Hopa Kceknaiim pogunack 60raTou.

C pogocrnoBHOM KceknaijoB, TEKYIIEN B €€ KUJlaX, OHa Bcerga Oblna B lIeHTPe BHUMAaHUS, Kyaa Obl
OHa H¥ TomIa. JaXxe C IOHHIX JIET OHA IIPOIIIa Yepe3 caMoe CTporoe oOpa3oBaHue U3 BCEX
OOCTYIIHBIX.

Ha Heé Bo3maranuch OOJbINE HAleKObl.

OT €€ POMIOCIIOBHOM CaMOI'0 BLICOKOTO YPOBHSI, KOTOpasi mpuBesa Obl B OEIIEHCTBO JT1I060T0
apUCTOKpaTa, [0 €€ Oe3ynpeuyHoM BHEIIHOCTH, KOTopas He Oblyla Obl HEYMeCTHa B XyI0XKECTBEHHOM
ranepee, Mononas Hopa Gbiyta ywenmoBekoM, u3bpaHHas boramu.

Kasasochk, 4TO 0OHa POAHIach CO BCEMU JapaMHy 9TOTO0 MHpa.

IBopsiHe KopoJieBCKOro OBOpa U €MUCKOIIH IIePKBU YaCcTO CTAJIKUBAJIUCH C Hell "cily4aiHo", HalesiCh
IIPOU3BECTHU XOpollee BredaTieHre. CBEPCTHUKY, TIONUUHSASACH IPUKa3aM POLUTENIEN, OTYaIHHO
IIBITAJIACh e MTOJIbCTUTD, 3aIBas €€ MOpeM I10XBaJl.

HecMmoTps Ha 3T0, Hopa, ¢ €€ 6e3ynpedyHsIM BOCIIUTAHUEM, BCETTIa yMesla COXPaHsaTh caMoo0iafilanue
¥ OTBeYaTh rpaluel u BenukonymmeM. Ho mog sTum 6e3ynpedyHsiM pacamom B €€ To0Be MeJbKasa
TOJIBKO OIHA MBIC]Ib:

Kak ckyuHoO.

Bcé ka3anoch el CKyYHBIM U JTUIIEMEPHBIM, ¥ BpeMEHAMHU 3TO UyTh OBIJIO HE CBOMUIIO €€ C yMa.

Kak 05l T cebsi 9yBCTBOBAJI, eCyiu OBl ¥ KazXKI0oro B Mupe OblJI0 ogHO NTuil0? Hopa monarasna, 4To HU Y
KOT0 He HalJIETCS JIy4Illero OTBeTa, Y4eM Y Hee CaMOM.

Cky4HBIE THU TSHYTUCh 6ecKOHeYHO, 1 Hopa ImocTeneHHO 0CO3Hasla, YTO B HEM eCTh KaKas-ToO
CTPaHHOCTb. BCcsKMil pa3, Kor#a Ha JIUIle CTOSIIIEro Ieper Hell 4eloBeKa MOSBIISNIOCh TPEBOKHOe
BEIpaXKeHUe, BCE BOPYT CTAHOBUJIOCH HE TaKUM CKYYHEBIM.

OHa eIré He 3HasA, YTO 3TO GBITI0 TPOOYXKAEHHE 0COOEHHO TPEBOKHOU MTPUPOE]; OHA TPOCTO AyMaia,
yT0 60sbHA. OHAKO B 3TOM MUpE, Tfie ICUXuUecKrue 3a00eBaHus He CYUTANUCh ITPOGIEMOH, y Heé
He OBIO BO3MOXKHOCTH BHISICHUTD IIPUUKHY.

TonbKO B T€é MOMEHTEHI, KOTa €€ CIyTH ITOCTYIald HeITPaBUIbHO U HyKIalIKCh B HaKa3aHWH, OHA,
HaKOHEI, MOTJIa BEICBOOOIUThL CBOIO HCTUHHYIO Mpupony. TeM He MeHee, el He pa3pelranoch
TIOJTHOCTBI0 OCBOOOTUTHCS; Te, KTO 00/1afga pOJOCIOBHOM AHTeNa, MOJXKHb ObLTH GBITH
COCTPaiaTe/IbHEIMH.

