I'maBa 88 TBOsi KPOBb BeChbMa MUTATEJIbHA.

Pasym ®aneca mepectasn paboTaTh Ha TPU CEKYHMHI, IPeX/e YeM OH CHOBa CMOT HayaTh OyMarh.
«BuyTpu aToro rpoba... Muctuk? Brl cepb€3HO?!»

BcmomuHast 0 «4e0BedYecKuX apax» Bo3gymaoro Mucrtuka, ®ajnec mo-npexHeMy B3IParuBaj OT
cTpaxa.

- K cuacTsio, OH 3amevyaTaH B HEM... - B3[OXHYJI OH.

KaTtepuna KoprneoHe mocMoTpesna Ha ero peakiydio ¥ CUIbHO HaXMYypPUIack.

C ppyrot ctopoHbl CepeHa yaeI0HYIach, 00/1M3Hyna r'yOnl U ITOKadasia TOJI0BOM.
- Tel He TaK MeHS MTOHSI.

darec B 3aMelIaTeNbCTBE TIOTHSI [OIOBY.

- 9ToT MUCTHUK He «3allevaTaH», a 3aToueH. [IeyaTs BeuHa. YTo Ke KacaeTCs 3aTOUEHU. -
[TocmoTpeB Ha mobmenHeBIiero ®aneca, CepeHa ykasana pyKo# Ha rpo0 o[ HUM U MSTKO
XMBIKHY7a. - 9TOT MUCTUK MOXKET OBITH 0CBOOOKIEH B 11000 MOMEHT.

[Tocrne eé cnoB ®anec ¢ U3yMIeHUEM OIIYCTHUJII TOJIOBY ¥ ITIOCMOTPEJ Ha YEPHHBIN Ipob mox coboii. OH
YyBCTBOBAJI €T0 XOJIOLHYI0 TEMIIEPATYPY.

«OCBOOOXKIOEH?»

Ero nuiio HamoJHUIIOCh yKacoM. OH OBICTPO CIPHITHYJ € TPo0a, CJIOBHO TOT SIBIISITICS
KaTalyJIbTHPYIOLUUM Kpeciom!

Haxomwucsk 3mech [IXKUHC, ¥ OHa OB, BEPOSITHO, OCTaIaCh JOBOJIbHA, UTO €€ TPEHUPOBKHU, HAKOHEII,
OAJIH TIJIOOBI.

CroprirHyB ¢ 4€pHOTO Tpoba, ®anec yman Ha 3acHeXKEHHYI0 3eMJTi0. EMy X0Temoch yopaThCcs Kak
MO2KHO JaJIbIlle OT Hero!

- Tel comta ¢ yMa?! - 3aKkpuy4al OH Ha XuxuKaiomyio CepeHy. - Kak Thl Moria gepzkaTh Ipu cebe
IITYKY, 13 KOTOPOU B JTf060€ BpeMsi MOXKeT BHIOpaThCcsi MUCTHK... B TeUeHHUe 1IeJIoro Mecsia!

CepeHa paccMesiiach 6ECIeYHO.

- 9to nyctsaku. Cembs KopiieoHe oxpaHsiia 3TOT CeKpeT OosIbllie IeCTH COTeH eT. Kak myMaels, ¢
yero 6b1 KoponeBe Houu nuuHo mepecekaTh OKeaH ¥ IPUBOAUTH C coOoi CsmeHHyI0 KpoBaByio
Apmuio? JTo OBITI0 0OellaHKe MOel CeMbU U MOET0 OTlla uMnepaTpuiie Kposasomy llumy B TOT rog.
9TO0 KacaeTcs Kak ceMbd KopreoHe, Tak U XKuU3HU U cMepTu HouHoro KoponescTaa.

®darec oIIeIOMIEHHO CITyIIaN €€ PacCyKIeHus.
Ero pa3ym Hauan pabortath caM 1o cebe.

«borbliie MecTUCOT NeT... ITO momo3puTentHad 1udpa. Mmneparpuiia Kposashii I1lun? Takou
3HAKOMBIM TUTYI. ITO He NpaBUIbHO. Ha moyocTpoBax MpakKTU4YeCKH BO BCEX KOPOJIEBCTBAX



MMEIOTCS BIUATEIbHbIE TI0OY Pa3/IMYHbIX YPOBHEH, OT 3PITepIoroB A0 Koponei. OmHaKO JTI0aH,
M3BECTHHIE KaK UMIIePaTOPHl U MMIepaTpullbl, Kunu B [IpeBHeir UMnepuu u [locnepren UMmnepun.
OTKy[ma B 3TOM UCTOPUH MOSBUIACh uMIepaTpuia? OHa MOXKeT OBITh UMIIePATPUIIEN U3 TPEBHUX
BpeMEH? JTO BO3MOXKHO, YUUTHIBas IPOAOJIXKUTEIHHOCTE XKU3HHU 4sieHOB Kiana Kposu...
[Topoxpute». ®anec BHe3anHO 3agpoxkKai. OH He BIepPBHIE CNIBIIIA 3TOT TUTYIL.

B ero rosose BCIUIBIIO BOCTIOMUHaHKE U3 npouioro. OHO Kacajoch CaMOT0 ITyTalolllero Bpara, ¢
KOTOPHIM OH KOTfla-mub0 cTajJKuBascs - 6opMouyiiero Bo3aymnHoro MucTuka.

«Cy4alHOCTH, CIIy4alHOCTHU. Xa-Xa. fl HayuHalo IOHMMAaTh UCTOYHUK CUJIBI UMIIEPaTPULLl XeIJIeH».
Wmneparpunia Kposageii [lui.

