Cryk-ctyk! Cecuib UCII0JIb30BajIa BCIO CBOIO CUIIY, YTOOEI OTKPHITH IBEPb.

— Bamre BenuuectBo! I[loxanylicTa, OTKPOUTE OBEPL! — 3aKpuUyasia OHa.

— BEI He JOJIKHEI 9TOTO AejaTh, TOCIOXKa!.. — YOUBIEeHHbIE TOPHUYHEIE OTYAsIHHO IIBITA/INCh €€
yroBoputh. — Iloxkanyucra, yCIOKOUTECH!

Kaxk ObI OHM HU OBIITH IIOPaXKEeHEI €€ MaHHaKaJIbHBIMHA OEeUCTBUSIMU, HUKTO HE OCMEIUIICS 3aJ€epPXKaThb
OJEBYIIKY, ITOCKOJIBKY 3aKOH OBOPIIA 3allpellall IOJHUMATE PYKY Hd UMIIE€PATPHUILTY. OHu HUYEro He
MOTJIA COEeJIaTh, KPOME KadK 0eCIIOKOMHO CTOSITh. [ToKa OHU Ha6mo;1am/1 3d HEUCTOBCTBOM
MMIIEPATPUIBI, OOHU U T€ 2K€ MBEICJIM ITPOHOCUJIMCH B UX I'OJIOBAX:

«YTo 310 3a 6e3ymMue? MMnepaTpuiia JOMUTCS B IBepPh UMIepaTopa? 1o HeMbicnuMo! OHa
BOpBaJjach B IJIaBHLEIN ABOPEI] TOJILKO TOTOMY, YTO UMIIEPATOP OTKAa3aJiCs IOCETUTh ee?» — WX JIAlla
IIOCHHEJIU OT UCIIyTa.

— Bame BenuyecTBo! IloxkanyiicTa, BepHUTECH B CBOU fABOpel]! OTo HellpaBUJIbHO. Ero BeIM4ecTBO
yKe CIHUT. Bel He JOMKHEI MellaTh €r0 OTABIXY! — YMOJIS AeXKYPHBIN.

— OrpoxseT Ha ToM cBeTe! Hy maBau xke! OTKpou aBepb! Pa3Be Tl He CIBILUIIL 3TOT 3BYK? —
cepouTo Bo3pasuna Cecuis.

— O KaKOM 3ByKe Bl TOBOPUTE?

Cecunp OblzIa paccTpoeHa BhIpakeHUeM JIHlla IeKyPHOTr0, KOTOPHIY SIBHO 3aCOMHEBAJICS B €€
3[paBOM yMe.

«IlerictBuTeNbHO! [ToyueMy OHU He CIIBILIAT 3TO?»

TpeBoXKHEIN 3BYK pa3falics B Ty MUHYTY, KOTHa OHA BOIIUTA B TMIaBHEIM gBOpell. [ToHAYamy 3By4aso
KaK IJIa4, HO IPY BHUMATENIbHOM IIPOCITYIIMBaHUK 3BYK OKa3alcs 6oiee pe3KUM U pPa3gpazkaioliuM,
yeM OOBIYHBEIE BOIUIM ¥ BU3TH. MICTOYHHUK He OBII SICeH, HO XKIaTh XOPOIIEro SBHO He MPUXOTUIOCE.
Yro erre 601ee BaxkHO, €e I YIOBUIM CJIaObIM CTOH.

— Barre BenuuecTBo?

B Ty MmunyTYy, Korga Cecusb MOHSIa, YTO CTOH UCXOOUT OT DCTHUAHA, OHa Opocuiach BO ABOpEI, He
oOpailasi BHUMaHMS Ha KPUKHK HEXKYPHOTO O TOM, YTO 9TO HapyIlleHue mpunuuusi. OHa MPeKpacHO
TIOHMMaJla, YTO aXkKe UMIIepaTpUlla He UMEET IIpaBa BXOAUTD B TIABHBIN IBOPEI] 10 COOCTBEHHOM
npuxoTu. CKOpee BCEro, M03kKe OHA IOABEPTHETCS XKECTOKOMY IIOPUIIAHUIO MIIA JazKe MOXKET OBITh
BBITHAHA U3 OBOpIa. He To, 4TOOH OHa JIETKOMBICJIEHHO OTHOCHIACh K 3TOMY, HO ceryac ObIJIo He
BpeMs IyMaTh O CBOei 6€30IIaCHOCTH.
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[Ipormino yeTrIpe OHSA C TeX IIOp, KaK ICTUaH IlepecTall IoCelaTh ee ABopel. B nepsyo HOYb Cecuib
JIeTJia CllaTh OflHA, He 3aMEeTHB HUUEero HeoORYHOT0. ITO OyJeT He IepBhIl pa3, Koraa JCTHaH 3aHsT
paboToii. B Takux ciydasx OHa IIPOCHITIanach Ha CIedyooluui 1eHb 1 00HapyXKuBaja, YTo OH
IIPUXKAJICS K HEU.

OpHako, Korfa Ha crepyioiiee yTpo Cecusb OTKphIIa I'7la3a, ero Hurmae He Ov10. Korpa meBylnka
IIOTSIHYJIach, YTOOHI OIIyIIaTh IIPOCTPAHCTBO PSIAOM C coO0M, BCe, UTO OHa Hallljia, Oblyla X0IogHas
ITPOCTRIHS, Ha KOTOPO# He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX CIIEIOB MyKa.

