[ITtab-kBapTHpa JlernoHa B HE3aBUCUMOM IIOA3EeMHOM IOpofe-rocyfapcTBe Painnuxe sBnsnach
MECTOM, B KOTOPOM Moppenus HuKorga He Ovuta. B riy6u mepBoro Ciiosi, Ha caMo¥ I'paHUIle MEXIY
C0sMH, OBITIO OYeHb OIIaCHOE MECTO, B KOTOPOE JIUIIb OYeHb MOTYYMe MOTJIM CTYIUThL B MajoM
kKonndecTBe. E€ coOCTBeHHAss KOMaHa HAEMHUKOB OIIpeNeIEHHO HUKOTa He CITycKasach Tak
[aJIeKo, IpefoYnTas OTTaYuBaTh CBOU HABEIKU B TEX IPOCTPAHCTBAX, KOTOPHIX MOTJIa AOCTHYS. [Io
CpaBHEHUIO C €€ COOCTBEHHOM MaJIeHbKOM KOMaHION U WX OTYasHHBIMU YCUJIUSIMU OXOTHI ¥ CITyCKa B
[Tog3emenbe U30 BCEX CBOUX CHUJI, 9KCTPaBaraHTHOCTH CUJIH ¥ 60raTCTBa, TPOOEMOHCTPUPOBAHHEIE B
Paiinnuxe, 3acTaBnsany e€ pa3apaxKEeHHO B3[pIXaTh. BCé BpeMs, 4TO OHa NpoBeJa BAalu, CpaXkasch
CaMOCTOSATENILHO, CTapasich OUTHCS, HU Ha KOTO He IoJlarasich, JIeTHOH UMes 30eCh MOJIHOCTHIO
GYHKIIMOHUPYIOIIYI0 KPENoCTh, YTOOH cCOOMPAaTh U OTIPaBIATh moxonsl. OHa Oblyia coequHEHaA C
dbyaruroHupyoommuMy Bpatamu! M gaxe 3T0 ObLIO I MaJoX YacThio O0IBIIOTO U SPKOTO Iropofia,
IIPOCTUPAIOILIET0Cs 0N Hel.

OHa cmpaiuBana ce0s, a He IOTPaTHUIIa IM OHa BCE 3TO BpeMs BIYCTYi0. Y6exkaTh oT JlernoHa mocie
cMepTH eé 6paTa, ObIIO JTM 3TO MpaBUJIbHEIM BeIOOpoM? OHa GbIJIa TaK pacTepsHa, IOTJolIeHa ropeM
1 HecrocoOHa IIOBEPUTH, YTO eé OpaT, BCeraa TaKoW CIIOCOOHBIM M CUIbHBIN, TAKON
IIPeCTaBUTEJILHEIN U OCTOPOXKHBIN, IPeTepIeN Heyaauy u ymep. JIuIo e€ oTia, Korga oH el 00 9ToM
pacckasait, OblTI0 GJIeMHEIM, a ero TOJI0C CIeTKa APoXKaj. ITO ObII0 eIUHCTBEHHKIM IIPOSBIIEHHEM
crmabocTH, KOTOPOe OHa Korfa-nu0o BUAesa OT Hero. Bo3aMoxkHO, eé 00JIbIlle BCET0 0CTaIbHOTO
TIOTPSICIIO UMEHHO 9T0. OHa He 6osIack yMepeTh, cpaxkasich B [Tog3emernbe. OHa PUCKOBaja
CTOJIKHYTBCSI CO CMEPTHIO KaXK[IbIi pa3, KakK CTyIaja Ioj 3eMJII0, OMHAKO OBIJI0 COKPYIIUTEIHHO
BUIETh U YYBCTBOBATh, UTO 3TA CMEPTH OyIEeT 3HAUUTH [JII TeX, KTO OCTAJICS MMO3a[IH.

"OH mopa3uTesneH, He Tak u?"

Moppenust B3APOrHYyIa OT HEOXKUIAHHOTO ronoca. KakuM-to o6pa3om TUTYC CMOT ITOAKPACTHCS K
Hel, MoKa oHa Oblla B pa3myMbsix. OHa pyrHynach cebe mom Hoc. Kak HaCTOIBKO OOIBIION MYyKYHHA
nBurancs Tak 6e33ByuHo! [la Kakoro poma HaBeiku oH TpeHupoBasn? OHa o0epHYIach, IoKa
3HaKoMas (GUTrypa KOMaHOWUpa IIPOIIlIa PSAOM C Hel U 06JI0KOTUIaCh Ha KaMeHHBIN Ball,
OYepYMBAIOIINY BHEIIHIOI CTEHY KPEMOCTH, OTJISHYBIIKNCH Ha TOPO].

