Brina i CueHHa mpokisiTa boruuei CynbObl, HO 3TO ObITM HEeB3aUMHEIE 4yBCTBa. CHEHHA,
KPECThsIHCKAs OEeBYILIKa, BEIPOCIIas Ha Kpaio CeBepa, TOJIBKO IOCIie CBambOH y3Hama, 9yTo y Kapia
yXke Oblyia HeBeCTa, ¥ YTo UxX Opak ObUT He 00Jlee UeM MOJTUTUYECKUM MaHEBPOM.

CueHnHa 3ayMbBIBAIaCh HAl 3TUM COTHHU TBICAY PaA3.

«Ecnu Ol 51 3Haa, 4To psimoM ¢ KapioMm yxe Oblsla HeBecTa o ©UMeHH biy6er, u 94To 3TO BCero
JIUIIH TIOJTUTAYECKUH MaHeBp, 51 OBl 0TKa3ajlach BEIUTH 3a HET'0 3aMyXK. Heyxkenu OH MeHs HeHaBUOET
13-3a ero Bpaxkawl C Apuen?»

3Has, 4YTO OHA HUKOTTa He CMOXKeT BEPHYThCS B TO BpeMsi, CHeHHa 3aflaBajiach 9TUM BOIIPOCOM CHOBa
¥ CHOBA, HO OTBET Bcerga OBl OTpUllaTeNbHEIM. [laxe ecyu Obl OHA U CMOTJIa BEPHYTLCS B TO BPeMH,
CueHHa BCe paBHO pelnia Obl BEIUTH 32 HETO 3aMyX.

«B03MOXKHO, 1 HEJOCTAaTOYHO IIpumnarajia YCHHHfI. Ecnu 6wl g1 BCe menana JIy41Ie... Ecnu GBI S TOJTBKO
CTapaliaCbk U30 BCEX CHUII, YTOOHI HpI/I6HI/I3I/ITbCH 1 3aBO€BaATh €TI0 JOBEPHE, KOI'Ma OH ITEITAJICA
OTOAJIUTBCA...»

Haxe ecmu ObI OHa U He MOJTyYKIIa BCE €ro CEepAlle U pa3yM, pa3Be OHA He CMOTJIa Okl OTyYUTh
MaJIeHbKYIO YaCTHYKY 3TOT0 YejloBeKa? Pa3Be oHa He cMorja Ol YBUAETH XOTS OBl YACTUYKY €r0
UCKPEHHEeH YIIbIOKM?

CueHHa BCE elllé He 0TKa3ajlach OT CBOMX 3aTSKHBEIX YyBCTB K Kapimy.

— [louemy 4...

OHa Orlna 00eCIIoKOeHa ropeM KOPOHBI, JyMasi 0 HeC4aCTHOU XKM3HHU, C KOTOPOU CTONKHeTCs [1xKo3ed
13-3a ee NaBHUX YyBCTB U ofepxkuMocTy. OHa efjBa MOrJia CAepXKaTh CBOM KPUK, XOTA 3HaJla, YTO
nepen Hel KopojeBa Apus, U YTO pacIlylakaThCs Mmepeq APYyruMu ObLIO0 eiiCTBUEM, KOTOPOe HaHeceT
y11ep6 HOCTOMHCTBY UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbU.

— WmnepaTpuiia CreHHa, — JIaCKOBO Iporesia Apus u nepedpaiach Ha €e CTOPOHY. 3aTeM OHa
PYKOM CXBaTHJIa KOHUMK mogooponka CHeHHE ¥ 3aCTaBUjIa MEBYIIKY B3TISHYTh Ha Hee. OHa
TOBOPHIIA APYKEeN00HO, BEITUPAs CJIe3k], KOTOPEIE CKATHIBAIACH M0 meKaM CHeHHEI, (HOJTeTOBEIM
ITIeJIKOBHIM TIJTATKOM.

— YTo 3a cie3wl? { Ke roBopusa BaM, UTO YEJIOBEK, CUAAIINY Ha MeCTe UMIIePaTPUIIbl, HE MOXKET
IJ1aKaTh TaK IIPOCTO. BMECTO cie3 Bl JOJIKHEI YILIOATHCS U BRIICHUTD, KaK IPEOoCTepeyb YeI0BeKa,
KOTOPBIA CMYTHII Bac.

HecmoTps Ha TO, UTO OHa, Ka3ayoch, mopuiana CueHHy, KOTopas IjlaKala, ee rojioc 3Bydasl 04eHb
IpyxKeo0HO.



