OurenomeHHbIH, PoMaH yCTaBUICS HAa MYCKYTHUCTYI0 KOHEYHOCTD, TOKPHITYIO IJIMHHON, HEMMOBEPHO
T'YCTOH IIepCThI0 OYpPoro mpeTa. JTa CTPAIIHAS jala He MOTIJla IPUHA/IeXaTh qaxe ropusmie, ubo
CBHCABIIIas C Hee Ha NOOPHIX MSITHAMATh CAHTUMETPOB PACTUTENIBHOCTD He YCTYIaja TONIIUHON 1
IIJIOTHOCTBHIO Mexy Oejioro MenBefs. Pa3BeunK MPUBCTaJ, C TUXOPa0YHOM IOCIIEITHOCTHIO
OLIYTILIBAS JIUIIO, IIJIEUH, TPY/b, MOSICHUILY. Be3ne Toxke caMoe - Oyprle OTBpaTUTEIbHEIE TOXMbI! C
KOITYMKA ¥ ITaXa OHU CITyCKAIKCh MMOYTH [0 KOJIEH, CJIOBHO IIepCTsHas 100Ka uiau 60pofa, BEIPOCIIAast
COBCEM B HEIOJI0KEHHOM MeCTe.

Brnpouewm, mooxkeHHOe MECTO TaKxKe He 0b10 060MAEHO - CO IeK ¥ mog00poaKa Ha TPyAb CTPYUIUCH
T'YCTHIE 3aPOCJIH, TIOANEePTHE OXBATUBIIKUM II€10 IJIOTHEIM BaJIMKOM IIepCTH. PoMaH OBITT 0O4eHb
TE€MHBIM IIIaTEHOM, ITOYTH OPIOHETOM, HO BOJIOCSIHBIE IXKYHTJIM, YKPACUBIINE 32 HOYb €T0 JIHIIO,
MMeJld TaKOM, JKe MeP3KUY I'PsS3HOBATO-OypHIH IBET, KaK U OyiHas TOPOCTIb Ha pyKaX, IPYAu U
IIPOYUX 4acTax Tefla. C IOX0I0eBIINM CePALIEeM OH IOTSHYJICS K 3aThUIKY, KOCHYJICS yiieu. O,
Benukui Co3pmaTenb! KocMaMu, KOTOphIe CTEKAJX C HUX K JIOTIaTKaM, MOXKHO OBIIO IBa pas3a
00epHYTh Kynak!

Ho nmouemy?.. Kakasi-To ctpaHHas 605e3Hb? PoMaH ITOKOCHJICS Ha YUCTOe Oejioe TUYUKO, CIISALIEN
psanoMm AkBuu. Het, ee He opasuiia 3Ta HeoObsiCHUMas nHMeKuus... Tak B 4eM XkKe [eJio?

OH IOCTEeNEeHHO MPUXOAUT B ce0s1, U CTPaX, OTBpAIIeHUE, yKaC - BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHAS PeaKIus
BCSIKOT'0 HOPMaJIbHOTO YeJIoBeKa - YCTyIajaa MeCcTo X0JIODHOMY THeBY. BocmoMuHaHus ellje MeJIEHHO
BOPOYAJIUCh B €T0 I'OJI0BE, CJIOBHO MO3TY TOXEe 3apOCIIU BOJIOCAMU, U UX CIyTaHHas IpsxKa He
TI03BOJISITIa MBICJIM IBUTAThCS C IPUBRIYHON CTPEMUTENBHOCTHI0. OOHAKO B TAMSTH yXKe Havyallu
BCIUIBIBATh KO€-KaKue 3MKU30[bl BUepalllHero Bedepa: pyKu AKBUY, BTUPAIOIIKE B KOXY SHTapHYIO
Ma3b, OTBPATUTENIbHEIN BKYC Oanb3aMa IIOTOM - CJIOBA U IOHATHUSA, KOTOPHE OyATO caMu co00M
ITPOCAYUBAIMCH B €T0 MO3T... CTPAHHBINA MPEOYTPEHHUN COH ¥ My4MBIIAs €r0 YeCOTKA...

Ero onounu? Aksus! 310 ona! KonpyHbs, Tenenatka npokngaTtasa! Begpma, mimoxa, AbsABONINULA?
Omnowumna! i3 9TOr0 4epToBa KOTJIa, YTO BalseTCs PAmoM!

B3peBeB, CIIOBHO paHEHEHIN MaMOHT, POMaH IOOCKOYHII Ha TIOCTENTH ¥ OOHUM YIAapOM OTPOMHOTO
KyJlaKa BOT'HAJI B JIe[l IT0 CaMOe JHO ITepeBEPHYTHIA OPOH30BLIN KOTENTOK. [I0TOM Mablibl €T0
COMKHYJIMCH HAa BOPOTE MEXOBOTO OflesTHUSI AKBUH; ITOMHSB €€ B BO3AYX, OH HAJTUTBHIMU KPOBBIO
r7a3aMu CTaJl UCKaTh CTOJI0, KaMeHb, OPEBHO - TI000¥ TBEPOBIN ITPEeIMET, 0 KOTOPHIA MOXKHO ObIJIO ObI
pa3buTh ee yepern. Ha MUr oH morepsis He TOIBKO camMoo00jagaHue, HO U BCAKYIO CTIOCOOHOCTD
paccyXaaTh: OH CJIOBHO 3a0bLI 0 COTHE CITOCO00B yOUiiCcTBa, KOTOPEIMHU BIlafiesl B COBEPIIEHCTBE.
Cton6, kaMeHb! Pa3Be He JOCTATOYHO YyTh-4yTh CXKAThb MAJIBIE Ha XPYIKOM T'OpJie XKEHIITUHBI WK
TIEPEJIOMUTD €¥ TO3BOHOYHUK O KOJIEHO...