"Korga st mpuINEn Ciofa B IEePBLIH pa3, s He MOT IIOBEPUTh, YTO HEUTO IOA0OHOE BO3MOXKHO. Tak
MHOT'0 Pa3HHIX JTI0AeH coOpasoch BMECTe, YTOOBI U3 BCEX BO3MOXKHEBIX MECT C(OPMHUPOBATH TOPO]I
nMeHHO B [Tom3emernbe." TUTYyC MOKa4yas rosoBoM OT BocrioMuHaHuH. "OH OBIJT TaKUM
IIPOLIBETAIONIUM, TAKUM 0€30IaCHEIM. f 9TOro He moHWMas. KOHeYHO Xe Mo3[Hee s y3Hal, YTO B
[TaHTepe CylIeCTBYeT MHOXKECTBO IOJOOHBIX MeCT. MHOTHEe U3 HUX Topa3mo 00Jbiie 1
BeJIM4YecTBeHHee, ueM Pannnex."

"Hackombko oHM riy6oko?" Crpocuiia Moppenusi, 3aCTaB CBOET0 OTIIa BPACILIOX.

"Topoma? Kaxpariii o cBoeMy. B O0NIBIIMHCTBE CcllydaeB IJIyOKWHA 3aBUCUT OT OCHOBBHIBAIOIINX UX
miopeli. HesaBucruMble ropofia Bpofe 9Toro 0O6bYHO B IEPBOM U BTOPOM CJI0SX. ECTh OOWH M3BECTHHIN
MHe B TpeTbeM cjioe. CaM 51 TaM He OBIJl, OQHAKO 3HAal0, YTO JIeTMOH MPUCYTCTBYET B TOM 00macTu."

"TIpaBna? B Tpethem?" Brina youBieHa Moppenus. TpeTuid cyioi IpearoioKUTeIbHO OB
HEeTOCTEIIPUUMHEIM MeCTOM U3 OTHS U IIellia, efBa JIU ABJIASACh MECTOM, I'le MOXKHO 0XKUIATh, YTO
KTO-TO XKUBET. "[loromgu ceKyHTy," 3amyMaiach OHa Ha MTHOBeHHe. "O3HavyaeT U 3TO0, YTO eCTh
ropopa einé royoxe? HezaBucumee?"

Tutyc ynuibHymncsa cBoei noyepu. Jlurs o6cyxknas riyOuns [lon3emMenbsi, €€ ria3a 3aXkKIIuch OT
JKaXK[bl CPaXKeHUN U MPUKITIoUeHnid. OH He MOT He IPUIIOMHHUTH CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO MOJIOLOCTH, OH



OBbLIT TOYTH TAaKKUM Ke, XKaXOYIIUM MPOOUBATHCS [allbllle, IIyTEUIECTBOBATEL OOJIbIIE, TIONHUMATH
YPOBHU U NIPEOMO0JIEBATh TI00BIE UCTIBITAHUS. ITOT OTOHB BEN €ro Iy6Ke, Jasblie J1060T0 YeIoBekKa,
BMECTE C ero OpaThIMU U CEcTpaMu 10 Jlernony. EMy X0Teoch UCIIBITATh BCE 3TO CHOBA BMECTE C
000MMHU CBOMMH JE€THMHU, CMEPTH €TI0 CTAPIIEero ChiHA ObllIa CHUIBHEIM yIapoM, OMHAKO GBI IIAHC, YTO
Moppenus mMornia BepHyThCs. OH mepKalcs mepey UCKYIIeHreM IIOATaIKUBaTh €€ CHOBa
npucoeguHUTHCA. OH 3HAN €€ XapaKTep, CIUIIKOM CXOXKUH C eT0 COOCTBEHHBIM. CIIHUIITKOM CHIIBHOE
TIOATaJIKUBaHUE JIUIIb 3aCTaBUT e€ yOeraTh. OHa Oblla YIEPTOM, KaK KUPIIUY, BHIIIJIABJIEHHBIN U3
KaMH$1, KOTOPHIH OB COPMUPOBAH B LIEHTPE OPYTOro KUpnuya.