W3-3a aToro CueHHa He MOTJIa JepxkKaTh ApHuIio Ha paccTossHuY. YeM GoIbIlle OHa Iolaranach Ha Hee,
TeM 6oJIbIlle OHA 3Haja, 4To Kaps 6yneT HeHaBUAETh ee, HO OHa Oblla eMUHCTBEHHOM, KTO 3a00THIICS
o CueHHe BO [IBOpIlE, TOE HUKOMY He OBLIO fesa [0 He€. Apusi MSATKO YIHIOHYIach e U CKa3asa:

— Ecnu T OKaxkelb MHe YCIIyTy, s o0elaio, 4To chenalo npuHia [Ixo3eda craenynommm
MUMIIEPATOPOM.

KoponeBa Apusi yBepeHHO ynbIOHyMach eit, Ho CueHHa TYyIIO ycTaBUlach Ha Hee. Ee cjioBa 3By4anu
He KaK IIpeqsoxkeHue caenath [xo3eda nMIepaTopoM, a Kak IpenioxkKeHue coenaTh ero JobuMieM
Kapna.

— BrI cobupaeTech cuenath [Ixko3eda modumiieMm Kapia BMecTo TOro, YToObl MPOTUBUTHCS eMy?

CrnoBa Apuu Ka3anuch 60jee abCypOHEIMU, YeM UCTOPHUS O BLIMEPIIEM OPAKOHE, YIIaBLUIEM Ha 3eMJIIO
c nyusl. TeM He MeHee, CeHHa MMPOCTO X0TeJla BEPUTh TOMY, UTO Ta e TOBOpHUIIa.

— Ilouemy...

— OTO 04eHb IPOCTO. BrIcTymIaens?

CueHHa, IJIeHEHHAS CJI0BAMU KOPOJIEBH, KUBHYa. OHa OBl corylacuiach, faxe eciiu OBl caM [bSIBOI
ee CIIPOCHII, He TOBOPS yXKe 0 KoposneBe Apuu. Ecnu [[2kKo3ed He MOT MPOXKUTH TaK XKU3Hb, €T0 TUTYIT
IPUCYIUIT €T0 K 9TOMY...

— 4 cobupalock IPUTOTOBUTD TaHeIl AJisi OaHKeTa II0 cllydalo poxaeHus npuHia [Ixo3eda. Ecnu
MMIIEPATOP CIPOCUT O HEM, IOXKAJIyHUCTa, CKaXXUTe eMy, 4To uMmnepatpuua CueHHa TUYHO BhI3Bala
nX, 4TOOH OTIIpa3gHoBaTh [leHb Poxnenus npuHia [xo3eda. 4 yBepeHa, 94To 3T0 OyAeT O0IbIION
IIOaPOK [JId IIPUHIA.

Kak mMoxHO cmenath [[2ko03eda ClenyomuM IMIepaTOpoOM, eCJIA OHa ITPOCTO MIPUMET MaJIeHbKYI0
npock0y? Ho CueHHa TyIo KMBHYJIa, He CIIpaluBas Aprio OOJIbIEe HU O YEM.

— Kpowme TOT0, eciu uMIiepaTop CIIPOCUT 0 OOJIBIION KOPOOKe, TOMEIIEHHON MeXIy TaHIYIOIMIUMHU,
CKaXXHTe eMy, YTO 3TO KOJIBIOe b, TPUTOTOBIIEHHAS s MpHUHIla [Iko3eda MpUHIIEM YOTepcoM,
OTIIOM UMIIepPaTPHUIlbl CHeHHEI.

B TOT meHb rna3a UMIEpPaTPHUIE ObUIHM TOX0XKHY Ha TJla3a SHOBUTOM 3MeH, HO CHeHHa M30 BCEX CHII
CTapanach BEHIOPOCUTH 3Ty MBIC/Ib M3 TOJIOBH. Apusi Oblna XKEeHIIMHOM, KOTOpas BCerya 3ajaThiBajia
panel, nonydeHHble CueHHOM M3-3a Kapia, KOTOpPHIM He 3Hal, 4TO y Hee Ha yMe. CHeHHa [oJIXKHa
OBl7Ia TOBEPSITH EH.

)%k



Banker, 1o cny4ato [[HS poxmeHus npuHiia [Ixo3eda, mporen rnagko. CueHHa BeiOpasa romayboe
IJIaThe, PACIIUTOE JTHIUSIMH.

— Benoe kemuyxkHOe oxepenbe nogoipet? Unu ke Brl X0TUTe KpaCHOe 0XKepenbe?

Ckasara ciyxaHKa XavuH, MeHAS 0xXepelbs Ha liee CUeHHEI.

