— i gameén!

Kaxertcsi, pelllapsiM, YTO HAILIM TakK OBICTPO MUCHMO, TOTPeOyeTCsT BHIXOJHOM B KaueCTBE Harpahl.
YenoBek, KOTOPHIM AepKaJjl JIUCTOK B pyKax, OKa3ajcsd MaJb4MKOM-pHIIapeM TOTO Ke BO3pacTa, 4To U
Hanus.

Ha aToT pa3 Ha3BaHue KHUTH Ob1110 - [Cpok mericTBust 10 ner.]

— YTo 3HAUUT gecaTh neT? Kak monro onmutcs nro00Bb?

910 0OBUHEHUE B TOM, uTO Opak Eé BenuuectBa OymeT HEOONTUM?

Ianus B3s1a IUChMO U3 PYK DPHIIApPS U CIIPATAIIA €70 B CYMKeE:

— Coacu60 00JIBIIOe 3a [IOMOIIE.

— He 3a uTo!

Ianust CKJIOHMIIa I'0JI0BY B 00K, KOTia PHIAphb € MOKIOHUIICS.

MHe CTBIOHO, KOT{Ia MPOXUCXOAUT HEUTO IOJ00HOe.

— ¢ He Ipogenan HUKAKOM TSIKENOoM paboThl! - ManbuMK B3TISHYT Ha [lamnio, HO 110 KaKO#-TO
IPUYWHE ero JIUIO CTaJI0 OeJIbIM.

— He 6ymeMm ciummkoM cyeTuThcs. [laBaiiTe BEpHEMCS, - CKa3al XUKaH, MATKO fepxka [lanuio 3a
IJIe Y.

OGpaJIOBaBHII/ICB TOMY, 9TO BC€ BOCEMbDb ITKMCEM HAKOHEI] HaI;IJIeHBI, ,'[[am/m KHBHYIIaA C HpKOfI yan6K0ﬂ.

* % x

Ianvsa cynopozKHO B3[OXHYyJIa ¥ pacCTaBuUia BOCEMb ITUCEM OLHO 3a ApyruM. [locnenHuee ObLUIO BCE
ellé He BCKPHITO. Y cepplle meByIIKY KOIOTHIOCh. KoHEYHO, OHa Oblla 0UeHb pafia BO3MOXKHOCTH
nomoub Ee BenuuecTBy, HO M TMYHOT0O HHTEpPeCa IBHO HEMAJIO.

— Haxonen! - [lanus ¢ BoJIHEHMEM OTKpHIIa ITOCIeqHee IT1UCbMO, COOMpPasich Y3HATh OJUH K3 TJIaBHBIX
CEeKpPEeTOB KHUTH.

— Hanusa? - Bopyr XuKaH [I0CTy4aJll B ABEPh X KOPOTKO CKa3asl, IpeXae 4eM yCIbIaTh 0TBeT. — K



Tebe IPUIIET TOCTb.

— W kTO ke 3T0? - BAPYT OHa mobaBuna: — Cap Cenpuk?

MomnyaHue 03Ha4an0 yTBEePAUTENbHEIY O0TBET. [lanus B3OPOrHyia, TOPOIIMBO IIpuYecasia BOJIOCH U
CITyCTHUIaCh BHU3. FI3HAYaNbHO OH OBITT OYeHb BeXK/IUB. Tak 4To [IpUHIT He U3 TeX, KTO IOSIBUTCS
nepep [lanuei 663 MPUYUHBL WU IPEOyNpexRaeHus. B0 SICHO: YTO-TO MTPOUCXOMIHUT.

Korpga ,[[anm{ BOIIJIa B TOCTHUHYIO, TyT K€ YBUIEIIA CeupHKa C YCTAJIbIM BhIDAaXKE€HHEM JIUIIA.

— Hanusg. Mos MaTk... 6ompHa. CTaHOBUTCS BCE XyXkKe U XyxKe. OHa OyMaeT, 4TO B UX OTHOIIEHUSX C
TETEeU BUHOBATa TOJIBKO OHA. MEI MOXKEeM PeIIXTh 3TO B HacTosIee BpeMsa? - [IpuHIl mocMOTpen Ha
[anuio MpaYyHbIMU TT1a3aMu.

