'nmaBa 63: [IpubniTue B [IepeBHIO 3BEPOIONEH.

[To cnoBam Mucaku, B [lepeBHe Oii3 mpoKuUBaeT 0KOJIO IBYXCOT 3Bepotofer. Kak oHa cka3aia, BCe
OHU IpuHafexar K JIucreyxomy Ilnemenu. Jlaypa yBiieKiacs, IIOAyMaB O JePEBHE, KaK 0 XKMSAK-
JKMSK-CKOJIBKO-X0Uelllb pae, HO, KaK HU AyMal, 0O4eHb I'py00 THCKATh Bcex moapsa 6e3 pa3bopa.
Celtyac OHM OTIPaBUIIUCH B [lepeBHIO [JIs Pa3pelleHus mpobieMsl Xaky, mo3Tomy Jlaype CTOUT
norTy6Ke 3aTOKATh CBOM MEUTH 0 BCIKUX "XkKMsKax". OgHako, cama Jlaypa He Oblia ITOTHOCTHIO
yBEpPEHa, YTO CMOXKET COepPKaThCs.

— JlepeBHIO yXKe BUOHO.

Kaxk u cka3ana Mucaku, Boanu I10Ka3ajoCh OTKPEITOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO B JIeCy Iepern ropoi, U TaM
BH[IHEJIOCH II0CeIeHne. Bce CTpoeHus, CTosIue PAKoM APYT C APYTroM, IIeIMKOM COCTOSIIM U3 IepeBa.
BOn13u gepeBHU BUOHETUCH IIOCEBHEIE TIOJIS, I0X0XKe, IePEeBHS MOTJIa XKUTh B IIOJIHOM YeOUHEHUN.
[ToBciofly B IIOCeJIEHHWH TPOCMaTPUBAJIMCh YeJI0BEKOIIOJO0HbIE CHUITYITH, BOT TOIBKO C XBOCTAMH,
KOTOpBle MOXKHO OBITIO Pa3rIsafeTh faxe u3nanu. 2KenaHue DYIIICTEX YTeX Bo3pocio B Jlaype,
II03TOMY, B Ka4eCTBe IIepBoy oMoy, Jlaypa pemmnia DOraaguTh XBOCT Mucaky, HaXOOAMIUKUCS Ha
PaCCTOSHUY BHITSHYTOU DYKH.

— Ba! IllekotHo! YT0 Bl nenaete, JlaypasmoH-moHO!

— TIpocTu, HUYETO He MOTY HOHeNnaTh... ... B CJIEYIOIIUY pa3, eciiu cO6ePYCh JOTPOHYTHCS, S
00sI3aTeNIbHO MPEeaynpexy Teo... ...

— A ob6s3aTenbHO MeHs TporaTh?! UTo XK, 5 He IPOTUB, €C/IU TOJIBKO HEMHOTO... ...

[Toxoxke, camoii Mucaku He YOaJlOCh BRIICHUTE 3HAYEHUE U OTHOLIEHNE K eé CO6CTBeHHOMy XBOCTY,
II0O3TOMY Ha eeé Jinne MOABUIIOCh 03aJa9€HHO BhEIPDAXKEHHUE.

OpHaKo, VIIIKM M XBOCT 3BepOYeIioBKa 4ymecHbl. OCOOEHHO XBOCT. f MOT'y IPUCTPACTUTHCS.
— H-, Ha camoM fienie, 1 ToXe yKe faBHO My4aloCh XKeJlaHWeM [IOTPoraTh XBOCT Mucaku-caH... ... !
— 4 Toxe.

[lapnoTrTa 1 AHHA IPUCTAJIBHO YCTABUJIUCh Ha XBOCT Mucaku. UX B3rJIsgbl HAIIOMUAHAIIU B3TJISABI
TOJIOMIAIOIIUX JIIOJEel, TT0CTIe TPEXTHEBHOTO MyUeHHUs, HallleJIIINX COYHENIINHN CTEUK.

— W 4yeMm BaM BceM fancs Mou XBocT? Yero TyT Becenoro? bepute npumep ¢ Benukoro Myapena-
[OHO U YCIIOKOUTECH!

Ecnu nogymats, Benukuii Myapern nocienHee BpeMs Cuella MoT4a. 3JHaYUT, €€ COBEPIIEHHO He
MHTEPECYIOT XBOCTHI? Korga Mel BRIpacTeM, MBI TOXKE IIOTepsieM BCAKUM MHTepecC K xBocTaM? O4eHb
TPYCTHO, €CJIU TakK.

