— ...Bame Benuuectso.

— Ox, XukaH. HexopoI1o Tak omeKkaTb CBOIO cecTpy. [louemy Onl TeOe TPOCTO He 3aUTHU JOMOMU?

— 4 BrIIET, IIOTOMY 4YTO Ha4al 9yBCTBOBATh, UYTO Baiiie BennuecTBO NOMBITAETCS YKpPacCTb ee.

— XM-M, 9 He MOT'y CKa3aTh, YTO Yy MEHA He OBITIO TAKOT'O B MBICIISIX.

XuKaH 0CTOPOXKHO NpuUTAHyI [danuio K cebe. [Janug nogyMarna, 4To ¢ Hel 00paujanTcs, Kak ¢
TIOCHIJIKOY U3 KyphepcKoi ciyk0sl. (Ara, mpuset [Touta Poccuu.)

— Brl Hammu Broporo [Tpuniia?

— XM-M, {1 ceilyac MOUAY ero UCKaTh.

— 4 Oyny HapiesAThCS, UTO BEL eT0 HaifeTe. Y emne, criacubo, 9YTo MPUBE3IU MO0 CECTPY.

XpsCh.

[ToueMy-TO Ka3anoch, YTO 3TOT 3BYK UCXOOUT OT 3y00B XuKaHa. MiMriepaTop ¢ yIbI0KOM TPOU3HEC:

— o ceupganus, Mucc [anus. Eme yBuguMcs.

— Ia! KoneuHo.

WmMrepaTop cen B KapeTy U yexall.

XuKaH ke Moir4a cMoTpen Ha Tanuto. OHa 60s1ach, YTO OH pacCepOuTCs Ha He€, HO XMKaH MPOCTO
IIPOTSIHYII €€ PYKy

Hamnus B3sina ero 3a pyky. OHa nogyMara, YTO BCE MPOIIJIO Topa3fo Jydille, YeM OHa AyMara.

A Ha cnepyomuit meHb [anus y3Hana, 4To ¢poHorpad U3HAYAIbHO CTOUII IISTh THICSY JUJIJIOH, POBHO
B [eCsTh pa3 00JIbIlle, YeM OHA 3allyIaTHIA.

X X X

Ienb poxpnenus: XukaHa IpoOIIEN 6e3 U3HICKOB.



Cnyru coOupany OeHbI'M ¥ IOKYIIalIu MoMapKy, HO XMKaH 0TKa3bkIBaJICSd MPUHUMATh UX, KakK U
KaXXIOBIM IO OO 9TOTO.

[Tomapoxk [anvuu mpuObIT BOBPEMSI.

XuKaH BHIIIEN IIOCMOTPETh HAd HETO, U BhIPaXKEeHHne €Tro JInlla U3MEHHUJIOCE.

— T-Tebe He HpPaBUTCS?

— ...HeT, MHe HpaBuTCA.

OpHako 3TO BHIpazKeHue Nnila, 6e3yCcI0BHO, OECIIOKOUTIO €TO.

[Touemy?

Ha Bompoc [lanuu OBICTPO OTBETHUIA HSIHS, YOUBIEHHAS II0JapKoM.

— Boxe mou, Mucc. Kak Bb 3TO Kynunu?

— A 4TO He Taxk”?

— Hy, ero ctouMocTs...

Hsius npomenTana [anuu DpuMepHYI0 peanbHyo 1eHy doHorpada. Jlumno Hanuu nobemnerno.

YeTrIpecTa IeBSHOCTO OUJIIOH PABHSTHMCh MUJIIMOHY BOH B €€ IPoIUIon xku3Hu. OHa fymarsa, 4To
aToro OymeT MOCTAaTOYHO, HO ero peasibHas IleHa 0Ka3ajoCh B IEeCATh pa3 OoJbIie.

Ox, Ero BennuecTtBo... 3amIaTii 3a MeHs!

Mexny mpopaBioM u MiMmepaTopoM OBIJT KaKOW-TO pa3roBop. [lanus momkHa Obljia 3al0I03PUTh UX C
TOTO MOMEHTa, HO...

OTO 3HAYUT, YTO...

XuKaH B3rJIAHYII Ha HAHIO, CJIOBHO CIIPAIllMBaAsA, 3a4€M OHaA 3TO CKa3ajld. Hsans WKHYJIA.