- He OyiicTBY#, CTPAHHHUK, - pa3[aics BAPYT HETPOMKUI CepeOpUCTHIN I'0JI0COK, M OH HEIIPOU3BOJILHO
ocnabun xBaTKy. - C To60ii He CIIy4nJIOCh HUYETO Y2KacHOTO.

CKJIOHMB TOJIOBY K IIJIeuy, PoMaH yCTaBUIICS B 3eJIEHOBAThIE JIbAUCTHIE TIa3a, B3UPABIIKE Ha HETO C
HECOKPYILIUMEBIM CIIOKOUCTBUEM. C MUHYTY [JIUIICS 3TOT 6€3MOJIBHBIN ITOEAUHOK, ¥ BHE3AITHO SPOCTE,
rHeB, 00ua IOKUHYIN eTo - OyaTo Oyprsinas ¥ 00Kuralollas Bjlara HeHaBUCTU ITPOCOUMIIach CKBO3b
XOJIOOHEIM ITECOK PacCymKa U yIia. B cremyoomuii MOMEHT Pa3BeIYUK IIPEACTAaBUII BECh KOMU3M
CUTYyall¥: OTPOMHOE BojiocaToe uynuire - Kuur KoHr, 1a ¥ TOJIBKO! - TOTOBUTCSI CBEPHYTH IIEI0
KpacaBulle-0510HguHKe... He XBaTaeT TONBKO Ieposi-To00BHUKA, CIIEIallero Ha BEIPYYKY C
IIICTOJIETOM.

HeBoNbHO OH TTISTHYJ Ha IIOJIOT IIaTpa, CIOBHO OXKUasl, YTO CHJIbHAS PyKa BAPYT OTOPOCHUT €ro B
CTOPOHY U, BMECTe C KJTy6aMu MOPO3HOTO BO3yxXa, MOsIBUTCS u3baBuTesnb. KTo uMeHHO? KOHEYHO,



cam Poman I'uneB, 6pOH30BOKOXKUM repoii, rpo3a Bparos! Poman ['uineB, BLICOKUM 00asiTEIbHEIN
MYXKYWHA JBafLATH ISITH JIET OT POAY, YMEPEHHO BOJIOCATHIM, TI00MMeI] XKeHITUH, YCMUPHUTETTh
MOHCTPOB!

OH HEBOJIBHO YCMexHyJIcs. HeT, B 3TOM roJIIuBYNCKOM 60€BHKE eMy, II0X0Ke, IPEICTOUT CHIrPaTh
o0e ponu - ¥ Tepos, ¥ YynoBuIia!

AkBus He gBurasnachk. OH IIBEIPHYJI €€ Ha JI0XKe U CTYIIUII Ha JIeASTHOM I10JI, MeXaHU4YeCKH OTMETHB,
YTO TIOMOIIBEI COBCEM HE YYBCTBYIOT X07101a. MeX0BO# XaJlaTUK KEHIITMHE PAaCIIaXHYJICS;
roay0oBaThe HAaJTUTHIE TPYAM C BUIIIEHKAMHU COCKOB UyTh ITOIPArUBalii B TAKT JbIXaHUIO, TOHKUH
n3rub Tanuy nepexogui B cO0Ia3HUTENbHYI0 OKPYTJIOCT Oefipa, ATMHHBIE HOTU OBIJIK IIJIOTHO
C3KaTHI, CJIOBHO OHA 00s171aCh, YTO BOJIOCATHIN BEIMKAH ceryac HaOpocuTcst Ha Hee. Ho XpHU30MUTOBEIE
3payKy CMOTPEJIM YBEPEHHO U CIIOKOMHO, @ OUepTaHus OJIeMHO-PO30BHIX T'Y0 OBIJTU TBEPIHL.

- 3aueM TH cHenana 9To? - HpO60pMOTaJ'I Powmas, CMYIIEHHO OTBOOA B3IJIAL. 3p5{ OH COpPBAJICA: €CIIn
Hapno, CTOUT Y6I/ITB, HO IIpX 3TOM BOBCE He 00513aTeIbHO JAaBaTh BOJIIO SMOILIMSIM.

- Trl mpepmoyen 661 3aMeP3HYTh 0€3 0eXKk? - TOI0C AKBUY ORI POBEH UM THX. - [Ipeamnoyen Obl
IIPEBPATUTLCS B JIEASIHYIO CTaTy0?

-4 IIpearnoyen OBl YGpaTbCH OTCIOIa, - 3asIBUJI PoMaH; YBEPEHHOCTE Ha4aJld BO3BPAIIATECA K HEMY.

- ,]:[O Kpad Benukux JIbmoB MHOTO IIHefI IIyTH, 1 HUKTO HE MO2XKET IIOMMAaCTh Tyda 6I:>ICTpee, qyeM 6eFYT
€ro IICHI...

- OTKyma TH 3HaEIIb, YTO 51 MOTY, @ Yero - HeT? - PoMaH omlepun 3yObl B yTPIOMON YCMEIIIKE. -
KazxeTcs, TBOSI Marnyeckasi CHjia IO3BOJIsIeT MIAPUTh B UyKoit ronoBe? Hy, Tak 3arjisHu B MOIO!

[IpoTekya ellle MUHYTa CTPAHHOTO eAMHOOOPCTBA, MX B3TJISIIbI CKPECTUITUCH, CJIOBHO KITMHKY PATIUp -
TEeMHO OPOH30BEIH U 3eJIeHOBaTO-cepeOpucThiii. Ha celt pa3 cTaib ycTynuiaa 6poH3e - AKBUS, OyCTUB
BEKM, MEIJIEHHO KUBHYIA.

