B cTomoBoit koponb [xepsuc u Odenus yKe CUIeNd Ha CBOUX CTYJbIX, oxunas Mnekca. XoTs OHH
yXKe 3Hamu, 4To MmeKc mui BClo HOYb, OHM He 0XKHUOAJIU, YTO OH TaK HAIIbeTCs.

Kopons [IXepBuC B30OXHYII.

-OH ¥ BIIpaBOy 0mo3fall. - IIocie 3Toro y Hero Oklla BCTpeYa ¢ KaHIIepoM Besto, 4ToOk 06CyIUTh
(buHaHCOBEIE Iefla ACTepHH, 3a KOTOPOU ITOCTIeoBala elle oOfHa BCTpeya C MUHUCTPOM (DUHAHCOB.
I[Tocre 3TOro Ha €ro CTOJIE XKMaJia CTOIKA MOKyMeHTOB. Ho KakuM Obl 3aHSITEIM HU GBI KOPOJIb
[2KepBUC, OH BCE PABHO XOTEJI II03aBTPAKATh CO CBOUMHU [ETHMH.

-MoXeT, OH CJTUIIKOM CHJILHO HamuJICs, 4YTOOb MPOCHYTHCS, - CKadana Odenus. [Tocne paccraBaHus
C AHTeJIOM OHa pellnsia I0CIeloBaTh er0 COBETY, YTOOHI YIyUIIUTh CBOM OTHOIIEHUS C KOPOJIeM
IxepBrcoM u MnmekcoM, a TakKe MPOBOOUTE O0IbIlle BpEMEHU C APYTUMU ABOPSHKaMHU. [IocTerneHHO
ee Tevasb Hayasla ¥c4ye3aTh, ¥ OHa Hadajla MIPMHAMATh HOBYIO KU3Hb. Y Hee Obljla TOJILKO OfHA
npoch0a, OHa MOMPOoCHIa IepeHeCTu ee KOMHATY B CTapylo KOMHATy AHTreJa.

Koporns [IxxepBuc nosepHyics K Odpenuu.

-TvI 3HaeIs, moyeMy OH Hanuucs? - [Tocne yxoma AHrena KopoJb [IKepBucC npruKa3an Unekcy
OCTaThCS B 3aMKe, YTOOBI ITOMOYb OTPEMOHTHUPOBATH I'OPOMICKYIO CTEHY M 3aHSIThCS [ejIaMU 3aMKa,
TIOCKOJIBKY OH OBIJT CITUIIKOM 3aHST 3a00ToM 0 ¢puHaHcax Actepuu. KpoMe Toro, Kopoms [I:KepBuc
crenan 3To, IIOTOMY YTO OH Bce ellle 0eCIIOKOUIICS 0 paHax Miiekca u He MO3BOJISII €My [IeHCTBOBATh
6e3paccynHo, TOCKOIbKY OJHO U3 TIOJI0KEHUM COTJIallleHNUs 3aKJII0Yaroch B TOM, YTO €CJIM KTO-TO
ToTEITaeTCS yOUTh AHTesna, oH/oHa OymeT o0e3raBiieH, faxke eciu 3T0 OyfeT 4JieH KOPOJIeBCKOU
CEMbH. .

-4 He 3Haw0. MoXKeT, 3TO KaK-TO CBSI3aHO C AEBYIIKOK? fl ciblllana, OH YacTO TalHO BCTpedascs
MeBYIIKOX B IPYTOM KOPOJIEBCTBE, HO g He 3Hal0, KTO OHa, - oTBeTwiIa Odenus.

-IleBylliKa U3 Apyroro KoposuescTBa? - Kopomnb [Ixxepsuc Haxmypuscs. OH 3Has, 4To Mnekcy ogHaXabl
nmoHpaBuiaack Po3a, u oH nocemian ee B 3edpupe. K coxkanenuio, Po3a X0100HO K HEMYy OTHECTIACh.
[Tocne sToro Minekc c meBymKaMU TOJIBKO UTpajl, IpUrjlallas TaHIeBaTh Ha KaXOol BeUepHUHKe
pa3HbIX geByieK. Ho gaxe B 9aToM ciydae Umekc coxpaHu CBOI PENyTalyio U HUKOT[a He Clajl HU
C OOHOM U3 HUX.

-OTKypa THL 9TO 3Haellb? - CHOBA CIIPOCHUII KOPOJIb [IKepBuc.

