['paHuH B3OOXHYI U IT0Yecal KPenKuil TPaHuT, MOKPHIBAOIIKUM €ro HOTy. OH MOT OLIyTUTh
IIPUKOCHOBEHHE €T0 PYK K KaMHI0, KaK ecu Obl KaMeHb OBIJT YaCThI0 ero COOCTBEHHOTI'O Tela,
IIPOIYKTOM IIpOliecca CITUSIHUS, KOTOPHIM OH MCIBITA B IoHOCTH. OH HUKOT A He COoxKaJes 0 BEOope
CBOEM CKPOMHOM PY[bl, UTO TENeph IOKPLIBaia ero Tejo. ['paHuTa OBII0 KakK I'Psi3u, OH OB YCTONYUB
K TeMIlepaTypaM ¥ U3HOCY. Y rpaHuTa Onlja Ta xKe caMasi yIEPTOCTh, YTO U y ' paHKHA, U €My CTOJIb
JKe HpaBUJIOCh, KaK CHUJIbHO TPAHUT IOOXOOUII €My, CKOJIb HPaBUJIOCh BHIpaXKaeMoe UM COOOIIeHue.

CnuIKOM MHOTHeE IIEeTOsIM CBOUMU O0TaTCTBOM M CBS35SMHU, UCIIOJIb30BAJIU CBSIIEHHYIO TPATUIIUIO
o0beouHEeHNs C KaMHEM KaK CPefiCTBO Pa3NuyuTh cebs oT Apyrux ['onrapu. OH HaXOOUII 9TO
0e3BKYCHBIM. DTO OB eI1lé OJUH MPU3HAK Jerpajfalliy, JaXKe THUEHUS, YTO BeKaMU BIIMBAJIOCH B
Vimmeputo Kamus. Korga Obl OHM He BUIENH €T0, Korma Obl 9Ta 971MTa He Oblna BHIHYXKIeHa o6palaTh
CBOM B30p Ha ero KaMeHb, OH OuJI uX moméeéuynHamMu. OH MOT BUIETh OTBpAllleHue B UX TJla3aX, BUAETh
YCMEIIKH, YTO POXKIAIUCh B yronKax ux ry0. IIycTb OH 3TOT0 He IpU3HaBaJjl, TOUHO He B ero 00JIbIIOM
BO3pacTe, HO OH C OEeTCKOU PafoCThI0 yTUPAJl UM HOCHl CBOUM CYILIeCTBOBaHUEM. 3aCTaB/IsAsI UX
CMOTPETH, KaK KHUBYT OCTaIbHEIE.

Bot moyeMy mociie mpu3bIBa peacTaTh nepen BricimrM KrHKOM OH ollyIian 0co00e YO0BOJILCTBUE B
pacyechBaHUU CBOEH HOTH U OTCYTCTBUM YCUJIAU, UTOOBI CKPHITH CKYKY, KOTOPYIO OLIyIIas, Oyay4du
BLIHYKI€HHEIM CTOSITh U XKIaTh, II0Ka 'NTy4lnue' 3aMeTAT ero. [1o KpaliHel Mepe 3TO JaJjio eMy
HEMHOI'0 BpeMeHU M1 Pa3MEIIIEHUN.

OH momxeH OBbIJT IPU3HATH, YTO OB IIPaB, JOBEPUBIIKNCH CBOMM MHCTUHKTAM KacaTeJIbHO DHTOHH.
ITOT MaJbYUK ORI KpaiHe MHOT000EIIaIoIIyM IS MOHCTPA ¥ IIPeodosien Bcé, uto Ilanrepa 6pocara
Ha Hero. YBUAeHHAs UM B 3TOM IIPOTHBOCTOSTHUY 4acTh KonoHuu 6eCKOHEYHO BIIeYaTiIsiiia ero. 3ech
OBbLT SIBHBIM BENTMKUY MTOTEHIIMal MOHCTPOB MypPaBbMHOTO THIIa, KOTOPhIE OCTaBaIMCh HEM3YYEHHBIMUI
BCE 9T0 BpeMsi. XoTs ['paHUH HEe MOT BUHHUTD UCCIIeIoBATe e, YTO ObIIM 0 Hero, OH ¥ caM gepKail
UX BHE TI0JISI 3PEHUsT HeCMOTPS Ha MOCBSINEHNe ero BpeMeH! UCCIeNOBaHUSIM OPYTUX CTOPOHHUX
BUMOB B KynbTe yepBs