- Ia, Tl MOXKEIIb YUTH... YUTH B 11000# MOMEHT. He 3Hal0, KyJa ¥ KaKuM 00pa30oM, HO 3TO B TBOMX
CHJIax... - CeJIaB Iay3y, oHA mobaBuia: - f MOoHsIA 3TO elrle BUepa.

- Torga ocTaBUM CKa3KU HACYET TOTO, YTO TeOs CHemaeT OECIIOKOMCTBO O MOEM 3[I0POBLE, -
pa3BequuK crpeb CBUCABIIYIO C yXa IMPSOb U CTaJ CEPOUTO HaMaTHIBATh Ha KyJak. - Tebe 4To-TO OT
MeHs Hafno, Beab Tak? - OHa Mojyasa. Yto xke? [1o-MoeMy, BCe, 4TO ThI XOTeJIa, TH [I0JIy4YHusia
HOYbM0... i Mano? Ho B TakoM BUfe, - OH PBaHYJ OyphIil KJIOK BOJIOC, HEIIPOU3BOILHO JEPHYB
TOJIOBOY, - 51 Oyny TeOe He CIUIIKOM-TO IPUATEH!

O=na no-npexHeMy He TOBOpHUJIa HU CJIOBa, 1 PoMaH Havasn UCHBITEIBaTh pa3gpaxeHue. KoHedyHO, OH
He OB TEJIeaToM, HO pa30uparncs U B XKU3HYU, U B XKeHIIUHAX. YeM [I0/IbIIe 0HA MOJTYUT, TEM
HETPUSITHEN OKaxkeTcs Mpock0a MU HEBHITOOHEH - caelika, n00 oH OBUI ceifyac 3auHTePeCOBAHHOM
CTOPOHOM. [1a, OH MOXKeT YUTHU B 110001 MOMEHT - ¥ 4TO T0TOM? OB0CHOBATLCS B POCCUMCKOM
300mapkKe 0 CKOHYaHUs BEKOB? B KyleTKe ¢ Hafnuchio: "['MManaiCKuil HeTH - ObIBIINYM COTPYIHUK
pas3Benku Poman I'unes"?

YmapoM HOTH OH BHIOMTT M30 JIbJa KOTEJ, ¥ TOT, 3afipebe3kaB, IIOKATUIICS B yroi. PoMaH moiimar ero,
IIepeBEPHYII U CeJl.

- Tak uTo ke Tebe HaJo OT MEHS? - ero I'1a3a CHOBa BCTPETHUIIUCE C 3€JIEHOBATHIMHU 3Pa4YKaMHU AxBum.



BHe3anHO OHa IPUIIOAHSIACh, BCTaB Ha KOJIEHH, K MEX0BO€ OfleTHUE PaCllaxHylI0Ch ellle CUIbHEE;
Terepb PoMaH BUfeN ee BCIO - OT HEXKHOTO OBajla JIMIa ¥ MOJIHBIX TPYAey OO0 CBETJIOr0 TPEeYroJbHUKa
nmo0Ka MexX CjierKa pa3mBUHYTHIX Oemep. OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €r0 0XBaTHIBAET BO3OyKIEHNUeE.
Heyxenu oHa cobupaeTtcst cob6ma3HuTh ero? Ilo3onotuts numiomnio? Het, He BhilifieT! [Toka He
OTIPEeNeNuTCS IeHa CIeIKY, HUKAaKUX UT'P, HUKAKUX ITOCTEIbHALIX 3a0aB U pa3BlIeuYeHUH.

Ho AkBu#, Kak, 0Ka3ajocs, fymasa COBCEM O APYTOM.

-d-8 IIYyTH, - IPOXU3HECJIa OHA THUXO, IMOJIY3aKPEIB I''Ta3a U CTUCHYB MaJIEHbKKWE PYKH, - U IIYTh 3TOT
TPYOEH U OllaCeH...

- [Touemy ke Tebe He CUOEIIOCH OMa? - TIOMHTepecoBascs PoMaH.
- JTO - MO€ [IeJI0, - ee JIUI0 BAPYT CTal0 3aMKHYTHIM U CYPOBEIM. - A TBOE€ OXPaHSITh MEHS.

Poman IIPUIIOOHSAII 6pOBb, IIOXO0XKYIO ceiiyac Ha ITHUYbe THE3]I0; OH CTapaJiICd He OYMadTh, KaK
BRITTIAOUT IIPU 3TOM €TI0 (I)I/I?;I/IOHOMI/IfI.

- BoT xak? PaHblne TH Bpope 6b1 06x0qunach 6e3 OXpaHHL...

-4 MOTY OCTAHOBHUTE HEJIOBEKA UIIN 3BEPS, JaXKe IBYX... HO TOJIBKO He naﬁpa, CHEXKHOTO dAIiepa. Ecnu
OH IIOTOHHUTCA 3a YHpH}KKOI;I... WY CTas BOJIKOB, MHE KOHeIl! - OHa C OTYassHUEM B3rJIAHYJIA B JIUIIO
Pa3BEq4YUKYy. - [ToHMMaeIb, MHE BE3JI0 OO0 CHUX HOpP, U THI - CaMOe OosbiIoe Moe Be3eHue. Th CHUJIEH,
OYeHb CHeH! HpOBOHI/I MEHS U IIOJIy4YHIIb 3JIMKCHUD, KOTOprI;I CHUMET BC€ 3TO, €€ PyKa IMOTAHYJIaCh K
BOJIOCATOMY IINIe4y Pa3BeO4YHnKa, - 3d OOHY HOYb.

- Kyna xe?
- Ha ceBep, B beprnuod... B 3aMOK [TOMHAIIHX. ..

- TamM HaMedaeTcs ouyepenHOi mabar? - ¢ *poHuen crpocusl PoMaH, HO XKeHIITMHA OTBETHUIIa
HETIOHUMAIOIITUM B3TJIIAOM. - JIagHO... - Ipo6opMOTaIl OH. - ['Ie 3TOT TBOM 3aMOK?