— Tebe He HYX)HO 00 9TOM Gecrnokouthcs. Y Ero BenuyecTBa MHOTO fieHer. A 3TO 1Ofapok OT Tebs.



Bcé... mpaBma xoporro, ma?

XuKaH nornagui [lanuio o ToNoBe, KOTHa YBUAET, UTO Y Heé BCE elllé CII0KHOe BhIpaXKeHue muila. U
OH cJ1ab0 yIBIOHYIICS, 3Ty YIRIOKY MOXKHO OBIIIO YBUIETH BCETO Pa3 B T'Of.

— UmenHo atoro g u xoten. Cracubo.

Meicnu [Januu ucyesnu Ipu Bue 9TOM penkoi yneiOku. OHa 3abbiia 060 Bcex 3a60Tax U BeCceyo
IIPOBeJIa OCTATOK HHS.

B stom rogy en HAKOHEI yOaJIOCh HAOETh IMTPA3AHNYHYIO HIJIAIY HAd T'OJIOBY XuKaHa.

OHa x0Tesa 3amevyaTieTh 3TO Ha [TaMsATh, HO B 3TOM MUpe He Obl10 ¢hoToanmapaTos.

‘{epe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMs Ianusa cHsana IIJIAIY C T'OJIOBEL XHKaHa, TaK KakK 3Haja, YTO OH eé
HEHAaBUOUT.

XuKaH rpy00 IpUTIaguil BOJIOCH U CKas3al:

— ‘-IepT BO3bMH, 4 TdK Paf, 9TO 34€Ch HUKOT'O HET.

MoxeT ObITh, UMEHHO II09TOMY y Te0S 1 HET BeUEPUHKHU II0 CIIy4alo OHS POXAEeHUA? - IogyMaa
Hanus.

Brino OB X0pOI1I0, ecyid OBl 3TOT [IeHb IIEJT MTOHOJIbIIIE.

Tak oHa dyMalla 1mepeg CHOM. Ho B TO X)e BpeMs OHa OyMaljia, 4TO BCE He TakK IIpOCTO.

Y XukaHa 0CTaBasioCh €II€ OJHO IIPENITCTBHE.

— OTO HAYHETCS caMoe MOo3qHee K KOHITy T'Ofia.

Tak cka3an Mmmepartop.

[TpoOyxpeHne MaHbl. B opuruHae 3To Mpou301o, Korga XukaHy OblJIo BoceMHannaTh. OH yxKe
0TI03[1aJl Ha T'of], TaK 4TO He ObIJI0 HUYero CTPaHHOro, ecyid ObI OHA Haydaach B J1I060€e BpeMs.
(AumedT: 4 momeHnsn LiBeTenue MaHb Ha [Tpo0yxKaeHNe MaHbl, TIOTOMY YTO TaK JIydIlle 3BYYUT, Xe-
xe.)



Iamust 3acHysa, TOTOBSI CBOE Cepille K KaTacTpode, KOTopasi OMHAXK /bl TPOU30UAET.

* % x

XukaH roToBuics K [TpobyxneHuio MaHbsl. OH YyYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO CKOPO HAYHETCS.

o mpormuioro roga He ObII0 HEOOXOAUMOCTH OECIIOKOUTLCS, HO C 9TOr'0 TOa IIOTOK MaHEL B €r0 Tejle
3aMeTHO YBEJIMUUIICS.

Y Hero GBITI0 OKOJIO TpéX MeCdLeB B 3allaCe, HO JIy4llle IIOATOTOBUTLECA 3apPpaHee.

OH morapbIBajics, YTo OyJeT TaKUM Ke, KakK U JpyTrHue, 10 CBOEMY OILITY BUOS T€X, KTO €eT0 OKpyXKaeT.
Tak Kak ero xapakTep XyxKe, 4eM y IPYTUX, OH 3HaJI, YTO BCE OyHeT He Jydllle, YeM Y OCTATbHBIX.

Ctpecc - cambiit 60mbInon ¢hakTop ITpo0yKaeHUS MaHEL.

[ToaToMy B OCNieiHNE OHU OH COKpalllaja CBOI0 pabo4yio Harpy3Ky ¥ HaMepeHHO fepxkKacs
IIOZaJIbIlle OT Ha30MIUBLIX HOBOCTEH.