Hmnepatpuiia XesieH.

Onu 00e uMenu TUTYJT UMIIePATPHUIEL.

TakxKe... XKU3Hb U CMepTh ceMbu Kopneoune?

®anec B rimy00KOM 3aAyMYUBOCTA HaXMypUJl OPOBHU.

B atot momeHT KaTepuHa nipepBaa ceCTpy X0JIOAHBIM I['0JI0COM:

- HocTaTO4YHO. ITO BeIUYAUIIE CEKPETHI CeMbH. X HENMB3S 3HATh IOCTOPOHHUM.

CuactnuBo paccmesBinuck, CepeHa Hafya I'yOsl ¥ TocMoTperna Ha ®areca.

- Bepro. Ho Teneps oH BCE 3HaeT. Kak MoCTymuM C HUM?

Qarnec IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Y HEIr0 BOJIOCEI BCTAIOT oeIboM, Korma KaTepHHa IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HeTO
CBOHMMH (1)I/IOJ'IeTOBI:IMI/I TJIa3aMu.

E€ rrasa OBITM YUCTHIMY, CUSIOIIMMHU, 3aBOPaKUBAIOIIMMY, a TaKXKe... IePeToTHEHHIMU
yOUNCTBEHHHIM HaMEPEHUEM.

- KaxeTcs, TH 3Haellb, KTO Takue MUCTHKH, - XOIOAHO TPOU3HeCIa Koposesa. - Kakas mocapa.
®darnec B3OPOTHYI.

- [Tomoxnu! - ®anec B 3amMelaTebCTBE TIOCMOTPEN Ha yibibatomryiocss CepeHy, Mocje Yero mepeBen
B3IJISI Ha MBUIAIOMIYIO XKaxkaou youiictBa KaTepuny.

«JTO IIJIOX0».
- CekpeT moimkeH OBITH 3allUINEH, - ME[JIEHHO ITpou3Hecsa KaTepuHa.

Pasym ®aneca Havyan paboTaTh C HEBEPOSITHOM CKOPOCTHIO, TPEBOCXOIAIIEH €T0 OOBIYHYI0 CKOPOCTh
paboTHI.

Koponea Houu BHUMATENbHO Ha HETO yCTaBUIachk. E€ mpaBast pyka Hadaia TPaHCGHOPMUPOBATHCS B
Oemble OCTPEIE KOT'TH.

- [Tomoxau MUHYTKY! - BCTpEBOKeHO npousduéec anec, 60psich C BEPEBKOM, CKOBHIBAIOIIEN €T0 PYKH.



B cnenyoiriee MrHoBeHue purypa KaTepuHsl ncuesa.

®dasec moYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK Hall €r0 TeJIOM HaBHCJIa TeHb CMepTH!

IIBa OTPOMHBIX YePHUIBHO-UEPHBEIX MOHCTPA C OOJIBIIMMU KPBIIbSIMU BPe3aluch ApPYyT B gpyra. OHu
HU Ha CEKYHOY He 3aMe[IJIUIIUCh.

*Bam!*
Ka3zanocs, OyATO OT UX CTOJIKHOBEHUS COOPOTHYJICS Oaxe BO3OyX!
MeHbIu# MOHCTP B3ApOorHyn. OH U3[as IPUTIYIIEHHBINA CTOH U OT/IETeNT Ha3af.

Bonpuuii MOHCTp 3aBafen npeumyinecTBoM. OH UCITOIb30Ba MOKPHITHIM IIUTIaMU KyJlaK, UMeIOIui
OCTpBIe KOTTU. BII0XKUB B yIap MHOTO CUJIBI, OH IIPUILIEJIUIICS B JIEBYIO CTOPOHY T'PYOU OMIIOHEHTa!

[To 3emie pa3iiniaChb KPOBb.

- THI XOUelIb COTEPHUYATh CO MHOH B CUJIE, KUTEJh MMIlepun? - CBUPEINo CIPOCUIT XecTasi CBOUM
TPaHC(HOPMUPOBABIIXMCS TOJIOCOM.

Kpuc cBupeno mpoperyas, CXBaTUBIINCH 3@ PaHy Ha JIEBOM cTopoHe rpyau. OH MaXajl CBOUMU
OONBIINME KPBITBSIMHU, ITOCIIEIIHO OT/IeTas Ha3am.

Opnako XecTtap He IIJIaHUPOBAJI €r0 OTIIYCKATk.

B uctunHOM dopMe XecTam uMell TEMHO-KOPUYHEBHIN I1BeT OpoHU. OH ObLI OOJIbIIIE CBOETO
OTIIIOHEHTA, eT0 IIUIE ¥ KOT'TH OBUIH OCTpee, a eTo OPOHS COCTOsIa U3 KPEIIKOT0 BEYHOT0 MaHIUPS.
HM3paneka OH BHITJISIAET BOMHOM B ITOJIHOM Ha0ope 4E€pHOM OPOHU.

Ero TONCTHIE U TSIXKEIBIE KPHBIJIbSA ITIOPOXKOAJIN CUJIBHBIE 3aBUXPEHUS BO3OyXd.

Haxopsmuiics B uCTHHHON ¢hopMe Kpuc CTUCHYT oCTphlie 3yOH U OTHSIT 00€ PYKH, UTOOH
3a0/I0KHPOBaTh aTaKy XecTaja.

*Pun!*

OcTphle KOTTH OCTABU/IM PBAHYIO PaHY Ha €ro MpaBoy pyke. M3 He€ Havasa MyIbCUPYOIMME
TOJTYKAMU BHITEKATh KPOBE.

