Bo mBoper, roe xuBeT MMmnepaTpulia, TOCTOPOHHKME He MOTYT 0e3paccyqHO BOUTH. TOTBKO
OMMXKAWIIUM ITOMOITHUKAM MMIiepaTpuIiibl, KOTOPEIX OBITIO KpaiHe Majio, UMeNd Ty[aa JOCTyIL. [Ipyrue
MOJIXKHBI OBITA MTPOCUTD ayAUEHIINH, KakK 1 MyX MmmnepaTpuilsl, iMmnepaTop, Tak U ero OeTH.

Haxe cerogus MMmepaTpulla MpoBOA¥Ia MHOT'O BDEMEHH B CBOEM Cafy, HECMOTPS Ha MPUCYTCTBUE
CBOUX CHIHOBeW. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, BTopoit [TpuHi u Tpetuit [IpuHIl, CTOSBINNE T00AANh, TIOMOIITN B
MaTepH.

HMmnepaTpuiia oOpe3ana CagqoBEIMM HOXKHUIIAMY KPAaCHBIE IIBETH, TOX0XKKE Ha JIWIUH.

— Martymika. (II/o: B fTaHHOM CJly4Yae UCIIOJIb3YeTCs He «<OMaHU», @ KOMaHUM», TO €CThb -HUM,
o003HayYawIlee YBaXKUTEeIbHOE OTHOIIIEHUE, HO, IyMalo, 3TO 3HAIOT Bce. [IpoCcTo Ha pyCCKUi 5
TIOHSITUS He 3HaJla, KaK 9TO IlepeBecTu 0 0003HAYUTh, TO3TOMY IOsicHeHHUe. K cloBy, K 0OpaleHuIo
«HyHa» HuKosac Toxe no0aByisii -HUM.)

Tpetuit [TpuHI yIEIOHYTICS ¥ TI03Baj CBOIO MaTh. MiMmepaTpuila, fepxka B pykKe 1IBeTH, 00epHyIach U
yBU[IeIa 0XKUOAIOIINX ee IBYX ChIHOBe#. Ha ryfax MMmepaTpullbl MOsSBUIACh yIbIOKa.

— Io6po moxkanoBaTh, MOU NOPOTHE CHIHOBbS.

Tpetuii [TpunI O6bICcTPO mofolien K MepaTpulle U CKJIOHUI TOIOBY. MMIepaTpulia HexKHO 0OHSTIa
TpeTbero CelHa 3a IeYn.

OTH [BOE BHITJISIOENTH HACTOJIbKO MMPUBSI3aHHBIMU APYT K APYTY, YTO MOXKHO OBIIIO OBl IPUHSATH 9TO 3@
TporaTesibHOe BOCCOeNUHEHNE MaTepy U ChlHA, ecu OBl MX YBUEIN IOCTOPOHHUE. ['a3a
ViMmmepaTpuilsl OBUIM YCTPEMIIEHB Ha ee BTOPOTO ChiHa, KPOHIIpUHIIA, KOTOPHIM CTOSIT IT03adu Hee.

— ITo6po moxanoBath, Hacnemusiit [TpuHiII.

Korga MMneparpulia IpoTsHya pyKy, Bropoit [TpunIl HeoxoTHO mpubnusuics Kk MMmepaTpuiie.
VimnepaTpuiia o6HsIsIa CBOETO BTOPOTO ChiHa, KaK 00HMMaJlla TPEThETO.

— 4 pap, 4TO MOel MaTyIIKe CTajo JIydlle.

T'omoc Broporo IpunIa, HasHaveHHOro HacmemHubiM ITpuHIIEM OBa rofa Ha3afl, OB CIa0bIM.

— Kaiipyc, Thl HeBaKHO BBITJISIAUIIIb.

YcnpiliaB BCTPEBOXKEHHEBIE CI0Ba MaTepu, KalipyC MOCIENIHO BEITED JIULO THIJIBHOW CTOPOHOU
napoHu. [lox namoHb0 olyinanack rpybas Koxa. B nocimegHee BpeMsi €ro JIUI0 CTaslo XyAbIM,
IIOTOMY YTO OH He MOT XOpOIIO ClaTh.



