ITocye 3aBTpaka MaiK THYHO OTIPABUIICS B 3aMOK T'OPOMICKOTO JIOPAa 1 B ACCOIIHAIINIO
00IIIeCTBEHHOT'0 TUTAHMS, YTOOBI COOOIIUTE UM, YTO OHM HAIIIJIH 3TOT0 YemoBeka. OH TaKxKe BHIPa3ul
CBOIO 0J1aTOIaPHOCTb.

910 OBIN HepBBIfI pas3, Korga Maiik cmenan 4To-To momo6Hoe. [Tocye Toro, Kak OH Halllesl 9TOTr0
YyeJioBeKa, JeMCTBUTENIbHO BO3HUKIIO 0coboe YYyBCTBO.

Ha o6paTHOM IIyTH B pecTopaH Ma¥K yBue] MaJeHbKOI0 HUIIET0, KOTOPHIH 110/I3al 110 TPOTyapy. Y
Hero OBLTIO IBa OTCYTCTBYIOIIUX ITajIblla U CJIOMaHa Hora.

Ero Benocume[ mocTerneHHO 3aMeIjIsiI X0, IToKa MalK CMOTpPesI Ha MaJIbYiKa, KOTOPOMY OBIIO
OKOJIO0 IecTu-cemu y1eT. OH BHTTIAIEN TAaKUM CI1a0bIM, Kak O6yaTO OT HEro OCTaJICS TOJIBKO CJIOM KOXKHU.
B Takyr0 X0IOmHYIO TOTOAy Ha HEM Obl/Ia TOJIBKO TOHKAS OfieXkma. Ero ImTaHsl y2Ke GBI IIOPBAHHL U3-
3a MOJI3aHUs, ¥ Ha €TI0 YePHHIX KOJIeHSX Obl/la BUgHA KPOBb. Ha ero juile u pykax ObI7I0 MHOTO
crenoB OUTHS.

[Tpoxopsiiue MUMO IelIeX0Obl He MOTJIM HU4ero ¢ co0oii mogesnarth. HOrma KTo-Hubyas 6pocarn
HECKOJIbKO METHBLIX MOHET B ero pa30UTyI0 MUCKY, U MaJIeHbKHH MaJTbYUK ejall HeCKOIbKO
TIOKJIOHOB ¥ OOPMOTAJI CJI0Ba OJ1arogapHOCTH.

Maiik mo4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK €ro CEPAlle CKaJloCh B 3TOT MOMEHT. IIporo 25 yeT, a mpobiema Bce ele
IIPOJ0IXKAaJIach.

['HeB MI'HOBEHHO BOpBaJICS B MO3T MaiKa.

Ho oH He nowen BIIEpEN. BmecTo 3TOT0 OH IIpoCTO Ha6mouan CO CTOPOHHI. KonryecTBO MEIHEBIX
MOHET B 4Hallle CTAaJIO0 YBEJIMYNBATLCSA, 1 BCKOPE OHa OBlna 3amojIHeHa MOYTH Ha IIOJIOBUHY.

[Topormen KOCTIABLIM MyK4YWHA, CUIEBIINY Ha KOPTOUKaxX Henopaneky. OH Oridfesncs, pexae 4eM
HaKJIOHUTBCS U BHICHIIIATH BCe MEOHLIE MOHETH U3 Yallld B KapMaH. OH JaXxe IIHYJI MaJeHbKOI 0
HUIIET0, KOTHa TOT BCTaJl, MPex/e YeM CHOBA HAKJIOHUTHLCS, UTOOBI CKa3aTh €My HECKOJILKO CJIOB.
3aTeM OH IIOBEPHYJICS, 37100HO ITOCMOTPENT Ha Maiika u 3aIrarai K Hemy. OH moka3an Mauky
KOPOTKWY KWHXKAJ, CIPATAHHBIN II0J 0feXK0Y, KOTra IPOXOLUII MUMO HEro U XOJIONHO CKa3al:
«Beru. He ne3n B Mou fena, nHaue 5 Te6s yObIO».