"V [lom3emenbsa MHOXKECTBO CEKPETOB, KOTOPHIE €II€ MPEICTOUT OTKPHITh. TaM eCTh OTPOMHEIE
ropofa B Y4eTBEPTOM U MISATOM CJIOSIX. ECTh Llentast UMIepus, CyLIeCTByIOIasa B IAToM cioe. Ha
JIETAIOIIUX OCTPOBax."

"Kak, uépt mobepu, 1mof 3eMJI€it MOTyT OBITh JIeTalolre ocTpoBa?!" Moppemnus Oblsla olllapalieHa.

"Xa!" M3gan 4ucThIM CMEIIOK KOMaHIup, Ipexkae YeM B3sTh ce0s B pyKu. OH OBICTPO OTJISTHYJICS
BIIOJIb BAJIOB BOKPYT, UTOOH YOEOUTHCS, UTO €T0 HUKTO He BHUAe/. DTO He MOUOET pelyTaluu Ha
I0JIb3Y, CJIU €T0 3aMeTsT cMelomuMcs. OH pa3BepHYJIcS 06paTHO K Moppenuy, IIoKa OHa
HEJJOBEPYHBO CMOTpeia Ha Hero. "HUKTO HUKOTa He BEPUT MHE HAaCUET OCTPOBOB," YCMEXHYJICS OH.

Y Moppenuu KpyXkujach ronosa. Mapopmanus o rinyounax [Tomsemenbs Oblla HACTOILKO pegKa B
JIupuu, nogo0OHbIe TEMBI IIONIPOCTY He o0cyXmanuck. JI1000ii, KTO Biages nofo6HoM nHbopMalre,
mepzkarn eé nmpu cebe ¥ UCIIOIL30BAJ BO 01aro cBoe# cOOCTBEHHOM opraHu3anuu. [laxe JIeTMoH He
IeTUIICS el0 C IPOCTHIMU HOBOOPaHIIaMu. BEIIO 3a rpaHbi0 CTPAHHOCTH, YTO THTYC CTal HaCTOIBKO
6onTnIuBEIM KacaTenbHO [Tog3emenbs. OH Momdan 00 3TOM C MOMEHTA, Kak OHa Obllla MaJIeHbKUM
pebGEHKOM, ¥ HEBaXKHO, KaK CUJIbHO OHa YMOJIsijia, OH He TOBOPHJI HU CJIoBa. E€ rima3a HeMHOTO
CY3UJIUCh.

"YT0 THI 3aMBININAENIb, CTAPUK?"

['ma3a TuTyca HEBUHHO PaCIIUPUIILCE.
"Kto? 4? Tel 00BHHSEINIL MEHS B YEM-TO?"
Moppenus B3goxHyIa.

"4 3Hal0, 4TO THI Jenaellb. Tl JeNCTBUTEIBHO TaK CUJIBHO XO0YeIllb MOETO HOBOT'O IIPUCOEIUHEHHUS K
Jlernony? B3riBaemts K Moel JTIOOBH K PUKITIOYEHUAM?"

I'maza KOMaHOHupPa 3abyecTeny.

"[la, X04y Tak CUJILHO," C TOTOBHOCTBIO IIPU3HAJI OH. Temneps, KOorga OH PacKphUICH, OH HE CHejaeT
mary Ha3af. "He Tonbko papu ce0si, HO TaKXke U pafu TBoel MaTepu. HaMm He Tak TO IPOCTO UMETH
OTAENbHYI0 OT HAIlUX JeTel XKKU3Hb. MBI XKejanu MOOeIuThCS €10 C BaMH, OIHAKO He XOTeJIXd Bac
3aCTaBJIATh. BMECTO 3TOr0 MBI OBUIM B BOCTOPTe, KOTHA U Thl, ¥ TBOM OpaT IPHITHYIIX C TOJIOBOM B
JlernoH. To, 4TO IPOU30IIIIO, 3TO Tparegus, HO YTO ellé XyxKe, TBOU YXOM 3aCTaBUJI YYBCTBOBATE,
OynTo BMecTo ofHOTr0 peGEHKa, 5 moTepsia oboux."

