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He Ovln0 HU BOS, HU KAKOT0-TO OTBeTa. TOJILKO... OBA a/IbIX OTOHbKA, 03apPUBIIINE Iellepy CBETOM
6e3ymus. TonbKo... rma3a beccMepTHOr0 KOposig Houd. [IBa KpaCHBEIX OTOHBKA 00paMisjiia YepHoTa.
Hexkorpma nypnypHBIY HBET CTall KAKUM-TO T'PS3HBIM, MYTHBIM. B rjia3ax OTCYTCTBOBaJIU NMPU3HAKU
pasyMa. Ban Baoss moka3anock, 6yTO Ha HETO CMOTPHUT OOuYasibii 3Bepb. CIIOBHO B HEM OBIJIO YTO-
TO TaKOe, OTYEro 3TOT 3BEPh HE MOT OTBEPHYTHCS U ITePeCcTaTh CMOTPETh.

Haxknonus ronosy, Ban baons ciokKoHO IOCMOTpeE B rila3a beccMepTHOMY KOpPOJI0 HOYHU. YenoBek
1 MepTBell. OOuH CTOSIJI CHApPYKU IeINepsl, a APYroH exkain B Ie-To TaM B TeMHOTe. F1306pa3u 3Ty
CIIeHy KaKOoW-HUOYyOb XyIOXKHUK, ITOIy4Yusach Okl 04eHb CTpaHHAs KapTHHA.

Horoperna 61aroBoHHas nanoyka. C 3amyckoM aBurartened JIyHy 3aXBaThIBaIo 3eMJIETPSICEHHE, YTO B
CBOIO OYepenb pacTpeBoxkuo beccMepTHOro KOposisg Houu. [losBnenre Ban Baoins Tonbko ycyryouno
CUTyalluio. B Xome uxX UTpkl B IISAAEIKY ObIXaHUE TUTaHTa IMOTIXKeNes0. B omuH MOMEHT 110 Tellepe
IIPOKATHUIIOCh IPUTIIYIIIEHHOE phiYaHue. YCibiliaB ero, Ban baoss Brasaencs B rja3a OTpOMHOTO
MepTBera. OH YyYBCTBOBAJI 9MaHAIMHU KyIbTUBAIMY TOT0, KeM OblsT BecCMepTHBIM KOPOJIb HOUM ITPH
XKu3HU. BaH baona onenun ero KyjabTuBanuw. OHa Haxonunack Ha cTaguu OBiafeHus [IyLion.

Bes pa3yma, ¢ OmHUMHY HIIL Oa30BEIMUA HHCTUHKTAMHU, BecCMepTHERIM KOPOIb HOYM HE MOT
BBICBOOOOUTEL UCTUHHYIO KYJIbTUBALMIO, XOTh OH ¥ TPoOyaucs. [IBa mociegHux NpobyKOeHus CTalu
HacTosImel Katactpodoii. [IpaBga B o6oux cinydasx Oemepaliris cymena B3sITh CUTYalXIO 10
KOHTPOJIb. Pa3pyineHus ObUIM CBeeHH K MUHUMYMY. 3@ 3TO CTOMJIO 0J1aroflapuTh IIeH,
CKOBBIBalolIue beccMepTHOTO KOpost HouM. [Toxoxke, OHU 3alledaThiBad er0 UCTUHHYIO CUILY.

— 4 oxupgan OOMBIIETO.

Bau Baons B3moxHyn. OH IelCTBUTENHHO 06J1afia MOMCTUHE HECPAaBHEHHBIM CKPBHITHIM TaJlaHTOM.
Bcero HeCKOJBKO JIeT Hal3ajl OH [Ip0KaJl KaK OCUHOBBIN JTUCT B MIPHUCYTCTBUM TMTAHTA, a Celyac yxe,
II0X0Ke, MOT 0f10/IeTh becCcMepTHOTo KOpoJist HOYH. Bo BCIKOM clTydyae eMy Tak Ka3ajloCh.

"TeM He MeHee OH NPUTOTUTCS B 6010".

