BaTopu xun B IMIiepaTopCKOM ABOPIIE M HEKOTOPOE BpPeMs CITyXu EneHe, Korma eMy TaHO GBI
OTHaH IIPUKa3.

[V3Hau, 94To caydmnnock B Ty HOUb, Koraa Ha Kapnaiina Hananu. ]

[TpouyuTaB 3aMKCKY, OH MOJIOKHUT €€ B POT U IMPOTJIOTU. 3aTeM OH 3aQyMYHUBO IIPOBEN PYKO MO
og0opOoaKy U mpobopMoTan 4To-To cebe mof HoC.

— XM. 9T0o HEOOBIYHO.

Emé mo Toro, Kak OH IPOYUTAJ 3alUCKY, OH yKe CIe[usI 3a lepeBUXKeHUsIMU EJeHE 1 3Hal 0
3acafie, 3aMJIaHUPOBAHHOM [151 He€ U HaclenHoro npuHna. MMmneparpuna Odenus u [TaBemntok Obun
ONMIM3KUMU COI03HUKaMHU, U [103TOMy BaTopu yXKe 3Hajl, CKOJIKO BOMCK OyZeT OTIpaBiIeHo Ha MUCCHIO.

"Kak xe IIpuHIl BepHYJICSA KUBEIM?"

Xots EneHa, BO3MOXKHO, ¥ BEIZKWIIA, OH OB yBepeH, uTo Kapaiin gosxkeH OblI yMepeTh. B KoHIlE
KOHII0B EnleHa Onlsta paHeHa, u Kapaiin BepHYyICsS Bo mBopel] 6e3 eIUHOM IapanuHH Ha Tese. YTo
3TO 3HQYUT?

"MeH$ 4TO-TO OECIIOKOHUT".

Y BaTtopu 6b1n 6e301UMO0YHbIM HHCTUHKT, ¥ YYThE TOACKA3HIBAJIO MY, UTO Ha 9TOT Pa3 OH YIIYCTHUI
YTO-TO BaxkKHOE. YTO-TO MMPOCTOE, YTO JIETKO YIIYCTUTD U3 BUAY.

Pa3wmrlmiieHus He IPUHECIN eMy HUKaKUX Pe3y/IbTaToB, U OH BCTall, IOYECHIBas 3aTHIIOK. Bo-
IIePBHIX, OH JOJIXKEH OB HAaWTU CBUAETENS U3 MOAKPEIIeHNs, KOTOpoe OBIO ITOCTIaHo IogAepKaTh
Kapnauna.

"¢l BUOen, KaK KTO-TO IIOJOIIEN K MiMIepaTpulle, ¥ He MOTY OII037aTh JOJI0KUTh 00 3ToM ['eprory".

VimmepaTpuria Odenus u [1aBemiok moamepKuBaIy ApyKeCKre OTHOIIEHUS KaK IIyO0IuYHO, TaK U B
YAaCTHOM IIOPSIAKE, HO 3TO He 00s13aTenbHOo ObI0 mpaBmoi. MudopMarlius Oblna einé ogHo# GopMoi
BJIACTH, ¥ baTopu He coOMpPaCs HUKOMY ITPOUTPEIBATh.

Prittaph, HanpaBIsSBILIUNCS B CBOM IIOKOH, IO¥Ma B3rysag baTopu, U mNuoH ORICTPO M300pa3uil CBOIO
OOBIYHYIO YIIBEIOKY.

— HW3BuHUTE? MoOry 5 CIPOCUTH, KyJa BBl HAllPaBJISETECH?



Mupabeb BCTala C TIOCTENIH U Pellniia HaHeCTH MONIT0XKIaHHEIN BU3UT BO ABopell. OHa 3Hasa, 4To
eé 00e3Hb OECIIOKOUT OTIIa ¥ OpaTa, HO He MOTJIa 00JIbIlle OCTAaBaThCs B3amepTu. KpoMe Toro, oHa
MaBHO He BUIEJIA JIUIa CBOEH CeCTPHl ENeHHI.

— A? 4 He Mory celiyac BCTPETUTHCS C CECTPO?

Mupabens mpruexana BO JBOPEIl C PASOCTHEIMU OXHUIAHUSIMHU, HO €€ Cepflle yIaio, KOTraa HIHs
IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Heé C COKaJIeHHEM.

— MHe oueHb XKaJjlb, HO OHA IIJI0OX0 Ce0sT YyBCTBYET.

— Yrto cnyyunocs? OHa paHeHa?

— Her... HO HO y He€ IPOCTya, ¥ OHA CITPOCHIIA, He MOTJIM OBl BHI HABECTUTD €€ M03Ke, Korja e
CTaHET JIydIIe.

