3aMeTHB, YTO Ha MSITOM 3TaXe eCTh eIle OIUH YeJI0BEK, OH YCTAaHOBHUII 3BYKOI/I3OJ'[${].II/IOHHBIIZ 6apbep,
IIpexpage 94eM CKa3aTh: «[a. TrI BCe ellle MUHAEIIbCST ?»

9BerH 3TOT 3HAKOMBIN 3BYK YCIIOKaHuBaJl, HO B TO K€ BPEeMA U CTEIOHUII. Ona nopHsNa TOJIOBY U
YBUEJIa KOIIKY U KOI'0-TO, KOT'O OHA OepXKaJlla PAO0M.

K coxanenuto, Kak TOJIbKO JBEJIMH yBUea AleKca, JIeKapCTBO MOAEKMCTBOBAJIO, ¥ €€ TeJI0 Hadajlio
TIIOTJIONIATh SHEPTHUIO C YTpoxKamlei CKopocThio. Co3HaHKe TIOMYTHEIO, TJla3a 3aTyMaHUIIKCE.

OHa TaMHCTBEHHBIM 00PAa30M IIOJHSJIACH C 3eMJIH, IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero MyCTHIMHU I'Jla3aMu U
nofoluia K HeMy. KpacHoTa Ha ee julle MeiJIeHHO PaCIIPOCTPaHSIach, a 0T CTPYUJICA 110 €€ Tey.
"Bonbion O6paT Anexc..."

— IlpocTu, OBenuH. Anekc npenBunes 3ToT 3¢GeKT, BHYTPEHHe U3BUHUIICS TIEpPeN Hell u
IIPUTOTOBUJICS HOKAYTHPOBATH €€.

Korpga paccrosinue MeXny HUMHK 0CTaBaJoCh BCETO JBa METPA, DBEJINH IPHITHYJa B ero 00bITHS,
obHMMas ero. HecMoTps Ha TIOPEMHYIO PEIIeTKY, PAa3essioulyio UX, ee MaJleHbKUe PYKH IIPOIIITA
MeXKy ITe/Ibi0 ¥ BIIEMHUJIUCH B €T0 IIIel0, II0Ka ee JIUI0 MPUOInKanIoch Bce Ouxke u Onuxe, mpexmue
YyeM OHa II0IleJI0Baja ero.

K coxanenuio, y Anekca Oblsla MacKa, 3aKphiBaBias eii ryoel. OH 00HSI ee, pexae 4eM
HOKAyTUPOBATh OOHUM YIApPOM B 3aThIIOK. «CITH CIIOKOMHO. 1 BEIIeuy Te0sT uepe3 MUHYTY».

Anexkc YHEC ee, IIpexKne 4eM BJIaCTHO€E JaBJIEHHE IIOINEKOTaJIo ero C3agu.

“I" Arlekc OTBEpHYJICS, He CyMeB novMath OBenuH. Ero [lyxoBHbIe ['1a3a noka3anu 4To-TO
yXacalolee, KOrfja OH B3[IPOTHYJI. JHEPTUs BHYTPU 3TOr0 MecTa Obljla BHE3aITHO U3MeHeHa
9Hepruel OOHOTo 4YesloBeKa. [IpyruMu CJI0BaMU, 3TO ObLJI COKaMEPHUK DBEJIKH.

«BouHCcTBeHHEBINM MOHapx? Her... 9T0...» B ero pyke nossunack kKaptodka Jleo3za. Kak TonpK0 0H
coOuparics mo3Bsarth Jleo3a, KOMHaTa 3BYKOU30JIAINY BHE3AIIHO CJIOMasiack, KOTfia OH YCHBIIIAN: «Ji,
napeHsb. TH ee X035KH... HeT, TH ee apeHb UM, MOXKET OBITh, €€ YYUTEIh?»

Anekc HaxMypuJl OpOBH, OCTAHOBHUJI CBOIO 9HEPTHUIO OT BXOJa B KapTy ¥ IIOCMOTpPEJI Ha KaMepy
CTapukKa.

«He oTHOCUTECH KO MHe BpaxkneOHO0. YecTHO TOBOpS, MHE HPABUTCS 3Ta MaJleHbKas JeBOYKa. Y Hee
ry0oKre 3HaHUS B 0671aCTH (HEXTOBAHUS U XOPOIINH MEHTAIUTET, @ 3TO 3HAYMT, UTO Y HEE XOPOIIUM
YUUTEIb».