— XKeMuyxKHOe 0Kepesibe BHITIAIUT MUJIBIM 1 HEBUHHEIM, a KpacHOe oxkepesibe OymeT
IIPOBOKALIMOHHBEIM U NIPUBJIEKATENIbHBIM, TIOTOMY YTO OHO COUYETAETCS C PHIZKUMU BOJIOCAMU
nMiepatpullsl. Kakoe Bam Oosbinie HpaBUTCA?

CueHHa He OTBETHJIa Ha BOIIPOC XauH.

— He umeeT 3HauYeHUsI, KaKOe oxepesbe 5 Holy... OH He 6yIeT CMOTPeTh Ha MeHSsI, UTO OBl 51 HU
mesnajia, Tak 3aYeM MHe OHO?

CueHHa mmocMoTpesna Ha ce6s B 3epKao. OTpaxkeHue OBIJIO IPeKpacHBIM. B HEM OBbI/IM BUTHH €€
BBIOILIECS PHIKKE BOJIOCH], CIIafalollye Ha e€ IIJIeYl, U CUSoLINe 3eeHble riaa3a. Ha Hocy y Hee
Oblu OieHBIE BECHYIIKY, KOTOPhIe [ejlali ee IT0X0XKeH Ha COJIHIle, HO, BOSMOXKHO, 6ojee
CHepXKaHHOM U YUCTOH, UeM 0ObIYHO, IIOTOMY 4YTO XauH TUIATeNIbHO ITOKPhIJIa UX ITyIPOH.

Ho Cuenna He Moryia BupeTh ce0s B 3epKajie. ['onyborna3as nruiia, He UMelolas HIKaKoro JPyroro
I[B€TA, MOTJIa OBl BHITJISIAETh KPACHBOM, HO B HEH OBIJIO TOBKO OTYASTHHE U CMUDPEHHE.

— Brto BpeMsi, Korfa B 3THX Ila3ax Oblia HageXkaa...

BrIno BpeMs, KOTrga CuenHa Hapedaachb, 4TO €CJIM OHa IIOIIBITAeTCsA, TO CMOXKET HpI/IGHI/I3I/ITbCH K
KapJIy. Ho xorga oHa momnsiTanach HpI/IGHI/I?’I/ITBCf{ K HEMY, TO IIOJIy4HJIa JIMIIb OUHU3M U IIPE3PEHUE.

Kak Obl OHa HU Hafieslach, €C/IM OHa IIPOMOJIKUT TepIeTh Heyady, TO CTaHeT Oe3HanekHOU u OyneT
6osAThCA maxke BcTaTh. BoT uTo ciayuunock ¢ Cuennou. OHa ycTasna u 6osinmack, uto Kapn 6ymet
CMesThCS U HeHaBuzeTh ee. OHa 1mopyMara, YTo Impeanoysa Okl 0CTaThCs B CBOEH JBOPLIOBOM
KOMHaTe, I0TOMY 4TO He X0TeJla, YTOOH OH ee YBUMEIL.

— Batre MMnepaTopckoe BennuecTBo, HaCIeOHBIM TPHAHI] BXOIUT.

Ycneimas cinoBa XanH, CueHHa KMBHYIIA.

Ho tenept oHa Onina MaTepbio pebeHKa. Kak Obl et He Ob110 O0bHO U3-3a Kapia, oHa xoTena
nogaputh [xo3edy cuacTauBylo XKu3Hb. OIHAKO, 3TO HUKAK He IIOMOTIJIO0 el n30aBUTHCS OT CJie3
OTYasIHUS.



XettH mpuHecna [Ixko03eda, KOTOpOro HsiHbKa repefana CueHHe. Pe6eHOK ObII TAKUM MaJIEHbKUM U
MUJIBIM, YTO OBIIO CTPAHHO BUOETh, KAK OH ObIIUT. Kaxkmwii pas, korga [1ko3ed ObIIIaa CBOMM
MaJIeHbKUM HOCUKOM, €ro TagOHU B3qparuBaii.

— XauH, g 6yny mepxarts [IxKo3eda.

— Ho Torpma BB IOMHETE CBOE IIIaThe.

— Bce BHUMaHUe cerofHs OymeT Ha [IxKo3ede. f yBepeHa, 4TO HUKOMY HET fiejia 10 MOEro MSITOTO
IIJIaThsI, MOETO OKEPEbs UIU YTO-TO EIIIE.

-Ho...