— Xopotro, — Ma¥K KpenKo CXBaTHJICS 3a PYUYKU CBOETO BeJIOCUIlefia, Ipexkae ueM MeIIeHHO
TOJIKHYTh BEJIOCUIIE[] U YeXall.

3a meHb Malik o0Bbexall Ha CBOeM BeJIoCHUIIele BeCh Topo Xaoca. BripaxkeHue ero aulla IOCTEIIEHHO
CMEHHUJIOCh THEBOM Ha CIIOKOWCTBHUE W, HAaKOHEIl, Ha 6e3pa3nuyue.

Ta ke mpobiieMa [efiCTBUTENILHO BCe elle IPOHUCXoaua B ropoae Xaoca. Co BpeMeHeM 3TO0 He
HU3MEHHUJIOCh, U laXKe METOJ OCTAJICS IPEKHUM.

[To kpaiinel Mepe, 6onee 300 meTelt OBIIM MCKaleUeHbl U BRIHYXKIEHB IPOCUTH MUJIOCTHIHIO Ha
yNullax ¥ Iepeyiakax ropopa Xaoca.

ITUX meTel KOHTPOIUPOBaNu ceMb Oaum. JIromu, MEMOHH ¥ OPKHU OBIIM B CTOBOPE.
[Tom TOBEPXHOCTHIO TIOKOST ¥ PABEHCTBA ropoda Xaoca CKphIBanach ThMa, IOTpscIIas Maiika.

Brina rmo3mHssa HOYb.



OMu yxe crana.

Maiik mucan ceMb IIMCEM JIeBOU PyKol B KaOuHeTe. OH MOJIOKWUII MUChMa B KOHBEPTH U HalKcal Ha
KaXxnoM u3 Hux: «CpouyHo! JInuHOe ¥ KOHGUAEHIManbHOe, TOJILKO AJIA TJla3 TOPOACKOTo jlopaal».

CgeT B kabuHeTe norac. TeHb CIIPHITHYJIA CO BTOPOT'0 3TaXKa PECTOpaHa ¥ Ucue3ia B TEMHOTE.

X X X

— ITnaup! Tel MOXKeIb IJTaKaTh cunbHee! 9 yObio TeOsI, ecu TH U3Malllb ellle OOuH 3BYK! — B
Tpyio0ax Ha ceBepe ropofia, BO ABOPE, OKPYKEHHOM BLICOKMMU CTeHaMHU, MbSIHBIM MyXK4MHa
CpeIHUX JIeT JepKajl KHYT U SPOCTHO XJIeCTajl MaJIeHbKOIr'0 HUIIETr0 IIepes HUM.

OToMy MasieHbKOMY HUIIeMY OBLTIO BCETO CeMb-BoceMb JieT. ETo omexXna Oblyia pa3opBaHa KHYTOM, U
1107 HUMU 00HaXXUTUCH PaHbl. Ero Temno CKpo4uiIock oT 6011, HO OH IJIOTHO MIPUKPHIT POT, YTOOH HE
3aKpHUyaTh, IOTOMY YTO 3HAJI, YTO €C/IM OH 3aKPUYHUT, TO DEUCTBUTENILHO YMPET CETOMHS.

HeckombpKO IeCATKOB MaJIEHBKHUX IIOTPOIIaeK 3a6UIKUCh B YIIy ABOPA U CO CTPAXOM CMOTPEJIH Ha
YeJioBeKa, JepXKallero KHyT.