910 OBlNa omacHas TeMa, Ta, KOTOPYIO He 00CyKai0T, HUKOTIa. DMOIKMY HaXIBIHYIX Ha Moppenuio.
To, 4TO OHa romaMu MMOJABIsAIA, CIIEIIUIIO Ha TTOBEPXHOCTb.

"W Temephb TH MOXKEIIh MHE PAaCcCKa3aTh, YTO IPOU30III0? f 3HAI0, YTO TH OBUI TaM. f 3HAIO, YTO THI
3Haelb! 3Haellb JIU Thl, KaK TSXKeJ0 3TO, He ObITh YBePEeHHBIM, KakK yMepJya TBosg COOCTBeHHas



ceMpsa?!"

"OH ymep BO BpeM4d 1oxofa. ITo odullanbHas no3unus Jlernona. ¥ Te0s ecTs IpuyYrHa B HEU
ycoMHUTHCA?" Bo3pasun Tutyc.

Emy 651710 6071bHO. Tak 60/IbHO, YTO V¥ HETO OBIJIO YYBCTBO, OYATO eMy T'PYyAb pa3phBalOT, OMHAKO OH
HUKAaK He T03BOJISJI 3TOMY IIPOSBUTHCS Ha €T0 JIUILIE.

"KoHEYHO Xe s B 9TOM COMHeBaioch! ThI ITpaBaa AyMaells, YTO OH Ol IpeTepIeN Heyoayy B IEPBOM
cmoe?! OH Ovln yepecuyp cunéH. Y Tol Tam Obl1. Kak oH Mor ymepeTs!? Kak KT0-11u00 U3 HUX MOT
yMmepeTn?!"

9T0 OBlTa MPUYKMHA, 10 KOTOPOI Moppenus moKuHya JlernoH u 6exana oT cBoero oria. OHa
TIOITPOCTY He MOTJIa TOBEPUTH B TO, UTO € TOBOPHUIIM O CMepTH e€ Gparta. ITO IOMPOCTY He Ka3asioch
BO3MOKHBEIM. DTO [Jake He Ka3aa0Ch IPaBIOI0Og00HbIM.

Tutyc r1y60K0 B3OOXHY U BEITYCTUI BO3AYX U3 CBOUX JIETKUX. OH MOT BUETh 60Jb B TJla3aX CBOETO
pebEHKa ¥ 9TO MCIIHITHIBAJIO €I0 KaK HUKOT A mpexae. HeBakHO, HACKOIBKO OBIJIO TSKEJ0, OH
BCeTfla BCKU/IbIBAJI HA CBOU IIJIEUM T'Py3 U UCIIOJIHSJ CBOM onr. HeBaxkHO, KaKo# IeHOM Mg HETo, OH
TOBOOHUII [eJio o KoHia. OH MOT JIHIIL HaflesaThCs, YTO er0 Jo4b OblIa JOCTATOUYHO CHIbHA.

"Ecnm TBI XO4eIllb 3HaTh," MEAIEHHO 3aT0BOPUJI OH, 1 Moppenus xBaTala Kaxaoe ero Cioso, "To
NOJIZKHA CHOBA IIPUCOENUHUTHCA K Jlernony."

OHa ycTaBUJIach Ha HETO C XOJIOMHOM MIPHUCTAIbHOCTHIO, OT KOTOPOM OYATO Tpelias BO3AyX. ITO ObII
IepBhIH pa3, Koraa TUTYC OTKIOHUIICS OT OpULIMaIbHOTO 3agBIEHUS. ITO ObIJT €IUHCTBEHHBIH
TIOJTyYEHHEIHN €10 YCTYIIOK U MOATBEPKAEeHHE, YTO e He coobIay BClo mpaBay. BoT oHo Kak. OHa
IIOJIYYUT OTBETH], KOTOPHIE TaK [OIT0 MCKaJjla, eCJIM CHOBA 3aMUIlIeTCs B psiabl. OHa MOJTHOCTHIO
pas3BepHYyJach IUIIOM K CBOEMY OTITY ¥ UCIIONHUTIA JIeTHOHCKOe IPUBETCTBHE, TPUIIOKUB KyJlaK K
CBOEMY CEPALY.

"TIpubbiya Ha cTyxk0y, KOMaHaup."
TUTyC KUBHYJ ¥ OTBETUII Ha €€ 3asBJIEHNUeE.

"C BO3BpallleHUEeM, KagerT."
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