XavH B3BOJIHOBAHO II0CcMOTpesia Ha CrerHy. OHa X0OPOLIO [T0HKUMasla, YTO UMIIepaTpulla, KOTOPOX OHA
CIIyKWJia, He MIPUBJIEK/Ia BHUMaHUS UMIIepaTopa. B HEKOTOPOM CMEIC/IE, OHA YyBCTBOBasa cebs
6oree 4yBCTBUTEILHOM K 3TOMY, yeM cama CueHHa.

-HaBaiy, XauH!

XavH KHMBHYyNa U niepenasna peberka CuenHe. CueHHa fepKasa Ha pykax [Iko3eda, KOTOPBINA OBIT
3aBEPHYT B KpacHBIe ofiesiHUSA. Pe6eHOK yNbIOHYIICS, TOTSHYBUIUCh K HEW, y3HaBasl CBOIO MaTh.
OnuBKOBHIE TIa3a, HalOMUHAIKe rina3a Kapna, 6nectenu.

XaunH cKa3ana:

— KaxeTcs, OH mpu3Has CBOI UMIIePATPHUITy, TIOTOMY YTO OH TaKO# YMHBIN. S TOBOPIO 3TO ITOTOMY,
YTO Kak TonbKo Ee BricouecTBo y6aioKaia CBOEro BHYKa, OH YIIBIOHYJICS TONBKO CBOEH MMIIePaTPHUIIE.

— Bepro. Kako# npoHUIIaTENbHEIN PeOEHOK...

CuenHa OblIa TPOHYTA [0 CJe3 TeM, YTo PeOeHOK, II0X0XKUM Ha ee mobumoro Kapra, momxeH ObuUT
pacTy B TEHU UMIIepaTopa.

— XawuH, g He Oyny HafileBaTh 0XKepejbe, HO He MOTJIa Obl TH IPUHECTU MHE CaMBIX BIIeYaTIISIONINH
13 00BIYHEIX TAHT'00*, MoxkanyicTa? CeromHs B IleHTpe BHUMaHuUs [[3k03ed, Tak 4TO, I HAJEI0Ch, YTO
3TOT pebeHOoK OymeT cusiTh O0JIbIlIe BCeX Ha OaHKeTe. - CKa3asla OHa, CepPKUBas CJIe3Hl.

(Tauroo*- meneHaHue omeXObl MU IETCKOE OIessIo.)

— BEI TOXKe OOMXKHEI CUSTh, Kak HMIIEPATPUIla, MAaThk HACJIEAHOT'O IIPHUHIIA. Kak 1mmo mHe, KeM4YyxKHOe
0ZKepeJibe BRITJIAOUT HAMHOI'O JIy4IIIE...



— Xanuu!

Korpa CuenHa Ha3Bajla ee UMs TBEPHO, XauH HEOXOTHO KUBHYIIA.

— B ranr6o ectb BREIIIMBKA, KOTOPYIO A BEIIIHWIIA OJIA IIPHUHIIA C JIEBOM CTOPOHEI. XoTure HOCMOTpeTB?

Korga CueHHa KHMBHYJa I'0ojioBo#, XauH, KOTOpas Bejeja OPyroi ciyxkaHke cOeraTh ¥ MIPUHECTH €TO0,
pasnoxumna ero nepen CUeHHOM U CTala XBacTaThCs UM. KpacHbIN ranr60 ObII PaCIIUT OOIBIINM
30JI0THIM OPaKOHOM, KOTOPHIM Ccpaxarscs co 3Meéi. CieHHa BOCXUTHUIACh YBUIEHHOM KapTUHOM.

— 3TO IeUCTBUTENLHO BEIUKOJIEITHO.

— IIpaBpa? {1 oueHb MHOTrO paboTaina, 4ToOH coenaTth 3T0. OHa OygeT XOpOIIo CMOTPETHLCS Ha
IIpUHIIE, He TakK Jiu?

CueHHa ynbIOHYJIACh €e CJI0BaM U KUBHYIIA.

CueHHa, 3aBepHYBIIas [[2ko3eda B KpaCHOe raHr6o, HalrpaBUIach K 6aHKeTHOMY 3aiy. COmaTh,
OXPaHSIOIIKe BXOM B 3aJl, YBUENH €€ ¥ OTKPHIIU IBEPb.

Korpa oHu Bouutu B 0aHKETHBIN 3aJl, My3bIKAaHTHL 3aUTPajiy NapagHyo My3HIKY. ADHCTOKPATHI,
KOTOpHIe 3apaHee HaclaXaalnuch 0aHKeTOM, TOKJIOHUNKCh CueHHe, KOTa OHa npoxoauia MuMo. OHa
HaIpaBJIsiiach K CBOEMY MeCTY Hafi TpUOYHOM.
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