- I'me? - oHa HeompeeneHHo MMoBesia 6eI0CHEeXKHBIM IIJIEYUKOM. - 1 3HAI0 AOPOTY...

- Benuko nu paccTosHue?

3510K0 MOeXUBIINCH, AKBUS 3allaXHyJIa OEeXKAY U IT0Kaydaja roJI0BOM.

- HeT, He ouenb. MHI IIPOMOEM €0 3a OBAALATh JHEH... MOXKET OBITh, 32 ABAMLATD MSTh...

PoMaHn nopHsCS, IOKOIIEN K IIOJIOTY ¥ OTAEPHYN ero. OrpoMHOe 6arpoBoe COJIHIle BUCEJIO HU3KO Haf
TOPU30HTOM, CJIOBHO TYCKHEIOIIee 0KO HeyMOJIUMOro 00xKecTBa. ITOT MUD, IIOAyMall Pa3BequyukK, Ha
MUJIAOH JIeT cTaplle caMoro TBopla... ¥, BEpoATHO, IoToMy BcemepxkuTens 3a0bl1 0 HEM, OTHaB B
JIalkl IEASHOro ObsiBojia. OH IOCTOS, BITISIOBIBASICh B CBEPKAHNE CHEXKHOM PaBHUHE U IIOUTH
IIOZICO3HATEJIbHO OTMeYast, YTO He YyBCTBYyeT HU X0JI0[a, HU BETpa, TIOTOM BEPHYJICS K CBOEMY
CUeHbl0. AKBUS, yXKe ofeTasi, HaTaruBaja CarnoxXKy, IOTOM IIPUHSJIACh pacTallInBaTh KPOXOTHYIO
nevypKy, nogbpackiBasi B OTOHb JIOMTUKHU KEJITOr0 3aCTHIBILIEr0 XK1Upa. PoMaH mocMoTpen Ha
crop0ieHHYI0 QUTYPKY KEHIIUHEL ¥ TPOU3HEC, CJIOBHO PO CeO5:

- [IBaguaTh AHEN... HEMHOTO, KOHEYHO... HO 1 3a 9TU OHU Hac MOT'yT COXKpaTh ABafALUaTh pa3. CMOTp4,
KTO BCTPETHUTCS II0 JOPOTE...

AxBug IIPUCTPOHJIa Hag OTHEM JIOMOTE MfACa U IIOOHSAJIA B3I'JIA0 Ha Pa3BEOYNKaA; JINIIO €€ 02KMBHUIIOCH.



- O, 970 MOXKeT OBITh Haup, OBICTPEIY, KAK CMEPTh... CTasd KaTpaboB, CaTIO0B UJIX JIEASHBIX BOJIKOB...
OUKApH, TOJIOOHBIE U TIOTOMY - JKE€CTOKUE... 3BePU, KOTOPBIE BEIXOOAT U3 MOPSI... ITUIHL C KeJIe3HBIMU
KOT'TSIMHU... Bo umsi CBarout [Typru, TyT 6oJibIlle OIACHOCTEMN, YeM CHEXKUHOK B cyrpobe!

HeKOTopoe BpeMi PoMmaH cupen HEIIOABUIKHO, YCTaBUBIIKCH Ha CBOU KOJIEHHU, IIOXOOUBIIINE HA OBE
BOJIOCAHBIE IIOOYIIIKH; ITIOTOM IIOOHSAJI yTpIOMbeI B3rjidn Ha XKEHIMHUHY.

- 3HAYHUT, X04elllb, YTOOBI S OXPaHsI Te0s, - OH CTUCHYJI KyJIaK¥ ¥ MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM B CTOPOHY
OTOPOIIIEHHOT'0 TI0JI0Ta, 3a KOTOPHIM IIPOCTHPanachk 6e10-GpruoneToBast fab. - XOPOIIOo, s COTIaceH.
Mzt moGepemcst o beprnroHa, U TH H36aBUIIL MEHS OT 3TOT'0 YKPAIIEHUs, - PAa3BeIYUK IIPOBETT
JIAOHBIO TI0 MOXHATOM I'PyAu, U AKBUS PAJOCTHO 3aKKBasa. - iHayve... uHave s u30aBiio Tebs OT
T'OJIOBEL - BEICTPHIM IBMXKEHMEM OH MOKa3aJl, KakK CAeiaeT 3To.

AkBud m07Kana ryosl.
- Korpa MBI yBUMM CKally, Ha KOTOPOM BO3HOCUTCS 3aMOK, THI ITOTY4HIb 3efibe! f He nry!

- Xopo11o, KOJIAYHbBS, - TOBTOPHUI PoMaH, - HO IIOMHU O CBO€M rojioBe. f ToXe He Jry. - B3gs
IIPOTSIHYTHIN JKEHITMHOU KYyCOK Msica, OH BIUJICA B HETO 3yDaMu U Hadasl MeJJIeHHO KeBaTh, 0 Y4EM-TO
pa3Mblisgs. Msico OBITIO TOX0XKe Ha TIOJIEHbe M CUJIBHO OTHABasI0 PHIO0M; BOJIOCH JIE3JIH B POT, U
pa3BemurK pa3gpaxkKeHHO [IePHYII KJIOK Ha HUXHeN rybe. - MHe HYKHO OpyXKHe, - HaKOHEI 3asBUI
OH.

- Opyxwue? - Ka3ajaoch, AKBUS OblJla 03aJadyeHa.

- la, opyxue. Meu, KOIlbe UJTU CEKUPA... XOPOIIIO GBI e1lle YK WIIK CaMOCTPen. Thl JyMaelllb, s MOTY
TOJILIMHU PYKaMHU CIIPABUTHCS CO CHEKHBIM siimepoM? C KaTpabaMu, caTiiaMu U CTasiMU BOJIKOB? C
JIofoeIaMu-IuKapPsIMK, 4epT Obl uX oopan?