— V 1e6s mop rima3aMu CUHSKH, OpaT. OMXKHO OBITH, Y TeOST COBCEM HET BPeMEHHU Ha COH.

Korga Tpetut#i [Tpunt, Pyrtaii, 3aBopuar, Kaiipyc cepauto mocMmoTrpen Ha 6pata. Ho Bckope oH
OIIyCTHJI T'J1a3a.

— 310 IIOTOMY, 4TO s B IIOCJIegHEE BPEeMS He CIIIIO.

YcnrimaB cioBa Katipyca, MMnepartpuiia ¢ 6eCIIOKOMCTBOM TI0JI0XKHUJIA LIBETH Ha CTOJL.

— O, 6oxke... He Mory moBepuTh, 4TO ThI HEe XOPOIIO crullh, Katpyc. Tsl xouelnb «KBUHCH», KOTOPYIO
sl TOIIBKO YTO cpe3ana’?

WmMmepaTtpuila IpoTsHyla KpoHIpUHITY KpacHyo «KBHHCH» JTeXKaBIIyio Ha cTone. OHa IMOXoxKa Ha
JIUJINIO, HO Y Hee OB FOJIOBOKPYKUTEILHEIN apoMaT OT I1BeTKa «KBUHCHU», a He nunuu. JIumo
Kaiipyca cTpaHHO MCKa3UJIOCh, ¥ BCKOPe K HEMY BEPHYJIOCH IIPEKHEE BEIpaKeHUe.

— Bce B mopsimke. 9TO MIOOUMEIN IIBETOK MOEW MATEPH...

XomnopHble pyku MMIiepaTpuUIlbl HE2KHO KOCHYIMCH XYOOTO JIUIIA ChIHA.

— IToCcKOJIBKY 9TO L[BETOK, KOTOPBIX 5 JII00III0, S TOTOBA ITOIAPUTH €70 MOEMY I0pOroMy pebeHKYy.

Kaiipyc HeoxoTHO puHsn KBUHCH, TOTOMY 4TO GOJIbIlle HUUET0 He MOT CKa3aTh. BrpaXkeHue ulia
Kauipyca crarno eme mpausnee. Tpetuu [Ipunn Pyrai Tporyn Kavpyca 3a miedo.

— He penait cBoe U0 HACTOIBKO MpavHEIM, OpaT. [loyeMy Thl TaK XMYPHUIITECS, KOT/Ia IMOIy4aellb
3Ty AParolieHHYIO BEellh?

Kaipyc B3rnsanyn Ha PyTtas u CTpaxXHya PyKy C Ijeya.

— IToyemy OvI TeOE TOXKe He B3SATh ONHY?

B pesymnbraTte nuio PyTas Ha 3TOT pa3 UCKPUBUIIOCH, HO OH He OTBETHII U 3aMotdan. MMmepaTpuiia
BECEJIO YIHIOHYTaCh CHIHOBBSIM.

— BBl [OMKHEL XOPOILIO NaguTh, AeTH. YTO MOU IIJIEMIHHUKU IIOTyMalOT, KOTAa YBUOAT CBOUX AsOen
TaKUMHU?

ViMmepaTpuila BOCIIUTHBAJIA BHYKOB, OCTABIIKXCS OT IIEPBOTO ChIHA. I1epBHIH CHIH ORI OTPABIIEH
npyrumu OpaThsiMu U3-3a 00pbOBI 3a IpecTonioHacnenre. Koneuno, iMmnepartpuiia Toxke 3Hasa 00
3TOM, HO e¥ OBIJIO BCe PaBHO.



He umeer 3HaueHus, KTO U3 ee feTei cTaHeT MmmepaTopoMm. He BaxkHO, YTO MPOUCXOOUT KPOBaBas
6opnba 3a mpecTos. brarogaps aToMmy mpotieccy MiMepaTopoM CTaHOBUTCS CAMBIN CUITbHBIN
pebenok. CaMoe TJ1aBHOE, YTO ITOKA JIMAUPOBAJIH IeTH, KOTOPhIE ObIIU OT Hee.