OHeprus oKyTaja ero, 4To0bl He JaTh eMy yiTu. CoBepIIeHCTBOBAHKE 3TOTO YeI0BeKa OBITI0 BCETO
nunh boeBbiM MMTiepaTopoM, Wi, 110 KparHel Mepe, 3TO TO, UTO OH XOTeJI, YTOOH IpyTHe BUOEH.



ToNIbKO €ro AyXOBHEIE TJIa3a MOTJIM BHIETh, YTO OH CKPEIBAET CBOIO HACTOSIIYIO CHIIY. DTO TaKXKe
MOTJIO 03HAYaTh ellle OOHY OIKOKY cO CTOPOHE Hoams, X0Ts1, ecu OB He cBoeoOpa3Has mevyaTth Ha
ero tese, Hoamp GBI y2Ke 3TO 3aMETHIIL.

- Hoane, Bo3Bpalmaucs, - npukasan AJeKc, MaxHyJl PyKOU U BEIPBaJICA U3-NI0J SHEPreTU4eCKOro
OTpaHUYEHUS.

— Hy, g TouHo He cMmory y6enuTh Te6s1 TakuM 00pa3oM, BepHO? TauHCTBEHHEIN YeI0BeK MOMHSIICS C
3eMJId, CJIoMaJl ITedaTh Ha CBOEeM Tejie U BRICBOOOMUII CBOIO HACTOSIIYIO [JyXOBHYI0 DHEPTHIO.
«Bexarth 0T MeHs 0ecrone3Ho. f crpaBedIMBLIN YeJI0BEK, TaK KaK HacyeT 3Toro. Bel MoxkeTe 3agaTh
IIBa BOIIPOCA, IIPexke YeM OTBETUTh Ha MOM BOIIPOC».

..." Anekc, HeCOMHEHHO, OBIJI Ha ITpefesie CBOMX BO3MOXKHOCTEH. YBUIEB, YTO B 9TOM SHEPIUU HET
yOMMCTBEHHOTO HaMePEHUS, OH YCIIOKOUJICS U PEIINI MogLrpaTh. [I0CKOIBKY €T0 TPOTHBHUK OBIT
MUKOBLIM BoeHHBIM MoHapxoM uinu gaxe BoeHHbBIM CBSTHIM, OH HE MOT IT0OEOUTh, Jaxe eclu
IIpuU3Baj Kaxkaoro ayxa.

B ero nHBeHTape Oblsa ellle OfiHa Belllb, KOTOpPas MOrjla H3MEeHUTh CUTYyalHIo, I09TOMY OH CXBaTHJI
ee.

"Yro?!" TauHCTBEHHEIN YeJIOBEK [I0YYBCTBOBAJI IaBJieHUe, UCXOfsllee OT lipeameTta Ajlekca, U
3akpuya. «Comsk, Kak y Te0st MoxKeT ObITh 3Ta mTyKa? Kakue y Tebsi ¢ HUM OTHOLIEHUS ?»

Ha nuiie Anekca mosiBUJIOCH BEIpaXKeHHe YIUBIIEHUS, HO OHO OBICTPO YCIIOKOUIOCh. OH HUKAK He
OXKHMaJ, YTO 9TOT 3arafloYHbIA YeI0BeK OygeT UMeTh CBSI3b C €Tr0 X03IMHOM MakcBesioM. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, IIPEOMET, KOTOPHIM OH B3SJI M3 CBOET0 MHBEHTAPs, OBII )KeTOHOM MakcBesia. BCIIOMHUB, YTO
JKETOH cofepzKajl OOUH U3 eTr0 HaBHIKOB, OH IJIAHKPOBAJI UCII0Ih30BaTh €r0, KaK TOJIHKO CUTYallus
yxynmuTcs. OMHaKO peaklus TaMHCTBEHHOTO YeJIoBeKa 3aMHTPUT0Baia ero JII000IBITCTBO.

..." TeM He MeHee, AJleKC ITO-IpeKHEMY MOJI4aJll, He OTBedasi Ha ero BOIIPOC.