-HeKOTOpHe 3HATHBIE KEHINWHBI CKa3aldd 3TO Ha YaelUTHUHU OBa OHI Has3ad. Ho, moxoxe, OH oepKail
9TO B CEKpPeTe, IIOTOMY UTO 3Ta OEBYIIIKaA Oblna HpOCTOHIOJII/IHKOﬁ, - CHOBa CKa3adJla O(bem/m.

-Torga nydine fepKaTh 9TO B CEKPETe, [T0Ka OH He JKEHUTCS Ha Xopoliei 6y1aropogHoi game. Ecnu
OHa eMy BCe ellle HPaBUTCS, OH MOXKET CHEIaTh €€ HaJI0XKHUIEH, - CKa3asl Kopoib [[xkepsuc. Ha
caMoM fiejie, OH He XOTeJI, 4TOOHI y KOpOoJis uiau OyayIiero Kopossi OBII0 gBe XKeHbl, IOTOMY YTO
00BIYHO 3TO TOIBKO CcO3maBano 6obile mpobnem. Ho BMecTo TOTo, 4TOOH TO3BOMUTH MEKCy



KOHYHUTH, KaK ero 0paT, MOTePsBINKI XKeHY 3a IpefejlaMi 3aMKa, OH He BO3paxaJl IaTh CBOE
pa3peleHue.

Paspgancsa cTyk. Bomnu gBa CIIyru U IOKJIOHUJIUCS.

-Bame Benuuectso, npuni Mnekc He oTBeTus HaM. I10X0XKe, OH BCe ellle CIIUT.

Kopons [I;xepBuC CHOBa B3[IOXHYJI. ITO OBINI ITePBHIM pa3, Korga Mmekc Tak HAMUJICs, YTO He MOT
ITPOCHYTHCS K 3aBTPAKY.

-Xoporo. CerogHs MH II03aBTpakaeM 6e3 Hero. - Koposb [IkepBuc momMaxai mepeq cooom
KOJIOKOJTbYMKOM, ¥ HECKOJIBKO CJIYT IIPUHECIH HEOOJIbIIYIO TEeIeXKKY, HAllOJTHEHHYIO KPaCHBOMN
nocynou. Bckope nepen HUMHU OHY 3a OPYTOil CTay CTaBUTh XOPOIIO IIPUTOTOBIEHHEIE OITi0ofa.

Korpma xopons [IxepBuc u Odenusi cXBaTUIU CBOU CTOJIOBBIe TPUOOPHI, pa3facs CTYK, u Mmekc
BODPBAJICA B KOMHATY.

-HpOCTI/ITe MEH$ 3a OII03[aHue, OTell, - CKa3all Miekc, KinaHsgsaCh.

Kopons [Oxepsuc u Odenus nocmotpenu Ha Minekca. Ero py6amrka Oniia B 6eCriopsigke, Kak u ero
BOJIOCHI, €T0 TH/IKAK OB PACCTETHYT, U 110 €0 JIUITY ObIT0 BUAHO, YTO MeKc maxe He YMBIBAJICS.
9T0 GBIT0O HEBEIHOCUMO, HO, TIOCKOJIBKY OHU [yMaJH, 4To MTeKc TObKO 4TO pa30uiu cepmalle, OHU

HUYEro He CKa3all.

-[IpuBengu B MOpPSAOK CBOIO OPMY U CafuCh, - CKa3as KOpoJb [KepBucC.

Wnekc oTBETUN eMY JIETKUM KUBKOM, ¥ OBICTPO MPUBEN B OPSAHOK hopmy u cen. B Hoc Kopons
HxepBuc u Odenuu TOHOCUICS 3araxX aJTKOoTroJIs.

-Unekc, 4To ciny4unoch? - 06eCIIOKOEHHO CKa3all KOpohb [KepBuc.

-4 ... - Unekc 3amomyan Ha nonycioBe. OH He MOT CKa3aTh 9T0 cBoeMy oty u Odenun, HO CKa3aTs,
YTO y HETO HeT mpobyeM, Toxke OblJI0 HeBO3MOXKHO. OH 000psIoIIe YIABIOHYIICS UM.

-9T10 mpocTo nu4Hoe feno. He 6ecnokoiiteck 060 MHe. Ceifiyac MHe Jydlne, - cka3an Wnekc.

Odenust 00eCIIOKOEHHO IMOCMOTpea Ha HMiekca.