Ban Baons pasoyapoBaHHO [TOKaydaJj I'0JIOBOK U BieTel B neepy. ['ma3a beccMepTHOr0 KOOI HOUH
cBupeno OecHynu, Kak TonbKO Ban Baons nepectynumn nopor nemepsl. [UraHT IOOHS TOIOBY U
B3peBeJl, IOOHAB yparaHHbii BeTep. [IpaBoi pyKou OH IONBITAJICS OTOTHATh BaH bBaoss, cloBHO
HaJoeIuBoe HaceKoMoe. MepTBell OblJ1 MOUCTUHE TUTAaHTCKUM. BaH Baons Okl pa3MepoM ¢ 0guH
ero nanetn. [Ipu Buge npubnuxaroiieiics pyku Ban Baoins nepeMecTusncs u TeM caMbIM u30exar
yoapa. Bo3HUK OH B CepAle Iewepsl, IAe HaKOHel BOOYUI0 YBUET UCIIONIMHCKOr0 MepTBena. Ero
TEeJIO YKpalllaay 3efieHsle nedatu. OHU OyKBaJbHO IIPOENUPOBAIA aypy KECTOKOCTH U CBUPEIOCTH.
[TpocToit MpaKTUK CTafuu 3apoxkpaenus [lymm 3agpoxkan Osl oT cTpaxa. BoT Tonpko Ban Baons He
OBbLJT IPOCTHIM MTPAKTUKOM CTaguy 3apoxXneHus [yim.

B Monapiux natax, CO 3Be30HOU 3apOXKIEHHOU OYLION U NpudynnuBeiM OKoM Kommapa Ban Baons
MOT C OTHOCUTEJIbHOM JIETKOCThI0 YOUTh pakTuka ctapuu Osnagenus [ymoit. K Tomy xe
BeccmepTHEIM KOPOJIh HOYH ORI MEPTB.

YBepHYBIIUCH OT €ro yaapa, Ban baons oka3asncs B HEIOCPEICTBEHHOM OIM30CTH OT Hero. MepTBel]
ero He UHTepecoBal. EMy X0TeNloCh B3TJITHYTh Ha [IEeBSATh CKOBHIBAIOIIKX €r0 Lenel. Mx
IIPOMCXOXKIeHNe CKphIBajla 3aBeca TalHEL. B IepBhIX CBUETEIbCTBaX IPAaKTUKOB Penepanuu o
nageHun beccMepTHOT0 KOPOJId HOUU yKe Qurypuposanu nenud. OHU YXOOUIN Ky[a-To TITy00KO 1of
3eMJIi0, IPUKOBEIBas €ro K JIyHe.



Cyqs 1o TOMY, YTO OHM CTPAHHBIM 00pa30M CPOCIUCEH CO CIIYTHUKOM, 9TH IeNK OBIJIN COEeIaHBl U3
HeoOBRI'YHOTO MaTepuasa. K ToMy ke oHUM 00Iafgaiyd HEMBICTUMOM KPemnocThio. Ban baosas momyMeIBat
IOCTaTh X U YTO-HUOYOb U3 HUX IeperiaBuTh. CoenaTh MOITHBEIN apTedakT, KOTOPHIM TOMOXKET eMy
nnobenuts maoca O XKaug.

OmHMM IIaroM OH YBEPHYJICS OT BTOPOTO Pa3MallXiCTOr0 yaapa BOIOIIET0 TUTAHTA U BO3HUK M03au
Hero B HECKOJIbKUX [IeCSATKaX METPOB OT Lemnei. OT YBUIEHHOT0 Y HETO CY3WIUCh 3pauku. Ha
HECKOJIbKO CEKYHI OH Haxe 3a0bUT 0 AbixaHuu. Ha MrHOBEHME OH 3aTYMaHUJICS, a TIOTOM U3 HETOo
BBIIIIEJT TPOMOBOM KJIOH. B MOMEHT ero ymapa ITo Leu BCILIXHYIX ajble MOTHUK. [10X0XKe, OHU
ob6ramanu co6CTBEHHOM Bojel. KpacHEle pa3psiobl OKPYXKUIIN KJIOHA U B30pBajuch. HecMoTps Ha
IIPOYHOCTH KJIOHA, UM yIanoch 0moieTs ero. Ko 3agpozkan u Hayan pacnafaThCs Ha YacTH.

Pacmapm mpomomnkacs maxe IOoCye TOro, Kak OH BepHyIcs K Ban Baomna. Temephb €ro BOJIOCH CTaJIH
TIeneTbHO-CePRIMU, MOPIIMHUCTAS U 3afy0eBInas Koxka 0oJble HallOMIHAIa JPEBECHYIO KOpY.
CJIOBHO YTO-TO COCTAPHIIO ero. BrIKayasio U3 Hero XKU3HEHHYIO0 CHIIY.