- H-meT KoHeuyHO. Ho 1... T Kak-TO He mogyMasa 00 3TOM...

PoMaH MpayHO moKayas rojgoBoi. TUTMYHO XKeHCKUM mogxon K meny! ITpeacTaBUTENbHUIIE ClTaboro
0JIa YMeIOT 000JIbIaTh, 0OMaHBIBATh, OOKMBATLCS CBOETO, UT'PAst Ha XKAJIOCTU UJTU CIEKYITHPYS
CTPaCThIO; OHU MOTYT JOCTAYDL MHOTOT'0, UCII0/Ib3ysl YHUBEPCAJIbHYI0 OTMBIUKY - IIOCTEJIb, U3MEHOU U
HU3KUM KOBApPCTBOM OHHU CIIOCOOHHI 3aII0/IyYUTD BJIACTh Ha MYK4UHOM. M 4TO XKe manbiie? Kak oHu
WCIIO/IB3YIOT 3Ty BacTh? be3 cMbIc/ia ¥ MoJb3kl, 100 UM He HaHO IPEeOBUAETD ITOCTIENCTBUN CBOUX
IIOCTYIKOB!

BOBMYI.HGHHO XMEIKHYB, OH YCTABHJICA TAZKEJIBIM B3TJIAO0M B JINIO XKEHIMWHEL U IIPDOMU3HEC:

- MHe HY>KHO OpyXWue, IOHUMaeIns? Y s He BepIo, YTO TH OTIIPABUIIACh B IaJIEKUH IIyTh, HE
TIPUXBATHB C CO60M 4ero-HUOyOh 3TAKOTO... - OH HEOIPeeIeHHO MOLIeBe NI aIbLaMHy,
BRITJISIIEBIIIMMY KaK CBSI3Ka TOJICTHIX BOJIOCATHIX COCUCOK. Hy-Ka, pa3Bs3niBail Melku! IToKaxu, 4To
TaM y Tebs!

AKBUS, OTJIOKUB HEJOEEHHBI KYCOK, TOKOPHO MOAOIIIa K TIOYKY, ITIOKOTanach B HEM U BHITAIUIIa
LUANUHOPHAYECKYIO IIETEHYI0 KOP3UHKY. B Hel fiexkasa CTONKa MOTEMHEBIINX MeTalIudyeCKuX
IMCKOB OBAMIATh CAHTHMETPOB B JUaMeTpe, 0YeHb TOHKHUX, C OCTPHIMU, KaK OpHUTBa, KpasiMu. PoMaH
OCTOPOZKHO B3s5J1 OOUH, IIEKHYJI II0 HEMY HOI'TEM - MeTaJlJI 0TO3BaJICS [OJTUM MPOTSIXKHEIM 3BOHOM.
BepunnueBas 6pon3a? [Toxoxke, 0O4eHb ITOX0XKE...

- OTKyma? - OTPBIBUCTO CIIPOCHJI OH, TIPOMOIXKas pas3rsiabBaTh AUCK. EMy 1MOKa3anock, YTO B TEMHOM
MeTaJlie 3alpeccoBaHa Kakasi-To cepebpucTasi HUTh, OHA IIjIa OT IIeHTPa IOCTEeIIEeHHO



pa3B0pa‘-IPIBaI-0H.Ieﬁ€H CIIXPAJIBIO.

- U3 cTaphix ropofios, - AKBUS MaxHyJ/la PyKOX Ha 0T, B CTOPOHY COJIHIIA. TaM MHOT'0 CTPaHHBIX
Belei... [0BOpAT, - moOaBUsa OHa, IOMOJTYAB, - TaKWe KPYKKU CIYXKUIN IpefkaM KHUTaMU... TOJIbKO
MBI IaBHO Pa3y4YuJIACh UX YUTATE... - B IOJIOCE XEHIIUHEI 3By4Yasa I'PYyCTh.

[IpeBHue ropopa? B aTom nmepsiHoM Mupe? [Toxanyu, pemun PoMaH, OH HallpaBlIsieTCS COBCEM He B
Ty CTOPOHY; Hamo OBl UATH K I0TY, B MECTa, I7ie 00MTAIOT COPOTUYHU €T0 IJIEHUTEIbHUIIE], U MOIIAPUTh
B 9THX CaMBIX Topopax... OH MOHKMMAJI, OMHAKO, YTO ero XeJlaHhe celyac HEeBBIIOJIHUMO, 100
MEeP30CTHHIM 3Bep0o00pa3HbIil 00JIMK IPUKOBHIBAJI €TI0 K AKBUM Hafle’KHEeW CTaNlbHBIX 1enel. JlagHo,
OH TIPOBOJXT BefbMYy Ha Ialalll, TIOJTyYuT pacyeT ¥ IBUHETCS B TEILJIble Kpad...

- Kak nonb30BaThCS 9TOU WITYKOU? - pa3BeAYMK B3BECUII Ha JIA[IOHU JIETKUM OUCK.

- BatapoMm? - AKBus B3si/1a M3 KOP3UHKY ellle ONUH KPYKOK U CHejlajia BU/, YTO IPUIETTUBAETC -
IIPSIMO B Herpelolllee CBeTu0. PoMaH KUBHYJ; KaK OH yXKe [oTafiajics, TaMsITHbIe IUCKU TPEBHUX
KOMIIBIOTEPOB CJIYKUITU TETePh METATEILHEIM OPYKHUEM.

- 9TO MHe He TOJUTCS, - PELINTEeIbHO 3agBUI OH, OTJISAbIBAs I0PTY B IIOMCKaX 4ero-to Oojee
BECOMOTO ¥ CMEPTOHOCHOTO. - CKaXku-Ka, 4eM Thl KOJIellb Jief?