- MEI 06a CITHIIKOM XOPOIII0 3HaeM APYT APyra, Kak ¥ 3HaeM TO, KaK 3aKOHYHUTCS 3Ta 6uTBal -
00HAXWB OCTPEIE KIIBIKH, IIPOPeBesT XecTasl. - M3 Kaxkoro Halllero CpaxKkeHus Iepef TPOHOM S
BRIXOOUJI moOenureneM!

Ero kortu mpon3unu npasoe mnedo Kpuca. Kpuc B3pesen ot spoctu u 6onu. Ero yépHast KpoBb
OMEIJIa PYKy XecTaza.

B3maxHyB KpbUibsMu, XecTap 3adukcupoBan Kpuca, KOTOpHI# GBI CIUIIKOM 00€CCHIeH, YTOOb
nBurathcsi. O6a BaMmupa C yKacaroluM UMITYIbCOM YCTPEMUIIUCE K 3eMJie!

[Tapmass, XecTan cxKaj IIpaBhlid KyJlakK 4, He COepXKUBasCh, HaHEC yaap!



*Bym!*
OH uCIonbp30Ba CBOI IIPEBOCXOMAMIYIO CUITy, YTOOH BIledyaTaTh Kpuca B 3emMitio!
B MecTe nageHus Tena Ha 3eMJie 00pa30BaluCh IITy0OKNe TPEIIUHEL.

Korpga mblnb U CHET YJIETJIMCh, CTaIM BUMHEI IBE XYTKUE GUTYPH BaMIIUPOB B UCTUHHOU (popMe.
Bonbuias ¢urypa npruxuMasna MeHbIIYIO QUTYPY K 3eMIIe.

Cunpubil XecTtan npuxan Kpuca K 3emie U X0JI0OHO IIPOHU3HEC:

- Bupuie, BCEé 3aKOHYMIIOCH TaK, KakK Bcerga. HUKTO He CMOXKeT 3a0I0KMPOBATh MO0 CHUITY, M HUKTO
He CMOXKeT IIPOOUTLCS Yepe3 Moo OPOHIO - 3TO UAea bHEIN OaaHC MEXIy aTakKoM U 3alluToi. Y
TeOs He OBIJIO HU ITaHca!

Co ctopoHH oBpexaeHus: Kprca BHTIAENN 04eHb CEPLE3HHIMU. ET0 Ipynb BOrHYJIACh 10T
IaBlIeHueM XecTaja.

OpHako, Ha yUBIIeHUE, eT0 YeJTIOCTU BCE €Ilé OBUTANIMCh. YMHUPAIOUINY BaMIUD YIILIOHYIICS.

- Ia, s1 mOMHI0, 4TO KOpoJib HouHoe Kpriyio xBaaum TBOU CrocoOHOCTH. «CHila, CKOPOCTh, CTOMKOCTb.
Yewm mpoirie CriocOOHOCTH, TEM OHM CMEPTOHOCHEe». ITO OBbIJIA eTo CJIoBa. - Kpuc 3aKamuisics,
BBITIJIIOHYJT U30 PTa KPOBH U C YAEIOKOM npomoxkuii. - Xectan Kopneone, BoeBoe Kpsino, u CaiiMoH
Kopneosne, BricTpoe Kprinio, ynpasisaayd yOapHEIMA U pPa3BedblBaTeIbHEIMU OTpsigaMy CBAIIeHHOU
KpoBaBoi#t Apmun. BmecTe oHM OBIIH IPaKTHYECKH HEImoOeIrMEl BO BpeMsi BOMHEI Ha ITOIYOCTPOBE... -
Crapeli [BOPEKMM 3aKPhUI I'7la3a U J1eTKO (QBIPKHYII.

JIuo XecTama MeJIeHHO U3MEHUJIOCE.

- Ho 181 686111 Kpricom Koprieorne, TEMHBIM KpBIZIOM, CaMBIM HaIEKHEIM BOEHHBIM COBETHUKOM U
noMmoIimHuKoM Ero BenmuuecTtBa. Thl moMHMIIL 06 3TOM? - XeCTajl C XOJIOMHLIM BEIPaKeHUEM JIHIla
o0opBas CTaporo ABOPELKOTro. - BMecTe ¢ pyKoBoguTeieM oTfela noructuku, Jlu Kopneone,
Kpacubim KpritoM, Mel Ob11u YeTeipeMst I'po3asiMu Kpeimbsamu Kopons Houn. Hamu umeHa
IIPUBOUIIY B yXKac Kaxk[oe KopoJjieBCTBO Ha BocTounom [lonmyocTpose!

XecTap cxka 3y0hl U ¢ IpoxKbIo TocMoTpent Ha Kpuca. Ero riasa Obliv HalloJIHEHEl HEHABUCTHIO.

- TpucTa et Ha3am MBI OBUIH CUJIBHEHITHMY KPBIIbIMU Ero BenuyecTBa. MBI TOCIE€IOBaIM 3a HUM
yepe3 OkeaH VCKOpeHEHUs, OTIIPaBUBILKCH B 3KCIIEAUIMIO B IPYTYIO YacTh Mupa! B To BpeMs Mbl
BJIafieIu BOCTOYHKIM Oeperom OkeaHa MicKopeHeHUsI, OBafllaThIO IPOILIeHTaMu OT HoOsuu Maca
BeuHoCTH, a TaKXKe MSITHAAIATHIO ITpoeHTaMu oT JoOsryu Pynel KpucTtanbaeix Kamens Ha
Boctounowm IlonyocTtpose!