Crnenyomuin mar.

OH 1M03BaJI JBOPEIKOr0, YTOOK CIIPOCUTH, KAaK OHU KOHTPOJIMPOBAIM TPAHCIIeHIeHTOB ®ecTepocoB B
mporioM. Ho 0TBET IBOPEIKOro ObII HEOXKUTAHHBIM,

— ...HUKAKUX 3alucel Ha 9TOT CYET He OCTAJIOCh.

— Yto?

— W3-3a B3phIBa, BEI3BAHHOTO ORIBIIMM I'epriorom ®ecTepocoM... BCe COOTBETCTBYIOIIUE 3AMUCH OBLIH
COXKXKEHHI.

OH HaTKHYJICS Ha IePBOe IPEMSTCTBHE.

Tenepb OH MOT CBA3ATBCSA TOJIBKO C TEM, KOMY MOT TOBEPATEH, - C I/IMHepaTopOM.

Bckope mpuIén oTBer.

[4 3ansaT. Pa3bepuch cam.]



OH CKOMKAaJI IUCHMO.

Ctpecec...

Crpecc - cambiii 60mb10n GaxTop [Ipobyxkaenns Maubl. OH eBa yCIesl yCIOKOUTHCSA U OTHAN
[IBOPELIKOMY eIll€ HeCKOJIbKO PaCIOpsSAKeHUH.

OpHako... Yepe3 MecsI] IIocie THS PoXOeHusT XUKaHa.

Iamus 6e3y49acTHO OTJIsifiesia IOJHOCTBIO Pa3pPyIIeHHEN KaOuHeT.

Boxe Mo, Kak OBl S HA TOTOBUJIACD.

JItocTpa ymania Ha II0JI, ¥ OCKOJIKH XPYCTaIbHOU CKYJBIITYPHI OBIIM TOBCIOAY .

KuuxHas monka Oblna BEIOpOIIeHa U3 OKHA, OKHA COXXXKEHHBI, BCE BRIOPOINIEHO, U Jaxe cajl OBl
paspyIieH.

IwBaH OB CJIOMaH, ¥ IePEBSHHBIM CTOJI ObII PACKOJIOT ITOIIOJIAM.

A rmocepenuHe KabuHeTa CTOsI XHKaH C HUYEero He BEIPAZKAMIUM JIMITOM.

Tebe Bemb He 00513aTEIBPHO TaK ce0s1 BECTH, BEPHO?! - MEICTIEHHO ITPOKpHYaa [aus.

X X x

Yepes Hemeno mociie OHs PoXOeHusT XMKaHa BIepPBbie ObIIN 3aMeYeHEl eT0 aHOMAaJIHH.

Hsausa mmakasna u 2KanoBajiach [lanuu:

— Mucc, noxanyicrta, octaHoBuTe ['eprora. {1 4yBCTBY10, YTO KaXKAbIM AEHb II0JIy4aio HEBPO3* K3-3a
3TOro yKacHoro ¢oHorpada.

(HeBpo3: OTHOCUTENBHO JIETKOE IICUXHYecKoe 3a00ieBaHKMe, KOTOPOe He BEI3BAaHO OPTaHUYECKUM
3ab01eBaHKEM, BKITIOUAIONUIAM CUMIITOMEI CTPecca (Jempeccusi, TPeBora, HaBsI34YHUBOe IIOBEIeHHE,
UIIOXOHAPHS), HO He PafiuKaabHas IOTEPS CBSI3K C PEaIbHOCTHIO.)

— II-npocTu...



Manug BUHOBATO OTBeJA B3rJIAA. B KaKOM-TO CMEBICTIE 3TO OBLIO BUHOU [auu.

3ByK ¢oHOrpada ObIT HEVCTBUTEILHO XOPOIIMM B TeYEHME Yaca UJIU ABYX, TaK KakK OH ObLI JOPOTHM,
HO XMKaH OCTABJISLI €Tr0 BKIIOYEHHEIM IIOUTH Ha BECh NeHb.

H3-3a aToro mryMa JKaso0k! CJIIyT POCJIX OEeHb OTO OHAI.

— Ho... Ho...

