9poc, ¢ yOuBIeHHEM OCMaTPHBasl HeOOIBIIYI0 KOMHATY, B IIEHTPE KOTOPOM CTOSITI OTPOMHBIH
TaPSIIUH KPUCTAJI, TIOT KOTOPHEIM pacliojarajiack Kpyrias JlakpuMa, [0 pa3Mepy 4yTh OOJIbIle TOM,
YTO 00BIYHO UCIONB3yeT YpTup. CTosIa Ke OHa Ha NePeBSHHOM MTOICTaBKe, OT KOTOPOM UCXOMVIIH
KOPHHU IEPEBBLEB, YTO IMOJIHOCTHIO CKPBIJIK MOJT X YaCTh CTEHHI.

— Y10 9T0? — C yOuBlIeHHEM paccMaTpHBas KpucTtai, Karypa, nepesesna B3rjdf Ha JIaKPUMY TI0[
HeH.

— CaMoOMy ecyy YeCTHO HHTEPECHO 3HaTh... — OKPYKHUB CBOE Tejio OaphepoM, THTAH, Iepenal
IeBOYKY YPTHUD U HAIIPABUJICS K JTaKpUMe.

— 3poc...

— He BonHylics, S 4yBCTBYI0, YTO «3TO» He CMOXKET MHE HaBPeOUThb, — BCTaB llepel CTPaHHOU
KOHCTDPYKLIKEN, OH C UHTEPECOM CTall €€ OCMaTPUBATh, a TaK 2Ke CKaHUPOBATh C ITOMOIIbI0 Maruu, —
«3JTa KOHCTPYKLHXS, 4eM-TO HallOMUHAEeT I1e4YaTh...» — TUTAH, He CTaJl PUCKOBATh U IBITAThCSA
3aIMyCTUTh CBOE CO3HAHME BHYTPh, HO U IIPOCTOT0 BHEIITHET'0 OCMOTPa €My XBaTHIIO, YTO Okl OoJiee
WY MeHee pa300paThCs B Hel, — JTO Ieyark.

— [leyaTs? — [EBYIIKYU YOUBJIEHHO IE€PETTIAHYIIUCS.

— Jla, s 9yBCTBYIO U3 KOPHEH, OrPOMHEBIE 3allaChl MAruH, YTO MUTAIOT 3TH KPUCTAJIILL ¥ YTO-TO MHE
TIO[ICKA3bIBAeT, YTO HAM CTOUT OCTABUTH €€ B MOKOe, — yOpaB PyKy, IpocC, pa309apoBaHHO MOKaYas
TOJIOBOH ¥ BEPHYJICS Ha3af K HUM, — XPeH 3HaeT, YTO TaM 3alledaTaHo, a MHE He X0UeTCs OBITh TEM,
KTO 3TO BHITYCTHT, — B3sB 6eJyi0 BeObMy Ha PYKH, OH BHOBb 3aKMHYII €€ Ha IIJIeY0 U He
000payUBasICh OIS B CTOPOHY ABEPH, — YXOOUM.

TuTaH, He CTaJl OCTABIATH TPOXO OTKPHITHIM ¥ C ITOMOIIIBI0 Maruy BDEMEHHU, BEPHYJI Ha3a[
CKpHIBAIOIIEE 3aK/ISAThE U Jake HEMHOTO YCUJIUJI €T0 C ITOMOIIBI0 PYH, YTO OBl APYTUM, GBITI0 HAMHOTO
TsKeliee ero 00HAPYKHUTh.

[Tocne Toro, Kak OH pa300pasiCcs CO BCEM B XpaMe, OHU BEPHYJIUCH Ha3al B TOCTUHUILY.

«TakK...» — IMMOCMOTPEB Ha JIeKaBIIyIO JeBYIIKY UK CKOpee Maxe MeBOYKY, TUTaH, HaKOHEeI-TO CMOT
IIPUKOCHYTHCS K Hel C TOMOIIbI0 MAaruy U CTaJl KCCIIeNOBATh €€ TeJIo, a TaK JKe IHITaJCs
pa3o0paTthCs, moueMy y Heé [Be OyIIu.



XoTb Ipoc u He OB CBEOYII B 3TOM fieJie, HO KaKOi HUKAKOM OMBIT B padoTe ¢ OyliaMu y Hero O, a
TakK ke, KOrfa OH AOBOJILHO HOJITOe BPEMS OyMaJll Hafl BOCKPEIIEHNEM Yp, TO ITepeunTasn yuMy KHUT
Ha 9Ty TeMy. MacTepoM, KOHEYHO, er0 He Ha3BaThb, HO BCE JKe TUTAaH, BCE paBHO OBl Hemmox. v
1I0CJIe MUHYTHI, EMYy HE COCTaBUJIO OOIBIIOTO TPYyHa MOHATH, YTO C HEl.

