Iuab1no nepecek TkaHeBrle BopoTa. TaM, r7ie OH MOSABUIICS, Y2Ke BCIBIXHYIA ApakKa. JIui JoXKOs,
[lefiasi 3eMJII0 I0BOJIBHO CKOJIb3KOoU. Ho omsiTh e, BCce MPUCYTCTBYIOMIKE ObIIN JOCTATOYHO BEICOKOTO
YPOBHSI, YTOOHI 3TO UM He MeIlIaJo.

Tam ObLJI0 BEICTPOEHO 60JIbIlI0e KOTMYEeCTBO HEOOBIINX, pa3MepPOM C YesloBeKa, MaruMaTu4eCcKux
Con-nogoOHBIX equHUI. BHIBIINMI KOMaHAXD KOpIyca AUPH cKa3aja UM, YTO 3TH CYIIeCcTBa
Ha3bIBalOTCsI Marudeckumu CTpazxkami.

— Aaaa, aaaa, aaaaa! — AyaH B3BBIJI, pa3MaxuBasi MEYOM.

CTpaxu HU B KOeM ciIy4ae He Oblu c1a0bIMU MPOTUBHUKAMHY, HO, HECMOTPS Ha 3TO, OH IIPOHECCS
CKBO3b HUX, KaK OyITO OHU OBLIM CIJIETEHHBIMU U3 BETOK, C KaXKIbIM B3MaxOM yMeHbIIast
KOJIMYECTBO OKPYKaIOIIKX CTpaXxel. [Jaxe Mpu MJI0X0H BUAUMOCTH U3-3a CUIIBHOTO NOK[S eMy He
HY2KHO OBIJTO BHITHPATH ra3a. Co CTOPOHEI 3TO BHITJIAAENO KAk 6eCIOPSI0YHOE Pa3MaxuBaHUe
Me4YoM, HO KaxKObIH yaap MMomajaasl B Lellb.

AnaH, 6e3 coMHeHUSsT, OBITT BOMHOM BHICOKOTO YPOBHS. OH He OBbIJT 0OBIYHBEIM OOITYHOM; ¥ HETO
OTmpefesIeHHO XBATaJI0 CHUJI, YTOOR COOTBETCTBOBATH CBOEMY XBAaCTOBCTRY.

SHB(beICKHfI BOWH, OJIETHIN B qépHoe, Tanartoc, B3MaXHYJI CBOUM YE€PHBIM OJIMHHBIM ME€4YOM, CJIIOBHO
OTKA3bIBagACh YCTYIIAaThk CBOEMY TOBAPHUIITY. XO0Ts, II0X0XKE, €My IIPUIIJIOCH HEMHOI'O TPyOHEE.

— Xaaa! «Pa3pymurens [JemoHOB»! «CBsmeHHOoe opabomenue»! Aaaaaaaax!

MaHO-CTpeJ'IOK OEeBYIIKa-JEeMOH, CTOSBINAA I103aX HUX, IOBBEICKUJIA I'OJIOC.

— TlpekpaTu BHIKPUKUBATL CBOM AypallKue NIMHHBIE Ha3BaHUS aTak! ITO IIyIo, 4epT BO3bMHU!
[Tpocro y6eit ux! »

— Tumrna! 2KeHIMHEL He UMEIOT IIpaBa r'ojioca B MyKCKUX BOIIpocax!

— OnsaTe U3aeBaelIbCs HaL XKeHIMHaMHy, aa?! A ckaxy negu Hoa!

— Hr?! Oeizu!

«BepHoO, ee 30ByT [lei3u.»

I1abi1o e1e He 3AIIOMHUII UX UMEH.

Bapyr TarnaToc HallpaBUI CBOX YEPHBIM Med B CTOPOHY [lel3Hu... U yaapuil CTpaxka, KOTOPBII
IIOAKpaJiCd K Heu c3aau. M3maB BOCXUTUTEIbHBIM B3I, OHa HEJIOBKO 3aroBOpHa:



...C-Cmacub6o.

— Ty... 4 cam cebe He MOTY IIOBEPUThH, — TAHATOC C TOPEYbI0 MPUIIENIKHYTT I3bIKOM. — 91 mobenun
ero, mpexmae YeM cMoT 00bsIBUTh Ha3BaHUE CBOEH aTaKH.