Ona YyBCTBOBaJld cebst HOJIaBHeHHOfI, KUBS TAKOM JKH3HBIO, IIOCTOSIHHO TI0OaBJIsisA CBOIO IIPpHUPOOY.



O=na ucKaja MecTo, Te Moria Onl OBITE BEPHOU cebe.

IeTn 671arOPOIHBIX JOMOB, KOTOPEIe mommepxkuBanu oM Kceknaimos, Oy O€CIIONIe3HH 71 Heé B
3TOM OTHOIIeHUHU. M3-3a nepapxuiecKoii pa3HuIlsl OHM 00BIYHO cMOTpenu Ha Hopy CKBO3b pO30BhHIE
OYKHM, TaK YTO MTOYTEHNE U BOCXUIIEHNE, KOTOPhIE OHU MCIIBITHIBAJIM 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K HEM, ObIIH
MCKPEHHUMH.

He Haka3wBall Tex, KTO Oe3rpeleH; oOHUMaM TexX, KTo 00OHuMaeT Te0st -TaKoB ObLI ieBu3 [loma
Kcexknaigos.

Hopa 0Oblia He U3 TeX, KTO IIO3BOJIUT CBOUM STOUCTUYHBIM IIPUXOTSIM BCTATh Ha IIyTH €€ IPUHITUIIOB,
II09TOMY Y He€ He ObIJI0 BEIOOpA, KPOMe Kak IOAaBsATh CBOM kKejlaHus. OHa MOTJIa TOJIbKO TepPIIeIuBO
JKJAaTh TOTO OHS, KOTHa IOSBUTCS KTO-TO, KTO HOCUT MacKy, Nofo0HYyI0 eé COOCTBEHHOM, KTO-TO, KOMY
OHa MorJjia Okl OTKPHITH CBOE UCTHHHOE "f", He CepXKuBasiCh.

U oHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJId, YTO HAKOHEII-TO Hallllla 3TOT'0 YE€JIOBEKaA.

— 4 cunbHO ynusnieHa, Poan. 4 He oxXupana, 4TO TH OKaXKeIIbCs JIKeI[OM.

OcTopoxkHO oTOCHaB Anmucuio, Hopa rpaiino3Ho B3si/Ia YallKy U caesiaja TTIOTOK, a YTOlIKHU eé Ty0
HEyIepXK1MO ITOII0I3MTH BBepX. P03, CUeBINNI HAITPOTUB HEE, ClleTKa HepPBHUYAJ U €p3ajl Ha CTyIIe.

— Xa-xa-xa, Bamre BricouecTBo, 4 Iojarap, 4YTo MEXAy HaMU KaKoe-TO Hejopa3yMeHue...

— EH.Ie OIHa JI0XKb, HO 3TO HE UMEeT 3HaYeHusA. MoxKelllb IIPpOAOOJIZKATh CBOU IIOIIBITKH, €CJIN XOYEIIlh;
TBOE OTUYasHHE MeHs HeMHOTO 3a0aBiseT.

Hopa oreHuBarole mocMoTpesia Ha Poasa, CJI0BHO BOCXHINASICh YEPHOBOIOCKHIM MaJIbuMKOM,
CUOSAIINM Tiepeq Hel. PafiocTs, ucxonuBmias U3 riayOuHEL €€ cepplla, geflaia e€ u 6e3 Toro KpacuBoe
nuIlo einé 6oee 0YapoBaTeIbHBIM, HO TaK YK CIIYYUIIOCh, YTO 3TO BRIpazKeHue ObII0 TIIyO0KO
3HakoMoO Poany.

910 OB PAafOCTHHIN B3TJIAM, KOTOPHM Hopa mokasbiBajia BCAKUIM pa3, KOTfa BUiena OoOgy.

("Yeprt! [Touemy 3Ta 4EPTOBaA CagUCTKa MOI0XKKIIa Ha MeHs ri1a3? YTo Ke MHe Teleph AenaTh?