«41 He 3HaI0, CIIOKOEH THI UJIK pa3birphiBaelllb MeHs. B moboM ciydae, Tebe oTciofa He cbexkaTh, TakK
YTO IIPOCTO CIIPOCHU MEHS O JIBYX BeIlaX, MIpexkje YeM OTBETUTh Ha OfMH U3 MOUX BOIIPOCOB. f1 HU B
KOeM Cllydae He coOupaloch opaThcs ¢ ToOOoM. " TauHCTBEHHBIN YeJI0BEK I10KaJl IjleyaMH, IOfoIIeN K
peleTKe ¥ pa3pyLuy ee KyIakoM.

Y 9TOro TaMHCTBEHHOT'O YeJIOBeKa OBIIIK KOPOTKHE KallITAHOBEIE BOJIOCHI. XOTs OH He 3HaJl CBOETro
HaACTOAIIET0 BO3PAaCTa, ero HeMOJIOOO0€e JIMIIO BREITTIAOEIO OY€Hb I'TTaAKNM, 0e3 equHOM MOPIIWHKH.
OpgHako mocie Toro, Kak OH BAOPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI UYTO-TO OAPYIro€ OT €r0 I'jia3, KakK 6YJITO OH I'me-To 3TO
BUOeEII.

"TelL..." AlleKC Cy3WuJl I'J1a3a, IBITasiCh BCIOMHUTH, TOe OH BUAEN Takue riia3a. EMy moTpeboBanoch
HECKOJIBKO CEeKYH]I, TpexX/ie YeM OH IIOHSJI, YTO JAeHCTBUTENIFHO I'e-TO BUAE 3TO, U OHO OBIIO B
IIPOLITIOM MUpe. «Thl He YEeJIOBEK... Thl APAKOH».



"O? Brl 3HaeTe 4T0-TO Momo6HOoe?" OH OBIT HEMHOTO YIUBJIEH, HE 0XKMIAsl, YTO KTO-TO 9TO 3aMETHT.
Benp u3-3a TOro, 4To OblyTa HEOOIBINAS 3aKMCh O IPYTOM pace, KpoMe MOHCTPA, BCE TOJIBKO
KnacCu(UIMPOBAIN €r0 OCTPHIE I'Jla3a KaK 4YTO-TO CTPaHHOe. «TeM He MeHee, HUKTO He NOJIXKeH
3HATh, UTO B 3TOM MUpPE eCcTh AipakoH. OTKy/a BBl 3HAETE, UTO 5 APaKoH... AX, S CHOBa CIIpalInBao. B
mo60M ciydae, IPOCTO 3afialiTe MHE HECKOIHKO BOIIPOCOB, YTOOHI S TOXKE MOT 3a/ilaTh HECKOIHKO
BOTIPOCH K BaM. YBU[IEB, UTO y BaC €CTh 3TOT XKETOH, 5 He Oy[y HallafilaTh Ha Bac ".

B ero royiose MenabKanao MHOXKECTBO BOIIPOCOB, ¥ HECMOTPST HU Ha 4TO, Bceraa OblI BOITPOC, KOTOPHIH
CTaBUJICA Ha mepBoe MecTo. "KTo ThI?"

"O, napens." TauHCTBEHHBIM Y€JIOBEK ITIOMOPIIXIICS, ITI0Kadall TOJIOBOM U pPa304apOBaHHO CKa3an: «[la
nagHo. He 3agaBait 3TOT GaHaIbHBIHM BOIIPOC. XOTS, €CJIH Thl XOUelllb, YTOOHI ST OTBETHU Ha HETO,
Mory. f mam Tebe ellle OOUH ITaHC U3MEHUTH CBOM BOIIPOC».

Anekc 3agymalncs Ha MTHOBEHHeE, IIpexkae 4eM CIIpocuTh: «Ilouemy boeBoi CBATOM, TaKOM KakK THI,
TIPHUIIIEN B 3TO MECTO? DTO MECTO OIpefeIeHHO He MOTJIO yaepXaTh Tebsi, U Tl JaKe 3amedaTal CBOe
pa3BuTHE 0COOBIM 06pa30M».