ExxemecssyHO IISATh KaHOB ¢ Benukoro bankeTHOTro X0IMa IIPUCHIIANM IKUChMa, B HafleXKae
COXPaHUTh CBOM CTATyC U MPUCOENUHUTLCA K 0TpsimaM Koponsi Hounoro Kpsina! [Taxxe CepeGpsiHbie
Bonku ¢ Jukux O6mmpHEX ['op, Kpacubie Bonku u3 npepuit Cene, IlycTeiHs, JIeQHUKY, a TaKXKe
nneMst Tpéx Benukux OpkoB ¢ YEpHEIX ['0p OTIIPABISAINA CBOKX ITOCTIOB, YTOOH BEHIPA3UTh YBaXKEHUE
Ero Benuyectsy!

Kpuc B3goxHy I0CJie 3TUX CJIOB, @ XecTaj CTUCHYN 3y0rl. Ero yxkacaroiiee Iuiio ObII0 HalloJTHEHO
KYTKAM XOJIOIOM.

- Bo Bpems Bouiubl Ha IlonmyocTpoBe gaxe fgBe KpaHocTu BocTounoro [TonyoctpoBa, [JuHacTus



Mane u Hokc u Xau6on He ocMenuBanuch npeHedperats HounbiM KoponescTBoM u cumoit Ero
BenuuectBa. OHU CMOTpEJIM Ha HETO KakK Ha BEPXOBHOI'O JIaBHOKOMAHLYIOIIEr0 COI03HOU apMUH, B
CTpaxe MBITasACh 3aCIyKUTh €0 MUJIOCTB!

OpHaxmasl MEI paboTayu BMeCTe, COKPYIIUB OCHOBHBIE CUJIBI DKCTETAa BMECTe C UX TOPHAOCThIO B
3aMke Apynpe! Ero BenuuectBo nuuHo 3abpai ronoBy Kopons I'HeBa!l

B mporioM MbI pa3peiBanyd OPOHIO THOMOB U ITPeBPAIIaIy UX OPYyKKe B METaIONoM. MBI TaKXke
3amnepny apMu 31bG0B KoponeBcTBa CasieHHOro [IpeBa B ropoge 'opsmero Masika!

B 3amke ApyHae MBI yOunu Bce nopkpemnsenus u3 Co3se3nus u Kamio!

Kpuc, uybs rpyas Obiyia cMsiTa yaapoM XecTafa, MI0THO 3aKPhIJI I'la3a, C TPYIOM BIIYCKas B JIETKHUE
BO3MYX.

- Ha IMpectuxHoit 3acHexkeHHOM 3emiie Opxupmen Mbl Bce coOpanuch mop ¢hnarom Ero BenuuecTsa
BMecTe ¢ Yapoi1, KannaHoM u Mupre, TpeMsi CaMbIMU BHIAQOLMIUMUCS TE€POSIMU 3allafHOI 0
[TormyocTpoBa UK Haxke BCel 4eI0BeYeCKOM UCTOPUU. MBI 3allyCTUIM CaMyI0 BEJTUKOJIETIHYIO OUTRBY,
Ounanpayo butBy Ucropuyeckou ITos3um nocne butsel ckopeHeHus!

Ot Hauyana butebl McKopeHeHUs, 9TOM afiCKOX BOWHEI, 0O KaHyHa YeTBEPHOU BOMHE Ha
[TomyocTpose... MBI BCerfia cpaxauch BMecTe ¢ Ero BenuuecTBoM... Ha IPOTSAXKEHUU BCEX
YEeTHIPEXCOT NIeT!

Kpuc onmyctun ronoBy 4 B3LOXHYI.
KpacHrle rima3a Xecrajga MbITan SPOCThI0O U HEHABUCTHIO.

- Ho Te1, uépToB xutens Mmnepuu, Th npegan ceMmbio Kopneone nocne cmeptu Ero Benuyectsa! Kak
thI mocMmen! Kpuc Kopneorne! Eciu 661 Ero BenuuecTBo He mapoBai Te0e mepepoxaenue, GaMuIno u
cumy... Trl OB TaK ¥ OCTaJICSI MaJleHbKHM TeHepars-eiiTeHanToM B [locnmenuest Mmnepuu. Tol OBl
IIPUHSJ CBOI0 CMePTh Ha Kyde MepTBhIX Tesl! Kpuc Tammyn Jluaka! be3 Ero BenudecTBa THl HUKTO!
Kak Tvl ocMenucs nmpefaTh ero u caaThes ero youiine? Kak Th mocmen!

IIBa Ts2KeJI0 OBIIIAIIMX BAMIIMPA B UCTUHHON (HOpPMe [OJIr0 MOTYaJIH.

B 9TOT MOMEHT JIeKaBIIHM Ha 3eMJIe KpI/IC BHE3aAIIHO 3aKallJIAJICs, BBIIIIIIOHYII TIOJTHBIN POT KPOBH U
pacCcMedcs.

- Tak KaK ThI YIIOMSIHYJI 9TOTO TUPaHA, €CTh OJHA BEIllb, KOTOPYIO THI IO CUX IIOP HE 3Haelrs. - Kpuc
CITU3HYJI KPOBb C YTOJIKa I'y0 ¥ MOTHSII YePHUIbHO-YEPHYIO TOIOBY. Ero muilo 661710 HAaCMEeIITUBEIM. —
ThI 3Haems, moueMy Kopoiab HouHoe Kphisio Bcerga Kpudas «CTOI», KOTHa B HAIIUX CPAXKEeHHUSIX ThI
3aBJlafieBasl IPEeUuMyIIeCTBOM?