— Ecnu TH MOXKelIb caenaTh 9TO OAUH Pa3, feflal 3T0O Bce BpeMs! — BOCKIUKHY/A [[ei3u.

— He moxmpémbes! Tak BHIMIIO JTAIIB U3-3a TOT'0, YTO ST XOTEJ 3allUTUTL CBOETO TOBAPHUIIA.

3areM TaHATOC PE3KO Pa3BepHYJICS U OPOCUIICS Ha OPYrOro Bpara, BLIKPUKUBAS ellle OLHO SPKOe
Ha3BaHUE aTaKH.

— Boxe, — Hapmymack [lei3u u HampaBuila MUCTOJIET HAa APYroro crpaxa. Habmogas 3a ux
IIpenuparenscTBaMy, [11abi0 IOYyBCTBOBAJ CTPAHHOE XKKEHUE B KUBOTE.

«...000. [TocMOTpHY Ha HUX, OHU QIIUPTYIOT B Pasrap BaKHON OUTBEI».

Iurabii0 HUYEro TaK He HeHaBU[Iell, KaK Heo0X0OUMOCTh Pa3roBapHUBaTh C IPYTUMH JTIOIbMU,
0Cco0eHHO C MOJIOIBIMY XKeHINUHaMU. Y Ha caMOM [iefie 3TO He OBIIO MPUYUHOM, IT0 KOTOPOM OH TakK
ce0sT YyBCTBOBAJ... Y€CTHO TOBOPSI, 9TO OMPENEIeHHO He OBIJI0 MPUYUHOM, HO... BUT TIap,
GUpTyOUMX Ha mojie 6051, HAIIOHUI €0 XeJlaHueM YOUBATh.

Ho aTo 6ri1a He peBHOCTH! HaBepHska! Touno!

«CMeIBaTh POMaHTUKY ¢ OUTBOM IIPOCTO HenpocTuTenbHO! IToe OUTBH - CBSLIEHHOE MeCTO!
HasepHska!»

BosmoxHo...

— Tu... Ham Hyx)HO0 o6eguTh IMnepaTopa, HO... MOXKET MHE CTOUT CHadasia moGemuTh 3THX
HOpManoB? — [lua6io mpobopmoTasn cebe oy HOC.

— O 4yeM, 4epT BO3bMHU, TH TOBOPHUIIIL? — cripocuiia Hoa, mpepriBast 3TOT MpayHBIM MOHOJIOT.

O4eBUOHO, OHA YCIIBIIIIalIa €ro.

— Xwmng. IToxoxke, TH TPEKPACHO CIIPABUIILCS U 663 MeHs, — cKa3as [Iuabio.

— $1 “CKpeHHe Haflel0Ch, YTO 3TO TaK, — CKalaja Hoa, HAaXMypPUBIIKCh.



— CTpa}KI/I — 9TO IIPOCTO HabmogaTenu, — cKasaja AﬁpPI, Kayas T0JI0BOM, CTOS pdaooMm C Hoa.

— Brino 081 nydine, ecynu OBl MBI CMOTJIM IPOHUKHYTH B 3aMOK [I0 TOT'0, KaK MOSIBSITCSI OCHOBHEIE
CHUJIBI, HO... Ax!

BuesamHo Aiipu axHyna. [louyBcTBOBaB mpuOnukeHue Bpara, [uabyo ycTaBuics B Ty CTOpoHY. K
HUM IpuOIuKancs 3010Tol MarumaTtuk Cort... (3omoToit I'ongunyc).

2KyTKoe xuxuKaHbe BEIPBAJIOCh M3 MaCCUBHOTO Tejla MaruMmaTtuk Coja, OH IPUONIU3UIICS K HUM,
CJIOBHO CKOJIb34 10 3eMJie. [I1nabio BEICTaBUJI CBOM IIOCOX, YTOOHI IEPEXBATUTh Bpara, KOTOPHII
TS2KeJI0 OCTAHOBUJICA nepel HUM. Ero MeTannnyeckue HOXKKYU BOH3UJIUCH BO BHEIHNE CTEHHl 3aMKa
C KaKO(POHUYECKUM MeTaJUIN4eCKUM CKpPeXKeToM. ['0J10C MCXOOUIT U3 TOTO, YTO BEITIAAENIO KaK
MeradoH Ha ero rojioBe.