— B cnemyromuii pa3 s IOCTapaioch MOCIATh UM MTOJAPKH.

Pyrtau capkacTuuyecku 0TO3BaJics Ha cjioBa Kalipyca.

— ThI MOIKEH IIOCIaTh HACTOAIINE IIOJapPKHU.

— Trl eQUHCTBEHHEINM, KTO MOXKET Tak CAesaTh. f Tak He MOCTynaw C JeTbMU. B oTiauune ot
OCTaJILHLIX.

He Tak maBHO PyTail momapui smoBUTOTrO MayKa [ETsIM, OCTaBIIMMCS Iociie cMepTu [1epBoro
[Tpunua. 3T0 OB CMEPTENIHHO ATOBUTHIM IayK, HO IETH, KOTOPHEE HUYET0 He 3Ha/IH, TOfyMall, YTOo
3TO UTPYIIKA.

— 3aueM TH IIOMeIaJl, MIeMIHHUKN XOpOoIIo ITPOBOOUIIN BPEMSA C HUM...

— W oHM 4yTh HE YMEPIIU.

HeBupumoe maMsi BOT-BOT [IOJIKHO OBIIIO BCIIBIXHYTh MeXAYy OByMs [IpuHuamu. Tem BpeMeHEM
VmnepaTpulia nprKa3ana TOPHUYHON IPUHECTH Yalo.

— Ecnu xouems, st mogapio Tebe KBuHCH. B HeM eCTh UHTPEIMEHTH], KOTOPLIE 3aCTaBsAT TeOs
YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s TydlIe.

Eme ogun KBuHCH fepxkana B pyke MmnepaTtpunsl. Bropou IIpuHL U34IIHO NIpUHSIT KBUHCH.

— Moeii MaMe O04eHb HPABUTCA 3TOT IIBETOK.

— Ia, KBuHCH moMoraeT u30aBUTHCS OT IIJIOXOT'0 HACTPOEHHUS M XOPOIIIO BEICTIATLCS. JIYKOBUIIA
KBuHCH, B 4aCTHOCTH, UMEET CUIbHBIN 3G (EKT.

WmnepaTtpuiia noctasuia KBuHcH B Bady u yiaelOHYMack. Kak OyATO IIBETH Iepey] HEN OYEHb
KPaCHBHI.

— 9TO BCETo NHULIL cIabbi «CcTabUIN3aTop» Oy 0OBIYHEIX JIIOAEN Bpofie Hac, HO i HEKOTOPHIX 3TO
CMEpPTENbHBIN Sf.

Il TMHHBIE HOTTU I/IMHepanI/IHH CilieJoBaJlkd 3a KPaCHBIMHU JIEIIECTKaMH.



— OTO0 TaKXe IIBETOK, KOTOPHIM AeflaeT C1a0bIX Jtofel )KeCTOKUMHU, a 30OPOBLIX — OOJIbHEIMH.

— KTt0 aT1 nmrogu?

HesunHo cripocun ee Tpetuit CeiH. BMecTo oTBeTa MiMmepaTpuiia 371eTaHTHO YIBIOHYIaCh.

— 4 Bribpasna KBuHCH U BIIOXKUII €T0 B OYKET AJIS IoflapKa eTsM.

Tpetuit [TpuHI yAEIOHYJICS, ¥ IUII0 BTOPOT0 IIPXHIIa IIOCYPOBEIO.

— OH Tako¥ apOMaTHBIM, TAKOW IPUSATHHIN, YTO [OJIST HUX 9TO Sf.

Cmex MMnepaTpuilsl HalOIHUI cafl. BCKkope ropHuYHas IpuKaTuia TelexKy, Iofajia Yau U Apyrue
IPOXJIaIUTE IbHEIE HATUTKU. JTO OBbLT a/lbif Yaii, moxoxas Ha mBeT KBuHCH. PyTail HeOpeKHO MU
yaii, a Kaiipyc, mepxa B pyKe 4alllKy, 3aKojiebasicsi ¥ He MOT TOBOPUTS.