Ecnu SHTOHM CyMeeT BLIXKHUTH ¥ 3BOIIOIMOHAPOBATE EIIE [IBa UK TPHU Pa3a, €r0 UCTUHHLIN
TOTeHIHas OyneT packphIT. C 9TOM MBIC/IBIO, aMOUIIMY, KOTOPHIE, KaK AyMas ['paHuH, ObITH
norpe6GeHEl C eT0 MOJIOIOCThIO, CHOBA Pa3rOpeIuch BHYTPHU. MeuTa KaXk/oro 4jeHa KyibTa
3aKJI04asach B CO3[[aHuM UM HaCTaBJIEHUM TIOCJIeIHETr0 IPEBHET0, ¥ 3aBepllleHuH Kpyra. ITo ObII0
UX MUCCHEN C MOMEHTa, KaK OHa Obl/la repefaHa UM caMuM Benukum YepBéM. Kak u Bce HOBEIE
YJIeHHl KyJNibTa, | paHMH KaXKAall 9TOM ClIaBbl U MOCBSIIAI MHOTO YaCOB U3y4YEeHHUIO KHUT U
onyxnaHuio 1mo ITog3eMesnbio B IOMCKAX YIIYIIeHHBIX, MaJOM3yYeHHbIX I HEBUOAHHBIX 00pa31oB. U
IIOKa OH fieJla/l XOPOIINY BKJIaf BHIIIE CPEOHETO YPOBHS [AJd YjieHa KyJIbTa U MCIIBITAl MHOXKECTBO
OTPOMHEIX YCIIEX0B, Me€UTa B HEM CO BpeMeHeM yMepIia.

TonbpKo 4TOOB CTPAHHBEIA MypaBel Iomacs eMy Ha IIYTH U OTKPHUI ero rja3a [Jisg HOBBIX
BO3MOXKHOCTeH U OymyInero, KOTOpoe OH 0TKa3aJiCs YBUMETh B CBOEH XKU3HU. BpeMeHaMu OH
COXKaJieJl, YTO He OTIPABUIICS CO CBOMMH 00jiee MOJIOILIMY 4JieHaM¥ TPOHIILI, KOTHa DHTOHU cOexall.
B TO BpeMsi OH PeIIuI, YTO MPEaIoYTET OCTAThCS PSIAOM CO CBOMM HAPOMOM MJIS MPEACTOSIINX
UCIIBITAaHUM, OMHAKO KaXKIbIHM IeHb eT0 Hapoj HaXOOu HOBHIM CITOCO0 [aTh eMy 3HATh, YTO €ro 37eCh
BHUJIETH HE XOTST.

Ha paccTosiHuM HEeCKOJIbKMX METPOB KacTa BOMHOB YTO-TO GopMoTasa Mexay cob6oit B CBOOOTHOM
Kpyry Bokpyr Bricmero Knuaka. X cnaBHBIM JIAAED CIIyIIAI UX BCEX C 3ayMYUBOU XMYPOCTHIO Ha
nuile, Kak 6yaTo OBl BCE CKa3aHHOE UMeeT KaKoe-Ti00 OTHOILIEeHUE K [ieNly. [ paHWH COMHEeBAJICs, YTO
y HUX OBIJIO, YTO CKa3aTh, ¥ YTO He OBIIO ITepekEBaHO yKe COTHIO pa3. HecMOTps Ha TpaTy KpOBU
Tonrapu, Kak BOABI, OHU He MPUONIUKAIKCH K JOCTUKEHUIO CBOMX IIefiel, 1 BpeMs MOJXOIUII0 K
KOHITy. BCE€ CBOAMIIOCH K TOPIOCTH KJIAHOB.



"®opmuposaTenb Jlasyc, Bricmnii KnuHOK &KeaeT roBOPUTH ¢ TOOOM."

HaxkoHel-TO OHU HaIJIX /IS HETO BpeMs. On no IIpeXKHeMy HE OBIIT yYBEDEH, ITI0YeMy OHHU TaK
HaCTaKMBaJIM Ha Pa3roBOope C HUM. Y Hux ecTth CBOU @OpMI/IpOBaTeHI/I KJIaHa, BEPHbBIE TOMY banbTa, Tak
3a4€M BBI3BIBATH KOI'O-TO BpOae Hero? O4eBHUOHO XKe, YTO M3-3a JHTOHH, OOHAKO OH HE OBLI YBEDEH,
4YTO TaK HUX 3aMHTEePeCOBalio B €I0 CBSA3HU C OHTOHHU.