«BoT OHO Kak...» — Ha MTHOBEHUe, IJla3a TUTaHa, 3aXKIJIUCh, a PSIAOM C HUIM MaTepuain30Bacs
rpuMyap, 4TO Pe3K0 PACKPHIBIINCE, 3aCUSJI U II0JI0OXKUB PYKY Ha €€ T'0JIOBY, OH CTaJl BEITATUBAThH
BTOPYIO AyIly, a TOYHEe BTOPOE CYLIEeCTBO, UTO BCEIUIOCH B TENO, — A?

BTOpEIM CYIIECTBOM, YTO HAXOAUJICS B TeJie, OBUT OJI0CATHIM KOT, YTO OYEHb CHUJIbHO HAallOMUHAT
BBICIIIETO, HO TaK JKe ¥ UMeJI OTIMYHUS, YTO 3aCTABUIIH YIUBUTCS Ipoca. ITO OBLT ypPOBEHb
MaTrM4ecKOU CHUJIBI, YTO OB B IECSITKY Pa3 BHILIE YeM y JTI060ro U3 TeX KOTOB, a TaK ke
TIOTJIOIIa€MO€E KOIMUEeCTBO BOIIIEOHOM CUIIH 3a pa3, OT KOTOPOro Jito60# Mar S-paHra ymaBuics Obl
OT 3aBUCTH.

— BoT 0HO Kak... — XMypO Ior1axuBas I0g00POI0K, OH II0JIOKHUJIT KOIIKY PSIIOM ¢ 6esloi BeIbMOM
IIPY 3TOM, CTapasiCh MOHSTh, KTO OHM TaKue U... KaK OHU IIOTaJId B 3TOT MUP. Beb, XOTb OHU U UMETH
UIEHTHYHYIO BHEITHOCTh ¥ Maruio, Kak y JIIOfed C 3eMJIM U BBICIIHNX, HO BOT CTPOEHHE Tea,
«KOHTeNHep» — SIBASIOMUICS XpPaHUIIUIIEM BOIIeOHOM CUIEL, a ¥ caMa Marus, UMeJd 04eHb
Oombinue oTnuums, — «JlagHO, TagaHus BCE PaBHO 0€CCMBICTIEHHE!, KOT{Ia OHM IIPOCHYThCS, TOTHa U
PACCIPOIIY UX», — XOTh TUTAH, MOT MCIIOJTb30BaTh Maruio Pasyma 1 3a6paThCsi K HUM B TOJIOBHI, HO
OH TIPOCTO He 3HaJl, KaK OHU YCTPOEHH «TaM» U KaK 3TOT CII0CO0 Ha HUX MOBJIUSET, TI03TOMY, TOT
pelun BEIOpaTh CaMbId TPOCTON METO], HAIPSIMYIO CIIPOCUTH, @ €CJTA OHU OTKaXYyTCS TOBOPHUTD, TO
MOKHO OyJleT UCII0JIb30BaTh 00Jiee rPyObIii METO.

Tak Xxe, MoKa IPOC, UCCIENOBAJ MX TeJla, TO OH 00HAPYXKUII eIIl€ OfNHY UHTEPECHYIO BeIlb, 3TO OBLIO
3aKJISIThe BIIUSAIONIEE Ha pa3yM. KTO-To MPUMEHHUIT ero Ha HUX U BIIOJIHE MOTJIO OBITH TO, YTO KOIIKY U
IIeBOYKY KTO-TO MCITOIb30BAJI, ¥ JIUIIh [T0 9TOMY, TUTAHA, OTKA3aJICs MPUMEHSITh Ha HUX Maruio
Pa3yMma, IIpu 9TOM, YHUYTOXKHUB TO CaMO€ 3aKIISITHE.

[IBa OHS CIIyCTA.

C Tex mop Kak oHU nobenunu Oenyio BeAbMYy, UX ITIepecTaly IpecaeqoBaTh U CIeJUTh 3a KaKObIM
marom. Y rpymnmna cMoriia CIIOKOWHO HaCJTafUThCS CBOUM OTHBIXOM, 3@ IeBOYKOM XKe IPUTIsabBania
Ceiipa, ogHa 13 0eMOHOB TapTapoca, KOTOPYI0 9POC, OCTAaBUII B KUBBIX.