«0, IMOAyMaTh TOJIBKO, YTO ThI Hd2K€ MOXKEIIb BUOETh CKBO3b MOIO TEXHUKY. Kak u 0XKuaganoch OT
KOI'0-TO, KTO CBSI3aH C HUM...» OH 3aAyMaJICAd Ha MTHOBEHHE, IIPEXKOe 9YeM OTBETUTh: «Y MeHS HeT
KaKOH-TO CprGBHOﬁ IIPUYHHEI. 9TO CBSI3aHO TOJIBKO C MOUM PA3BUTHUEM. qa IIepexuil emuie ooy
CTPaHHYIO 3BOJIIOIINIO, © MHE HOHaHOGI/IHI/ICL ZKEHIMNUHEI, C KOTOPEIMU MOZKHO OBLTO InepecIarTs, YTOOBI
IOJaBUTE CBOIO S3HEPTHUIO.

«$1 TIHITAJICS UCIIONIb30BaTh Gopaens Ha HeGecHoMm KOHTHHEHTE, HO HU OOUH M3 HUX HEe UMeJI
9KCTPAOpPAUHAPHOTo 3¢ GeKTa... ToKa S He HallleJl 3TO MeCTO. X TeXHUKa COBEPIIeHCTBOBAHUS
MOTJIa TIOTJIOTUTD YbI0-TO S9HEPTHIO, TO3TOMY S XOTEeJI HCIIOIb30BATh 9TOT IEPK, YTOOH! TOTJIOTUTD
MO0 IOMOJTHUTENbHYI0 SHEPTHI0. YeCTHO TOBOPS, OHU HEIIJIOXO CIIPABISIOTCS CO CBOEH 3afavyer.
Majio Toro, 4YTO OHU BHICOCAIM ITOYTH BCIO MO SHEPTHUIO, TaK eIle ¥ XKEHITWHH Y HUX CUJIbHEIE U
KpacuBhle. Xa-Xa, IPSIMO [IBa 3aiilla B OMHOM KaMHe.

«B mo6om cnyuyae... [lazxke Ha HebecHoMm KoHTHHEHTe y 3TUX XKeHITUH B 6opyee ObII0 TOIBKO
pasButre boesoro Koposns unu UMnepatopa, Majio 4eM OT/IMYAIOIIeeCs OT TeX AeBYIIeK 3[eChk. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHU OBLIM MMPOCTUTYTKAMHU, a HE YYEHUIIAMY CEKTHL... U 1 yBEPEH, YTO Bl IOHUMAETE,
YTO 51 UMelo B BuAy. [TomoxauTe, s He OOJIKEH IOBOPUTE CJIUIIIKOM MHOTO, TaK Kak 5 OTBETHJI Ha Balll
Bompoc. [Ia, OTBET U3-3a COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHUS».

«Torfma, moyemy ThI JIIOOUIIb JBEJINH, HE TOBOPH MHE, UTO THL...» X0TS AJleKC HUKOTa He OXUfall,
yT0 3TO0 [y1s1 KynbTUBaLUMM, OH He MOKa3ajl HUKAaKOT0 M3MEHEHUs B BEIPaXKEHUH JIULA U CITPOCUIT
CHOBA.

«Xa-xa... Thl, TPSI3HBIM COIJILK. £ 3Hal0, 4YTO TBOU BO3PAcCT HE TaK YK JajeK OT TOM MaJeHbKOU
neBouku. M Tebe He HYKHO TaK OOBMHSATL MEHS, TakK KakK S PeIIi O0JIbIINHCTBO CBOUX IIPO0IeEM>».
TanHCTBEHHBINM YETTOBEK MEIIEHHO PAaCKpPhLI cBoM [JoMeH Meua. OH MOT MCIIOJIb30BaTh TOJIBKO YaCTh
CBOETr0 BIIafIeHUsI MEYOM, HO, CY[s IT0 OOHOM TOJIBKO OCTPOTE, 3TOT CTAPUK OBIIT CUJIeH B 00PAIIeHUH C



MedoM. «OTO OfHA U3 IPUYUH, a Ipyras IpUUKrHa — ee Tla3a. f yBumen B HeM 4TO-TO, YEro OHa
naxe He BUguT B cebe. [ToaTOMy, KOTa 51 HAKOHEI] pPellly CBOIO Mpo6yeMy, g CIacy ee u cresa
CBO€U y4YeHuneu. "

«39T0 HEBO3MOXKHO. OHU UCIONB3YIOT €€, YTOOBI CpakaThCs MIPOTUB MeHs». AJIeKC IToKayasl T'0JI0BOH,
3Has, YTO 3TOT TAUHCTBEHHHIN YEJIOBEK BOBCE HE JIXKET.