"¢l 3mecs," 06bsIBUI caM ce0st ['paHuH, IOCTAPABIIKNCh OTKPHITO MMPOIEMOHCTPUPOBATEL CBOIO
TPaHUTHYIO KOXKY, [I0Ka OTAaBall 4ecThb. "KakoBa Ballla BOIg?"

Bricimmit KIMHOK MPUCTaIbHO CMOTPEST HAa HEro, OTBPallleHre U IIPe3peHne SICHO BhIPazKaauch BCeM
Ha o6o3peHue. ' paHKH YyTh HE PACXOXOTAJICS, OMHAKO CyMeJI IIOJaBUTh CMeX B rpynu. Eciu Obl OH
TOJIbKO 3HaJI, 4To ['paHUH YyBCTBOBAJ TO K€ caMoe K HeMy, Kak Obl OH oTpearrupoBain? Eciu 4ecTHO,
BEPOSITHO OTPYOUI 661 POPMUPOBATENTIO T'OJIOBY.

"TIpuSTHO BUIIETH, YTO THI IEPEKUIT HEB3TOABI 9TOM dKCcHemunny," nmpousnec Koopanon banbTa B
u3nuiiHe GopMaabHOM MaHepe apiCTOKPaToB. "Thl moKa3al, YTO HOCTOMH, YTOOL OBITh BHIKHBIINM."

"®opMUpOBaTEIIN YUYaTCAa afalTUPOBAThCSA U BLIXKUBATH B CUTyaLUAX, YTO HEIIOABJIACTHEL HaM.
[Tom3eMernbe He IOAYMHSETCS Hallled BOJIE C POXKAEHUS, I03TOMY MBI YYUMCS UM yIIPaBIATh,"
0TBeTHUJI ['paHuH.

BopMmoTaHus ¥ prIYaHue pa3fgajuch OT BOMHOB BOKPYT HETO M3-3a CKPHITOTO OCKOPOIEHUS UX KACTHL.
Kaxnreiii rpaxkganuH MMnepun MoACcKaKuBasl, KOTOa BOMHbI TOBOPUIIH MIPHITaTh. VX IeHCTBUTEIHHO
OasoBaIM CO OHS MX PoxkaeHus. M XoTs 00bIYHO ['paHUH MPUKIIAAbIBaT HEKOTOPEIE YCUITHS, YTOORI
CKPBITh CBOM TOA3YKUBAHUS, XKUTh MY [OIKHO ObITh HACKy4uJio 60Jbille, YeM OH JyMall.
Ockop06JyieHre BOMHOB B JIUIIO SIBMISITIOCH OLICTPHIM CIIOCOOOM YTOOUTE B AY3/Ib YeCTU. AGCOIIIOTHO
CIIpaBe[INBYI0 OUTBY ONMH Ha ONWH, Ilie OBIJI0 HETTO3BOJIUTEILHO UCIIOIb30BAHNE MAruHy. ..

Briciinii KnuHOK Ha ynuBIeHMe MOTHSI PYKY M 3aCTaBUJI BCeX MTHOBEHHO 3aMOJT4aTh.
"ThsI cMeJIbIN," BBICKA3aJICS OH, "BO3MOXKHO faXKe [0 IJIyIIOT0 CMeJIbli."

"Co BceM yBaxeHHUeM," KUBHYJ ['paHuH, "Aymaro g n1pocTo ctaper. C BO3paCTOM HEKOTOpHIE TEPSIOT
OBLIYIO XBATKY."

"¢l 0OHApPYKUIT TO Ke caMoe. 3HAaYUT BO3MOXKHO 5T CMOT'Y T'OBOPUTH C TOOOM HampsaMyo."

OH MaxHyJ PYKOH, ¥ agblOTaHT B CIEILIKe IOTHEC KPECyo, pa3MeCTUB ero 03aAyl apuCToOKpaTa u
IIPEeAJI0KUB eMy IIPUCECTD C TUXUM "mporry Bac". C ocTawimuMcs Ha ['panuHe B3raggoM, Koopanon
CeJl, pa3MeCTUB CBOM KIIMHOK B HOXKHAaX BHOJIb €0 KoyeHel. DopMupoBaTeb C yCMEIIKON ITOIMETHII,
YTO eMy MecTa He ObLIO IpeoKeHo. TUINYHbIE TPOKIIATHE aPUCTOKPATH.

