— Barre BenmuectBo?..
YcnrimaB e€, MMnepaTop MOCIENTHO OTIYCTUI PYKY [anuu, CIIOBHO IIPHUIIEN B Cce05.

Ho oH BCE eIll€ cMOTpes Ha CBOIO PYKY C yauBlieHueM. [lamus B3TIsSHYNIa Ha XuKaHa. [Jaxke OH ObLI
HEMHOTO B3BOJIHOBaHHBIM.

— Her, aT0Or0 He MOXKET OHITE...
VimmepaTop 4TO-TO po6opMoTa cebe mox Hoc 1 B35y ce0s B pyku. OH CHOBa yABIOHYICSA [anuu.
— IIpoctute, Mucc Hanusi. HaBepHoe, 5 omubes.

— Bce, BCE B mopsimke.

OHa He 3Ha/a IPUYKHEI, TI0YEeMY OH Tak ce0s BEJI, HO 0Kayajia I'0JI0BOM.

VimmepaTop mocMoTpesn Ha [lamuio, KOCHYBIIMCH TOOO0POKa CO CTPAHHKIM BEIpaXKE€HUEM Ha JIHIIE.
— Kcrarty, y Bac, Mucc [lanus, [0 CUX IIOp HET XKeHuxa. YTo HaCYET MOEro ChiHa?

[Manus paccMessnach, IOTOMY 4YTO pPellnia, 4YTO 3TO LIyTKa.

— Bnaronaplo BacC 3a KOMIIJIUMEHT, Baliie BenugecTso.

Ho MimmepaTop HEOXKUTAaHHO CEPhE3HO IMTPOUBHEC:

— 970 He mIyTKa. I cepre3eH.

JIunio [Janmuu, BCTPETHUBIIEe ero B3TJIAM, IOCTEIIeHHO 6IeqHeo.

VH, yX, 3-3?

Hanus IIPpHUIIJia B 3aMeNlaTeJIbCTBO.

C gero sto BOpyr? C 4ero aTo BAPYT pa3roBOp IIePECKOYUII Ha MOE 3aMyKEeCTBO?

— OpuH U3 MOUX CBIHOBEW IIPHMEPHO TOTO XkKe BO3pacTa, 4To U Bbl, Mucc [anusd... ia, ecTh JIeoHapn
u Cengpuk. KoneuHo, BH 3HaeTe JleoHapaa, HaciaenHoro [IpuHna, BepHo? OH HEMHOI'O TJIyIoBaT, HO
OH XOpoIui mapeHb. CegpuK - MOM BTOPOU ChIH. OH HENIOX0U ITapeHb, XOTSA U CTPAHHLIH.

KoHeuHO, OHa gyMarsa, 4To 9TO IIyTKa, HO BRIpaXxKeHue nulia MiMmepaTopa ObIIO HACTOIBKO
CEPBE3HBIM, YTO €T0 CJI0OBa HEJb3s OBITIO0 IPUHSTH 3a LIYTKY.

Y-y-uyT0? Thl 9TO cepbe3HO? Heyxkenu 5 ceriyac 00py4dych? M TH Tak JIerKo Ipefjaraelib MHE 3T0?



HeBaxXH0, HACKOJIbKO MOJIOOLIMU B 3TOM MUPe 00py4aroTCs, OISt HEE 3TO OBIIO CMEIIHO.

Janmust moYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK y HE€ Hadaia KPyKHUTCS rojioBa. BHe3amHO 0OHa IIO0YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
XuKaH CTOUT Y HEE 3a CIIUHOM.

Ecnu ato IIpaBaa, TO y MOETO 6paTa HEeT IIPUYHUH OTKA3bIBATHCA.

9To mpekpacHasi BO3MOXKHOCTh BHIATh OECIIONIE3HYI0 CECTPEHKY 3aMyX 3a [IpuHIla ¥ ©30aBUTHCS OT
Hee.

Ho... ecnu ona o6pyuutcs c [IpuHIleM, e€ U0 MOSBUTCS B Ta3eTax. Torga miaH c6exaTh U KUTh C
HOBOW JIMYHOCTBIO OyIeT HEBO3MOXKEH.

Eé nnanbl 6yIeT OCyIIeCTBUTL BCE CIIOXKHEE.

— Hy, 3T0... 3TO CITUIIIKOM [JIST MEHS...

XuKaH IpepBaj €€ TBEPOBIM I'OJIOCOM:

— Hamnus.

