[Toxa XuibOa yTellasa MajabyuKa, Jlapa ocMaTpuUBaja OKPECTHOCTH Ha CITy4da#, eCI KTO-TO UX
HOMCyIIBall. TeM BpeMeHeM P3H yCbIlIan 3HaKOMBIN T'0JIOC, KOTOPHIH 3ByYasl B €T0 I'OJIOBE.

- FocoguH, 1 HAaKOHEI[-TO 3aKOHYMJIa CO CTabunu3alyeil MaHbl, KOTOPYIO MbI TIOJTyYUIIA OT
Koponesckoro [Ipeiika... XMM, 4TO 3TO Takoe?... [Iox0oxke, TH I0mnas B HACTOSIIYIO IEPEHeKY, -
cKa3asia CunuKa BeCeJIbIM TOHOM.

BrI70 04eBUIHO, UTO OHA C IIePBOT0 B3TJISMa MOHSJIA, B KaKOM CUTyallid OHU HAXOOSATCH.

- CKaxu MHe, 4TO THI BeIsiICHMIA, CHIMKa, - OTBETUI PeH B CBOEM yMe.

- Huuero oco6enHoro. Ho 9TOT MaybuuK M0X0XK Ha npuBupeHre. OH XKUB, HO B TO XK€ BPeMsI MEPTB.
ITo cytu, oH MepTB, - oTBeTUIa CUNIMKA BCe ellle BeCeJIbiIM TOHOM. Ee cioBa notpsicnu Pena. Manbunuk
mepen HUM ObLT MEPTB, @ PeH HU4ero He 3aMeTHI.

- OTKypa Tel 9T0 3Haewsb? OH He U3JlyYyaeT HUYEro, OTJIMYHOI'0 OT HOPMaJIbHOT'0 YejloBeKa. KaxeTcs,
HeT HUKAKUX aHOMaJIii, KOTOpEIe 51 MOT Obl YBUIETD B €T0 TeTIe... - HefoyMeBas PeH. - Torga Kak?
OTKyzna TH 3Haelllb, YTO OH MepPTB?

- MoXHO CKa3aTh, UTO I OUeHb YYBCTBUTEJIbHA K KPOBU, ¥ COBEPILIEHHO TOYHO 3HAI0, YTO y MaJIbYUKa
ee HeT. MOXKeT, ero Koxa U He BRITJISOUT OJIeqHOM, HO II0BEPh MHE, KOT'a AeJI0 MOXOOUT N0 KPOBH,
HeT HUKOT'0, KTO 3HaJI Obl O0JIbIlle MEHS, - yBEPEeHHO 00bsicHUNIa Peny Cunuka, moyeMy oHa CUUTAET,
YTO MaJIbYUK MEPTB.

- Iymato, 1 moHuMaro... Kaxercsi, MHe HYKHO KOe-4TO Iompo6oBaTh, - MpOou3HeC MmMpo cebs PeH.

3aKOHYHUB TOBOPUTH ¢ CUTUKOM, PeH momoIen K Mamb4YuKy 10 ©UMeHHu Jlapuil, KOTOPOTO BOBCIO
oOHHMasa Xunbaa. PeH pa3Hsl ux 1 6eciiepeMOHHO Hadyajl 0OCMaTPUBaTh MaIbuKKa.

- OH, 4TO THI feJlaelns?! - BOCKJIMKHYJa XUiIbAa, KOTOPYIO BHE3amHO OTTONKHYIH. Eil Takoe
[IOBeJleHK e TOBapUIlla SBHO He MIPUIIJIOCH 110 BKYCY.

PeH He moTpymuics el oTBe4YaTh U IPOAOIIZKAI OCMAaTPUBaTh Malb4YULIKy. OT IIKeTa UCXOOUIIO0
0OBIYHOE TEeIsI0, KakK U 0T JIIo00Tr0 IPYToro KUBOT0 cymecTBa. Ho Cunuka TONMBKO YTO CKa3aja, 3TOT
IIKeT He ObUI KUBHIM, U 110 €T0 BeHaM He TeKJIO KpoBHU. Torga 1moyeMy oH BCe ellle BHITIISAEN U 10
OILLYIIEHUSIM Ka3aJiCsl KUBBIM?