AxBus XJI0NHYNa cebs 1o 10y U TOPOIUIMBO BEICKOYHUTIA HAPyXKy. Pa3BequuK CIbllai, Kak OHa
BO3UTCS PSIOOM, 3a ITOJIOTOM M3 LIKYP, TaM, Iie CTOSIM CaHu. YTO-TO T'YIKO 3BSIKHYJIO, Pa3facst BU3T
TIOTPEBOXKEHHOM co0aKM U, HAaKOHEI], XKeHIIIMHA ITOSBUIACh B IIATPE, BOJIOYA TAXKENYIO IEITHIO U
TOTIOPUK.

PoMaHn moxeBat MoC/IefHUN KYyCOK ¥ OCMOTPEJI CBOE PHIIIaPCKOEe BOOPYKeHue. [1elHs, HacaxkeHHas
Ha TOJICTYI0 METPOBYIO PYKOSITh, OblIa TPO3HLIM OPYKHEM; TOIOP IMOKA3aJICs eMy JIETKOBATHIM, HO
BBIOMpPATh He IPUXoausiock. OH 0M0OpHUTENbHO KUBHYII, TOTPe00Ban Y AKBUYM TOUUIIBHBIN KaMeHb U
CTaJl IPUBOAUTE B TIOPSIAOK U3PSIHO 3aTYIUBIIEECS JIE3BHE.

* % x

CoycTst 4ac, CI0KUB HEXUTPHIM CKapO 1 pa3o0paB mIaTep, OHKU OTIPABUIIUCH B JOPOry. PomMaH OBl
MpaydeH; OH MOJIYaJIMBO BOCCEeHasl PSooM ¢ AKBHel Ha IepefKe IMUPOKUX, MIMHHLIX U HU3KHUX HapT,
KOTOpPHIE TalllWIa JI0XKKWHA ICOB. ETo 00MaHOM MOOIENUIN Ha KPIOYOK, 3TO OBIJIO COBEPIIEHHO SICHO!
MEICTB, UTO XKEHITMHA - IYCTh faXKe KOJAYHbS U TellernaTkal - cymena ero 000WTH, Tep3asa
camo;tro0ue pa3BeurKa He MEHbIIe, YeM XKyTKas MeIBeXKbs I1y6a, MOKPHIBIIAS TEJIO.

TeM He MeHee, IOCTETIEHHO OH YCIIOKOUJICS, U 3[PaBbIi CMBIC]I - TJIaBHOE €T0 OPYXKUe U TJlaBHasd
HafleXk[a - BHOBb CHU30IIIEeN K HeMy. MTak, ero HaTep/y Ma3blo U HallOWIX KaKOU-TO OPSHbIO,
CTUMYJIUPYIOIIEN POCT BOJIOCSHOTO MOKPOBa... [IpsgHbio? [la 3a TaKoe CPeaCcTBO (papMalleBTUUECKHUE
(bupMEI BEIOXKAT MUJIIHOHE! Munnuapasl! Y Beqb, ecnu BepuTh AKBUH, CYILIECTBYET 3TUKCHUD,
KOTOPBIN IIPHUBEJIET €T0 B IIPEKHEE COCTOSHUE. ..

BuesamHo PomaHn moBecenen, cooOpa3uB, UTO B CETH K HEMY IToIasach 30jI0Tas priOKa ymauu. Jlrogu
1300pesid MHOXKECTBO TI0JIe3HBIX Belllell - paiu0CBsI3b U IIJIACTUKHU, JBUTATEIN BHYTPEHHETO
CropaHus ¥ aTOMHBIE PeaKTOPhl, KOMIBIOTEPHl ¥ CTAHKH-aBTOMAaThl, aHTUOMOTUKY U HNCKYCCTBEHHOE
ceppte, 3yOHbBIE TPOTE3kl U MPOTUBO3aYaTOYHbIE MTUITIONM, TOUHENIINE TPUOOPH! U CIIOXKHENIINE
MeXaHHU3MHI... OMHAKO HUKTO ¥ HUKOTHA He CMOT CIIPABUTLCS C ITpo0ieMoi oOnbicenusi! [Ta, 3a0aBHas
cutyanus! 'enun oT Gpu3UKU NOAOUPAIOTCS K TaHaM MUPO3[aHusI, TeHUU OT OMOJIOTUHU
IIPENapupyIoT KIEeTKY, FTeHun OT KubepHeTUKH - Bpofie MakcuMoBa - CIIOCOOHEI CBSI3aTh C
KOMIThIOTEPOM YeI0Be4eCKuil MO3r... U, TeM He MeHee, HU OWH U3 HUX He CMOXKET BRIPACTUTh Jaxke



BOJIOC Ha uepele ybicoro! BungHo, 9Ta 3agayda IOCI0KHEN TEOPUU OTHOCUTEIHbHOCTH U PaCIIu(pPOBKU
crpoenus [IHK... Het, emy onpenenenHo nosessno! M myyille He MeyTaTh O ITOUCKaX B OPEBHUX
ropofax, a Kak cjieflyeT IOKOIAaThCs B TOM OeCIIeHHOM MCTOYHHUKE WH(POPMAIINH, YTO CUAUT PSIHAOM C
HUM.

AKBUS, BEPOSITHO, OILIyTHIJIa CMEHY er0 HaCTPOEHHUS U ITOBEpPHYJa K PoMaH pa3pyMsHUBIIEECS Ha
MOpO3e JIKUI0. Pa3dBeiuuK IMIPOYMCTHUII TOPJIO, ITOfieprai KJIOK BOJIOC, CBUCABIIUX C JIEBOTO yXa, U
IIPUCTYTIHII K HOTPOCY.

