToro? BepHyBimck B Manenbkyoo Hedppurtosyio CTomnuily, oH ObUI IIOKPHIT paHaMu. [[axke ero ceppie
Op1710 pa30uTo. C TOro MOMEHTa ero BoJIs Obl/la CJIOMJIEHA, a TOPsYasi KPOBb OCTHIJIA.

B nocnepnyromue rogbl OH MPOYUTAJl BCEBO3MOXKHEIE 3anucu ManeHbkon HedputoBoit CTONMUIIE,
MHOTO€ y3HaB 00 ucTopuu. YeMm oOIIMpHEEe CTAaHOBUIIUCH €r0 3HAHUS, TEM MEHbIIIe 0CTaBajIoCh OT



TOT'O IIAaPHMA, 9YTO B MOJIOOJOCTHU CIIYCTHUJICA C T'OPHI.

Korga [luap My IpHUINEN K HEMY C TEXHUKOM, CIIOCOOHOM BOCCTaHOBUTH 002KECTBEHHBIN MOCT U
II03BOJIUTD YEJIOBEKY CTaTh O0OTOM, OH U BIIpaBAY Ha MTHOBeHUE ObI TPOHYT. Ero xomogHas KpoBb
BHOBb 3allleBeJInIach.

Ho B crmemytomuii MUT, OHa CHOBA OCTHITIA.
U uto C TOTO?

[Taxe ecny OH CMOXKET BOCCTAHOBUTDH CBOU 002KeCTBEHHBIM MOCT, pa3Be OH CTaHET CHUJIbHEE
6eCCMepTHBIX, CO3[IaBIINX 3TO MECTO?

U uTo C Toro, ecnu cTaphii iMmepatop JIrogei cM0OXKeT BOCCTaHOBUTh CBOM 003KECTBEHHBIM MOCT?
CMOXKeT JI1 OH CTaTh CUJIbHEee mepBoro MMnepaTopa JIrogeit, ocHoBaBIIero 3an MMnepaTopos
JTropeir?

U gTo c Toro, uto Lluas My ctaneT 6oroM? OxaxeTcs i oH cunbHee CBATOoro [IpoBoceka HebecHoro
Cesitoro Kymnbra?

— W 4Tto0 ¢ TOro? — ycnwimae rojgoc Lluae My, oturenbHUK LuH FO Ol cnerka omenomnéeH. FOHen
OBTOPHUITI (hpa3y elré pas, mocje yeMy yIbOHYIICS pa30dyapoBaHHOMY cTapelmuue. — M 9To ¢ Toro?
Henymka cTapeuIlrHa, YTO C TOTO, YTO OHU IIOTEPIENA Heygady?

— HauBHbit pe6EHOK, — oTimenbHUK LluH HO pa3pasuics cMexoM, Kadas TojioBoi. — HoBBIN
Vimmepatop Jliomelt — BCero JuIllb HauBHbIM peOEHOK, KOTOPOMY HPaBUThCSI UTPATh C Bomoi. Korma-
TO 51 TOXKe OBLT TAKUM, HAUBHEIM PEOEHKOM...

[uub My yIeIOHYIICS:

— [Ipexuue Mmnepatops! Jltogei 1 genylika CTapeullnHa noTepnenyu Heygady. Y uto ¢ Toro? Korga
IIPOBaIHUICA NepBui MMmnepaTop JIomeii, pa3Be Ha ero MeCTe He IOSBHUJIICSA BTOPOU? A IOCe HeTo,
pas3Be He MOSBUJICS TpeTuil? CTapeuIinuHa, faxe eciu y Te0s HU4ero He IOJIy4YUIoCh, pa3Be MeHs
HeT?

CrapeiimrHa OBl ommeoMiI€H. Ero 6eble BOJIOCH Kayaauch, KOTIa CTapUK 3aBEPTEN T'0JI0BOM:
— ¢ He x04y, YTOOHI TH CTaJl TAKUM, KaK SI... — IIPOTOBOPUII OH CKBO3b PHIMAHUS.

B 3TOT Mur 0H OBITT BCET0 JIMIIL OOBIYHEIM YeJI0BEeKOM, a He MmepaTopoM Jliome, criocOOHEIM
nepeBepHyTh HeOO 1 3emmi0. OH He 0T Borom Meda, 4bM HaBHIKM MeYa JOCTUTIM obnacty myTu. OH
OBLIT MCKaJIeYeHHBIM CTaPHUKOM, KOTOPBIHM XOTEJ, YTOOB €r0 OUTS He IOIIJIO II0 eT0 CTOIaM.

— 4 Teno Tupana, Tl 3a6b11? — ¢ yneIOKOM mporoBopun Liuae My. — EgunctBenHoe Teno TupaHa,
KOTOpOE BEIPACTHUJIX BCe BH. Pa3Be 3TOT0 HELOCTATOYHO?