— 4 He mymara, YTO Thl OEUCTBUTENbHO NMpuAelb! [TsITasgich mpobpaThcss B MaruMaTuyeckuit 3aMoK
BuoBukc... Kakum riaymneiM Thl MOXKEITb OBITH?!

— ITOT T0JI0C... DTO MEeUCTBUTEILHO ThI, ATTHCHs, — cKa3as Juabio.

MarumaTuk CoJl, Ka3aaoCh, 3allleBeINICS IPU 3BYKe €ro CJIOB.

— Bur....

[Tocne gonroro xonebaHus ['0IfUHYC CO CKPUIIOM OTKDHIICSA. BHyTpu Obinia Anucus, o0enyieHHas
YeM-TO IT0XO0KMM Ha IIlyTnablia, e€ Teso 6610 0671aueH0 B HEUTO 0YeHb II0X0XkKee Ha JIaTeKCHBIN
KocTioM. OHa cBecuja CBOM TOPC HapyXy.

— ...BHBI IeHiCTBUTEIBHO MIPHUIIIIH Clofda, TopA [dua610, — cKa3aja OHa.

— XwM... [Toxoxe, TH He 3a0bl/1a, KTO S TaKO#, — oTBeTHs [uabio.

— KoHeuHO, 1 He MOrJjla TakK IIOCTYIIUTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, S MOKJISIIaCh CBOEU XKU3HBIO CIIYXKHUThH Bam.

Iuab1i0 TOYyBCTBOBAJ HCKpeHHee obneruenue. Ecmu 61 Anucus Hamana B 6e3yMHOM, KPOBOXKaIHOM
sspocTH, To [Jnabyo He OBUT yBEPEH, KaK eMy IOCTYNUTh. [IpeArnonaras, 4To OHAa OTBEPHYJIACh OT HUX,
nobenuTh ee 6e3 momans 6610 OB TPaBUIILHEIM ITOCTYNIKOM. HO OHa He pa3 moMmorasia eMy U ero
IPY3bSM, U OH IeHCTBUTEIHHO YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO [OJIXKEH CIIACTU €€, eCy OHa Oy[eT BO BIaCTU Maruu
mopadoIIeH:s UIIK Yero-TO IOoJ00HOTO.

Korpga Bomio Illepsl noguuuun 6paTt Kuupa, [Inabno cMmor cnactu ee. Y X0Ts B TO BpeMs OHa feflana
9TO U3 JINUHBIX UHTEPECOB, ATIUCUS OeUCTBUTE/IbHO I0MOrajia eMy B 9TOM.



— IToxanyiicta, mpoxomguTe, noph Ouab10, — cKa3ana AMUCHs, YIsI0asICh eMy.

— MMM? — [Tua610 MOA03pUTENIbHO HAaXMYpPHIT OPOBH.

— B KauecTBe HOMOTHUTEILHOM YCIIYTH S TaKXKe M03BOJII0 nequ KpaMm mpoiiTi, — mobaBuia AMHUCHS.

— HomnonHuTenbHasa ycnyra! Kak muno! — KpaMm pafoCcTHO ITOgHSAIA PYKMU.

OpmHako 3TO He OBUT He TOT CJIy4ai, KaK KOTga KTO-TO ITOMe/IUIICS C Hel TUITHed KOH(PeTOoH, Tak 4To
ee pafocTh Oblna SBHO HE0OOCHOBAHHOM. BripazxkeHue uiia duenbrap ObJI0 BCTPEBOKEHHBIM.

-...JTO 3HAYMUT, YTO THl He TI03BOJIUIIb HaM IIPOUTH, BEPHO? — CKa3ajia Hoa ¢ UpOHUYHOU YIIEIOKOM.

— Xe-xe, KOHEYHO, HET, — CKa3ajia ANNCHs, Bce ellle ynbidasick. — I[IpsAMo ceiyac mojaoBUHA MEHS
npuHaanexut Ero BenuuecTBy MiepaTopy, ¥ OH IpuKa3ajl MHe YOUBaTh BCeX He3BaHHIX rocTeit. Ho
caMoe TJIaBHOE...