«MHe TaK MHOT'0 HY2KHO OBIJIO eMy paccKa3aThk», — YHBIIO mogyMana Cecunb. Kaxawiii Beuep ICTUaH
ciyinas, Kak oHa 6onTaeT o mpoiuefnieM gHe. [1o mpaBae roBopsi, KuU3Hb BO IBOPIE KMII€PaTPHUIIBL
OBlyIa MOBOJILHO OOBIOEHHOH, U He ObLI0 HUuero 3a0aBHOr0, UeM CTOMJIO OBl OelIuThCA. TeM He MeHee,
9cTtuaH Bcerga cnyimain. Cecusb C 9HTY3HMa3MOM PacCKa3bIBajla O CBOEM [HE, IIOTOMY UTO el
HPABUJIOCh BUOETh, KAK MyKYHHA C YOOBOJIBCTBHEM CIIYIIIAET.

IomxkHa ObITH IPUYKMHA €T0 OTCYTCTBUS. CeCusIb pelllniia TEPIENINBO NOXKAAThCA 00bsICHEHUM, HO
MYK4YKMHA He TIOSBUJICS HU Ha CIIeYIOIIyI0 HOYb, HU TOcie. [laxke OTIPaBUB HEXKYPHOTO [JIs
BBISICHEHUSI TPUYUHbL, Cecuiab Tak U He MOJIy4Yusia OTBeTa.

VimenHo Torfia ee nocetuna Taus ¢ ['upranTuei Ha Gykcupe.

— OM... Baiile Bennu4ecTBo. CJ'IYXI/I BepHBI? — OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHIIA Tans.

— Cnyxu? Kakue cnyxu? — crupocuna Cecuss.

— T'oBOpsT, MMIIEPATOpP COOMPAETCS BBITHATH Bac. JTO MpaBaa? — BOCKIUKHYNI ['MpraHTus, BCTpeBas
B pasrosop. — Kex! Kex-kax! Otnyctu 10BOZOK!

TaHs CUITBHO IEepHYIa ApakoHa, IIpeXkae YeM OH yCIieNl JoroBopuTh. CyzKaHKa SBHO cTaja 6omee
HCKYCHOM B 0OpaIlleHNH C TIOBOTKOM.

— Ax, Het. Boo0O1ie-t1o... — TaHg 3aMoiiyaia.

Ee 3amemniaTensCTBO OBITIO SBHBIM CBUOETEJIbCTBOM TOI'O, UYTO CJIIYXHU U IIPDaBAda XOOAT.

OTa cutyauus npusesia Cecunsb B spocTb. OHa He MOIJIa IIOHATh, I0YeMy ICTUaH BOPYT Tak II0BEN
ce0d 10 OTHOILIEHUIO K HeH.

«Ecnu 51 Tebe He HPABIIOCh, TaK U CKaxu!»



Temnepb, KOrga HACTYIIUII Y4eTBEPTHIM OeHb ONMHOYECTBa, OHA PEIIniia JeiCTBOBaTh. ECNu eil CyKaeHO
YUTH, OHA YHUOET Ha CBOMX YCJIOBHUSX. XOTS MeBYIIKa U Oblyla 00eCIIOKOeHa TeM, YTO MOXKeT ObITh
nopakeHa yOUMCTBEHHOM aypoy JCTHaHA U B KOHEYHOM UTOTe OyIeT IPOCUTH Y HETO IPOIIeHUsI, OHa
pelnia, 94TO 3TO Jydllle, YeM TJIyII0 CUAETh U KJaTh €r0 BepAUKTa. YKPENUB CBOI PEIIMMOCTh, OHA
HalpaBuUIach K rJlaBHOMY [BOpLY.

* % %

Bce 3T0 mpuBeso ee Tynda, TOe OHa Ccerlyac CTOsIa, KOJIOTS B IBepU KOMHATH JcTHaHa. Cecusb
WHCTUHKTHUBHO ITOHSIA, KAaK TOJIBKO YCIIBIIIaNa 3TOT OTIYIIUTEIbHbIHM 3BYK — [IeJI0 He B TOM, YTO
ScTuaH nepecran IpubIUKATLCS K HEH, @ B TOM, YTO €My ITIOMelllal 9TOT HeHOPMalbHBIN 3BYK.

— Bame BenuyecTBo! IloxkanyiicTa, OTKpouTe ABepsb! Brl B mopsigke?! — HECMOTPS Ha OTYasTHHBIE
yOaphl, EIUHCTBEHHBIM OTBETOM M3HYTPHU ObLIM HOBHIE CTOHBL. Cecusib 6pocuiach K IBEPH, HO Ta HE
nonpmaBasnack. Ee mieun 6oseny, a Koxa Obljla B IfapanrHax, HO OHa He obpaljaja BHUMaHUs Ha 00JIb.
— Yo BH BCe cTouTe?! BrICTpee OTKphIBauTE! — B OTYaAHUU 3aKpudajla [AeBYLIKa, IOBEPHYBIINUCH K
IBOPILIOBOMY II€PCOHAJy; HEKOTOPHIEe U3 HUX HadaJjld MJIaKaTh.

— Kak MHI MOKeM M03BOJIUTEL ce0e Takoe?! — ONMH U3 CIyXKUTeNIel 3amHyJscs. — Balle BeJTH4eCcTBO,
TIOXKAIyHCTa, epxkuTe ceds B pykax!

Cecunb ctucHymna 3yosl. CTpaHHBIN 3BYK SIBHO HCXOOWI U3 KOMHATH. OTCYTCTBHE OTBETA TOIHKO
nmogorperno ee Tpesory. OH BHYTpu? CeCumb TSKe0 Ablllana, TNaasa Ha HETIOJBUXKHYIO IBEPE.

«41 momXKHa 0CTaHOBUTH 3TO!» — IMOAyMala OHa, CKHUMas KyJak.
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