— Teno Tupana?! — cTapeuInyHa U OTIIEIbHUK BOCKIMKHYIM B YHUCOH, IIOCJIe YEr0 CTaperIInHa
npogoikun. — Temo Tupana! 339M, ToyHO... My’ap, IpocTo UmEM foMoi, mapHo? I1pormry Tebs!

2KusnenHas 11 I0HOIIM TYT 3Ke BBIpBaliaCh HapyXKy, MOOHUMAs CTaPEUIINHY C 3eM/IH. YIbI0OKa mapHs
CBepKaJla KaK yTpeHHee COJHIle paHHelW BecHOM. Ka3anock, OHa B cuilax pa3orHaTh TEMHLIE TYy4YHd B
cepplax OKPYKaIIKUX, TPUHOCS UM TEINI0 U HaflexKay.

— Teno Tupana HUKOTA HE IIPUMET NIOpaXXKeHUs, HUKOTia He IPUMET CMepTh! — BHIIPSIMUB CIIUHY,



Lluas My 3ar0BOPHII C HEOIIKCYEMO 3apa3uTeIbHEIM, BHYIIMTEILHEIM U YBEPEHHBIM I'0JI0COM. — $1
CTaHy JIy4llle BCeX Bac u 00Jblie He 6Yoy HOMEPOM [Ba BO BCEM Mupe!

— 4 npeB3oiigy TeOs B HaBBIKAX Me4a, CTaHOBSICh boromM Meda u JOCTUTHY BePIIKMHEI IyTH Meda.
IIPeB30UAY LEeIUTENIs B UCKYCCTBE JIeYeHUs], OHHOHOIOr0 B CKOPOCTY, HEMOTO B KOBKE, I'JIyXOr0 B
pucoBaHuy, cTaporo Ma B HaBHIKaX KyjlakKa, IeQyLIKy MSICHUAKA BO BllafleHUU HOXKOM, a 6a0ymky Cul B
00KeCTBEHHBIX HCKyccTBax! {1 cTaHy caMbIM CUJIBHEIM B MUpe!

OtmensHuK LuH IO rpoMKo paccMmesncs:

— AmOunu MmnepaTopa Jltogei moxBalbHE, HO CMOXKEIb JIX Thl CTATh JIy4Ille 9TUX KaMEeHHBIX
cratyi? [TpeB3ouaéents mu Thl 60T0B Benmukux Pyun? [Jaxe eciu a, CTaHeIb JIX Thl CUJIbHEe
Nmneparopa-OcHoBaTens?

Ero romoc nocTeneHHO CTaHOBUIICS CYPOBEIM, GYI[TO OH 4YHUTaJl I0OHOIIIE JIEKIIHIO:

— TrI BCero JUIb HAUBHEIM, CaMOyBePEHHEIN PeOEHOK, KOTOPHIM HUKOITla He CTaJIKKUBAJICS C
HeymayaMy WM UCIBITaHUSMU, TaK YTO BO3Bpalllaiics o0paTHO UTPaThCS ¢ Bofoi! Pa3Be He XOpOIIIO
OBITH OOBIYHEIM YEJIOBEKOM U KUTh OOBIYHOM XKU3HBI0? TH He B CHUJIaX IMOHSTH MUP B3POCIIBIX!

uap My nopgHsI IoJIOBYy, OCMaTpuBas KaMeHHbIe CTaTy!, U CIIOKOMHO OTBETUIIL:

— Ecnu 51 6yny paboTaTh HEIOCTATOYHO YCEPOHO ¥ HE CTPEMUTLCS K YCIEXy, TO, ECTECTBEHHO, He
CMOTY IIpeB30MTH IepBoro MMmeparopa Jliomeit. Ho ecnu 51 OyAoy UOTH IIar 3a IIaroM, TO IOSIBUTHCS
IIaHC ¥ Hapexkna. Ecnu He paboTaTh ¥ UATH K YCIIEXY, BMECTO 9TOT0 ITOCTOSTHHO AyMasi O IIOpaXKeHuH,
TO HUYEro He BHIIIET!

On Opocur B3TJISIT Ha CTapuKa:

— BeccmepTheiit Lusn 0, ecnu Thl 6eCCMEPTHEBIN, 3HAUUT, THl HUKOTA HEe YMPEIIh?
CTapuk mokadaii 'OJI0BOM:

— Kaxpreiii 6eccMepTHBIN KOTHa-HUOYIb YMPET.

— YT0 TH OCTABUIIIL TIOCTIE Ce05I? — CIIPOCHUJT IOHOIIIA.