3a 9TO BpeMsi, OHU 00OIIIX BCe TOPOfIa, YTO OBIIM PACIIONOKEHH Ha IPAKOHE U KaKOT0-TO OOJIBIIIOTO
OTJINYMS OT TOTO, B KOTOPHIM OHU MpHUeXasid MepBOHAYAIbHO He OBITI0, OHU IIOYTH BCE OBITH
UIEHTUYHE IPYT OPYTY, TO3TOMY, OHM CIIOKOMHO 3afieHb 000N BCE MSTh.



9poc, Tak xKe MPOI0IKaJl UCCIIeIOBATh JIIOeH, XKUBIIUX B TOPOIe U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH IIPUILIEIT K
BBIBOMY, IIOUEMY Ke, OH YYBCTBOBAJI OT HUX UAEHTHYHYIO APYT APYTY Maruio U 3TO pelleHue ObII0 10
HeJh3s1 OaHaIbHEIM. Bce 0HU He OBUIH JTIOObMH, a SBISJINCH YaCThI0 CAMOTO IPAaKOHA. JTO OH IIOHSII,
KOrjia yrimyOuiIcs B UCCIeNOBaHKe ¥ MCII0Ih30Ball Ila3a AeMoHa. Tonbpko Omaromapst uM, 9poc, CMOT
YBUIETH CyTh TEX «JTIOJIEH», a TaK XKe IMOTOK MaTrWK, YTO BHIXOMWII U3 3€MJTU ¥ IUTAN UX, a TaK XKe, OH
CMOT TIOYYBCTBOBATh CKPHITYIO Maruio IpakoHa, 4To OblJIa TOUh B TOUh KaK ¥ Y TOPOXKaH. 3a4eM OH UX
co3pan? TuTaH, TaK ¥ He CMOT ITOHSATH ¥ KaKuX ObI OH He CTPOUJI TEOPHH, BCe pa3buBaIUCh B
npebe3ru U Mar, Pelui He 3allMKIIUBAThCS Ha 3TOM, BeIb BCE PABHO, yKe 3aBTPA, OHU IMTOKUHYT 3TO
MeCTO.

Tak e, TOKa OH 3aHUMAJICS MCCIIeIOBaHUEM «T'OPOXKaH», OH 0OHAPYXKUJI elllé ONHY UHTEPECHYIO
BeIllb, YTO 3aCTABUJIO €T0 3aAyMaThCs, 3TO OBIJI0 Ha3BaHMe ropofa. Benb «[Ipacun», Ha IpeBHEM
SI3BIKE, YTO MCII0JIb30BaJICS TPHCTA JIET Ha3al, IIePeBOAMICS KakK «3anedaTaHHBY [IpaKOH» U eCIIn
no0aBUTH K HEMY CJIOBO TOPOJI, TO 3TO Oy#eT 3HauuTh: «I'opoy 3amneyaTaHHOro [IpakoHa». ITO,
IIPUBEJIO €T0 K MBEICTH O TOM, YTO Ta JIaKpuMa, CAePKUBAeT He KaKOT0-TO MOHCTPA, a CaMOT0
IpakoHa. Beqb Takue ke MecTa KakK TO IIOMeIlleHre B XpaMe, ObIJTM BO BCEX TOPOfiaX, YTO
pacrionaraamuch Ha fpakoHe. Ho gaxe 3Has 3T0, 9poc, He PEMUICA YTO-T100 NpegnpuHIMaTh, 3a4eM
eMy BooO1Ile BMEIIMBATHCS B 3TO iei0? Benwb ecniy ero 3amedartany, TO 3HAYUT 3a JeJI0, HO Haxe ecliu
aToT boxecTBeHHbIH [IpakoH, ObIT HAUJOOPENIIIUM TPAaKOHOM Ha CBETEe, TUTaH, BCE PABHO OCTAsCs OBl
B CTOPOHE, Be[ib 3aUeM eMY JIUIIHUE TPOOIEMEl U TaKhe «TT100aTbHEIE».

Y xorpa oH nmpuiien K 3TOMY BBIBOAY, TO OPOC, IIOTEPSI BECh UHTEPEC K TOPOLY U OPAKOHY B I[ETIOM.
[ToaToMy, 3TOT feHB, TUTAH PELINI IIPOBECTH B HOMEepe TOCTUHUIILL U YATATH II0Ty4YeHHEIe KHUTY U3
Axkanemuu Munpnuas, a Tak Xke romoras Yprtup, Karype u [leBe CTaHOBUTCS CUJILHEE.