OTH CIOXKHBIE SMOLIMHY HEIb3S BBIPA3UTh OOBIYHBIMH CJIOBAMH.

4 y6enmumnack, 4To UMeHHO Kencuon npoMbin Mo3ru MmnepaTpuiie. Ho, KaxeTcsi, BCE 3alIlio
cnumkoM faneko. He OymeT nu ouutieHue ceridac 6ecnone3nsiM? U BrigepKuUT nu [IpuHI] 3T0?..

— Ianus, 3a 3T0 BpeMs s mpopenal 6ombiyio paboty. YTobsl cnactu Te6s1 1 Mamy. Ho... Bcé unér He
Tak xopoiuro. Yto OBl 5T HX TOBOPUJI, HE MOTY U3MEHUTh MHEHME MOei MaTepH, - Tonoc Cegpuka cral
THIIIE.

Bnepsrie anust Bumenna ero TakuM ciaa0beiM. Y cama oHa Ovla yOuTa ropeM. Baopyr nmpuHIl XKeCcTKO
CIIPOCHII:

— ¢ MOMHI0, YTO TH TOBOPHJIA MHE paHbIle. MHe OYeHb XKaJllb, YTO 5 MPUILIENT TaK BHe3amHo. Ho Th
HalllJla MUChbMa TETH? - YemocTu CempuKa ObIIM MJIOTHO CTUCHYTHL. — IIpoCcTH, 4TO 51 0OpaIiarch K
Tebe ¢ Tako¥ IMpochOOo.

— 9J10 He BuHa Ceppuka, - Hanusa gOTpoHynach go pyku [Ipunia.

['ma3a XukKaHa BCIBIXHYJIM OT III0KA, HO CelYac 3TO He UMeJIO 3HaYeHU .

— IIymato, s1 Mory ObITh oie3Ha MmmnepaTtpuiie. [Toimém K Hell BMecCTe.

* % x

Hamus u Cenpuk noexanu B MMnepaTopckuit [IBopell B ero Kapete. [1o mopore [IpuHIl 00eCCUIEHHO
3aKphUl rna3a. Ero pecHutsl gpoxanu. A cepate [amuu oT4yasiHHO 00JI€JI0 IPU BUMIE TaKOU
KapTHHEL.



— 4 gyBCTBYy10 ce6st TAaKUM TIyIEIM. BriepBrie B KU3HHU.

— Yro cka3ana Eé BenuuectBo?

I'maza Cean/IKa IIOTEMHEIH eIé CUIbHEE.

— Temeps 3TO He TOMBKO M3-3a beopnrl, He TakK Tu?

BBIpa}KeHI/Ie JInIa HpI/IHI_Ia BHITJIAOEJIO CIIMIIKOM OI"Op‘-IéHHBIM.

— Ha. Tel mpaBa. Mama mpocTo...

— OHa gyMaert, 4TO TH 00MKaelbCs Ha Hee?

— B03MO0XKHO, 3TO 13-3a MOEro OTHOILIEeHUd. 1 HEMHOr0 ycTal.

Ianust 3aMeTHIIa UCTOIIHEIM B3m0oX [IpuHIla, KOTa OH BEITEP JIMIO HAcyx0. TpaBMa
pacmpocTpaHsnack U Ha Cempuka. Bemb MeXOy HUM ¥ MaMO¥M BO3HUKJIO laBHEe HEOOIOHUMaHue.

— Ceppuxk! - mo3Bana ero [amus.

Torpa [TpuHI yOUBIEHHO B3TJIAHYI Ha He€. OHa IOAHSTIA PYKU U JIETOHBKO, clleTKa 6071e3HEHHO
NIJIETHYJIa IPUYKWHA 10 IeKaM.

— Tebe HyKHO yCIIOKOUTHCS. Bcé OymeT xopoto.

K cuacteio, Janus cobpania Bce muckMa. M ecnu I'eplioruHs - ofHa U3 MPUYHH JeIIPECCUH, 3TO,
HECOMHEHHO, moMoxkeT. OHa B THeBe IT0Kadalla TOJI0BOM, ITOCEe Yero Imociajna moMoIlnHrka Ceqprka
CBSI3aThCS C Mepumou.