XecTap IOOTSHYJ CBOETO ONIOHEHTa K CBOEMY 3JI0BEILIEMY JIUIY U PACCMESITICS.
- Ero BenuuecTBo 00s71Cs, YTO MPOUTPABIIHE OyIeT COKPYIIIEH MOUM KYJIaKOM?

- Her, - mocepré€anen Kpuc. - OH 6057ICsI, YTO €CJIM MBI ITPOJOIKUM CPaXKaThCs, Thl OyIelb... yOUT
MHOM.

Xecrap 6b11 omiesioMéH. CIyCcTss MTHOBEHHE OH OTKPHUT OKPOBABIEHHBIA POT U TPOMKO
pacxoxoTascs.



- Yoremn mens? Kak? CBoelt 0co00# pa3befarolles Cumomn?
OH mopHSAN PyKy, OKPHITYI0 KPoBhIO Kpuca.

- TBOs1 simoBUTas KPOBb... 04eHb 3ppekTHBHA NMpoTUB Opyrux. Ho, K coxkanenuto ans tebs, oHa
HUKOTI'TIAa He CMOXKET Pa3becTh MO0 OPOHIO B UCTUHHOM opMe. ITO abCOIOTHO HEITPOHHUIIaeMast
3amurTal

Kpuc Hu4uero He OTBETHII, JIAIb 3aCMESIICS.

B sToT MOMeHT XecTap OILIyTHJI, KaK II0 ero T03BOHOYHHUKY MpobexKany MypalIku.

«YTo poucxonut? Kakue KapTH OH IIPAYET B PyKaBe?»

HecMmoTps Ha ogoneBaBie ero COMHEHUS, XeCTaf cxkKaJl KyJlakK U MPULENNIICS B TojioBy Kpuca.

HeCKOIbKO COT JIeT XKU3HU B apMUU IPUYYUIN €T0 He KonebaThCs, faXKe ecliu Jejlo Kacasioch
IPUBSI3aHHOCTH K TOBapuinaM. OH IPUTOTOBUICSA 3a0paTh KU3Hb Kpuca.

Kak monro gnmutcsa gecsaTtas OO CEKYHIBI?

damec Mor ObI BaM CKa3aThb, YTO 3TOI'0 BPEMEHU XBATUT, YTOOB! 3aKPHITh I'Jla3a U MPOPEBETH
eINHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO!

Korpga KaTepI/IHa, HCTOYaloIlad yﬁI/IfICTBeHHOG HaMepeHune, UCIlapuiiacCsh, IIOoIIagaHel] 3aKPHIJ I'JIa3d U
3aKpHu4all:

- KoBenpne!

MumMmo ero nuiia IpoJieTes BETeP.

3akpriBIIKi T11a3a Oanec Havas XBaTaTb PTOM BO3AYX.

- Xa... Xa...

OH cnerka IpUOTKPHIT I'J1a3a.

B mroiiMe 0T ero nuiia HaXOOWIUCH Iyralue KOITU KaTepuHsl.

- Yro THI CKa3an? - Cy3WB 3aBOpaKUBAIOIINe KpaCUBhIe IJ1a3a, Me[JIEHHO IPOM3Heca OHa.
«fl... s cMor u3bexkaTh KaTaCTPODHI».

3apgbixatomuiica ®anec Cipocun HEPBHO:

- 3to 661 KoBermpe?! 310 3aien KoBenmre cooburun Tebe, uTo CepeHa HaXOOUTCS B HAllleM
KapaBaHe?

- TsI JOBONIBHO MHOTI'0O 3Haelllb, - KaTeprHa nerko ¢eIpkHyna u npubnusuna K nuny daneca BTOpyo
PYKY. - 9TO elllé ONUH 0BOA yOUTH TEO.

danec yBupen, Kak 1epep ero ria3aMy IPOHOCUTCS BCS ero xku3Hb. OH He cTajl mof0upaTh
WHTOHAIINIO, HAYaB IOCIENTHO BEIKIAAbIBAaTh 00IyMaHHYI0 UM HHGopManuio. OH cHenan 3To Ha



OIHOM JbIXaHWU 0€3 ManeIux naya.

- KoHeuHO OH He cKa3as Tebe 4To 3TOT KapaBaH SIBJISeTCS BaXXHOU AUMIOMAaTUYECKON IPYIIION U3
Co3Be3nus KOTopast HapaBiIseTcs B IKCTEAT ¥ YTO BHYTPYU 3TOM IPYIIIE HAXOOUTCS €IUHCTBEHHEIN
HacymegHUK CO3Be3[Us II03TOMY ECJIU THl MEHS YObEIIb TO Y Te0s MosABSATCS G0JbIe TPo6IeMbl s
mpas?!

[Tocrne 9TOM ATMHHOU pedn danec IIPOOOJIZKHUII 3adbIXaThCs. Co Bcero ero Tesa cTtekan noT. He
YOEePpXKaBIINCh Ha HOT'aX, OH CeJI Ha 3eMIII0.

Y KaTepuHE pacUIMPHUIIUCE IJ1a3a, YTO IBHO TOBOPHUJIO O TOM, UTO OHA OLIeJIOMIeHa!

- KOpOJ’IeBCKaﬂ ceMbd H}KeﬁHCTap... HaCJIEJHUK... IBEHAAlaTh JIET Ha3a[... - HpO60pMOTaHa oHa cebe
IIOJ HOC, HO B ITOCJIEJHUN MOMEHT OHA YTO-TO MOHSIIA.

Koponesa Ho4yu Me[ieHHO onyCcTUiIa KOI'TH.
*XJ101I, XJIOI, XJIOm!*
Hemopmanéky oT HUX pa3faiuch 3BYKH alIONUCMEHTOB.