Bau Baonas 3atonuno yousneHue. Llemnu... ObIIM He TOJIBKO HEBEPOSITHO KPEIIKUMHU, HO ¥ OYEHb
3HAaKOMBEIMU!

"Tloxoxkue 1€y g BuOes Ha Kopabie BeckoHeyHoro KitaHa. UMy OBITM CKOBAHBEI TUTAHTCKUE
Yy[ullla, KOTOphle KPYTUIU OTPOMHEIE KepHOBa!"

Bau baons BHEUMaTEIbHO IIOCMOTPEIN Ha IIellb, a IIOTOM IIOJHAII I'OJIOBY M1 CO CTPAHHBIM 0J1eCKOM B
TJla3aX B3TJIAHYJ Ha T'UraHTa.

"CTpaHHO. 3a4eM 3aKOBEIBaTh B CTOJIb KPEIKUE LENU CYIIeCTBO C TAKOM HEBBICOKOU KyJIbTUBALUEN?
Ipyrue yygoBuilla ObIIM HAMHOTO CUIbHEE. f YTO-TO yIycKaiw".

Bau Baons npuHsics 06XoouTh MepTBella [0 KPyTy B HafexX/e HalTh KaKylo-TO 3allenKy. [10BOIbHO
ObICTPO 0OHAPYKUINCH TPU 3aKUBIIKX 1IpaMa. Eciu crieluanbHO He UCKaTh, UX ObIIO IPAKTHYECKH
HEBO3MOXKHO 3aMETHUTE.

OpvH HAaXOOUIICS Ha 3aThlJIKe becCMepTHOr0 KOPOoJIst HOYM, OOUH HaJ CePAleM U MOCJIeqHUN Haf
naubTsgHeM! BBITM ¥ Opyrue MIpaMbl, HO UMEHHO 3TU Tpu 00Jibllle BCero 3anHTepecoBanu Ban Baons.

"Hemoxoxke Ha LIpaMHl, I0Jy4YeHHbIEe B 6010... KaK OYATO KTO-TO BOH3WUJI JIaLOHb B €r0 IIJIOTh, II0KAa OH
He MOT COIIPOTUBIIATECA!" — MpayHO 3akio4usl Bax baona.

Kro-To opyroii He nputien Obl K TAKOMY BHIBOAY TakK ObICTPO. Ho 3Tu Tpu paHBI Cpa3y HAIIOMHUIIUA €My
0 TOM, YTO IIPOM3O0IIIO C HUM Ha JIyHe HeCKONbKO JIeT Ha3af. Korma y Hero U3 Tesna BHPBaIK Oao
OCHOBaHHe. BO3MOXKHO, IT0X0Kasi y4acTh IIOCTUTIAa U BeccMepTHOT0 KOPoJisg Houu. B oTnuyme oT
HEro TUTaHTY MPOCTO IIOBE3JI0 ellle MeHbIle, YeM eMy. Y HUX 000UX YTO-TO IOXUTHUIHN U3 Tesa!

— 3abpanu MO3T, BEIPBAIM CEPAIe U YHUUTOXKUIHN Hao. 2KecToko! KTo ke Tak HEHaBHIEN 3TOTO
napHsa? — npobopmoran Ban Baons.

WHTYyuIMs nofcKasbiBaia, 4YTo TYT Oblyla 3aMelllaHa KaKas-TO 3allpeTHas TEXHUKA IS MOXUILEHUS
ynel-To cusibl. EMy OBIJIO Jazke HEMHOTO XKajlb BUETh TakuM beccMepTHOr0 Koposs Houu. [Tpu
JKU3HYU OH, OOJIKHO OBITh, 00J1afiayl HEMBICIIMMBIM MOTYIIECTBOM. [lake IOCTIe MOXUIIEHUS MO3Ta,
cephlia ¥ Jao OH ocTasics Ha cTaguu OBnapeHus [ymon.

"IIpecTymIHUKY 3TOr0 II0Ka3aoch Majo. OH 3aK0BaJjl ero B LIeX, KOTOPHIE IOXUIIAI0T XKU3HEHHYIO
cuny. [Ipuyem BoTHaI UX HACTOIBKO I'TyO0KO, YTO beccMepTHEIN KOpPOJIb HOYM TaK ¥ He CMOT caM



ucuenutbcsa. CTpaHHO. 3a4eM IPOeIbBaTh TaKOe C MEPTBEIOM... €CJIU TOJIBKO becCcMepTHEIN KOPOJib
HOYU BOBCE HE MEpPTB?"