B maHHBEIM MOMEHT, OpOC, CIIOKOMHO CHUJIeNl Y OKHA ¥ YUTaJl KHUTY, a PSAOM C HUM CHUJIeNH JIBe
[EBYIIKH, YTO YIIOPHO TPEHUPOBAIKMCh, OOHA U3 HUX CTapajach yIydIlIuTh KOHTPOJIb HAJl Maruen
BPEMeHH, Ipyras ke HaJ Marued rpaBuTanuu. Beob mocie TOro Kak OHM BREIITUJIN BOOY U3
HUCTOYHUKA, Iox LIBeTOUYHEIM ['OpOIOM, OHM TaK ¥ HE CMOTJIM IIOJTHOCTBIO OCO3HATh
HOBOIIPpHOOpPEeTEHHYIO CUIY. [leBe Ke, OH MOT TIOMOYb CTaTh CUJIbHEE, JIUIIL OQHUM CII0CO60M, 3TO
YIy4IIUB KJTI0Y, Be[b UMEHHO OH SIBIISITICS €€ OTPAaHUYUTEIIEM.

Y 3BE3HOTO [AyXa HET Tejla, Belb B IIEPBYI0 OUepPeb OHU «IyXWU» ¥ JIUIIb B MUPE 3BE3[IHBIX TYXOB OHU
MOTYT OBITH OCSI3aeMbIMU. Y T03TOMY, IpU IPU3EIBE B MUP JIIOAEH, KITI04Y, CO3HAET 000JI0UKY U3
BOJIIIEOHOM CUJIBI BIIafiefIbIla KJTI04a, KOTOpas JojKHa ObITh IIPOIOPLIKMOHANIbHA CUJIe Bilafesblia U
yeM CUITbHEee XO3SHH K/o4a, TeM cunbHee oyX. Ho, y maHHOTO crocoba Mpu3kiBa, eCTh OTPAaHUYEHUE
¥ 9TO caM Kio4. M Kak paHee OBUIO CKa3aHO, KJII0Y CO3aET 000JI0YKY B KOTOPYIO BCESETCS IyX U
yeM cunbHee OymeT 060/1049Ka, TeM cuibHee O6ymeT caM myx. Ho K04 UMeeT CBOU OTpPaHUYEHUS U OH
IIPOCTO HEe MOXKET CO3[aTh TEJI0, IPOIOPIMOHANIBHOE CHJIe IPOca U T03TOMY, B JAaHHEIN MOMEHT OH
00ayMEBIBAJI, KaK IIepPeKoBaTh KJII0Y ¥ COEeJIaTh er0 HAMHOTO CUJIbHEE, OH M3ydall TUTepaTypy
CBS3aHHYI0 ¢ ApTeaKTOpHKOii, 4TO OH 3abpas u3 akageMuu. M XoTh UX ypOBEHb OBbIJT HU30K, HO
TUTaH, OB yBePEH, YTO CMOXKET HAaWUTH B HUX HEKOTOPHIE OTBETHI HAa CBOM BOIIPOCHI, 1a ¥ HUKOTMA He
TIO3THO BEPHYTHCS K KICTOKOM U TIOCMOTPETH, C YET0 BCE HaYUHATIOCH.

B cocemHel KoMHaTe, JTeXkKaIu KOIIKa C IeBOYKOM, YTO TaK U He mpuinu B ceOsi. Ho Jpoc, Obin
YBEPEH, UTO y2Ke CETONHS, OHU AOJIKHBI IIPOCHYTLCS, TI03TOMY, TOT PEIINI OCTaThCS B HOMEPE U
JINYHO HAOII0JaTh 32 HUMH.



[Toka TuTaH unuTan KHUry, Karypa, oTkphiia rja3a ¥4 XMyphIM B3TJISA0M IIOCMOTpPesa Ha 9poca.
— MacT... 3poc, TH yBEPEH, UYTO S CMOTY OBJIafleTh Marveu poCcTpaHCTBa?

— Ila, HO BHauaJie, TH AOJIKHA [I0JIHOCTHI0 0CO3HaTh Maruto ['paBuTaiiuy, a yxe 1ocjie, Mbl
3aiiMéMcs Maruel [IpocTpaHCTBa, — BHITJITHYB U3-3a KHUKKHU, YBEPEHHO OTBETHUJI OH, — Benpb gaxe
MHe, 6ecTanaHTHOMY K Maruu [TpocTpaHCTBa, YOalloCh Kak MUHUMYM JOCTUYh a30B B HEW, BEOb caMa
o cebe, Marust [IpocTpaHcTBa U ['paBUTAIIMM, 3aTPArUBAIOT OMHY HUIIY U BO3[IENCTBYIOT Ha OOHY
11eJIb, ¥ 51 yBepeH B Tebe, Thl TOYHO CMOXKEIIh €0 OB/IAMIETh.