OBepiu ORI CaMBIM CTPAIIHHIM AeMOHOM. OOWH MaJeHbKWH HUIIME YMHPaJI Y HEro Ha PyKax KaXk[be
HECKOJIbKO MHe#. HUKTO He MOT BHIPBAThCS M3 €ro jam. Bce, KTo muITancs coexaTh, yMepnu. [laxke
€CJIM UM yHacTcs cOexkaTh, MX CHOBA ITOMMAIOT ¥ Me[JIEHHO 3aMy4aloT Ha rja3ax y BceX. — Eciu Thl
OCMEJIUIILCST COXPAHUTD XOTSI OBl OMHY MEOHYI0O MOHETY B OymyIieM, Thl MEPTB, — DBEPIH IUTIOHYI B
JIMII0 MaJIeHbKOMY HUIIEMY, 3aTeM HallPaBUII XJIBICT HA OPYTUX HUIIMX U YXMBITBHYIICS. U BHI,
pebsiTa, TOMHUTE 9TO. BBl Bce co6aKy, KOTOPHIX 5 BHIpAIKBall. Bce MeHbrH, KOTOPHIE BHI TONTYYUIIH OT
TIONIPOLIAHHUYECTBA, IPUHAIeXKAT MHE. ECITH BBl OCMEIMTEeCh OCTAaBUTh ce6e MeTHEIe MOHETEI, 5
yOBIO Bac Bcex!»

Bce ManeHbKuEe HUIIME OITYCTHIIX T'OJIOBBI X1 OTBOOMJIIN B3TJIAOBLI OT 3BepJ’II/I.

9BepJ'II/I 0CTaJICS JOBOJIEH KX ITOBeieHNneM. JTO 3aCTaBUJIO €T0 IMIOYYBCTBOBATH cebst KOpoJjieM. HukTto
He cOeras u3 ero jar 3a nocienuue 20 ¢ TULIIHUM JIeT.

O, HeT. BB ofKH, KOTOPHIH OB [T BCEX YHUKEHUEM.

Ho Torma o Ovin emie Momnof. [Tocme 3Toro Hu oguH 6€CeHOK 0O0JIbIlle HUKOTA He BEIPLIBAJICS U3 €T0
nar. Te, KTo 3TO cpena, ObIIM MEPTBEL.

Co gBOpa BHILIET KOCTJISIBHIM MyzKUMHA CO 3/I0Belllel yasI0K0M U cKa3a: «bocc, TOMbKO YTO IpUIa
HOBad naptusi. ECTh IBe MajieHbKHE NEeBOYKH, X0Uelllb TOIPo0oBaTh?»

— Cymnep. IIpoino HeKOTOpOe BpeMs, IpexXae YeM Y HacC NOSBIISJICS HOBHIM ToBap. [longem
mpoBepuM ux. d mam Tebe OgHY, KOT{la 3aKOHYY C HUMHU CETOIHSI BeYepoM, — I'JIa3a JBepIIu
3aropenuchk. OH MOAOIIEN K ABEPU, IIOTUPAsT PYKH.

['ma3a KOCTISIBOTO YeloBeKa 3arOpejuch, U OH B3BOJIHOBAHHO 3allarai K ABEPH.
«Cxpum».
Vi3HolIeHHas [ABEPh IIOCTEIIEHHO OTKPhIBAiach CHAPYXKH.

— Pa3Be s He mpocui Bac NofoXaaTh CHapyku?! — HecyacTHO KPUKHYI KOCTJISIBEIM YeJI0BEK.



Bomna ¢urypa ¢ Meuom, Kora OH paBHOAYIIHO cKa3am: «OHU BCe ellle CHAPYXKU».
— KTo0 TRI?!

OBepnu ¥ KOCTJISABHM MyK4YKHa OBUIM IIOTPSICEHE!, TS Ha TOJIBKO YTO BOLIEOIIET0 YeloBeKa B
yepHOM. Ero nuiio 6b110 MPUKPHITO KYCKOM YepHOM TKaHU, U OBIJIM BUOHBL TOIBKO €ro ria3a. Cpasy
3a HUM B JIyKe KPOBH JIeKal0 HeCKOJIbKO ¢puryp. OHu ObUIM TapHIMU U3 CITyKOBI TOCTABKU.

— PebGsra, ugute ciofa! KTo-To 37ech uilleT HENPUSATHOCTeM! — B naHuke KPUKHYT KOCTISBHIN
mmapeHb BO ABOP. [Tocne cepuu myMoB GUTYPHL C OPYKHEeM BLICKOUMIM ¥ BCTAJIX M03aAu IBEPIIH.