HGBYI.HKEI, C KOTOpOfI PaHbllle HUKTO He CBA3LIBAJICA, O4Y€HDb 3JIETaHTHO BEBIIIIA U3 KaPETHhI:

— Hrak, g cobupaioch MpefCcTaBUTh MOIO JIY4IIyI0 IOAPYTY BAOBCTBYIOIIeH MMmepaTpuiie,
IIPaBUJILHO?

Hanus ¢ sHTYy3Ma3MOoM KUBHYyJa. Torga Mepuaa n3pgasna B3H0X:

— Hy, 3To npocro.



— Cmnacu6o, Mepuna.

— He 3a 4T0, - 0TBETHUIIA OHA C HECKOJIBKO YT'PIOMEIM BEIDA2KE€HHUEM JIUIIA.

3areM, moriaxkuBast PyKy, OHa HOTPOHYIACh IO JIasuu.

— A? - geByIIKa YAUBIEHHO IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha Mepuny, oOBYHO KpaliHe apUCTOKPATUYHYIO U
COepXKaHHYIO.

Co CTOPOHHI Ka3aJioCh, CIIOBHO OHU - CTaphle TIOAPYTH. Bemb 00BIYHO - 0Y€Hb TPy00 U
HETI03BOJIUTEILHO TPOTATh YY2KOT0 YejIoBeKa. Mepuia, 3aMeTUB 3aMelIaTeTbCTBO JeBYIIKH,
CKasasa:

— 310 peneTunud. MBI DOTKHEL BEITISOETh, Kak Imogpyru. He HOJIYMaﬁ HHUYETOo IIJII0XO0ro.

— Ax, BepHO.

Bckope kapeTta npu6brina B Mmneparopckuit [[Bopell. [lanust oTipaBuiack ¢ Mepupmoi Bo [[Bopert
Hwmnepatpuiisl. M Ha BX0[e OHU CTOJIKHYJIACH C IIpaBUTesleM. Mepupa MOCIIeIHO T0KJIOHUTIACk, a
[anus nonelTanach BEIKa3aTh HEyBakKeHNEeM, Kak BOPyr VMiMmepaTop 0CTaHOBUTI €€:

— Mucc Hanus, - TOBOPHUJII OH C HE2KHOCTEIO 1 MeJIaHXOJIMeM B I'a3a, — cracubo, 4To IIpuIljia K HaM
Ha IIOMOIIb. Thl MOXKEIIIb IIOIIPABUTLCA, MOSI MHJIAAd XKEHaA...

U xots1 UMmniepaTop ynwi0acs, B ero rojioce Clblilianack KOBapHas Cepbe3HOCTh. [lanus He0CO3HAHHO
KUBHYJIA.

— 4 3acTaBIio BCEX IMOIJIATUTHCS 3a TO, UTO IIPOM30IIIIO0, - I''Ta3a MYXKYHWHEI Me€PIalii, KaK y 3BEPS.

Ho Bckope Wmneparop noriapui [anuio mo BojocaM u ucye3. OHa riy60Ko B3TOXHYJIA U
HaTpaBuiachk K Mepupe u crnansHe MMneparpulisl. [[eByIKa BeCeIo OCTy4ana B ABEPh U CKa3asa:

— Bame BennuectBo, s 30€ech!

— BxopguTe, - MOCIBIIIANICS HpI/Il"J'IYH.IéHHHﬁ HaJITpeCHYTBIfI TOJIOC U3HYTPHU.

Mepupa nogmursyina Hanuu, 4ToOB Ta BoIIa. [IeByIIKa HEJIOBKO II0C/IefloBalia 3a Hell. YcTanas
JKEeHIIIMHA CMOTpesia Ha HUX MpPavyHBIMU I'ma3aMu. OQHAKO JUII0 €€ CUsI0, KOrma OHa CMOTpesa Ha
Mepupny. Ho 3ametus Hanuto, MMnepaTpuila HallpsAriach:

— Yro 3gech npoucxogut, Mucc Hanusg?
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