B rimazax Anucuu mostBUCS 6arpoBei OeckK.

— Hoa KubyH. { He MOTy CMUPUTLCS C TeM (PaKTOM, UTO CYLIECTBYIOT TaKKe YPOJIUBLIE CYIIIECTBA,
Kak ThI!

Anucus Bcerga nuTasa riy0oKyi0 HEHABUCTD K JIIO[SIM U3 BRICIIUX 311EJI0HOB BilacTu KoponeBcTBa
JIudenus. HacTonpko CUIBHO, UTO OHA [aXKe X0TeNla yBUAETh, KakK [loBenuTesnsb [leMOHOB
BO3POAUTCS, ¥ UCUAAUS YHUYTOXKAT CMEPTHHIE PACHL.

— Vpomnuseiii? — Hoa HacMexanach Haf Hell. — Kak HacyeT TOro, 4YToOk! B3TJITHYTh Ha ce0s,
npexye yeM 003bIBaTh OAPyrux maonei? Tel OTBpaTUTeIbHA. T OblsIa He 6osiee yeM O1aropogHoON
IEeBYIIKOM B ofexXae phiaps. To, 4TO TH 0OKa3aicsd BHyTpu Marumatuka Coi, He 3HAUUT, YTO THI
MOXKeIlb TIOBEPHYTh CBOU KJIMHOK IIPOTUB MeHS!

Ee monroe nmpe0GrIBaHKEe BO IBOPIlE, BEPOSITHO, 3acTaBuio Hoa MPUHATH OUCKPUMUHAIIMOHHOE
MHUPOBO33peHKe, OBITOBABINEE IPK ABOpe. YeCTHO TOBOPS, 3TH ABOE OBITH MOISTPHEIMU
ITPOTUBOIIONIOXKHOCTSIMU OPYT APYyTa.

— ...91 yb6nt0 TeOst 3mech u cerivac, Hoa 2KubyH, — cka3ana Amucusi, ee roioc OB Ha HECKOJIBKO
I'PalyCcoB XOJIOMHEE, YEM MUHYTY Ha3a[l.

Y ¢ stpocTHOM ynrIOKOM Ha ry0ax OHa CKOJIb3HYIa 06paTHO B 30710ToM 'ongunyc. JII0K 3aXJI0MHYIICS,
OTOPBaB HECKOJIbKO BHIOPABIIUXCS HaPyXKy Lrynasnen. OHU yIany Ha 3eMII0 U 3a0UINCh, Kak
oTpyOyieHHEIE XBOCTHI sAepull. MarumaTuk CoJl CHapyKu BHITJISIIEN pOOOTU3UPOBAaHHEIM, HO BHYTPHU
OH OBUI KAKMM-TO MOHCTDPOM C IynanbliamMu. Y 3T mymnanblia, Mo-BUAUMOMY, ObIIM Y4EM-TO BPOJIEe



TepMUHAJA I UMIepaTtopa [IKalabMHIO.

O6cTaHOBKa OBIJIa TAKOBA, YTO UMIIEPATOP [KaIbMUI0 OOJIXKEH OBl OBITH YeJI0BEKOM, HO...

«4 OyMal0, 94TO OH y2K€ IaBHO OT6pOCI/IJ'I BCSAKYIO 4E€JIOBEYHOCTh, KOTOpPAd y HEro OBlma».

— Tl BeposioMHas feBKa...! — ¢ ropeysto BrILTIOHYIa Hoa.

— Ilomoxnute, neagu Hoa! — KanuTtaH opaeHa Makc oCTaHOBUI ee. — { He Aymaro, 4To BaM HyKHO
CBSI3BIBATBCS C HEM, 3TO MOXKET 3a7iepkKaTh HaC 3[eCh!

OH cTOsI Iepen Hel, CIIOBHO IBITAsICh CBOMM MACCHUBHEIM TEJIOM OTPe3aTh €€ CBEPKAIOUIUM B3T IS,

— V6upatiics ¢ moero nytu, Makc! — psiBkHy/Ia Hoa Ha Hero. — 3Ta MajieHbKas IUTIOIIKA Ha3Bajla
MeHs yponuHou! OHa Ha3Bajia MeHH...!