— §1 mpocTo, YTO X... ... IIPOCTO 5 y2Ke HaCllafuiIach 9TUM OIIyLUIeHHEM, ITOTIaKKUBasi XBOCTHL ¥ YIIKK
Gormee cTa JIeT, S yKe ycIiella yCTaTh OT TAaKUX JIacK eIé mo poxmeHus Mucaku. [103ToMy s
TIOJTHOCTBIO 0JIaraloCch Ha Bac, HEBOYKH.

— OxX, KaK ¥ 0XKHUAan0Ch oT [[upeKkTopa. Takoi OrpOMHBIN OIBIT MOTJIaXKUBAHUM U J1acK, 60lee ueM
CTO JIeT, mopa3uTenbHo! YTak, pa3 Ml MONy4YuIn pa3pemierre [IMpeKkTopa, Iopa HauuHaTh KMSIK-



KMSAK!
— [loropgute, cTOMTE, OXKANYUCTa, 1 HE flaBajla pa3pelleHus. .. ... axxxx, axxxxx!!

Tpuo meBoYeK BEITSIHYJIM PYYKH, 3allleBeJIUIN [TaJIbUMKaMy, U Havya/iu BIOBOJIb HACIaXkgaTbCsAa
XBocTOM M1ucaku.

Kak g u gymana, 3amMedaTenbHOe omyiieHre. CamMa He 3aMeTH/Ia, KaK Ha JIUIle [TOSIBUIACh yIbIOKa.
Xo4y mpoaosKaTh MHOT'O YacoB MOAPsiA. He MOTYy OCTAaHOBUTHCS, HE X0y OCTaHABIIUBATLCS, MHAYE
BCE OymeT MOTepPSHO.

W moka meBOYKHY HacCHaxKOgaauch XBOCTOM Mucaku, maxe XaKy 3anHTepeCcOoBalacCh IIPOUCXOOAITNM H,
CIIYCTUBIIHNCE C TOJIOBEL J'Iaypbl, OHa TOXKe IIOTPOrajia XBOCT Mrucaku IepegHuMH JlallaMHU.

— 91, neBouku. KoHEUHO, MOXKeTe U fajbllle KMIKaTh €€, HO MBI y2Ke CKopo OymeM B [lepeBHe,
CHepXKUBanWTeCh XOTh HEMHOT0. CMOTpUTe, Mucaku 6e3 CO3HaHMUS.

— Xe? YBaaa, Mucaku-cas, co6epuch, Bo3bMu ce0s B pyKu!
— IInoxo meno! HykHOo HanoXkuTh Ha Heé Maruio Bocctanosnenus!
— Ecnu mogymath, OHa roBOpHUiia O IIEKOTKE... ...

Jlaypa Tpsicna Mucaxku 3a mieun, [llapnoTTa, He 3Has1, OKaXeT I Marus Kakou-To 3hdexr,
HaKIagbBaia Ha Mucaku Maruio Boccranosnenus, a Auna: *[leunlleun*, - cerka miémnana
Mucaku no mekaM. Y Torma, Mucaku OTKphiia ria3a. "Kak Xopoiio, Kak Xopoo", - 06J1er4éHHO
noagymana Jlaypa, HO Mycaku OTKaTuiaach OT HUX U CIpsTanach 3a BemukuMm MyaperioMm.

— Kak g 1 gymara, o[y, 3a UCKIIo4eHueM Benukoro Mynpena-noHo, ykacHbl! KTo 3HaeT, 4TO BH
eIé MOXKeTe BHIKUHYTh, KOTMIa XOTh YyTh-4yTh OCIA0UIIL OOUTETIEHOCTS!

— Bc-, Bcé He Tak... ... HaM IPOCTO 0O4YeHb MMOHPABUJIOCh TTagUTh TBOU XBOCT, Mucaku-can! 9To
JIFOEOBB!

— Bamra "mo60Bb" upe3mepHa!
BmecTe ¢ TeM, moxoxke, Mucaku BCE XkKe TOHSa, YTO [IeHCTBUS NeBOYEK He TauIy 37I0T0 YMEICTIA.

Opuako, Mucaku ocKasnuiia CBOU OT'POMHEIE KJIHIKM, CBEPKas B3TJISIOM B HAIly CTOPOHY. [laxke Tak,
OHa BCE paBHO BHIT/ISAAeNa MuiI0. Kak BooOIme TI0AX B MIPOIIJIOM MOTJIM IPUTECHSATh U YCTPauBaTh
TOHEHHUS TaKUX MUJIBIX 3BEPOII0Oen?

— (Huuero He moHMMAaw0) — 3agyMasack Jlaypa 0 TaMHCTBEHHOU MCTOPUM MTPOLIIOT0, MEXKY TEM
Benukuit Mymapel| Hayasa MOCTEMIEHHO CHUKATh BLICOTY II0JIETAa KOBPA.