- Kak u 0XXuganock OT MOEro CO3HMUKa. - Habmomaoias co CTOPOHH 3a Pa3BUTHEM COOBITHI
CepeHa ¢ 9HTy3ua3MOM 3axJiomnasna B nagouri. OHa pagoCTHO yinbibanack. - OnHako, mpuHL Parnec,
II0YEeMY THI IyMaelllb, YTO OHA MPUIIJIa CIoga He O TOTO YTOOH Tebst yOUTh?

Barnsg Katepunbt mposicuuics. OHa IOBEPHYIAch K CBOEH MOJIONO BHITTISIASAIIENR CECTPE.

- Yro6rl cebst 06e30macuTh, Ha BTOPOi [eHb Iy TELIeCTBUS 51 TIepecTal HOCUTh OPOIIh ¢ aMOIeMoi
NeBITUKOHEYHOU 3Be30bl. KCTaTH, TH MOXKeIlb HAaWTH €€ B KapMaHe Moel pyOallKu, - B3MOXHYT
darec.

KaTtepuHa BrITamma OpoIb U3 ero KapMaHa 1 HaxMypuia 6poBu.

- YTo Ke KacaeTcsl 9TOM... KOPOJIEBH, OHa HUKOITla He JeMOHCTPHpOBajla HaMepeHus KOro-T0 yOuTs.
Haugarno 6uTBb OBIJIO CIIPOBOIIPOBaHO TOOOM, CepeHa. - Panec ropbKo yIRIOHYIICS. - 4 TOIBKO YTO
3TO MOHS... [IBaAIaTh 3JTUTHHIX OOMIIOB C YYBCTBUTEIBHEIMU JIMYHOCTSIMH ITE€PECEKIIH OKeaH, YTOOH
noOpaThCs ciofa. be3 MecTHOM MoAepKKHM KakK Obl BBl CMOTJIM TaK IIPOCTO Iepecedb T'PaHuUIly?
EnwHcTBeHHBIN 0BOPSTHUH CO3Be3us, MOAIePKUBAIOIINM CBI3b C CeMbEeH KopneoHe U CIIOCOOHBIN
IIPeIoCTaBUTh BaM KOpabilb CBOE CEMbHU... MOXKET OBITh TOJBKO KoBeHbe.

BricnyiaB ero cioBa, KarepuHa MenyieHHO BhIOXHYMa. OHa IeOsTHBIM B3TJISI0OM IIOCMOTpENa Ha
Opollb C OeBITUKOHEYHOM 3BE3[I0M B CBOEH pPYKe.

- Byns THI TpoknAT, KoBenpbe. pyxba mexny ceMbsiMu Koprneorne u Kosengse, KpoBaBbiMu
KnbikaMy ¥ TPEXIIBETHEIM UPHCOM 3aKaHUYMBAETCS 3[ECh, - ME[IJIEHHO ITPOU3HEeCsIa OHa.

danec HaKOHEI-TO B3TOXHYJI C 007IerYeHUEM.
KaxeTcs, 1I0Ka 4TO OH COXpaHUJI CBOIO KU3Hb IIepe]] 9TOU CUJIbHOU U MOTYILIECTBEHHOU KOPOJIEBOU.
Kpenko cxaB 6poib, KaTepuna nmpousHecna:

- YenoBek u3 ceMbu KoBeH[be JUINb CKa3ajl HaM, YTO IIpefgaTenu ceMbr KopiieoHe HaxomsaTCs B
UyILIeM Ha ceBep KapaBaHe. HaMm cKa3asu, 4TO 9TO KapaBaH C IIOCTaBKaMHU, UAYIIUN Ha CeBEPHEIE



TEPPUTOPHUH. MEI He 3HaIHU, YTO 9TO OUIIJIOMaTH4ecKas TPYIIIIa BTOPOTO ITPUHIIA... KaXKeTCd, OHN
Cchoeliajin 3TO HaMEPEHO. [Tocne CIIyCKa C Kopa6n5{ MEI BCE BpeMsi OCTaBaJIMCh B UX JIarepe. MEHI maxe
H€ 3Hallk, 4TO Yy Co3Be3aus MOSIBUIICS HOBBIM HACIEOHUK.

JIutio ®aneca uckasunock. OH MPOU3HEC PA3THEBAHHO:

- 9TO TaKOM CYIIECTBEHHBIN BOIIPOC, UTO 0 HEM 3HaeT Bcé Co3Be3nue! [ToueMy BBl IUYHO BCE HE
npoBepunn?!

Opzako Katepuna emy He oTBeTuia. OHa IOBEpHYyJa TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTpEIa B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY.
«393?» ®anec O6bUT COUT C TONKY. «OHA BHIISTUT HEMHOTO... CMyIIEHHON ?»

- OHU He MOTJIH 3TO IPOBepUTH! - paccMesnack CepeHa. - CUNBI ¥ CTOPOHHUKY KaTepuHbl HaX0OaTCS
B CeamenHou KposaBou Apmuu. OHa Ha CTO IPOIEHTOB BOeHHas KopoyeBa! Kpuc orBedarn 3a
neperoBopsl ceMbu KopieoHe u KoBeHpibe, a TaKXKe 3a IINUOHOB Ha 3anagHoM [lonyocTpose u
KaHaJlbl CBSA3M C IIOJIyOCTPOBOM... Korfia OH BHE3aIIHO IIpefan e€ U epemesn Ha MO CTOPOHY...

[Tog MmpaunsiM B3rnsagoM Katepunbsl CepeHa pagoCTHO pa3Bejia PyKH B CTOPOHHL.