«Torpga y MeHs K BaM BOIIPOC. BEI €ro y4uTesip Uiam 4To-TO B 9TOM pope? [I0CKONIbKYy MHE KaXKeTCs,
YTO 51 rpalbiIio Ybi0-TO COOCTBEHHOCTD, ECIIH MTPOCTO 3abepy ee».

Arexc He cpa3y OTBETUJI eMy. BMeCTO 3TOr0 OH IIOBEPHYJI I'OJIOBY U B3IJIAHYJI Ha JBEJIUH, IPEXIe
yeM IoKaydaTh TojioBoi. "HeT. f He ero yuuTenb UM MacTep. TO IpaBaa, 4To s ObUT TeM, KTO YUUII
ee, HO S OTHONIYCh K Hel OOJIbIlle KaK... KaK K Myafiiel cectpe? HeT, Kak K Miapiei cectpe."

«BoT Kak...» TauHCTBEHHHIM YEeJI0BEK CY3UIl T/la3a U CKa3all: «Torfga g MOTy B3STh €€ B KaUueCTBe
CBOEU YYEHHUIIBI».

— ToI geliCTBUTENBHO MOXKeIIh... Ho 5 10 cuX Iop He 3Hal0, KTO THl. M ecnu ¢ Heil 4TO-HUOYOb
CIIYYUTCH...

«He Bonnyics. {1 He U3 Takux». TaMHCTBEHHBIN YeJI0BEK B3TJIIHYJI HA CBOU XXETOH, 3aCTaBUB AJleKca
B3OPOTHYTh, HO MaxHYJI PYKOU! U OOCTaJl TaKOH Ke KEeTOH, YTO U OH. «IT0 3HAaK MakcBeJa, a 1 ero
opyr, ManHecc. JIrogu 4yacTo 3HaiT MeHs Kak [IbgHoro OrHg... X0Ts UMeHHO MaKcBes1 faa MHe 3TO
[IPO3BHUIIE».

"TIbSgHBIN OTOHB..." AJIEKC OTKPBII POT OT YAUBJIEHNS, BCIIOMHU OJHY CILIeHY U3 HUXKHEr0 MUpa U
ycTaBujcd Ha Hero. OH BCIIOMHMJI, YTO IIOMUMO TOTO, UTO OH CKa3aJjl eMy, YTO XKETOH COOEePKHUT OOUH
M3 eTr0 HaBHIKOB, OH TaKXKe CKa3aJjl eMy, YTO CYIIeCTBYeT HEeKUM YeJIoBeK 10 UMeHU [IbSIHBIN OTOHb.
ITo cmoBaM MakcBejinia, OH MOT IIOJI0XKUTHCS Ha 3TOr0 4YenoBeKa. OH MOYTUTEIBHO CXKaJll ero 1
IIOIIPUBETCTBOBAJL. «AnekcaHap Cupuyc, yueHUK MakcBeiia, npuBeTcTByeT Crapiuero IIessHOrO
OrHsa».

"Baxaxa..." MaHHecC Ha CEeKYHIYy OCTOJIOeHe I, IpeXkae YeM TaK CHUJIBHO PacX0X0TaThCs. ANEKC
OBICTPO CHesial MaCCUB 3BYKOU3OISIUK, YTOOB HEe TPEBOXKUTE Bpara. «Thl ero yueHuk? BepHo. Torma
OH CKa3ajJ MHe, YTO OH U3 HUKHEro Mupa...»

«Ha. { BcTpetun MacTepa ellje B HUKHEM MUPE U CTall ero y4eHUKOM. MacTep 0CTaBuiI TaM KJIOYOK
CBoeM mymm». Anekc KUBHYI ¢ o6rnerdeHneM. Tak OH HaKOHEIl BCTPETUIT BCEX CBOUX TJTaBHABIX
opy3ei... Uiy, mo KkpaiiHeu Mepe, TOro, KOro MOMHUII.