— Tam HeT gpa, He BonHyMcsa, Hacnegusii [1puHL,.

— Bce coBceM He Tak, MaTylIka. M3BuHU.

Bckope Kaupyc 3animnoM BEIIUI YallKy 4ast. Yail clagko MOACTyIIal K KOHUUKY S3blKa M 0CTaBasiCsa
TOPBKOY HOTKOM.

— Tei 3Hana, 4To y KBUHCU OBIJT CMEPTENbHBIN S IPOTHUB HUX?

BrimuB Beck 4ai, Kaiipyc CIipocut MaTh 0 TOM, UTO eTr0 WHTepecoBayio. OH TOCMOTpPET Ha ee,
CTOSIBLIYIO Tiepey HUM. MMIiepaTpuIla BEITIAAEsa TOPa3a0 MOJIOKe CBOMX JIeT. ITO OblIa He
JKEHIIWHA CPENHUX JIET CO B3POCTIBIM CHIHOM, @ MOJIOfast ¥ IPeKpacHasi eByIIKa.

— B KBuHCHU HET yXO0B.

— ... dyxu?

— ¥ Bcero, 410 HacC OKDPY2XKaeT, eCThb OyX. ,HYXI/I HEe MOT'YT JITaTh, IIO3TOMY PACCKA3bIBAIOT BCE€, YTO OHU
BUOAT, CIBIMAT X YyBCTBYIOT.

Tonpko Torga Kavpyc moHsn cioBa MMnepaTpuLbL.

— 3HAYUT, OHU JaXKe He 3Ha/IH, YTO 9TU I[BETHI CYIIECTBYIOT M YTO OHU MOT'YT OKa3aThCs OJIA HUX
CMEPTEJILHBIMHU. begusaxka...



[MocTaBuB YalKy c yaeM, Kaiipyc rimy6oko B3noxHy. [I0CKOIBKY 3a TPOHYIAch UCTOpHUs 0 IlapcTBe
IyxoB, 3Ty TEMY CJIeI0BaJIO MOOHSATH CeUYac.

— [Ipu4vrHa, IO KOTOPOU S BCTPETUII CBOIO MaTh C PyTaem, COCTOUT B TOM, YTOOH paccKka3aTth Tebe 0
MoeM CHe, — PyTail pacxoxoTasics npu cioBax Kaiupyca.

— He npupaBait cuimkoM 60IbIIOro 3HaYeHWsT CBOMM CHaM, Gpar.

Korpa Kaiipyc ycraBuincs Ha Pyrtas, MMmnepaTtpulia Bo3pasuia.

— ¥V Hacnepguoro I[TpuHIla Bcerpa 65110 XOpolllee peadyBCTBUE.

WmnepaTpuila poauiach C MaruieCKUMu CIIOCOOHOCTSIMY, HO HUKTO U3 JeTel He YHacIeqoBa ux.
OmHakKo TOJIBKO BTOPO¥ ChIH, Kalipyc, mepeHs yHUKalbHOEe YYBCTBUTENIBHOE UyThe. ITO OBLIO
TI0X0XKe Ha MpeJBUeHNE.

— OTO COH, KOTOPBIM MHE YaCTO CHUTCS B IIOCTIEIHEE BPEMSI.

— Yro 3TO 32 COH?

Wmnepatputle, BommebHuIEe, ObIT0 TI0O0IEITHO Y3HATH O CHE €€ BTOPOTO ChIHA, KOTOPHIN
yHacsenosan ee cuny. [To cpaBHEHUIO ¢ ee COOCTBEHHOM CUJION OHa OblIa OYeHb He3HAUUTeNbHA, HO
TOYHOCTH NONafaHus OblJla OUeHb BRICOKA, KOT/Ia MOSBIISIaCh UHTYUTUBHAS CUTYallUs.

— Bokpyr TpoHa 6bl1a KpoBb. OH BECh 3aJIUT KPOBBIO, CIIOBHO ITPOMOK OT HOXK[S.

CoH Kaiipyca Hayasncsi ¢ TPOHa, KOTOPBIM BCErga CUI Ha OJUYyMe.