— Ona npoBomupyeT Tebst! — KpukHyn el Maxkc.

— IIa, HO Bce xke! — HacTauBana Hoa.

— Jlegu Hoa! — Makc mOBBICHJI TOJIOC C HECBOMCTBEHHOM €My TPy0O0CTEIO.

910 3actaBusio Hoa B3mpoOrHyTh. 3aTeM OHa CHesaja JOJITHi, TIy0OKuM BOOX U, HAaKOHEI], Ka3ajoCh,
obperna camooOnafanre. O4eBUAHO, OHa Oblia ropa3fo 60jiee UMITYILCUBHOM, YEM BHITIISAENA.

«Wnu, MmoxeTt 6I:>ITI>, CJIY4HUJIOCh YTO-TO, 9YTO 3daCTAaBUJIO €€ BOSHEHABUOETE 3TO CJIIOBO».

Insg quabio xKeHCKoe cepplle ObsI0 TTy00KUM OKeaHOM TalH; ero IIyOuHBI ObIIM Jajieko 3a
npenenaMy ero MoHUMaHus. Y Hero He OBIJIO HY MaJIeHIlero mpefcTaBIeHus 0 TOM, Kak paboTaeT
JKEHCKHUU Pa3yM, HO OH MOT ITOHSTh, YTO HEKOTOPHIE CJI0BA TPABMHUPYIOT €ro.

BoccTaHOBHUB CBOe 0OBIYHOE XOJIOJHOE BEIpazkKeHue uila, Hoa Havasa CIIOKOWHO OTHABATh MMPUKA3HI.

— Tanatoc, Yo0u, 3aimMmuTe ee yeM-HuOyOb. 4 MouAy BIepen.

YoOu OrlIa BEICOKOM MMAHTEPHAHKOM 13 [IBOPIIOBEIX PHIIIAPel, BOMHOM, KOTOPHIH BIaieNl KOIIbEM B TPH
pasa BHIIIE €e.

— [Togoxpu! — cka3ana AUpu C CypOBBIM BEIpaXkKeHUeM JIula. - 30J10TOU ['0JIAuHyC 0T/IM4YaeTcsa OT
npyrux MarumatukoB Coj. Ham npumgeTcst 60poThCS C HUM BCeM BMeCTe!



— Hawm Hyx)HO mobenuth MnepaTopa 10 HaCTYIJIEHUsS HOYM, — TTO0Kavasa ronoBoi Hoa. — Ecnu 310
MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIH Bpar, TO 9TO ellle OffHa IpUYKHa [/1s1 Hac u3beratb 60PHOLE C HUM, HACKOIBKO 3TO
BO3MOXHO.

— Twl coOupaenIbcs KepPTBOBATh CO CBOMMH JIIOAbMH KaK ITaXMATHBRIMH MEeIIKaMU?! — MOTPSICEHHO
CIIpOCHUIIa €€ AUpH.

Ho TaHaTOC OCTAHOBWII €€, He [aB MPONOIKuTh. OH B3MaXHyJI CBOMM YEPHBIM [IMHHLIM MEYOM B
BO3MIyXe ¥ MIPE3PUTENTbHO PACCMesIICS.

— XexX... Brl cka3any, 4TO MBI [OJIZKHEL 3aHATE ee. Ho, KOHEYHO, BBl He BO3paxkaeTe, eClU S ONePXKY
nobeny Haf...

— Ona aTakyeT Hac! — Yo0u ¢ KpUKOM IpepBajia HapuuCCUIeCKyto O0nToBHIO TaHATOCA U
BBICTABHUJIa BIIEPe]] CBOE AJTUHHOE KOIIbe.

Boesoe HNCKYCCTBO, KOTOPO€ OHa KCIIOJIb30BaJia, 3aCTAaBUJIO KOHYMK KOIIbs 3dCBETUTLCS, HO, B
oTnuyre oT TaHaToCa, OHA He BEIKPHMKHBAJIa KaKO€e-TO JJIIMHHOE Ha3BaHUeE. W, KOHEYHO XKe, OHa 3TOT0
He COeialia; 3TO He OBIJIO ITOX0KEe Ha 3aKJIMHAHUE, KOTOpO€ OHa OOJIZKHa Onla ITPOU3HOCHUTE.
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