Kak mpaBuiio, yBUeB eTaouui KOBEP, BCe He Xuo yauBnsaioTcsa. OgHako, 3Beposogy u3 [lepeBHU
O3, Mo-BUAUMOMY, IPUBBIYHEI K TAKOMY 3pEJIUIy, OHU [aXKe MaXalu pykKaMmu. Tak Kak Benukuu
Mymper B cBO€ BpeMs 4acTo OniBasia B [lepeBHe, CKOpee BCEro, 3BePOJIIONN BOCIIPUHUMAIOT
JIeTaloMui KOBEP, KaK HEUTO caMo Co0O0M pa3yMeloleecst.

— Oxx, Mucaxku. Tsl 671arononyyHo BepHynack. M, Benmukuit Mynpell-noHo. [IaBHO He BUIEHNChH, —
MIOKUJIOW MyXKYMHa 3BepPOUYesIOBEK, ITOAOLIEN K KOBPY, IPU3EMJIMBIIEMYCS 3a IePEeBHEN.

Y cTapuka Ha T0OJIOBE BCE eIllé 0CTaBaJICh BOJIOCH], HO Bce OHU ObUIM cepbl. Ha BUJ MyKuKHa TSHYI



JieT Ha CEMBbIECAT.

— IlpuBetuku~, Crapeninta. [TocmemnHui pa3 Mbl BUOENINCh IONTOMa Ha3aA? XOPOIIO BHITISUIIIE,
— Benukuu Mynpen Ha3Bana Myx4uHy "CTrapeimnHsa”.

— CrapelimuHa-cama. {1 BepHyJach ¥ IpuBe3ia ¢ coboii XaKy-caMa, — Mucaku colIlia ¢ KOBpa H
II0OCMOTpesIa Ha XaKy, CUAIIYI0 Ha KOJIeHsX Y JlaypHl.

— Oxx, Xaky-cama... ... 4 npencTaBAn XyAllee, Koraa Bac CMBIIO CUTTBHBIM JOXKOEM, HO BCE
3aKOHYMIIOCH XOPOIIO, BEI BEITyIUIHCH OJIarOMOTyYHO.

— [Muu~.

CrapeiimuHa CUIbHO 00pafoBascs 61aromnoaydnio u 6e30nacHOCTH XaKy, Ha Kpaelllkax ero Iias,
maxe IPoOCTynuau ciae3uHku. OmHaAKO, caMa XaKy BUIUMO He MPOHUKIIACh K CTapeHInuHe U SBHO He
BEIKA3bIBaJla MHTepeca. XaKy MoTsaHya Jlaypy 3a ofexkay, ToKa3aB TaKyl MOPHOYKY, CIIOBHO OHa
XoTesna 3a0paThCs BHYTPb.

— CTapefILHPIHa. Kak g 1 Hanucama B IKMCEME, XaKy He X04YeT IIOKUOaTh Haypy-T;{H. OHa MMOITHOCTRIO
BOCIIpPUHUMAET €€ Kak CBOIO POOUTENTBEHUITY.

— e e [I0X0XKe Ha IpaBay... ... OOHaKO, faXe XOTh OHa Oblyla IIEPBOM, KOT0 yBUAesa XaKy-caMma I10cye
POXKOeHMs, OHa JeBOYKa-uyel0BeK. E€ BHEITHOCTDb CIIMIIKOM CHUJIBHO OTJIMYAETCS OT BHEIIHOCTH
BoxkectBenHoro 3Beps. [Iymalo, oHa HU KOUM 06pa30M He MOrJjia Tak OmUOUTHCS. [Jaxke ceryac s He
MOTY IIOBEPUTH OO KOHIIA.

— ITo KpaiiHel Mepe, CTOUT IIOBEPUTH ceituac cBouM ria3am. U eme€, Jlaypa-TsSH HeOObIYHAS
neBoudka. JIafiHO, maBaiiTe 06CyIUM BCE C mpenbinyiei Xaky. OHa ellé MOXKeT F'OBOPUTH?

— Ia... ... enBa. Ha camoM fesne, maxke He yYUTHIBas HBIHEIIHETO [efia, s MOJyMbIBal 00paTUTLCI K
Bawm, Benukuit Mynpen-poHo. [IpenurectByomas XaKy-caMa 04€eHb XKejlajla BCTPETUThCS ¢ Bamu,
Benukuit Myapen-noHo.