"9TOT MmapeHb NEeWCTBUTENLHO He IIyTKa. S YyBCTBYIO 110 TBOEM 9HEPruu, 4yto Tebe He OOJbIIe
Tpuanatu. KpoMme T0Oro, M0 OTHEHHOM aype, KOTOPYIO S YYBCTBYIO PaHbIIe, V TEOS HOIKEH OBITh
Yucteiii Orors. Cymst Mo TOMY, KaK OH JIIOOUT [eHCTBOBATh, OH [OIKEH ObIT HAy4YUTh TeOs AIXUMUS U
Maccus. Ha camoM fiene, OH BomkKeH MOTPe6oBaTh, YTOOL! BHI TOTYYMIM KOCMUYECKUM 3JIEMEHT. AX,



s MEeNCTBUTEJIHHO 3HAI0 ero». — ropho ckasan MaHHecc, cMesich. «B moboM cinydae, Trl cKaszan
paHee, UTO 3TO BIUSHUE UCIIOJIL3YET 3Ty MaJIeHbKYI0 JEeBOUKY, UTOOR 60POTHCS C TO6OM. TH B gpake
WJIX YTO-TO B 3TOM pOfie? TOMOYbL BaM B 3TOT pa3, ¥ BHl YKe [OJIXKHBI 3HAThH IIPUUUHY».

Anekc OBICTPO TTOKayas roloBoM, 0TBepras ero ungei. OH X0TeJI UMeTh 00JIblile KO3BIPEN BO BPpeEMS
cTpaHcTBul o HeGecHOMY KOHTUHEHTY, ¥ TOMOIIb BoeHHOTO CBATOrO Obl/Ia OYEHL IIeHHa. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, OH CHa4aJsla BOCIIOIb3yeTCsI HaBhKaMu MakcBea, Ipexae 4eM UATU K 3TOMY CTapuky. « 4l
caM pelry 3TOT BOIIPOC».

"JlagHo." M3HHecC KUBHYJI '0OJIOBOM U yKa3aJl IajibleM Ha XXKEeTOH, IIpeXae 4YeM CKa3aThb: « BHyTpu
3TOr0 XeTOHA HaXOOUTCS TeXHUKa, Ha3blBaeMasd Hute OrHeHHOro [IbsB0OsIa. HECKOIBKO CTPYH,
coenaHHBIX U3 ero Yucroro Orasg. C TaKUM XapoM OH MOT pa3pe3aTh CaMbIi TBEPABIM MeTasll B 3TOM
MUpe, KaK Hape3aTth To¢y. X0Ts g BCe paBHO HE YMPY, €CJIU Thl Hallafellb Ha MEHS C IIOMOIIbI0 9TOU
TEXHUKU.

<<Hy, MEI JOJI2KHBI CHa4alla yfITPI OTCIOfa. XOTH MOTY JIETKO BEIPBATLCA, 51 YYBCTBYIO, UTO THI HE
X0o4dells, YTOOEI 51 9TO menan». MaHHeECC CYy3HII I'lla3a, B3rJIsIHYJI Ha HEro U ImoTep HOJ:[60pO)J;0K.

«Jla. ITO MPOCTO IPOHUKHOBEHNE, YTOOK TOMOYb IBeNuH. Y ecnu OymeT Apyroy BapuaHT, TaKOU Kak
Crapmuii, MOH IIJTaH MOXKET IIPOBAIUTLCSI». ATIeKCel HUYEeTro OT Hero He CKphiBan. OH MOTHST PYKY U
co3[aJjl BpaTa B CHHee MHOTOCJIOMHOE IapCTBO. «BOT moueMy 1103BO/IbTE MHE ITPOBOAUTDL BaC HAPYXKYy,
CTapLInN».

«[IpocTo mo3BoHu MHe, CTapuK. TeM He MeHee, 51 TakK MaBHO BUOEN 3Ty TEXHUKY... HocTansruyeckue
[TpocTpancTBeHHBEIe BpaTa». MauHecc 6e3 KoneOaHUii MPHITHY B BOPOTA, JOBEPHUBIIKCH AJIEKCY.

Anekc HeMe[JIeHHO II0CJIefIoBall 3a HUM, Bes ero B Ipyroe MecTo.
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