Iamnus, KoTopas 3Haja, YT0 XUKaH CTaa 0COOEHHO YYBCTBUTEILHEIM B 9TH JHHU, OBIJIa OCTOPOKHA.
MoxeT ObITh, BUepa el HEMHOT'0 ITOBE3JIO.

— [IymuT He OKpyXKarommasi 06CTaHOBKA, a MOS TOJIOBA.

XuKaH CKa3aJj 9TO C MPAaYHEIM BUIOM. JTO OBljIa HE Ta aTMocdepa, B KOTOPOH OHa MOTJIa OBl CKa3aTh
YTO-TO ele.

K Tomy Bpemenu [lanus yxe MOHSIIA TPUYUHY.

[TpoOyxkpaeHNe MaHBl TOYTH HA4aIoCh.

OHa yKe gyMajia HaBeCTUTh FIMmepaTopa, HO OH ellé He cOmén ¢ yMma. [ToaTomy [lanus pemmia
TIOHOKAATh elle HEMHOTO.

...00BATUS J1I00BU?

Ona gymarna o0 TOM, KaK eMy II0MOYE.

— IlpocTy, HsHg. MaHa Moero OpaTa BOT-BOT ITPOOYIUTHCS.

— ...BOT-BOT, Oa?

B rimasax HsSHU OBIT CTPAX.

TpaHCIIeHOEeHTH BCE elllé BHYIIATH yKac B OOBIYHBIX JTIONEH.

OGH.IGCTBGHHOG MHEHNE O HUX SHAYUTEJIbHO YIIYyYIIXUJIOCh ITOCII€ BOCIIECTBHA Ha IIPECTOJI HEIHEIITHET O
I/IMHepaTopa, HO JaXe OHad MHOT'Aa IIyIraeTCs, KOrga XuKaH CEepPOuTCA.



— ITa. Ckaxu 006 9TOM ocTanbHEIM. [1ycTh OyAyT "THIle BOAH HUXKE TPaBH".

OHa TUXOHBKO YCIIOKaKHBaJla HAHIO.

[Tpomirno emé mecsaTh gHEH.

— Barnep, cronka Oymar KpuBasi.

XukaH rpy60 MOI0XKUII Ta3eTy, KOTOPYIO YUTall, Ha CTOJI.

— IlpocTture.

— Yepr nobepy, 5 yxKe TpeTuu pas Tebe roBopio 06 3ToM. MHe IOBTOPHUTH €IlIe pa3?

XUKaH IIOBBICHUII T'OJIOC.

Hanmust youBIEHHO MOCMOTperna Ha Hero. OH TIOCMOTPET Ha Heé, B3MOXHY U KOCHYJICS eé ba.

— 3a0ynb 00 aToM. Yiinu.

IIBOpeLKUY TUXO BhIIIE. XMKaH CHOBA ITOCMOTPe Ha OyMaru, CTUCHYB 3yOHI.

B TeueHue gecsATH gHEW CUMITOMEI XMKaHa yXyOmaauch. Ceddac OH BHIKIIOYUI (hoHOTrpad, HO 93TO HE
3HAUMIIO, YTO €My CTaJlo JIydlle.

Ckopee Hao60poT. Temeps, gaxke €CIU OH CIIbIIIA UK He CIIBIIIAJ MY3HIKY, JIy4Ile eMy He ObLIO.

Ero pasgpaxkeHue yCUIUIIOCH, U Teneph [lanus easIMyA JHIMU CHOeNa V Hero B KabuHeTe, 01acascs,
YTO OH KOT'0-HUOYIb OOUIUT.

Bcsikuii pas, Korfa oH Bupen [lanuio, XukeH 4yBcTBoBa cnabocts. Ho maxe [lanmus yxe He
moMoraja eMy TakK XOpOIO, KaK paHbIIIe.

OHa mofKpasnach C3afu, YTOOH 0OHSTEH €ro.

— He npukacaiicst Ko MHe. { He yBepeH, 4YTO HUUETo He cfenaio Tebe.

OH MIPOroBOPHII 3TO XOJIOTHEIM T'OJIOCOM M u30exkKaln eé 00bITUH.



[lanus He coanachk.

OpHako HacTpoeHKe XWKaHa He [OIKHO ObITh CIUIIKOM BO30yKaeHo. OH cepxkKuBascs us-3a anuu,
HO OHa He MOI'Jla II03BOJIUTh €My "B30pBaThCAa".
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