VHorga oH cuies Ha TPOHE B OMMHOYECTBe, a MHorga HeT. Ho KpoBb Bcerya Oblyia IIoBciofy. [axe
MPaMOPHEBIN 11071, He OKPHITHIM KPAaCHEIM KOBPOM, OBII BECh B KPOBH.

TaM mexkaJy JII00u, UCTEKAIIre KPOBbI0. ITO ObII COH, HO MHCTUHKTUBHO OH IIOHSIJI, YTO 9TO OB
TPYTIBI».

TonpKO TOTHa eMy B HOC yIapui OTBPATUTENbHEIHN 3amax. Korga Kaiipyc moOmbITancs OTOUTH OT
y2KaCHOT'0 3peJIHIIia, YTO-TO IEBEIbHYIIOCH Iepes IPpynol Ten. Kaipyc youBUiCcs U OCMOTPENI B Ty
CTOPOHY.

YTO-TO MOOHSIJIOCH U3 TPYOBI TPYIIOB. ITO OBbINIA XKEHITWHA, 3aKPHIBIIAs JINIIO NJIMHHBIMH,
IPONMTAaHHKIMYU KPOBBIO Bonocamu. OHa mopoiia K Kaipycy, He TOKa3kBasi CBOET0 JIIIA.



CrpanHas ¢urypa BeI3Bajia YyBCTBO cTpaxa. Kalipyc momeitancs y6exkaTb, HO HOTH He CITyLIAJTUCE.

— 9T0 MecTo... Moero gurts...

C BOJIOC XKEHIIMHEL Kallajla KPOBE.

— ...yUu C OOpOTH.

Tena HavYanu IOOHUMATLCS OOHO 3a OPYI'uM I103a0n HpH6HH}KaIOHleﬁCH XKeHIIUHEBL. Bce B KpPOBH...

— CTONbKO, CKOIBKO 3aX0THM... {1 3a0epy TBOMUX TOTOMKOB.

— 910 BCce?

Kucmo cnpocun PyTa#t, ckpectuB Horu. C paHHero Bo3pacTta Bropoii [Tpunn Katipyc obmapman cnaboi
JIMYHOCTEIO. [I09TOMY OH He Besl aKTUBHOM O0pLOHI 3a mpecTosoHacaeque. OH He MOT TIOHSTh, KaK TOT
BBIXKHUII 0 cUX Top. PyTai 3a60Tumncs Tonbko o YeTBepToM IIpuHIle, CBOEM CaMOM 0OJIbIIOM
COTIEpPHUKE, HO €T0 MBICTIM U3MEHUNTUCE Teneps, Koraa Katipyc ctan HacnegueiM [TpuHieMm.

«OH cnab. OH BCcero NuIllb Me4YTaTelb UK AypaK, KOTOPHIHM IIPOCTO UTPaeT C 0eCIoIe3HBIMHI
UJUTIO3USIME

On 6n11 30pan Hacnepusim [TpuniieM. He oH...

[Toyemy? OH He yMHee, ¥ OH He 0OUeHb XOPOIIIO BlIafleeT MEYOM UJIM UMeeT HeJI0 CO CBOUMHU
nogyuHeHHbIMUA. OH ITPOCTO TPYC, KOTOPHIM TaK GOUTCS, YTO HEPBHUYAET M3-3a Mejoveii!

— Trl m03Bas CBOIX 3aHATYIO MaTh U MeHS K3-3a 3TO CHA?

Korpga riasa Pyras oxkecTounnuck, Kaipyc TyT ke moXaJl IjleyaMy. YUYUTHIBAst OTHOIIeHHe PyTas,
KOTOPO€e CTaHOBUTCS Oojiee KeCTOKUM, KOTa OH IIPOSIBISII C/1ab0CTh, OH HOJIKEH OBITh
IPETEeHIMO3HEIM... OH 3HaJI 3TO, HO €T0 COH OBIJI CTpalllHee, YeM eTro MyafIui 6part.

— PyTaii, pa3Be OH He CKa3aJl, YTO IOBCIONY KpoBb? KoHEeYHO, 51 OBl UCITyTranach, €Ciu Ol 9TO ObLI
TAKOH COH.