[TpenmecTByiouas Xaky, CKopee BCero pedb UJET 0 POOUTENIbHUIIE XaKy, Jekalllell Ha KOJIeHIX
Jlaypel. Kak 3aBefieHO, ODHOBPEMEHHO MOXKET CYIIIECTBOBATh M UMEHOBAThCS TaK, TOJIBKO OOUH
BoxkecTBeHHEIN 3Beph. BOT moueMy, moce poxkueHus peO€HKa, HEIHEIIHS ST HOCUTeTbHUIIA UMEeHH
cTana uMeHoBaThcs "[IpedinecTByoomasn”, a e€ OUTS YHACIeA0Balo UMs. TeM He MeHee, POXKIeHue
pebéHKa U Tepefaia UMeHH COBEPIIEeHHO He 3HaMeHYyeT HeMeMJIEHHYI0 CMEPTh POOUTENbHUIIEL. B
VCKJTIOUUTEITbHBIX CIy4Yasix, KaK HbhIHEeIIHUHM, TO eCTh He0OX0OMMOCTh CMEHHI TIOKOJIEHUH, B KOPOTKUA
IIPOMEXYTOK BpeMeHHU B MUpe OyOyT CYIeCTBOBaTh fBa boKeCcTBeHHBIX 3BEpS OJHOTO BUAA.

— HdcHo... ... utak, Jlaypa-TsH. bepu Xaky u cnenyi 3a Hamu. [llapnoTTa-TsH U AHHA-TSH, IOUTpaKTe
moKa ¢ Mucaku, XOpo1Io?

— Bbnun. O yém Brl TonbKo roBopute, Benukuit Mynpeil-cama. KoHeuHO, MBI ITOMIEM BMecTe ¢ Bamu
u Jlaypoii-caH. Ecnu MbI ceiiyac He MOUIEM, KaKOM BOOOIIE CMBICT, OBIJIO OTIIPABIISATHCS CIOMA.

— Umenno. Mu1 ¢ BaMu.

[MTapnoTTa 1 AHHa KpPeIKo CXBaTUIIKUCH 3a Jlaypy ¢ 06eux cTopoH. Ha nuilax meBo4ek npsmo
YUTAaJIOCh, OHU HE OTIYCTAT PyK. HeBaxkHO, 4To cryuuTcs. "4 odeHb OnarogapHa BaM, HO MBI Bpofie
He co0MpaeMcs BiIe3aTh B OITACHOCTh. BaM He HYKHO TakK BOJIHOBATLCS", - momyMarta Jlaypa.



— M~... ... 7afiHO, Xopo1io. MTak, moiméM Bce BMECTe, — JIeTKO COTTIacuiiach Bemukuit Mympet.

OHa KakK Bcerga He 0co60 napuinach nyctsikamu. OgHako, ¢ Apyro# cTopoHsl, Ctapeiimutia U Mucaku
IIPaKTUYECKU IOANPEICHYIN Ha MeCTe OT YAUBJIEHUS.

— Bemnukuii Mynpen-noHo, o 4éM Bei! XoTs oHa yxke [IpefniiecTBeHHHIa, OHa BCE €I
BoxecTtBeHHb 3Bepb. bpaTh Tya Ye0BeYeCKUX AETEN... ...

— IIpaBunbHO! MHI BEHIKaXkeM HeyBaxkeHue!
— Oro. Bepp Jlaypa-TsH 4enoBek, BIpo4yeM, Kak U 1?7 — PaBHOOYIIHO 3aMeTuna Benukuu Mynpet.

— Bemukuit Mynpen-noHno, Bet uckmouenne. Y Jlaypa-moHo usbpanuuiia Xaky. OgHako, Te Boe
oObIYHBIE TI0AM, fa? VX HUKAK Henb3s OpaTh BMecTe ¢ HaMu, — CTapelrHa peluTelbHO OTBEPT
cnosa Benukoro Mynpeina.

OpHaxko, BO3pPazKaThk OOJITO HE CMOT'.

— Tak cka3ana Xaky? OHa roBopuia, 4ero-Hu0yab Bpoe: "He CMelTe IPHUBOAUTH KO MHE JKaJIKUX
monumex”, Tak?

— Her... ... HUYEero Takoro... ... — CrapelmuHa NIOMOPIIUJICS KU3-3a Bompoca Benukoro Myapena, HO
He CMOT [I0JI?KHO BO3DPa3HUTh.

— Bor u mapymku. [ToiigéM Bce BMecTe~.

Bripaxenus nmun CtapedmnHel 1 Mucaky BCE elllé BblgaBald HeYBEPEHHOCTh B IPABUJILHOCTH
IIOCTYTIKa, HO COBEPIIEHHO HUYEero He MOIJIM BO3Pa3uTh HacTauBawel Benukomy Mynpeny. B urore
OHU COTJIAaCHUJIUCH OTIIPaBUTHCA K [IpenmecTByomei XaKy Takoy O0JIbIION IPYIIoN. B CKPHITYIO
nelepy riyboKo B JIecy.
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