OTIIeTbHUK OTBETHUII:

— 4 He mpuHEC Cc coO0¥ HUYEro, Korfa POJUIICS, TaK YTO U He OCTaBII0, KOTa YULy.
Luub My yIeIOHYTICS:

— Ho 6eccmepTtHbie Manenvkoit HedpuTtoBoi CTONMUIIE OCTaBUIIU ITOC/e ce0s KaMeHHBIe CTaTyH, Tak
Xe, Kak u nepseid Umnepatop Jlrogen u Cesatou [IpoBocek. Pa3Be OHU m0-HACTOSLIEMY MEPTBHI?
Korpa B Benukux PynHax HacTynaeT HOUb, S BUOeEJl, KaK KaMeHHas CcTaTys He0OeCHOro KOpos
BEPXOM Ha IMJIMHE OTIIPABUJIACh YOUBATh 00KECTBEHHBIX TPAKOHOB, s BUOEN, KaK CTATyd 0XKHUBAJIH,
BO3BpaIIasich B OUTBY. & maxke BUfeJl, KAK OHM CBEPKAIOT 00KECTBEHHBIM CBETOM, 3alUIIas JTI0eH
Benukux PyuH HOYBI0. A YTO OCTaBUIIb 110 cebe ThI, KOT{la YMPEIIL? — OH He 0XKIAJICS 0TBETa
CTapuKa, 0TBe4asd BMeCTO Hero. — Huuero!

OtwenbHuK LuH O pa3o3nuics, ¢ HaTSKHOM yIbIOKOM Kadas TOJI0BOM:

— TrI Bce elé ManeHbKUM PeOEHOK, KOTOPHIM TOIBKO U 3HAET, KaK XBacTaThCs, HUUETo He TIOHUMas 0



NOCTHXKEHUSX U IMoTepsx. Korga-To TBOs T0I0Ba, TEJIO U Cep/lie TMOTHOCTEIO IOKPOITCS paHaMHM, KaK
¥ CIIYYMIIOCh CO MHOM U cTapeiM MMmepaTopoM Jlrome#i. Korga HacTaHeT 3TOT MOMEHT, TBOSI CEMbS
norubHeT, ¥ He OCTaHeTCs Jaxe pebEéHKa, YTOOL MPOBOOUTE TeOs B IyTh. Torma TH ¥ MOUMEIIh, YTO
MOM CJIOBa OBIJIA BEJIMKON MYyIPOCTHIO.

KOne1 mogHsI B3r/IS] Ha KaMEHHBIE CTaTyy, CIIOKOMHO TOBOPA:

— OHU 0XMBYT, ¥ KOTHa B MUPe CHOBA MOSIBUTLCS HaflexkKaa, OHU IIPOMOJIKAT 3a Heé cpaxkaThcs. Ho
KOT'[la HaCTYIIUT 9TO BpeMs, CMOXKeT i beccMepTHbiM LIvH FO BEpHYTHCSA BMECTE C HUMU U BCTYIIUTH
B 601i? Het, moTOMY 4YTO OH yKe yMep.

B sipocTu oTIIENbHUK CHefas mar Bruepén. Ero omexkma Havyasla TpemeTaTb, HECMOTPS Ha OTCYTCTBHUE
BETPa, a BOJIOCH K0nebaThCs, KaK BAPYT OH Kpudal:

— Iaxe ecnu Tl IMnepaTop JItomeit, 9TO Tl MOXKEIIb COeIaTh?
HOHo1a B3rnsiHyN1 €My B riasa:
— 4 — Teno Tupasna.

— B Mupe He cymecTtByeT Tena TupaHa! — OrIyIIMTEIbHO TPOKPUYATT OTIIENBHUK. — YTO 3TO O611*Th
BoOOI11e Takoe? B Mupe He cymecTByeT Hu4Yero nopobuoro! Koro Trl co6pascst 00MaHyTh?

— B mupe ects Teno TupaHa, — BHE3amHO OTKPHUI pOT cTapeimuna. Liua O omrenomMneHHO
TIOBEPHYJI CBOM B3TJIA[ Ha Hero. CTapeliirHa ¢ TPyOoM BbIOpacs u3 o0bsATul Ku3HeHHo! Lu [lunb
My, noasneras B BO3OYX C TOPXKECTBEHHBEIM TUI[OM. — B Mupe cyiectyeT Tesno Tupana. Teno Tupasa
13 nepeBHU Be33ab0THOM.

Cepane oTmIeNnbHYUKA B3LPOTHYJIO, KOTHa OH B CIIellKe oBepHYICcA K Llues My, npokpuyas:
— Tl UMeellIb BBUAY, YTO...
— Ero damunus Huss, pamunus VimnepaTopa-OcHoBaTeN .