[Touemy THI IPOCTO HE MOXKEIIb AepKaThCA OT MeHs nofasnsbine? 4 He xouy ymMupaTs!")

P03, cunbHO BCIIOTEBLINHM, OBICTPO 3aKPHUT POT, OTYASHHO MBITAasICh IPUAYMaTh KOHTPMEpY.



Hopa, ¢ mpyro# cTOpoHEl, He 0OpaTHIa BHUMAHUS Ha OTCYTCTBUE OTBeTa Po3a u mpogosKuia CBOi
MOHOJIOT.

— Ilo mpaBpe roBopsi, TBOM OTBET 3aCTall MeHs BPacCIJIoX. EC/ii oCcTaBUThL B CTOPOHE APYTrHe BEIH, S
BCE elll€ MOBOJIbHO YBEPEHA B CBOEY BHEILTHOCTH. & HE OyMasa, YTO ThI CTAHEIIb OTPULIATh U 3TO. 5
TIPU3HAI0, YTO TBOS MJIafillasi cecTpa ANKUCUs - 04apoBaTeIbHAs JIe[H, HO S He fyMala, 4T
npourpaio ey B 6utBe obasiHus. [loyeMy Thl TaK HACTOPOXKEHHO OTHOCUIILCS KO MHe? Unu...

Hopa HaknIoHMUIIaCh BIEPEN U MPUCTAIbHO IIOCMOTpPETIa Ha HepBHUYAaIero Poaa.

— ...THl 3Haelllb MO0 UCTUHHYIO IPUPOAY?

—m

B ToT MOMeHT, Korma Posn ycibilian 3T CjI0Ba, €My I10Ka3ajioCh, YTO OH YCJIBIIIAJ, KakK IIaxMaTHas
¢durypa ynana Ha IIaXMaTHYIO JOCKY, COmpoBoxknaeMas KpukoM "[llax u mat!". Ero Teno HanpsArioch
0T OeCIIOKOMCTBA.

[TpotuB Hopkl, ¥ KOTOPOIi B apceHase OblT eTEKTOp KU, ¥ Poasa OBII0 TOJIBKO TPU BapUaHTa:
[Tpu3HaTHCS B 3TOM OTKPHITO, IPU3HATHCS MOJTYa UJTU OTPULATE U OBITH PACKPHITHIM I€TEKTOPOM
TIKU.

("9T0 BOOOIIE BapuaHTHI?!")

[ToHsB, YTO €ro 3arHasny B yroj, pa3gpaxeHHslil P03, HaKOHeIl, IPHUIIEN K Ipefely CBoen
BLIHOCJTMBOCTH U PEIINI BO BCEM IIPU3HATHCS.

Poan GosbIlie He MOT CJIEAUTH 3@ IPOUCXOMSIINM, II03TOMY OH CTED CBOIO BEXKJIMBYIO YIIBIOKY U
HeOPexkKHO OTKUHYJICS Ha3afl, TOBOPS XOIIOJHBIM TOHOM:

— la, COBEPIIEHHO BEPHO. Tak BB MOXKETE OEPXKATHECA OT MEHMA rojasbiie?

Mae yxe Bce paBHO! C TaKuM XKe yCIIeXOM MOXKHO U CHOXHYTh!

— MeHSs He HHTEpeCyeTe HU B, HU Balll oM B Kcekmnainos. fI He HaMepeH UMEThb C BaM# OJTU3KUX
OTHOIIIEHUM, ¥ BH MOXKeTe ObITh YBEPEHHI, YTO 51 He CTaHy OYHTOBaTh. B MOXKeTe ITPOCTO OTIYCTUTD
MeHs?

Poan OTKPOBEHHO BBEICKd3aJl CBOM MBICJIH.

Xotst [Tom AcKapToB He OBIJT HA TOM Ke YPOBHeE, 4TO M KoponeBcKasi CeMbsi, OH BCE eIle OblT OMHUM



U3 Jy4IIAX IBOPSTHCKUX MOMOB B Teokpatuu CesiToro Mecuta. OH MOT, IT0 KpaliHe# Mepe, T03BOIUTh
cebe BECTH CIIOBECHYIO BOMHY POTHB YieHa KoponeBckoi cembu!