Ax, BC€, s TIpoIana.

Tenepb MOE eqUHCTBEHHOE OyAyIllee - 3TO yMepeTh BMeCTe ¢ 6paToM.
amust KPemKo 3aKMypPHUIach.

B 3ane nns aygueHI pa3gascs CIIOKOMHBIM I0JI0C XUKaHa:
— OHa He corJaCUTCSI Ha IOMOJIBKY, Baie BemuuecTso.
A-a?

Ianus ciierka IPUOTKPBITIA OOVH TJIa3.

— Ona roBopuia, 4YTO HE XOUET ITIOMOJIBKHU.

— IIpaBpa?..



— Jla, KOHEYHO.

[Tmoxast MaHepa peur XuKaHa HUKOTOa He Oblyia 6ojiee XKeJaHHOM, YeM CEeTOmHS.

Hanmus IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HEeT'0 CO CJIE3dMHM Ha T'Jia3aX. Ho XuxkaH gaxe He B3TrJIAHYII B eé CBEpKarwInne
T'Ta3a.

— [Touemy?

— Hy, nu4HO 51 TOXe He AyMalo, YTO X0Uy 3TOrO.

WmnepaTtop mepeBén B3rsam Ha [Tanuio. OHa He MOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh CceOsi KUBHYTH, HO T'Jla3a BhIaBaIH
eé coracue.

ViMmepaTop mevanbHO B3MOXHYII.

— XM-M, 3TO OU€eHb IIJI0XO.

— 4 681 x0TeI, yT0OB Mucc [lanus cTaaa MOe HeBECTKOM.

3HAYUT, 3TO BCE-TaKu Obl/Ia IIyTKa.

Hoquy TBI HIyTHUIITb C TAKUM Cepbé3HBIM BEIPaXKEHHNEM J'II/II.Ia?

Tosnbko [lanusg 4yBCTBOBajla TOpeyYb BHYTPU. XUKaH nompolnancsa ¢ MmmnepaTopoMm, Korga peys 0
IIOMOJIBKe Onlnia "ynaxkeHa".

— M5 IOUTEM. ..

— Xopotiio.

HmnepaTop paBHOOYIIHO KUBHYI.

Hanus, mepexuBIas OOUH KPU3UC, TOXKE IIOMPOIIanach C HUM.

— Bame BenmuecTBo, 6arogapio Bac 3a Ballle BeJIMKOOYIIHOE IIPEIJIOXKEeHNE U BHUMATEIbHEIE
MBICTTH.



Kak HU cTpaHHO, IMIepaTop [ONT0 CMOTpPeN Ha [auio, CITOBHO COXKaJes 0 YEM-TO.

3aTeM OH MATKO yJILIOHYJICS.

— Ia, Mucc Janus. YBuguMcs B CIeAyIOLIXK pa3. XUKaH, Thl TOXKE.

Ha satom KoponeBckasi ayaueHLIus 3aKOHYUIIACh.

Hamnust v XuKaH BTN, 3aKPHIB 32 CO00# IBePh KOMHATHI [IJIS ayIUeHIUH.

[Tocne yxopma Januu MMnepaTop CHOBa MMOCMOTPEN Ha CBOIO PyKY.d ommbces?..Kaxapii 3aBUAyeT
TpaHCIeHAeHTaM. V3-3a X IPeBOCXOMHOI0 HHTEJINIEKTa ¥ 0COOBIX CIIOCOOHOCTEN.

OpHako XW3Hb TPAHCIEHEHTOB ITof00Ha BeYHOMY IJlaBaHUI0 B 6€CKOHEYHOM CTPafaHUuU.

MoxeT ObITh, 9TO IIOTOMY, UTO HedeJIoBeYecKasl CHjia UMITJIAHTUPYETCS B UeJl0BeKa, KOTOPHIN
OTJIMYAETCS 10 CBOeH mmpupome?

Kaxmrri pa3, Korga TheI UCIIOJIb3YEIlb CUIIy, PA3YM OTXOOHUT Ha BTOpOfI I1JIaH, ¥ TOJIBKO 2K€eJIaHue
YHUYTOXHUTDH BCE TO, UTO Tebe MelIllaeT, CTaHOBUTCSA CHUJILHEE.

IIo cux mop OH Aep3KajCs MOJIOAILIOM.

O= urpan ponb fo6poro u gpyxemodHoro MMneparopa.