OHa, Ka3amnocs, 3aiuinana ceoero Broporo CeiHa, HO MIMnepaTpuila TakKxke He IIPOSABIIAia HUKAKOr o
MHTepeca.

— l'opsl MePTBHIX TeN... U y Hee OBIIM PO30BEIE BOJIOCHL. ..



Tuxuit ronoc BeIpBancs u3 ycT Kalipyca, Kak 6ynTo ocur. ToIbKO Torfa yibi0aroineecs U0
HNMnepaTpulibl 02KeCTOUYMIIOCh.

— Po3zoBrIe...

WMnepaTpuria, mo6eqHeB, IOKaydasia IoJI0BOM.

— IlapcTBo [IyX0B PyXHYJIO U3-3a MeXA0yCOOUIEl. MBI IIPOCTO... EAIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OT HUX OCTaJIOCh,
— 9TO IIycTas 3eMJisd, AJIUK.

HWMnepatpulla Hajuila KpacHBIM 4yai B IyCTyI0 4awky Hacimepnoro IlpuHna.

—A TIIPpU3pPaKu HE MOTYT HO6€JII/ITL KUBBIX.

Amnpi Yaii HallOMUHAI KPOBb.

— CKOJIBKO OHI 5T HA IIPpOXKuia, A OblsIa BEJIUKUM 9KCTPaCeHCoOM U Bose6HUKOM. Ho MEPTBLEIE €CTh
MEDPTBEIE.

HMMnepaTpulia fepxkana nepep KpoHIpuHIleM 4alHy10 YallKy.

— Tak uTo He Gecrokoics HacueT 9Toro, Hacnenusiit [Tpunil. Heyxkenu Thl X04ellb CKa3aTh, YTO
YeJI0BEeKY, KOTOPHIH BO3TIaBUT 3Ty MMnepuio, OyAyT CHUTHCS CTPALIHEIE CHBI?

Jlutio VimmepaTpuIlsl yiab0anock, HO riaa3a — HeT. [IoToMy 4To el He HpaBUJIaCh TPYCOCTh €€ BTOPOTO
CBHIHA.

Kaiipyc u He gyman 6obllle IUTh 3TOT KPACHBIN Yail IIOTOMY, YTO KPOBb, KOTOPYIO OH BU[IEJI BO CHE,
CHOBA BCIIBIXHYJIa B CO3HAHUHU

— 3TO0 He TakK, MaTylIKa.

[TpunIy Kaiipyc He MOT TOBOPUTh. ITO OBIIO He eIUHCTBEHHOE, KoTo Kaiipyc BUOET BO CHE.

"Bo cHe OblyTa MaTyIIKa".

durypa ¢ po30BLHIMU BOJIOCAMHU HCYE3JIa B CBETE OT IIOJIYOTKPHITON ABEPH.

B ToT MoMeHT, Korfa Kalipyc o6erueHHo B3fbIXaeT... [[Bepb OTKPHIIACS.



Yepes mBeph B KOMHATY, Ie Haxogucs Kalpyc, Boien Momofoi YenoBek. Ha momy Bce erte Oblna
KpoBb. Ho Monomomy denoBeky Obis1o Bce paBHO. CKOpee, OH yIIBIOasCs.

Mornopoii YenoBeK, OKa3aBIIMKUCS pImoM, Opocui 4To-To Tsxkenoe nepeq Kaiipycom. Ilpenmet
noKaTuscs 0o ero Hor. Kaupyc, moHABIINY, KTO 3TO, IPUIIEN B yKac. [logkaTuBIINUICA IpegMeT
OKa3ajcs oTpyO0JIeHHOU T'0JI0BOM €ero MaTepH.

TTocTeneHHO IPOSICHUIIOCE JIUII0 MOJIOLOI'0 YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPOe HEeBO3MOKHO ObITI0 PAaCCMOTPEThH B
meTasssx 63 XOPOIIero OCBeIeH .

y KPaCHuBOTI'0 IOHOIIIH OBLTH PO30BEIE BOJIOCEI.
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