"Hy, HeT cMbIcyIa OBITh TAaCCUBHLIM. K TOMY Xe 51 moJKeH BepuTh Cunuke. Y Hee HET IPUYUH JITaTh,
IIOKa OHa CBsI3aHa CO MHOM KOHTPAKTOM" - pa3MbIIUIST PeH.

PemuB, HaKOHEII, YTO [eNlaTh Hanbiie, PeH MOCMOTpes Ha UCYTAHHOTO MalaHeHKa. OH IIOCMOTpe
eMy B TJIa3a.



- Tel 3HAEIIb, YTO YK€ MEPTB? - CIIPOCHIT OH.

Crouno PeHy cka3aTh 3T0, Kak faxe Jlapa Oblyla 3aMeTHO IIOTPsiceHa. XUy ero CJioBa TOXKe
BecbMa cMyTuiu. [louemy PeH cka3an Takoe? ManbumK [JeHCTBUTENBHO YMep? ITOT0 HE MOXKET
OBITE... Unu MoxkeT?

[IIkeT mo uMeHu [Japuii, TTISOs UCIYTAHHO B r'a3a ObiBiIeMy [ToBenuTenio [[eMOHOB, TOXKe 3aMeTHO
OXpEeHeJI OT HEOXUAAHHOCTH ¥ CEPAUTO 3aopasl PeHy B IuIfo:

- Het! 4 xwuBoit! 4 3Hato 910! [ToueMy TH ToBOpHIIb, YTO 1 MepTB?! Trl Bpelns! f He cobupaioch
ymupats! Hukorga! IToueMy TeI TOBOpUILL Takoe?!

OH BepeIan elle Kakoe-To BpeMs, ToKa PeH He IIpepBar ero.

- Pa3Be Trl He MOMHUIIB? YTO CIIYyYUIIOCH B TOT €Hb, KOTHa ThI B IIOCIIEOHUMN Pa3 BUAEJ CBOUX
pomuTeneun?

PeH He OBUT YBEPEH B TOM, YTO OH TOBOPHUJI. BCe, YTO BHIXOAMIIO U3 €T0 PTa, OBIIIO IO CyTH MIPOCTO
6medom, Ho oH moBepsn Cunuke. TeM He MeHee, y [lapus ciy4uiach CTpaHHas peakIus, Korga Pen
YIIOMSIHYJI €T0 POfUTeiel. ITO COObITHE MOTJIO UMETh KaKOe-TO OTHOIIEHUE K er0 CMEPTH.

,]:[apI/Iﬁ TIOIIBITAJICSA BCIIOMHHUTE, YTO CIIy4YHIIOCH TOM HOYBIO, HO KaK OBl OH HU CTapaJiCid, HE MOT
BCIIOMHUTDL. OH JaxKe He MOT" BCTIOMHUTB, KdK BBRITJIAOAT €0 POOUTEIIN.

- 4 "e mory... [loueMy 51 He Mory BCIOMHUTL?! MeHs 30ByT [lapuii, s ChH... CHIH... [Iogemy?
[Toyemy?! [ToueMy g He MOTy BCIIOMHUTR?! - Kpuyan [lapui.

[IIkeT mIaKas, Bepelasa ¥ opaj B Iuil0 PeHy 0oJblille He B CHJIaX BLIHECTH XKYTKOTO 0CO3HaHUS. OH
OBLT CMYIIIEH U HallyTraH, IOTPSICEH U ollapalneH. Ha rpanu motepu pa3dyMma OH 1mo0ekan B CTOPOHY
rop. Xuibfa, YBUOEB 9TO, XOTeJIa ITOCTIEN0BaTh 3a HUM, HO €e OCTaHOBUJ PeH.

- Hoquy THL MEHS OCTAHABIIMBAEIIL? - BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

- 3aueMm Tebe crmeguTh 3a HUM? TH Belb yKe 3Haellb, 4YTO OH MepPTB. Tak 3a4eM ¢ HUM BO3UThCs? He
JIy4ille IV BHISICHUTH, YTO HA CaMOM fieJie IPOUCXOAUT B fepeBHE? ECIU MBI BHISICHUM, UYTO
IIPOXMCXOOUT, MBI, BO3MOXKHO, CyMEeM IIOMOYb 3TOMY MalIb4YUKY, - CIIOKOMHO ITpou3Hec PeH.