HsHe HAYero He 0CTaBajioCh, Kak 00MaHyTh Mupabens. Te, KTo uMe I1y00K1Ne pa3BefbiBaTeIbHEE
cety B MiMnepaTtopckoM fBoplie, 3Hany, 4To Enena Oblyia paHeHa B pe3yJIbTaTe BHE3AIIHOTO
HalafleHusi, HO B OCTAJIbHOM 3Ta UCTOPHUS He Oblyla IIMPOKO U3BECTHA.

axe ceMbs breli3d Hu4uero He 3Hana 00 3TOM HOBOCTH. EnleHa He X0Tejla MPUUUHATh HEHYXKHOe
0eCIOKOMCTBO CBOEY CeMbe 110 II0OBOMLY CBOET0 COCTOSHUS U MOIPOCUa HAHIO OTIOKUTEH BCTPEUY Ha
[pyroe BpeMs.

Mupabenb 03alaueHHO IIOCMOTpPela Ha Heé.

— TrI X04els CKa3aTh, YTO OHA MPOCTYOUIACh B TAKYIO TEITYIO IIOTOTY?

— Ia. JleToM eé€ BIIOJIHE MOXKHO IIOMMATh.

— [la, Ho...

Mupabenb yIpyd€HHO OTBEpHYIach. Eif TaK MHOT'0 XOTE€JI0Ch CKa3aTh.

Ee B3rnsap ynan Ha KyHa, KOTOpEIY CTOST coBceM psimoM. OHa X0Tejia MOTOBOPUTH C EnleHOM 0 cBOUX
HOBBIX YyBCTBaxX K HEMY, OOHAKO y He€ He OblIO BEIOOPa, KpOMe KakK IPUUTH I03XKe.



— Xopormuro. Ckaxu eit, 4ToOb OHa 0 cebe 1103a00THIach, ¥ I CHOBa HaBEIy €e€.

— Ia, FOnas Jlegu. E€ BricouecTBO 0YeHb CKy4aJsia 110 BaM. f MPHUIIIII0 KOTO-HUOYOh 3a BaMH, KaK
TOJIBKO €M CTaHeT JIy4lle.

— Ia... cmacu6o.

— Beperure cebs.

Mupabens nobpesna o6patHo K KyHy, 1 0OH C TH000IBITCTBOM IIOCMOTPEJT Ha HEE.

— 4 gyman, BB coOHMpaeTech BCTPETUTHCS ¢ E€ BricouecTBOM.

— O, y Moel ceCTphl HACMOPK, TaK YTO CETOMHS 5 €€ HE YBUXKY.

— Hacmopk?

— Ja.

B pyme KyHna meBenbHy10Ch Tofo3peHue. He UCKITI0YEHO, 4TO B 3TO BPEMS I'Ofia MOXKHO
IIPOCTYAUTECS, HO EnleHe He Tak-To JIeTKo OBIJIO IPOTHATh CeCTpy U3 MiMnepartopckoro [IBopua.

[Tocne Hegonroro pa3gymes ceperle rina3a KyHa motreMHenu.

"4T10-TO CIy4YmIoch?"

KyH oduiiranbHO HaXOOUICS B OTIYCKE U He TOJIy4Yaa HUKAaKUX U3BeCcTuil u3 MiMmepaTopcKoro
nBopiia. [To mepBoHaYaIbHOMY IIJIaHy OH [OJI3KeH OB BEPHYTHCS IOCTIE TOTO, Kak Mupabenb yeneT B
I0JKHBIE Kpasi, HO 9T0 OBIJIO OTJIOKEHO u3-3a eé 6oe3nu. Mupabesib, M0X0xKe, BOBCe He ropeia
JKeJlaHHeM eXaTh Ha IoT.

"9T10 u3-3a MeHqa?"

HenaBHO OHa UCKpeHHE IPHU3Hanack eMy B 068U, OHa Oblna emé MojIofa ¥ HauBHA 110 OTHOILEHUIO
K MHDY, ¥ aXKe TOTOBa Obl7Ia 0TKA3aThCsI OT CBOET'0 01arOPOMHOI0 MOI0XKEHUS, YTOOB! OBITH C HUM.

C Tex nop KyH usberan Mupabenb B 0coOHsIKe, Korfa Mor. CerofHs OH COIIPOBOXKa €€ TOIbKO
IIOTOMY, YTO OHA HOJI)KHAa OblIa IpHexaTh BO [IBOPEII.