- Tel TOBOpHJIA O 11€JI0M Kyde YyAOBHIN, 0OUTAIOMIUX TYT, - OH 00BEJI MOXHATOM PyKOU
PacCTUNIaBIIYIOCS BIIepey CHEXKHYIO TyCTHIHI0, MOHOTOHHOCThL KOTOPOM Hapyllalau TOJIBKO
TOPYaBIINE KOe-THe JIeAsTHbIe HafolI0bl TOPOCOB. - YeM OHU MUTAIOTCS?

- [Ipyr gpyrowm, - AKBU I10XKaJjla IJIe4aMu.

- Tax He ObiBaeT. [lozKeH OBITH ellle KaKOHW-TO UCTOYHUK MUIIY. [IOHUMaelllb, XUITHUKYA KPYT TeX, KTO
€CT TPaBy U JIUCThS, a Te, B CBOIO 0Yepe[b... - BIPYT OH OCTAHOBUJICS, TOpPaKeHHBI BHE3aIMHOU
MBICTIbIO, ¥ COPOCHUIL: - CrTyIiaii, a Thl 3Haelllb, 4YTO TaKOe TpaBa?

KeHIMHA yCMEXHYIach.

- Ha 1ore, Ha Moeii pofuHe, He TaK XOJIONHO, KaK 3[ech. TaM pacTeT TpaBa U faxke eCTh JePEeBbs, He
OYeHb BHICOKHE, TIPaB/a, 3aT0 MHOTO. THl JKe BHIKIIL, MOY CAaHHU CHeJIaHHl U3 JepeBa

Poman KuBHYII, yKOpUB ce0sT 3a HEBHUMATENIbHOCTbh. [10X02Ke, 3Ta UCTOPHS C IPEBPAIIIEHUEM B
TYIITHOTO 3BEPS 3M0OPOBO BEIOMIIA ero u3 Koneu! OH XKe BUMIEJ, YTO CaHU - IePEeBSHHbIE, IePEeBIHHBIMU
OB ¥ IPEBKM TOIOPA U memrHu. JIro60# uanoT goragasncs Obl, YTO 9Ta BegbMa IPHUOLIIa U3 KPaes,
Tie eCTh XOTb KaKasi-TO PaCTUTEIbHOCTh! OH HaXMyPHUIICS, IIPUCIYIIUBASICh K CepeOPUCTOMY I'OJIOCKY
CITyTHHUIIHL.

- TaMm, - oHa MOKa3aJa B CTOPOHY 6arpoBOr0 COJTHEYHOTO [IUCKA, - €CTh 3BePH, KOTOPhIEe IIAaCyTCS B
TI0JI€ U B JIECY, TaK, YTO 5 IIOHUMAIO0, 0 YeM ThI TOBOPHINE. TyT, - AKBUsI 00BeJia IUPOKUM KECTOM
Oenyro 6€3MONIBHYI0 PABHHUHY, TAKUX 3Bepel HeT. 3aTo IO HaMu - MOPE, ¥ B HEM MHOT'0 BCSIKOH
KUBHOCTHU. CTOUT TOIHKO ITPOOUTE JIef. ..

- [Torogu, - oCTaHOBUII ee 03adadyeHHBN PoMaH, - 3HAUUT, MBIl IBUTAEMCS 10 3aMep3IIell MOPCKOM
TIOBEPXHOCTHU? - AKBUS MOJT4a, KUBHYA. - Ho 9TOT TBOM BeprimoH... 3aMOK WM TOPO... OH ITIOCTPOEH
IIPsIMO Ha JIbAy?

- Het, koHeuyHo. Mul MuHyeM [lapconaH - Benukue JIbas! - 1 jo6epeMcs 0o O0JIBIIIOr0 TOPUCTOTO
OCTPOBa Ha ceBepe. bepriauoH CTOUT Ha ero 6epery... ecjid TO MECTO MOXKHO Ha3kIBaTh Oeperom -
Be[b Jie[l Ha MOpe HUKOrja He TaerT...

Heckonmbko MUHYT POMaH MBITaNCs OCMBICTIUTH HOBYIO HHGOpManuio. Bce mpaBuiIbHO; 3Ta
OeckoHeYHasi POBHAS TOBEPXHOCTh MOTJIa ObITh TOJILKO TYHOPOM MM 3aMep3IuM okeaHoM. Ho B
TYHAPE BCTPeYaloTCs BO3BLIIIEHHOCTH U CKaJlbl, a 3[eCh TOJIbKO JIEASTHbIE TOPOCHL.

3HA4UT, 3TOT [lapcoyiaH - Mope, MeCTHHIM JlemoBUTHY OKeaH! Telleps IOHATHO, OTKYAa B35J1ach
IIOJIBIHBSI, U3 KOTOPOM ero BRITAIIUIN COOaKu!

Pa3BeuuK 3afyMUYUBO MOTJIAANT APEMYUYIO O0DPOMY, BOAOMAAOM KECTKHUX BOJIOC CITyCKABIIYIOCS Ha
TPy[b, TOTOM KHBHYJ Ha 3aCHEXKEHHYIO IOBEPXHOCTh, 110 KOTOPOUH CKOJIb3UIA HAPTHI, U
TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:



- Bugumo, neq odueHb TPOYHBIA? CKOIBKO TYT [0 BOABI?

- J:[Ba-TpI/I TBOMX POCTa, HO €CTh MECTa, I'lé KOPKa TOHIHHHOﬁ JIMIIb B POCT YEJIOBEKa UJIN €eIlle
MEHBIIIE. 3BepI/I Pa3pEIBAIOT €€, IIPOLaPAITIbIBAIOT ITIOJIBIHBM, OXOTATCA.

Poman kuBHY1. OH He 06paTuiI 0co60T0 BHUMAHUS Ha JePEBSIHHBIE CaHW, HO 3aMETHUJI, KaKue
MOIITHEIE U IIHPOKHUE JIAMbl Y COOaK - MOYTH C €T JIafoHb. M KOI'TH Ha HUX OBIJTH COOTBETCTBYIOIIETO
pa3mepa.