W3-3a mogelt, KOTOPHIX OH JIIOOUJI, IOTOMY YTO OH He XOTeJl BULETh 3TOT MUD B pyHHAX.

EMy mpuxomuTCs BEYHO TepreTh 6eCKOHeUHBIe CTpagaHus B 00MeH Ha TH000Bb.

Ho xak TombpKO 0H B34 [lanuio 3a PyKy, B FOJIOBE Y HETO BIEePBLIe IPOSICHUIIOCh. EMy Ka3aiocs, 4To
OH BEPHYJICA BO BpeMeHa [0 "paclBeTa", KOrga OH HUYEero He 3Hall.

MepieHHO, HO BEPHO, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €TI0 AyIla OUMIIAETCS.

Ho, Kak BceM U3BEeCTHO, HEBO3MOKHO OBIIIO BEPHYTH AYIIY, KOTOPas KOTfa-To Obljla 3apakeHa MaHOM.

Buepa s He craj BCIO HOYb ¥, HaBepPHOe, MHE 3TO IIOYYIUIIOCE.

I/IMr[epaTop IIPOCTO OTMAXHYJICA OT 3TOTO. On B3TJIAHYII Ha TO MECTO, Iroe CTOSAJIN 6paT " CeCTpa.



4 HeMHOT0 6ECITOKOIOCh 3@ 9TUX OBOUX.

YyBCTBUTENIHHBIN K YeJI0BEYECKUM IMOLKSIM, FiMiepaTop OBICTPO 3aMeTH/I KOHGIUKT BHYTPU
XuKaHa.

CKOJIBKO OBl OH HHU IIPUTBOPSAJIICA, OH OBLT OJOCTATOYHO B3POCIIBIM, YTOOBI IIPUYNHHUTD 6071b 9eMy-TO
AParoneHHOMY TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO He XO0TeJI IPU3HaBaThCA B CBOUX YyBCTBaAX.

OH coBepwIUT OOJIBIIYIO OMINOKY U TOXKaIeeT 00 ITOM.

ViMmepaTop MPUIIETKHYTT S3BIKOM.

X X x

XuKaH INEJ BIepen, He moxumasch ee. Ho Temeps oHa Ovlna emy OrmarogapHa.

Xdy-yx, g1 KuBa.

4 ngymarna, 94TO MOS KHW3Hb 3aKOHUYUTCS XKEHUTH0OM Ha KOM-TO, KOTO S He 3HalO.

¢ Ovlna paja, 4To 3TO OblyIa IIyTKA, ¥ Pafa, YTO XHUKAH 3aIlUTHII MEeHS.

[lanus morHana ero u IIPOU3HECIIA:

— Cnacubo Tebe, Opar.

— 41 He X0Tena 06PyYaThCS.

— Ero BenuuecTBo Bcerga Tak roBOPUT. ECNM TH OTHECEMILCS K €70 CII0OBAM CEPhE3HO, TO
OymeIib ocMesiHa Ha BCIO XKU3Hb. OOBIYHO TOJILKO OYEHb TITyTIble JIIOAM KITIOIOT Ha 3TO.

¢ He yCIIBIIITY XOPOIINX CJIOB U3 €ro YCT OO CaMOro KOHIIa.

Hamus Hanylia I"Y6I:>I, yTOORI OH HE BUEJI, U IIPOOOJI2KWIIa UATHU 3a HHUM.



— Ho MeHs yIUBHUIIO, UTO THI CKa3ajla, YTO He X0Uelllb 9TOT0. Pa3Be 9TO He TO, Yero XOTemu OBl Bce? -
0e3pa3Iu4HoO CIIPOCHsT XUKaH.

Iamus mornuta ObICTPee, YTOOB! OTHATH €TI0, MBICJIEHHO BHIOMPAsi, YTO CKa3aTh.

— 9T0... 4... ecnu BO3MOXKHO... X049y OCTAThCA C 6paTOM IIOOOJIBIIIE...

XuKaH B3TJISHYT Ha Heé. [1o ero 6ecCTpacTHOMY JIHIY, KaK U 0OBIYHO, OBIIIO TPYIHO IIOHSTD, YTO Y
HETro Ha yMe.

OH cka3an eu Jyepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMid.

— He ommbatics. f He meITANCsS MOMOYb Te0e, s IPOCTO He X0TesI, YToOw ¢ PecTepocoM obpallairuch
KaK C OyPaKoM.

Ilanus MOHUKIIA, KaK 3an}7CTI/IBHIPIﬁ ITEeHOK.