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HECMOTPS Ha OTHOUIEeHUs Jlopga u Baccasa, KOTOpEIE CYIIEeCTBOBAIA MEXAY HIMHY,
y Iloma ACKapTOB BCE elll€ OblJia CBOSI He3aBHCUMas apMHUS.

("4 He mpHCOEOUHIOCH K BaM, HO U He OTBEPHYCH OT Bac. KOHEYHO, 3TOT0 OIKHO OBITh JOCTATOYHO,
4yTOOBI yIOBJIETBOPUTE BacC, BEPHO?")

P03y 3asBIsANT 0 CBOEM KeJTaHUU COXPaHATh HEUTPAIbHYIO0 IO3UIUI0, X 9TO 00BIYHO OBIJIO OOHUM U3
caMbIx 6e30IaCHHIX IIaroB B MONMUTHKE. XOTS OH MaJio YTO 3HaJI, BHUMaHue Hopsl BCE elné G110
COCPEIOTOYEHO Ha YEM-TO APYTOM.

— 41 Te0s1 He UHTepecyi0? XM-M... IyMaellb, s CTPaHHas?

— K yeMy THI KJIOHUIIIL? - HAXMYPUBIIUCE, Clipocuil Poarl.

Hopa Ha MI'HOBEHHUE 3ayMaJllaCh, IIpeXKae 4eM HEMHOT'O HEYBEPEHHO IMOACHUTE:

— THI yKe [OJIKeH 3HaTh 00 9TOM; YTO MHE HPABUTCS BUETH APYTUX B 3aTPYOHUTEIHLHOM
TII0JI0KEHUY U 3aCTaBJIATh MOJIUTE O Iolnazfe. MHOTa MHe X04eTcs HaCTyNUTh Ha HUX... Tebe He
KaXeTCs 3TO CTPaHHEIM?

Hopa Hel0BKO pacKpkrijia caMble TEMHBIE TTyOMHBEI CBOET'0 IOHOT'0 yMa, U OBIJI0 BUTHO, B KaKOH
[ouieMMe OHa OKa3aach II0 3TOMY IIOBOAY.

Opuako Posn, BEHUMATEBHO BEICJIYIIIAB €€ CJI0Ba, PacxoxoTacs.

("Xex, ecnu TH AyMaelllb, YTO 3TO TaK YK CTPAHHO, TO Thl AeCTBUTENILHO CMOTPHILb Ha ce0s
cBbIcOKa! OUIeMHMKH, LIeTIH, XJIBICTHL... XeX, eCThb eIllé MHOT'0 Yero, K 4eMy THI elllé He TpoOyauiach!")

3Has, Kakou Oymet Oynymnas Hopa, Poas pa3pasuiicsi OTBETHEIMU pPeIIuKaMu B e€ agpec. OmHaKo,
TaK KaKk UMEeHHO OH XKIaJl OT Heé YCTYIIOK, Y Hero He OBII0 Apyroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe KaK HEMHOT'0
CMSATYUTEL CBOM CJIOBaA.

— Hwuuero CTPAIIHOT' O, BEI elIll€ CIMIIKOM MOJIOfH. B MHpe IIOJIHO TaKWX, KdK BHI, 0COOEHHO cpenu
3HaTHU. Bama ManeHbKas I/I3BpaH.IéHHaH CTOpPOHa ceiyac maxke He CTOUT YIIOMHUHAHHUA.

— 9-3T0 mpaBpa’?

— Hy xoHeuHO!..



2KuBsi B 1M (PPOBYIO 310Xy, KOTa HHGOPMAIMy HU 0 YEM He xBaTano, Poan Mor oTBedaTh ¢ GOIBIION
YBEPEHHOCTEIO.

— BrI maxe He npeficTaBisgeTe, HACKOJIBKO Y2KaCHBIMU MOTYT CTATh JIIOIM, KOTHA OHU AEHCTBUTEILHO
BRIXOOST U3 ce0si. ECTh maxke MOHCTPHI, KOTOPEIE MTUTAIOTCS YeI0BeYECKOH MI0Thio! [T0 cpaBHEHHIO C
HUMH BHI KaK rajibka rmepej ropoi!