- KatepuHa cTana ciena ¥ riyXa II0 OTHOIIEHUIO K fieflaM, CBI3aHHBKIM ¢ CO3Be3queM.
darneca BHe3aMHO ITOCETUIIO O3apEHUE.

- Bor mouyemy THI pemmna cOexkaTh B Co3Be3gue.

[TomymaB Koe o uéM, @anec obepHyncs K Katepune.

- Koponesa KateprHa, - yBaXKUTEIbHO IIPOU3HEC OH. 3alieH... {1 uMelo B BUAy repuora KopeHpse...
Korpa oH packpein Bam HHGOPMAIIAIO 0 MECTOHaX0xKneHuru CepeHn?

KaTeprHa X0JIOMHO Ha Hero mocMoTpesna. CIycTs Kakoe-To BpeMsi OHA OTKpPEIIa POT U IIPOU3HEeCIa:

- MbI Hepemio Hasan gocTuriu 6epera 3amagHoro [TomyocTpoBa u 1MIeCTh JHEHM Ha3aj MpUOLITH B
ropon Beunoit 3Be3mel. YeThIpe qHS Halam, gHEM, KoBeHIbe COOOIIUI HaM, YTO HAIIEN CJIeIhI
npenartenei cembu Kopreone. - Ha nuiio KaTepuHbl HalllIM Ty4X, HO OHa BCE PaBHO BHITISAEIA
HEBEPOSITHOM KPaCOTKOM, CIIOCOOHOU CBeCTH J1000ro ¢ yMa. - Fx ycnoBue ObUIO TaKUM: YTOOH He
OOMYCTUTh YTEUKY MHGOPMAIUY U He 3alsaTHATh PEMyTalldi0 TPEXIIBETHOT'O UPHUCA... MBI IOJIKHEI
yOUTb BCEX, KTO IMyTelecTByeT BMecTe ¢ CepeHol. MBI DOIZKHBI ObUTH YOEIUTHCS, YTO HUKTO HE
OCTAHEeTCSI B KUBHIX... Oy[Ib 9TO NETU U CTAPUKHU.

Teno CepeHBl 3aIpOKao.

- Ecnu OBl 51 3Hama, 4TO THI Aajla 3TO obelllaHue, 51 ObI HE CTajla IIPOXOOUTH 4epe3 CTOJIBKO
prnHOCTefI... - B 9TOT MOMEHT €€ MOCEeTHUo 03apeHune. - OpmHako omsTh XKe, eciu Obl 3meck OblIa Ta
JKEHIIMHA BRICIIIETO KJIacCa, TO ThI ObI HE CMOTJIa ero y61/ITB.

®darnec omyCcTUII TONIOBY U B3NOXHYIL.
Korpma repuor Tpéx1BeTHOT'0 UPUCA PELIUII €T0 YOUTh?

Iaxe eciy OH CMOT TIPOBECTH SICHYIO TUHUIO C CeMbEN KopieoHe, OH BCE paBHO OCTABUT ITOCTIE Ce0st
KOe-KaKue cjefbl. B Oymyuiem 9To mpuBedeT K mpobaeMaM, He Tak JIu?



«3aiieH... T0YeMy OH MPUHSJI CTOJb IJIynoe peireHue? I[Tocie TOro Kak OH MOIBITAICS BRITALIUTE U3
MEHS OTBETHI IIPH TIOMOIIM HECKOJILKUX CJIOB TEM YTPOM, OH CTaJjl BeCTH ce0s 04eHb CTPAHHO -
Teleph, BCIIOMUHAs 00 3TOM, 5T TOHKMMal0, YTO OH IIBITAJICS Y3HATh O MECTOHAX0XKAeHUN CepeHsHl.
Takxke, OH B35JI C COO0H...»

I'maza ®aneca 3acusiu.

- 9TO TOT CTaphli CONMOAT, HE TaK JIu? - IOJHSB T'OJI0OBY, MEAJIEHHO CIIPOCHII OH. - BeposTHO, Ha HETO
6e3 ero BefoMa IPUIIEITAIIA KaK0e-TO Clefsiilee YCTPOMCTBO. BaM He HyKHO ObIJIO HAC BHICTIEXKUBATD,
IIOTOMY 4TO 3aiieH 3HaJsl, 4YTo ['eHapy chenaeT BCE, 4TOOHI II0C/IeoBaTh 3a MHOM. BaM ke HYKHO
OBLIIO BCETO JIMIIDb CJIeI0oBATh 3a CTAPHIM COJIAATOM. BBl HaXOAUIUCH alieKo OT Hac, T03TOMY Halllk
pa3BeIuMKM U YacOBLIe HE CMOTIIM 3aCeYb BAIler0 IPUCYTCTBUSA. BBl TOMOXKIaIH, KOTIa MBI
yIOanuMcs OT IeHTPaIbHOW TePPUTOPUU U KPEIIOCTeH CI03ePEHOB, BOMIEM B IYCTHIHHEINM O€PE30BHIH
nec, - ®anmec B3OOXHYI U 3aKOHYUJI, - U HallaJd Ha Hac.

I'maza KaTepuHbl 3aCULIH.

- [I71s1 CMEPTHOTO CO3[aHus Thl OUeHb YMEH. [[711 CMEPTHOTO CYIIeCTBA CBOETO BO3pACTa Thl MAEIllb
OBICTPHIE OTBETHI.

- To4HO, 5T TOKe 3TO MOAMETHIIA, - BMeIIlalach B UX Pa3roBop mpocusibiias CepeHa. OmHaKO
KaTteputa u ®anec omfHOBPEMEHHO OfJapUIIM €€ 3TTBIMU B3TJISITAMH.