OHM MYaJIuCh B CHE3KHOM 0e3MOJIBHH YacC 3a YaCOM, HECJIUCH I10 IIJIOTHOMY CJIe3KaBIIIEMYCS CHETY,
MUMO 6eJ10-T0Ty60BaTHIX HOJIeH WIIM CBEPKAIOUIUX JIEOSHBIX I'JIBI0, CKOIB3UIM POBHO U IIJIaBHO,
CJIOBHO JIETEJIM BO CHe Haj] OecIpe/e/IbHEIM XOJIOMHEIM H HEeTIPOHHUI[AeMBIM IITUTOM, CKOBABIINM
okeaH. [leHb KOHYAJICS; Ha 3amafe OarpOBHIM AUCK Hayasl MOTPYXKAThCS 32 CHHIOW YEPTY FOPU30HTA,
HO ORI OH TaK OI'POMEH, YTO [0 TOT0, KaK (MOJIETOBHIM 3aKaT pa3bpocast KPeUIhs M0 HeOY, MyTHUKHU
ycremnu BHIOpaTh MOAXOMsINee OJIs Hodujera MecTo u pa3ouTh marep.

PomaHa myuun rosiof. AKBuUs, II0KadaB I'0JIOBOM, CKa3aJja, YTo Tak 1 Oy[eT HeCKOIbKO IHEH, 100
BCSIKW B3OILIEMIINM TIOCEB - laXKe BOJIOCSHOM - TpeOyeT nuTanus. OHU, MOJT4a, ITOEJIH, TIOTOM
Pa3BeqYUK MMOAOIIEN K OTKUHYTOMY IIOJIOTY ¥ Hayal BCMAaTPUBATHCS B ORICTPO T'yCTEBIIYIO THMY. 3a
BECh [IEHD - 3a JEBSATH UJIK OECSATh YaCOB - OHU He BCTPETUJIM HU OJHOTO XKUBOTO CYIIeCTBa. [' e xke Te
Yyaulla, CTau XUIITHUKOB ¥ OPIbl AUKapei, 0 KOTOPHIX pPaccKa3biBalia KONayHbsA? He cTan mu oH
JKepTBOK HOBOM xuTpoctu? M 4to XKmeT ero B beprnuone?

YcnriaB mopox, oH 00epHYIcs. AKBHS, COPOCUB BEPXHIOIO OIeXKIY ¥ CBOM MEX0BOI XaJlaTUK,
HaTUpaaa rpyab U XKUBOT Ma3bi0. [I0TOM OHa IPUHSAJIACE 3a HOTU [AJIMHHBIE, CTPOMHLIE, N30T HYBIIINCE,
IocTasa [o jomnaTok. PomaHa cMOTpes, He YyBCTBYS AaxKke BO30yKOEHHUS, TOJIbKO 00Uy, OH CTasl
3BepeM, U Teleph MeOBegulla Ui CaMKa OpaHTyTaHTa MofoIia Okl eMy 0O0jIbIlle, YeM 3Ta KeHIIUHA.

Korga AkBus moflenuia KOHYMKOM Tasblla ellle OOHY KalleJabKy SHTapHOro Oajab3aMa U cTaja
BTHPATh Ma3b B ITOIUIIE, OH CKa3aJll, pe3Ko u rpy6o:

- 3pst ctapaenrbcs! 91 He co6uUpParOCh CIATh C TOGOMH.

XKeHIuHA paccMesiyiach - CIIOBHO 3a3BeHEN CepeOpSIHEIN KOTOKOIbUKUK. MeIJIeHHEIMU JBUKEHUSIMU
JIaIOHEe¥ OHa MPOIOJIKAaJIa OTJIa’KMBATH MOSICHULY; POMaH Bufesl, KaK Hayajla PO30BETh €€ CHEXKHO-
Oenasi, C OTIMBOM TOJTyOM3HEL, KOXKa.

- To OyMa€lIlb, 9TO CaT-IIa - m000BHOE Cpe)Z[CTBO? - OHa CHOBA pPaCCMedAIacek. - Hert, Pomas, 3T0 BCEro
JINIIb COTPEeBAI0Iad Ma3kb. Cenyac g MOTY T'YJISATb 60CHKOM TI0 CHETY... HE XyXK€e TeOs!

- MeHs THI corpesa ApyruM ciocoboM, - OypkHya PomMaH, 0OTBOpa4YMBasCh.

Ha TemHOM He0Oe BCIIBIXHYTIU JIeJsHEIEe 3Be3Mbl, Opocas c1albiii CBET Ha BEPIIUHB TOPOCOB,
CTOPOKEBBIM KOJIBIIOM OKPYKHUBIIUX IOPTY, ¥ Ha 3aCTHIBIIYIO B BEYHOM CHE IIOBEPXHOCTh MOPSI.
Pa3BequuK CKJIOHUJ T'OJIOBY, IPUCIYIINBASICh. [Ie-To maneKko-maneko 3apoauIcs 3BYK - ClabbIi, HO
OTYET/IUBO CIIHIIKUMEIN BOILIb, TTOHBEIN 0€3bICXOOHOM TOCKHM, TAKOM 3€MHOM U MyUYUTEIbHO 3HAKOMBIH.

Bagporays, PomaH pe3ko 3agepHyI I0JIOT.

[Tox yyXuMU 3Be3[IaMH, B UyKIOM MHUpeE, JIeTeJ, IMUPUIICS, 3BeHe B YIIaxX U OUICS O JedsHbIe TIBI0BI
TOPOCOB 3ayHBIBHBIM BOU T'OJIOOHOU BOJTYLEU CTaH.
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