— {-4 noHuMMar. fd HUYero u He Xnay...

BhIsI0 MM HeTpaBUJIBHO 3aCTaBATh cebs uaTH ObICTpee?..

B sToT MoMeHT y Januu nmopsanach 00yBb.

— Ax.

C TuX¥M BCKPHKOM €€ TeJI0 HaKpPeHUJI0Ch B CTOPOHY U yIIajio MPSMO Ha IIOJI.

— Hoquy TBI CETOOHA OeJla€lllb TaKNe T‘J'IYHOCTI/I?

Hanus TsKeJo B3[0XHYJa U IIOgHsIa I'oJI0OBY. XMKaH, KOTOPHIM, KaK OHa fiymMasa, celyac yUmOET,
OCTAHOBHJICS TIepe[ Hel.

— IIpocrn.

XVKaH KOPOTKO B3[IOXHYII.



— Kakoro uépTa TH fefnaelrs?

— f-9 cama BcTaHy!..

Ilanusa Havyajia IOOQHUMAThCH.

Ho Tyt XuKaH MoJT4ya CXBATHUII €€ 3a TaJIuIo, IIOJHS U IIocaaul cebe Ha IMIeyH.

Hanus He OblIa TaKOM JIETKOM, YTOOBI €€ MOXKHO OBbIJIO IOJHSATE BOT TaK cpa3y. EMy OBIJIO BCEro
IIeCTHAALATH JIeT, HO XUKaH OBbIJT OYEeHb CHUJIEH.

Hanus 3af€praga HOraMu, YIUBIISISCE.

— Cunu CIIoKouHO.

XukaH cxBaTui Jlanuio 3a HOTH.

Hamust Kpenko mepxaach 3a Iero XukKaHa, YToOH He yrmacTh. Teno XuKaHa Ha HEKOTOPOe BpPeMst
HATIPSTIIOCH ¥ CHOBA PacCiIabuIoCh.

Hanus YYyBCTBOBaJla ce0st HeMHOT'0 CTPaHHO.

OHa BCITIOMHHJIA KpacHuBLIe TOIyOble ra3a XuKaHa. X0Ts OH 3JI0[ie¥ C Y2KaCHBIM U IIOIJIBIM
XapaKTepoM, OH CETOOHS ITOMOTaeT el.

A 4To0, ecnu g IIPUBA3BIBAIOCE K HeMy?

OH He OyneT Tak €10 JOPOXUTH B TeUeHUe fecaTtu netT. Ecnu nnaH cpaboTaeT, oHa yxke OymeT rae-To B
IPyTOM MECTe.

Yepes mecsaTs neT XuKaHy OyoeT OBaflaTh MeCTh?..

Hamus, KoTopas gyMaja o XuKaHe, HeOpeKHO Mpou3Heca:

— 4 mymaro, THL CKOpPO CTaHeIlb elllé CUIbHEee.

— C 4ero 3TO ThI BOPYT peLIuia?

OHa He MOrJla CKa3aTh, YTO 3HAET OyAyllee, TO3TOMY HeOollpefleIEHHO ITPOK3Heca:.



— Hy, g Tak gymaro
— TrI HecEIIb YemyXxy.

XuKaH elé ObICTPee 3alarasl BIepe].

Ianus 6bly1a B3BOJIHOBaHA 0€3 BCIKOM IIPUYUHEL. JTO OBII MEPBHIM pa3, KOTAa OTHOIIEHUST MEXIY
HUMU OBbITA TAKUMU XOPOLINMHU.

Brimo 661 3M0POBO, eciiu ObI MBI BCETHa ObIIM TakK OIU3KHU.

[TpuHSB XKenaeMoe 3a IelCTBUTeNbHOe, [lanus TakXKe Hadajla CHOBa M300paxkaTh U3 cebs MUIYI0 U
U3SIIHYI0 MIAIIyI0 CECTPY.

— MHe IIPUATHO, 9YTO ThI TdK KO MHE OTHOCHIILC...

Ona mpopmomXkuia:

— Ecnu 51 u manbine 6yny no6uth Tebs1, Kak ceidac, Thl KOrga-HUOyIb MOMI00UIITs MeHs, na? 4l
HEYasHHO MePecTyIua 4epTy. YepTy, 0 CyIIeCTBOBAaHUY KOTOPOH JaxKke U He MoJ03peBaa.

XuKaH 3aMep.
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