CepeHa 6eCHOMOU.IHO IoKaJla IyieyaMu ¥ o0HaXusa KPOIIIEe4YHbI€ KJIBIKH.
- JJagHO, Tak Kak s He [IOCTUTJIa CBOEM Ie/IH, MHe I'IpI/II[éTCH JINYHO BCEM 3aHATHCS.

B cnepyioiiee MrHoBeHUe MajieHbKHE pyKu CepeHbl TPaHC(HOPMUPOBAJIACH B OCTPhIe KpacHbIe KOT'TH,
TI0CJIe Yero oHa OBICTPO IpHTHYNMa Ha ®aneca!

danec B3OPOTHYII. H3-3a TOrO, 4TO €ro PYKHu OBITTM CBSI3AHHI 3@ CIIMHOM, OH MOT JIHIITh TIOCUIbHEE
OTTOJIKHYTBCS HOTaMM OT 3€MIJIH, YTOOBI OTKATUThHCS Ha3apm.

*TloHr!*
B3opBaBmuiics CHeT pa3jieTesiCs 10 BO3AyXy!

XonopHell cHET ycTpeMusics Panecy B ria3a. [louyBCcTBOBaB KOJOIIEE OIIyIeHUE, TOT
MHCTUHKTHABHO UX 3aKPHIJ.

Korga oH cHOBa WX OTKPHUI, TO YBU[IEN B HECKOJIbKUX (QyTax oT ce0s MajleHbKKe KpacHble KOT'TH
CepeHsl.

OpmHako Ha 3TOT pa3 e€ KPemko faepxkana KatepuHa.

- Tel IBITAJIACh CHENaTh BCE, UTOOH 51 yOUIla ero, - X0JI0QHO IIPOM3HEeca KOpojieBa. - THl BCE ele
IyMaelllb, YTO CMOXKEIIIb 3aM0IyYUTh TPOH B IIOJOOHOM CUTyaIuu?

Marnenbkas CepeHa YXMBUIbHYIACE.
- UYto? [Iymaenib, He cMOTY? f1 epBHIM KaHOUOAT Ha TPOH, a Thl BTOPO! {1 HaxoxKych BhIlIE TeOs!

- OueHb XOPOIIIO, - TPOU3HECTA CyX0 KaTeprHa, mogHUMAas BTOPYIO PYKY. - Tak Kak y MeHs OoJbIie
HEeT HafleK[Ibl TOMMaTh Te0S XKUBLEM... MHe IPUAETCS HAIPSIMYI0 U3MEHUTDb CBOE MOJIoXKeHue! -



fApocTHO BOCKIUKHYB, KaTeprHa HampaBuiia oCTphe KOI'TH B cepple CepeHsr!

CrosiBuias pspmoM ¢ CepeHoii PonaHa X0JI0MHO CMOTpeJia 3a pa3BUBalolelicsa cutyamuei. He Obiio
II0X0Ke, YTO OHa COOMpPaeTCs BMEIINBATHLCS.

OpHaxko mocrnenylolee pa3BuTre coObITUM 3acTaBmwio Paneca MOKUPOBAHO PACKPHITE POT.

Topc Mornono BHTAsAOsINel CepeHbl YBeTUYHIICS, CIOBHO OHa BHe3allHO BhIpocia. E€ omexma
pa3opBanack. OHa TpaHCHOPMHUPOBAIACh B CEKCYalbHO BRITTISASINYIO KpaCUBYIO XKeHIuHy. OHa Obla
TIOYTH TAKOM JKe BBICOKOM, Kak KaTepuHa. E€ KpacHEIe TJ1a3a U cepeOpPUCThIe BOJIOCH OBIIH 0YeHb
Cc00JIa3HUTEIILHEIMH.

O6HaxxEHHas KpacoTKa 00BOPOKHUTENIBHO yIbIOHYMTack. OHa 6e3 0co00ro Tpyma mepexpaTuiia Oesbie
OCTpHIe KOr'Té KaTtepuHst!

B3peses, Ta ynapuna CepeHy KOT'TSIMU Ha APYroi pyke!

Opuaxko, ka3asnocs, 0yaro CepeHa npefcKasaa U 3Ty aTaky. OHa IepexBaTuja U BTOPYIO PyKy
cecTphl!

- To IMO-TIpEKHEMY TaK cnaba, mnakca, - pacxoxoTajiaCh CepeHa, CJIOBHO BE€TKa C JPOXKaAIllMMHU
IIBETaMH.

®anec 3agpoxarl.

- YponuHa, - mpousHeciia KaTepuHa roiocoM, HaloJIHEHHBIM THEBOM ¥ HEHABUCTHIO. - ThHI
IPUPOXKIEHHAs oOMaHIIHIa!

- Te1... Korpma T BoccTaHOBUIIa CBOO cuiny?! - ®anec U3yMIEHHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha POCKOIIHYIO
KPACOTKY C KPAaCHBIMHM TJla3aMU U CePeOPUCTEIMU BOJIOCAMU. - DTO HEBO3MOKHO! THI-TEI BCETO JIUIITh
OBaXK[bI [TJla MO0 KPOBB!

ITog Cepbé3HHM B3TJIAOOM KaTepI/IHH BBIPOCIIIasd BEPCUA CepeHbI, COBEPIIEHHO HE CTECHAOIIAACA
CBOEM HATrOTHI, MOPTHYJIa 3aBOPaXXUBAIOIIUMH I''la3aMi 1 co0JIa3HUTEIEHO YJ'IH6HYJ'IaCb.

- A-a, TH 00 9TOM... TBOSI KPOBE Be€CbMd IINTATEJIbHA.
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