— Ho g HMuero He omyuaro...

— 9x... JlagHo, MOmo#au KO MHE, — YCTaJIo IIOMaHUII OH €€ K cebe ¥ KakK TOJIbKO OHA IOOIIIA, TO
TUTAH KOCHYJICS pyKu Karypsl u ctan BnuBaTh IGUp ¢ 371eMeHTOM «IIpocTpaHCTBa» M XOTh IMMOTOK
OBLIT Y2KaCHO CKYIOHBIM, HO aXKe 9TOT0 XBATUJIIO, YTO OBI TJla3a JEBYIIKHU 3aXKTJIHCh ¥ B HUX MTOSIBUIIOCH
JIerKoe BoyiHeHue, — [loHsana?

— Ia, macTtep!
— 9X... 9poc... Ipoc ...
— IIpoctuTe!

— Yyto, aTo OymeT monroi paboToi, — yCTaI0 MAaCCUPYS BECKH TUTAH, XOTEJI YTO-TO eIlé CKa3aTh, HO
PEe3K0 3aMep, a Ha ry0ax y Hero MmosiBUIach JIETKas ynbeiOka, — Haillla TocThs mpuinia B ce0s, —
yOpaB KHUTY B TPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIN KapMaH, OH BCTaJl ¥ HAMIPABUIICS B COCEIHIOI0 KOMHATY, a 3a HUM
nocyenoBanu o6e JeBYIIKY, KOTOPHIM TOXKe OBIZI0O HHTEPECHO e€ MPOUCX0KIEHNe, Beb TUTAH U UM
pacckasall CBOI JOTafKy, UTO KOIIKa U IeBOYKa U3 IPYroro MUpa.

B 5T0 XKe BpeMs B KOMHaTe, CepOBOJIOCasl OeBYIIKa, TSKeJI0 AbIIa B3BOJIHOBAHHO CMOTpeJia Ha CBOU
PyKH, a e€ 7100 ObUT MOKPHIT OyCHHKaMM 110Ta, YTO CTeKalu 1o mjeke. OHa ¢ TpeBOToM MoJgHsIa
B3TJISIT U CTaJla 0CMaTpPUBaTh CBOE OKpykKeHue, OyOTO He IOHUMas I'le 04yTUIach, HO 4epes
MT'HOBEHUE B3[POTHYJIa U 00epHYJIach K IBEPHU, YTO MeJJIEHHO OTKPhIJIach. B KOMHATY BOLLIM TPOe
MarosB, yBUEB KOTOPHIX, leBOYKa 3aipoKaja ¥ pe3Ko HalpaBuiia Ha HUX PYKY.

— Vcmnoxkoiicst, Mbl He cobupaeMcst Tebe BpeguTh, — CIIOKOMHEIM I'0JI0COM CKa3asl KpaCHOBOJIOCHIi
My2K4YHUHA, C TeIJION YIEIOKOHM Ha ry6ax, — X0Th KTO-TO ¥ 3aTyMaHUJ TBOHM pa3yM, HO TH He JOJIKHA
Obl1a IOTEPSTH IIaMSTh.

— 3auyeM TH MeHS clofja IpuBeJI, 4YTo Tebe OT MeHs Hafo?! — XOTh OHA U MBITANIach IIepefiaTh CBOEMY
T0JIOCY YBEPEHHOCTH, HO JIETKas XPUIIOTIIa ¥ HeOOJIbIIe TOApParuBaHus, IOPTUIN BeCh 00pas.



Bo3moxHo, 6ynb epen mHeW 00BIYHBEIE Mard, OHa ObI MX He 60s1ach, HO 6j1arogapsi CBoeMy
BOJIIIIEOCTBY ¥ TOMY, UTO THTaH, HUKAK HE CKPBIBAJI CBOIO Maruio, OHA CMOTJIa YBUAETh €€ U IeBOYKa
KCIBbITaJIa HaCTOSIINUM yXKac.

«OH... OH Kak oHa...! HeT, o cnabee, Ho... [ToueMy MHe cTpaIlHo...? YTo 9T0 3a ThMa...?!» — CBOUMHU
rjla3aMy OHa BHUeJa IJIOTHYI0 CePYyI0 Maruio C IpUMeCIMU YePHOTO, YTO ITIOKPHIBAJIO BCIO KOMHATY, a
TaK e YTO-TO TeMHOe, CIIOBHO 6e3[IHa 1 3TO 3aCTaBUJIO €€ UCIILITATh NOCeNle HEBUIAaHHEIN yXKac,
neBoYKa 60siy1ack CMOTPETD Ha HETO...
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