-Bpar, ecnu Tebe HyKHO C KeM-HUOYIb IIOTOBOPUTh. THl MOKEIITh TOTOBOPUTE CO MHOM, - UCKPEHHE
ckaszana Odenus. OHa 3HaJA, YTO KaK KOPOJIEBCKAs CeMbs, KakK IpUHII, UIeKC He MOT HUKOMY
paccka3biBaTh 00 3TOM, YTOOHI IIOAOEPKUBATH CBOI0 PEIYTAIUIO, HE TOBOPS yKe O TOM, YTOOBI



IIOKa3aThb CBOHU CJIE3HI. KpOMe TOrO, O(beJ'[I/IH TO2K€ 9yYBCTBOBaJIa TAKYIO XK€ I'DYCTh K3-3ad pa361/IT01"O
cepala, TOYHO TdK XkKe, KaK ¥ OH, OHd, KOHEYHO, ITIOHKUMaJld, YTO YyYBCTBOBAJI Hnexc.

-O3HayvaeT M 3TO, UTO CIyXu 0 TeOe U 9TOM IMIPOCTOIOOUHKE BEPHEI? - IIPSIMO II0 [IeJTy CIIPOCHIT
KOPOJIb [I3KepBuc.

Hnekc 3amomnuan. OH yxKe 3Hal 0 ClIyXaX, HO CllellMaibHO HAYEro He cKa3ajl. [laxke eCiu CIyxu He
COOTBETCTBYIOT IeCTBUTENILHOCTH, 3TO OBIIO II0JIE3HO, €C/IM OOHAXK/IB €My ITOHaf0OUTCS KaKasi-To
IPUYMHA, YTOOBI 3aMECTH CJIEObI, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHLCS C MIBETTOH.

Wx pa3roBop mpepBas CTyK. Ciyra OTKpPHLUI IBEPb.

-Ero BenmuecTBoO €cCT, ImpuaeTe 1mo3xe, - CKa3all CIIyra.

-IlaliTe MHe yBUAJETh KOpPOid. {1 yBEpEH, 4YTO OH 3aX04YeT yCJIbIIIaTh MOM OTYET, - CKa3aJl CTPaKHUK B
acTepuaHCKou GhopMe.

-Boycturte ero, - cka3asn KopoJsb [IxxepBuc. X0Td eMy He HPaBUJIOCh, YTO €r0 BPpeMS C CeEMbe
IIPEPHIBAETCS, OH 3HAJI, YTO CTPAXKHUK He MOT OECIIOKOUTH eTr0 6€3 MPUYUHHEL.

CTpa}KHI/IK BOIIIEJI B KOMHATY U ITIOKJIOHUJICA.

-Bamme BenmuuecTBo, s TOJIBKO YTO MOIYYHIT U3BEeCTHE, UTO JidopuoH mobenusn [IpakoHuc u 3edpup, -
CKa3aJl CTPaXXHUK [IPOXKAIIUM I'0JI0OCOM. DTO ObLJI EPBLIN pa3, KOTrMa OH CIIBIIAJ 0 KOPOJie, KOTOPHIH
MOT CfieJlaTh 3TO 3a TaKOe KOPOTKOE BPeMsi.

KOpOJ'Ib H}KepBI/IC u O(l)em/m He MOT'JIX CKPEBIThH CBOET'O IIIOKaA. Me}Kny TeM, BhIPDaXKEeHHue JInIa Wnekca
HEe U3MEHHUJIOCh, IIOTOMY YTO OH 3HAJI 3Ty HOBOCTE C HpOH.U'IOfI HOYHU.

-OTKy[ma TH y3Hal 3Ty HOBOCTh? - HEIOBEPYMBO CIIPOCUII KOPOJIh [I3KepBHUC.

-Ot reHepaia ['as, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO, - OTBETUJI CTPAXKHUK.

Koporns [IxxepBuc Mom4da, IOTOMY YTO OH 3HaJI, YTO reHepas ['ail He Mor nrath. KpoMe TOro, oH BCce
PaBHO HUYEro He MOIY4nI U3 CBoel nxku 00 3ToM. TeM BpeMeHeM MIleKC CTUCHYI PYKH, COePXKUBas
rHeB. Ho HeHaoIro, eMy B rOJI0BY IIpUILTIa UAES.

"Tlogoknmu MUHYTY. ECTTi 9TOT He3aKOHHOPOXKIeHHE pebeHoK nobequn 3edup, pa3Be 3TO He
3HauuT, 4To MiBeTTa MOXKeT B30WTH Ha ImpecTon?" Ha rybax Mekca mosiBuIach yXMBIIKa.

"Torpa ... MHe HY2KHO CHOBa CBSI3aThCSl CO CBOEU BO3JII00JIEHHON ¥ COCTABUTh HOBHIM IlJIaH."
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