Ycnelmas ero cnosa, XujlbAa OCThIIa ¥, OIYCTUB I'OJIOBY, B3H0XHYJa. OHa KMBHYJIa I'OJI0BOY,
TI0Ka3kIBasl CBOe corjacue, HO HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO PeH cka3an nmpaBay, Xuib[a He MOTJIa 0000OPUTh
TO, Kak PeH pa3bupaics c 3Toi CUTyaluen.

-4d IIPUMY TBOM CJIOBaA IIOCJI€ TOI'0, KaK ThI CKazKeIllb, YTO UMEEINb B BUOY, KOI'Ta T'OBOPHUIITEL, YTO



Iapuit MEPTB, - CKa3ana Xulbla, ¥ IOCMOTpesa Ha PeHa, oxXupgas 00bsICHEHUH.,

[Toxa PeH u octanbHbIe pa3roBapuBanu, Cunrka riy00Ko 3agyManach HaJl TaTyUPOBKOX KOHTPaKTa
Ha 1IpaBoi pyke PeHa.

3arnsaHyB rny6:xe B oyiny PeHa, oHa yBUella MHOTO pa3HbIX Belned. OHa 3Hasa, YTO 9TOT MaJIbuuK
Korpa-To Obi [ToBenuTenem [IeMOHOB, KOTOPOTO UMEHOBAIA CUIIBHEHIITNM, U KOTOPOMY
TOKJIOHSI/TMCh. HO, TOCMOTpEB elre T1y0xe, OHa YBHUIeIa MHOKECTBO IPYTHUX PeMHKapPHAIWi, MOKa,
HAKOHeIl, He BCTPEeTHJIa 3HAKOMOe JIUII0 MajIbyiKa, KOTOPOT0 OHA 3Hajla KAKUX-TO THICSUY KHU3HEHN
Ha3aj. MalbyMK, KOTOPHIM BCETIa CTOSII TOCpeny OUTBE U XKaxKaas 00JIbIIero.

Ona BCTPETUJIa 3TOT0 MaJIbYMKa, KOT'ld €€ HaCTOoAlllee NMA On110 erie u3BecTHo. OHa BCTPETHUIIA
9TOT'0 MaJIb4YHKa, KOT'ld IIPATAaJIaChk B TEMHOU rnmemiepe. Y Tam oH man el cBoe obelaHue.

"HakoHen-To, Mbl CHOBa BCTPETUNMCH. [Ipoiilyia BEUHOCTD C Halllell IOCIeHeN BCTpedH, HO S BCe
OMHI0. Bo3M0KHO0, (hopMa TBOS M3MEHUTIACh, HO TBOE COflep:KaHue BCe eIlle 0CTAaeTCs MpexkHuM. B
Tebe KMIIUT BCE Ta JKe JKaxXKma OUTBHL, U THI BCE eIlle UILelllb IPOTUBHUKA, TOCTOMHOT'O TBOEH CHUJIHI" -
ayMmarsa OHa.

CunuKa Havajla BCIIOMMHATh MABHO 3a0bIThIE BpeMeHa, KOTfa Y Hee TOXKe OB CITyTHUKH, C
KOTOPHEIMM OHa MyTelecTBoBana. M Korma oHa BI0OKUIACh B 9TOTO OTYASHHOTO 00 6e3yMus BoMHa. 3a
ByaJIbl0, CKPBIBAIOIIEH ee JTUI0, OHA YIRIOHYIach.

OmyimeHne, KOTOPOe OHa NaBHO 3a0blla, BEPHYJIOCH K Hel, ¥ 3TO OBUIO IPUSATHOE 4yBCTBO. CUINKa
He MOTJIa CoepKaThCs U KPUBO YILIOHYyIach TOMY, KakK TaMHCTBEHHA MOTJIa OBIThH CyAb0a.

- Tel HAKOHEI-TO BHITIOJIHUIIEL CBOe o0elanue?... JIeo, - CIpocHiia OHA, 3aTauB JLIXaHUE.
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