"V Tebst *MEIOTCSI OTHOILIEHUS C IIEPEPOKIEHHBIM CYIIeCTBOM, pa3Be He TaK? OH OBLI OJ TBOEH
OTIEKO¥ BO BpeMs ero npeOriBaHus y dopmupoBaTenei."

"Bout. 4 OBl He CKa3all, YTO ¥ Hac MMeJIMCh OTHOILEHUS, OMHAKO MbI 00IIannch MHOXKECTBO pas."
I'ma3a apucTtokparta 3abiecTeu.

"9T10 x0po1o," cka3an oH. "Ha nmomobHoe 51 1 Hagesancs. Thl BO3MOKHO XOPOIIO IOCTYXKUIIb IS
WCIIOJIHEHUS TOU 3alyMKH, YTO y MeHd Ha yme."



Y I'paruHa OBIIO IIJI0X0€ YYBCTBO KacaTeNIbHO BCETO 3TOTO.
"Mory s 3HaTh, KaKoBa OyfeT mpupona Moero ciyxeHus?" CIIpocus oH, He 0XKuAas OTBETA.
K ero ynusnenuto Bricuinii KIMHOK yTOYHUIL.

"¢l He CKpHIBAIO O CBOEM IIOXKEJITAHUM CMEPTHU CYIIEeCTBa OT MOel PYKH. ITO 0053aTENIbHO HYXKHO
cmenaTh, 4TOOB ©30aBUTHCS OT II030pa, KOTOPHIM 9Ta I'PSI3b BO3JI0XKUIIA Ha MOU 1oM. K coxaneHu:o
IIPOPHIB B 3TO THE3[0 U YOUIMCTBO BCEX BHYTPHU OKa3asloch 00Jiee CII0KHOM 3afadeli, 4eM 0KHUIaioCh,
1, KaK Obl CTPAQHHO 3TO He 3By4aJio, BEPOSATHOCTh, UTO BOJIHA BEIHYAUT HAC OTCTYNUTH J0 TOTO, Kak
paboTta OymeT 3aBepllieHa, CTAHOBUTCS BCE 00jiee peasibHOM."

OH CKJIIOHMIICS BIIEPEN, €T0 PYKU HEOCO3HAHHO IOTJIaXKMBAIM HOXKHEI KJIIMHKA, YTO OH HepxXKall.
"9T0 Hempuemnaemo."

HeoOy3maHHEbI THEB, TOPEBIINY B apUCTOKpaTe, ObIJI OTPOMHBIM, U CHJIa MyK4YMHBI Hadyasla BEIXOIUTh
HapyXy, OaBs Ha ['paHKWHa Ha MecTe, Te OH CTosJI. Kak Ol OH He CMOTpeJI Ha BOMHA CBEICOKA, €r0
YPOBEHb UMeJI 3HaUeHue.

"Tak 4TO 51 OBUT BRIHY2KIEH 00IyMaTh aJlbTePHATUBHYIO CTPATETHIO 10 YHUUYTOXKEHHUIO HACEKOMOro. 4
UCIIONB3YI0 Te0s, KaK MPUMaHKYy, U MOTpebyio, YTOOR 3BePh BCTPETHIICS CO MHOIO B 0010 BHE BpaT.
OTKaxXuCh OH, U 5 0TPYyOIII0 TEOE T0JI0BY Ha 0003pEeHUM BCET0 THe3[a, II0CJie Yero BO30OHOBUTCS
ocama."

['paHUH TOYEMY-TO COMHEBAJICS, UTO 3TO OBIJIO B TPAHUIAX TOTr0, YTO Bricimumit KnuHok 6e3 BCIKUX
COMHEeHUH moo0ellas ero CoI3HuKaM B Bue Jlernona, ogHako camoro Briciirero KnuHka 310 Majo
BOJIHOBaso. YecTh KjlaHa Oblyla eQUHCTBEHHOE YeCThI0, UTO MMeJla 3HaueHue [y KIMHKOB.

"Kak TUNUYHO," B3IOXHYJI OH.

Pe3kwuii ymap BeI3BaJl TPEIIMHY B KaMHe Ha ero 3aThljIKe, ¥ 00Jjiee OH HUYEro He 0CO3HaBall.
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