[TpubkITHE €T0 MPUCIEIIHUKOB ITOBHICUIIO YBEPEHHOCTH JBepu. OH XOIOMHO CKa3as YeI0BEKY B
yepHOM Y aBepu: «X0Ts 51 He 3Hal0, K KaKol GaHfe Thl IPUHAJIEKHUIIb, 3TO He UMeeT 3HaueHus1. MHe
3TO He UHTePecHO. B ueM s yBepeH, Tak 3TO B TOM, UTO THl MEPTBEL».

Maiik mocMoTpesn Ha pebeHKa, JiexKallero Ha 3eMJie, ¥ Ha ieTel, npsuymuxcs B yriay. OH cKas3an
JIefeHSIIUM KPOBb TOJIOCOM: «ITO HEIIPOCTUTEIbHOE IIPECTYIIJIEHNEe — IIOXUINATh U KaJleYuTh JEeTeu.
4 mpuroBapuBalo Bac K CMEPTH».

— IenicTByelb Kak repoi? Y6eiTe ero! — OBepiau B3MaxHYJ PYKO#, BREIXBATHII Ca0Ilio y
IIOJYMHEHHOT0 PSAIOM C HAM U Hamlajl Ha Maika.

Ma¥ik nopHsI pyKy U BOTKHYJI MeY B CepALle OBEPIIU.

Hukakux KomebOaHui He OBUIO. MeY yKe IIPOIIesT Yepes3 ropjo OPyroro 4ejaoBeKa, Kak 6yaTo oH
TOITAJI HUYTOXKHOTO MypaBhs. [ToqoOHO ITPOBOPHOM 3Mee, MeY CKOJIb3HYII IT0 TOPITY STHUX JIIONEH |,
HAKOHEI], 0CTAHOBHUJICS TIepe[l TOPJIOM KOCT/ISIBOTO YeI0BEKa.

— He yOuBaii meH4... He youBait MeHs... — KoCTisBbI YeloBeK yxKe ciomaincs. 20 yenoBek OblIu
yOUTEHL B ODHO MTHOBEHUeE, U Jaxke DBeP/IM, KOTOPLIH OB phillapeM 3-T0 paHra, He BEIKUII 0OJIbIIe
cekyHnbl. OH PYXHYJ IIepef 3TUM 4YeJI0BeKOM, KaK OeCIIOMOIITHEINA MypaBei.

— MHe IpOCTO HPABUTCS COBATh HOC B UyXKUe Jiela, — CIIOKOWHO CKa3ayl MalK KOCTJISIBOMY
MYXKYKHE.

— Tri!!l — I'ma3a KOCT/IABOTO MyXKUYMUHEI TYT K€ PaCIIUPUIIACE, KOTa OH II0ZyMaJl O YeJIOBEKE,
KOTOPOTO BCTPETUJI YTPOM.

OcCTpHlil ATMHHBIA Med BOLIENI eMy B TOPJIO ¥ OCTaHOBUJI OCTAJIbHEIE CIIOBA.

— He Gotitecs. KTo-TO mpupeT crmacTu Bac, — cKa3ajl MalK OeTsM, KOTOPbIe 3aKpudaliy OT TaHUKH,
KOT'7a OH BJIOZKMJI CBOM MIMHHBIM MeU B HOXKHBI ¥ CYE3 B TEMHOM HOYH.

— IIpsimo 3mecs!

OueHb CKOPO M3 [IBOPA MOCIIBIIIAIUCE ITark. MyXK4YuHb B YHUGOPME 3aMKa TOPOJICKOTO JIOpAa 1
Ceporo XpaMa BOpBaJiiCh B MaJIeHbKHU OBOP. Bce OBINIK MOTPSICEHHI, KOTa YBUAEU ITepenyraHHbIX
meTeli, KOTOphle IPSATAIUCD B YTITy.

— OTHU XKUBOTHHIE!

YuHOBHUK K3 3aMKa r'OPOJICKOr0 JIOPAa, BO3TJIaBIABIINY KOMaHy, CKa3aJj CO Clle3aMU Ha rjla3ax:
«Cnacure geteii! BepauTtech K ropogckomy opay!»
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