— ¢-1 noHUMAIO...

Hoquy-To, KOT[a 9T CJI0Ba UCXOOunu ot Posna, oHU 3By4Yalli UCKIIIOUUTEJIEHO YGGHI/ITGHBHO.
OcBOOOOUBIIIICE HAKOHEI OT CBOEH HOIIIM, OHA FHY6OKO B3OOXHYIIa C o0eryeHueM.

Poan, He oOpalaBuMii BHUMaHUS Ha TO, YTO EMY YAalIOCh BHIBECTH I0HYI0 Hopy u3
3aTPYOHUTETHHOTO MOJI0KEHHUS, BCE eIII€ PA3TJIarobCTBOBAJ O BCEBO3MOXKHEBIX CTPAHHBIX (DETHIIIAX, C
KOTOPBIMU OH CTAJIKABAJICS B CBOEM IIPEIBIAYIIEM MUPe, TaKUX KaK HEKPOGUIUS U MHOTOE IPYTOeE.
Braropaps ero cioBaM 3aMKHyTass Hopa OTKpEIIa IBepU B COBEPIIEHHO HOBHIM MUP.

— ...MTaK, TO, C UeM BHI CTOJIKHYJIUCE, - 9TO BooOule HUUTO. [IoKa BHI IIOJIy4aeTe coriacue APyrou
CTOPOHHI ¥ He 0ECIIOKOUTE OKPYXKAaIOUINX, BCE OymeT XOpoIIo.

— ¢ noHuMal.

BricnymmaB gimuHHBIM MOHOJIOT Poana, Hopa rimy6oko KMBHYTa, ¥ B €€ candupoBHIX I'Jla3ax 0J1eCHYI
OTOHEK.

— Ho Bcé xke nyuliie He gaBaTh 3TOMY A€y BHIUTH HapyXky, BepHO? Kak MHe HalTu TOro, KTo 6ymeT
IIOTAKaTh MHe?

— BaM BooOG111e HY2KHO 00 9TOM CITpaIIiBaTh?

Poan npe3puTenbHO TOCMOTPETT Ha MOJIOYI0 AEeBYIIKY, CTOSIBINYIO IIEPEN HUM, CJIOBHO HacMeXasiCh
HaJ €€ OTCYTCTBUEM OCTPOYMHUSI.

— Brl unen [Toma Kceknaiifos, 6yaymuii HacnegHUK TpoHa! ECTh MHOTO JTIOfieH, JKelalouX, YTOOk!
BHI 00Opalllanch C HUMHU Kak ¢ cobakaMu! Ecnu ObI BB TIOCTABUIIM MX B 0Yepedb, OUepeb
pacTsHynach Obl OT OGHOTO KOoHIla CBsimieHHOM CTonuilbl fo apyroro! O 4éM Bel OECIIOKOUTECH?
JTro6oro, Koro OBl BH He IOPOCUITH, OYIeT ©UMeTh YeCTh B3STh Ha ce0s 9Ty POJib!

— Tl cepr€3HO? Heyxkenu KTO-TO EeNCTBUTELHO TaK AyMaeT?

— Hy koHeuno! [IoBephTe MHE, HUKTO HE CMOXKET BaC OTBEPTrHYTh!



Po35 Bemn4eCTBEHHO B3MaXHYII py'KOI;I, daBad CBOE 3aBEPEHUE.

— B TakoMm cny4ae, Muctep Poaj... 4 mymaro, 9YTO THl - XOPOIIHUH BEIOOP.

Hopa nopHsnack Ha Horu u nopouuta K Poany. E€ Hora TonHya o ctyny Mexny 6émep Poana, oHa
HaKJIOHUJIACh ¥ CXBATHUJIA €T0 3a BOPOTHUK. OHA IIPOU3HECIa YBEPEHHBIM TOHOM, KOTOPBIA CTPAHHO
COYETaJICs C JIETKUM PYMSHIIEM Ha €€ IIEKax.

— CTaHp MOUM.
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