OT 9TO# MBICTH y Ban baomns OKPVTIJIAJIUCE T'ITa3a. [Tocne 049epeqHoro Kpyra OH HaKOHEII IIOHAJI, 9YTO
MMEHHO YITIyCKalJl. 3eneHble Ie4aTy Ha Tejie BeCCMepTHOFO KOpPOJId HOYH... OKa3aJINCh HpOKJ'IFITI/IeM!

"V 3TOr0 MOXKET OBITh TOJILKO OOHO 00BbsICHEHHUE. [IPeCTYIHUK 110 KaKOHU-TO IPUYUHE HE CMOT
IIOJTHOCTBHIO YHUYTOXKUTE BeccMepTHOT0 KOposisg Hour. M3 cTpaxa, 4To TUTaHT KOrga-Hubymb
OTIPABUTCS OT PaH OH CO3[aJl AJISI HeTO 3Ty TIOPbMY... [IpaBaa 3T0O He 0OBSCHSIET €T0 TEKYIee
cocrosiHme..."

Ban Baons Haxmypuics. JIOBKO YBEPHYBIIUCH OT OYEPENHOT0 yaapa, OH TUX0 CKa3all:

— Kakas pa3nuna. beccMepTHBIM KOPOJIb HOUH, 51 COOMPAIOCh BEISICHUTh OCTanach Jiu B Tebe
6okecTBeHHAs AyIal

Y Ban baons nouepuenu rna3a. HapyXy BrIIIecHy0Ch TEMHOE InaMs. [TosBunocs u OKO KoImmapa,
KOTI'Tla OH MCIIOJIb30BaJl TEMHEIE UCKYCCTBA. [1a3, 3aMopras, IOCMOTPe Ha beccMepTHOT0 KOpOJis
HOYH.

PacTpeBoXKeHHBINM TUTAHT 3agpoxkKai. B crnegyomuii MUT eT0 0XBaTUJIO TEMHOe IylaMsa. Ban baons
IIpeBPaTUICA B IPOBOAHMUKA [JId MOTEPSHHBIX Ayl Ero B3rIsAM NpolIes 4yepe3 CKOBLIBAIOIIEe
BeccmepTHOT0 KOPOJIg HOYM MIPOKJISAITHE U IIPOHUK B TEJIO, TAe CKphIBasach TyCKias, 3aMyTHEHHas
nywa! CBupenasi, IpuMUTHBHAS, TUIIEHHAs pa3dyMa... CIOBHO 3B€Pb, PYKOBOACTBYIOIIUNUCS TOIBKO
MHCTAHKTaMHU. Takymwo Oyiry yBupes Bas baona.

"9T0 HOBOpPOXKIEHHas Oyllla, a He UCTUHHAA Aylla beccMepTHOro Koposist Houn!"

Bymyuu TéMHEIM OuTs, Ban Baoss Bnagen TEMHBIME HCKyCCTBaMu. Maruei u3 SI0XY 1[apCTBOBAHUS
He6ecHoro [Tao. OH Bufen B AyIIax TO, Y€T0 He MOTIIX yY3peTh apyrue. Ban Baons He cobupancs
CHaBaThCs. 3aKPHIB I'JIa3a ¥ CJI0KUB PYKH B MAarM4eCcKOM I1acce, OH IMIPUKYCUJT SI3BIK U CIUTIOHYIT
HEMHOT'0 KpOBY. B3MaxoM pyKu OH MPUMEHMIT 3aKJIMHAHKE, KOTOPOE BPEMEHHO YCUIIUIIO TEMHOE
TTaMsl.

Korpma B Ban baons Bo BTOpOU pa3 OTKPHBLI I'la3a U IOCMOTPEN Ha becCMepTHOTO KOPOJIA HOYH, OH
yBU[IEe KPOXOTHYIO IPsAfab. Ecnu 6bl He TEMHBIE HCKYCCTBa, OH OBl HUKOTIA He HaIllell... ICTUHHYIO
nymy BeccMepTHOT0 KOpojisg Houu. Koryia oH Ha HEE TIOCMOTPEJ, TO YCIIBIIIA eBa Pa3IuinuMoe
6opMoTaHue.

— 11381 FO9, 3KeHa MOsI, T0YeMy... I0YeMy THl 9TO CHeaa?..
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