CTapefIHIHHa, Ka3aJIoCh, ©30aBUJICS OT CBOEH Hpe}KHefI gerrpecCruu, HO B TOHE €Tr0 I'0JIOCa OO0 CUX II0P
YYBCTBOBAJIACh HOTKA UCTOILIIEHUSA:

— lunub u3 nepeBHu be33aboTHOM, L[Hb, KOTOPHIN CTED C JIKMlla 3€MJIX BOCEMb CTpaH, 00heHUB
Bech Mup. OH Teno Tupana, HecpaBHeHHOe Teso Tupana!

— JlepeBHus be33aboTHas? — ceplle OTIIeTbHUKA HEKOHTPOIUPYEMO CTy4asio, OTYETO CTaPUKY
TIOHAMO0MI0Ch HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, YTOOBI COOPAThCS C MBICISME. 3aTE€M OH CIIpocul. — LIuHb u3
HepeBuu be3zaboruoi? ®amunus MmnepaTopa-OcHoBaTens? 30/10Tast KHUTA U3 JePEeBHU
Be33abotHoii? B mepeBHe Be33a00THOM 0CTaICS KTO-TO U3 ceMbU [IMHB?

CrapedivHa epeBHU KUBHYIL:
— M5 He MOXeM HUYero chaenaTh, Ho ceMbs LIuHb MOXKeT.

Ha nuie LHun IO nosiBuIOCHE B3BOJTHOBAHHOE BBEIPA2K€HHUE, HO BCKOPE CTAaPHUK CMOT €I0 CKPHITh,
3aXHUXUKaB:

— Crapsiii 6par [ao, KaxkeTcs, He CIIUIIKOM MHOTO 3HaeT 00 dnoxe Umnepatopa-OcHoBaTens. UTo
MOXKeT creaTh ceMbsi LIluHb? Pa3Be OHM He TOPCTKA HEYIAYHUKOB, Kak U MH? [lepeBHs be33aboTHas



He 0oJlee YyeM KydKa JIIOfiel, TBITAIOIUXCS BEKUTh. Kakas pa3Hulla Mexny HUMU, 1 ManieHbKOn
Hedputosoit Ctonuueit? Ha camoM fese, TH JaXke caM B 3TO HE BEPUILb.

CrapeiiimriHa Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMOJI4dall, IOCjie YeTr0 BHE3aHO OTKPHI POT:
— Hapgexna ecTh HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO OHA YCKO/Ib3aeT.
C 6e3pa3nuyHEIM BhIpaxkenueM nuila, [lua KO mporoBopuit:

— He ucnonw3ayii mepeBHio 5e33ab0THYI0, YTOOL HafmaBUTh Ha MeHs. B Helt HeT Tena TupaHa. B atom
mupe HeT Tena TupaHa.

— My’sp MOXKeT [OKa3aTh IPOTHUBOIIOJI0OKHOE, — TOPKECTBEHHO OTBETHUI CTaperiirnHa. — OH MOXKeT
OOKa3aTh, YTO OH eIUHCTBEHHOe Tesio TupaHa B Mupe!

un KO rpoMKo paccMmesincs, Kadast TOJIOBOM:

— Bpar [Jao, T Teneps yMeels TONbKO araTte? Tesnno Tupana, xe-xe, Teno TupaHa... — ero rojuoc
BHE3aIlHO CTaJl HEBEPOSITHO TPOMKHUM, 3BEHS B KaX[I0M yrojike ManeHbkou HedputoBou CTOMULEL. —
[TocnepgoBaTenu Maneunbkorr HedpputoBoit CTOMUIE], KO MHE!

[luub My GBI CTIeTKa OIIeI0MIIeH.

JINIT0 OTIIEeTbHUKA O6p€]’[0 TOPZKECTBEHHOE BRIPAZKEHNE, KOI'Td OH YCTAaBUJICA Ha IOHONIY 2KECTOKHNM
B3rIdgoM, €Tro pPyKaBa Ha4aJlkd OPOXKaATh:

— Jloxkaxu! Manenbkasi HedppuroBas CTonuiia IOATOTOBUIIA NI TPEX YIEHUKOB, ¥, €CIIHA THI
CMOXKeIIb UX OfI0JIETh, S CIYIIYCh C TOPHI CIefoM 3a ToOou!

HOHel HanpsAr CBOM MBI, TPUIIOAHUMAas OPOBU U yIbIOASICh:

— BeccmepTaeit Lusn 1O, moBmio Te6s Ha cioBe. Ho Tpu — 3TO CIMIIKOM Majio, moyeMy Ol Bce
6eccmepTHBEIE Manenbkol HedprutoBoit CToNMuUIEI He 00BeUHUIN CBOM CHUJIBI, M aTaKOBaIu MEHS
BMecTe? Mactep [Jao u XKynai ToxKe MOTYT IPUCOEIUHUTLCS, — aypa ITapHsg BHe3allHO BhIpBajach
HapYyXKYy, KOT{la OH SIPOCTHO 3apeBesl. — 1 mobbi0 Bac BCex 0 CMepTu!
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