Kyt He Mor npuHSaTh Mupabens. Kapnaiin Ob11 ero xo03suHOM, a Mupabesb - BCEro JIUIIL CECTPOMR



JXKEHIIHUHEL, KOTOPYIO OH JOJI2KeH OB 3aIIuiaTh. MexXay HUMHU OblIa BRICOKAS CTEHA, KOTOPYIO
HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO ITepecedb, ¥ HUKTO HUKOTMA He 6JIar0CIIOBUT UX OTHOIIEHus. JIydIine BCero ObIIO
OTTOBOPUTH PpaHTa3uu 00 OTHOIIEHUSX OO0 TOTO, KaK Mupabesnb Ovina paHeHa unu KyH Obl1 OpOIIEH. ...

Mupabenp mopHsIa I'1a3a Ha KyHa, KOTOPHIM MOT4a IIEN PSO0M C HEM.

— O yéwm TBI gymaenib, KyH?

— Hu 0 yém...

OH oTor"an mMeiciu 0 Mupabenb 1 cHOBa oOpaTuics K Enene. CKObKO Okl OH HU 00AYMEIBAJI 3Ty
nHGbOpPMalKIo, YTO-TO He CXOOUIOCE.

— KOnas jiegyu, HE MOI'JIN OBI BHI CHAYasIa BEPHYTBHCA B 0COOHSK?

— Yro? 47?

B oTnuuue OT TOrO OHS, KOTA OHU OTIIPABUJIMCh HAa MUKHUK BABOEM, Ha 3TOT pa3 Mupabenb XKpuanu
Kyudep u Heckonpko ciyr. He BaxH0, 4T0 KyH yexasn Ha KakKoe-TO BpeMs.

— HOCKOHbe g YKe OaBHO B OThE3[0€, MHE OBI XOTEJIOCh BCTPETUTLCSA C IPEABIAYITUMU 3HAKOMBIMH,
YTOOBI KOE-YTO IIPOBEPUTE.

Mwupabesnb He MOrjia CKPHITh CBOETO JTI000IBITCTBA.

— Yt0 370 BOpYT?

— ITO0 TPYAHO O0BSICHUTD B HETANISIX MOJIOAOM IeBYIIKE. OTO JIUYHOE.

YcnpiaB pe3kut otBeT KyHa, Mupabenb He cTajla HaCTauBaTh.

IToMosyaB, OHa IIOCMOTpPEIa Ha Hero ria3aMu OpOIIeHHOro IIeHKa.

— THI... THI BEPHEIILCS B OCOOHSAK?

[To kakoiu-to npuunHe KyH konebasncs. Mupabenb, Ka3anoch, 3Hala, YTO OH MOXKET VUTH B 060e
BpeMs, KOTa 3aX04eT. BO3MOKHO, 9T0 Oblyla JKeHCKass MHTYHUITHS.

— [la. 4 elré BEPHYCh...



— TsI MOXKeIIb MHe 3TO 00emaTh? - Cripocuiia Mupabenb C CUIOH.

— 4 oberrmaro.

OH KHBHYJ ¥ SICHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Xopoio. Bo3Bpaliancs B I[eI0CTH X COXPAHHOCTH, KOTla 3aKOHYHUIIIb.

Cepnue KYHa TPEBO2KUJIO TO, KaK JIETKO OHa JOBEPsET eMY. XO0Ts OH He CO6I/IpaJ'[CH HapyIIaThb CBOE
obelanme BEPHYTHCA B 0COOHSIK, OH MOT COJNraTh B 1I060€e BpeMs.

OH HUKOITIa paHbIIle He UCIBITHBAJ YIPEI3EHUN COBECTHU 10 3TOMY IIOBOLY, YTO XOPOIIO CIIYXKUIIO MY
B Ka4yeCTBe LINNOHA, HO BIIEPBEIE... CJIOBO “BUHA” IIPUIIJIO €My B I'OJIOBY.

Mupabenb Mo4yBCTBOBasa Ha cebe IMpUCTaNbHEIN B3rIsAA KyHa U CKJIOHMIA TOI0BY HAOOK.

— Kyn?...

Ox He otBeTui. OH, KaK 00BIYHO, I[EPEMOHHO IIOKJIOHUIICS Mupabers.

— BosBpaiaitecs.

Mupabenb cTosiIa ¥ CMOTpesa, Kak KyH mOBepHYJICS U IOWIEN TPOYb. ITO OBIIO HajleKO He B MEePBHIN
pas, KorJa OHa BHUfieNla eT0 TaKUM, ¥ 3TO 3peuille OblJI0 3HAKOMO I'Ta3aM Mupabers.

"MHe He cefyeT K 3TOMY IIPUBLIKATh".

970 OBIJIO OYEHB II0X0XKeE Ha pacCTaBaHHUe, U €€ cepfille CKaJoCh.

[To KaKOM-TO MPUYMHE €€ OXBATUIIO TPEBOXKHOE HACTPOEHHUE.
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