PaitmMmoHp xoTen 00HSTD 9Ty CBOIO JOYb, HO €0 HOTHM OTKA3hIBAJIUChE OBUT'ATHCA. BwmecTto sToro Anucus
IIogoIijia K HeEMY U o0OHsIa. — HpOCTI/I, yT0 Oecmokoio Tebs Bce 9TO BpeMs.

«HeT, HET. ITO MOS BHa». PoliMOH[ IT0OKay4aJs IojIoBOM U KPEnKo 00HSI go4b, 1ada. UM Ov110
MHTEPECHO, KTO 13 HUX OB poouTesieM, a KTo pe0OeHKOM, YYUThIBas, 4YTo Anucus Bena ce0s Tak IIo-
B3POCIIOMY.

«QOreril... TH COCTapUICT».

— V Tebst ToXKe, XOTSI 3TO HUKAK He 0TPaXaeTCsl Ha TBOEW BHEUTHOCTH. TeM He MeHee... Thl, HOIKHO
ObITH, MHOTO€E TIEPEXKUJII. & MPOCTO pafl, YTO BUXKY, UTO ¥ T€OS BCE XOPOIIIO U TH yIbIOaelbCs BOT
Tak... 3aKOH.

Anucus 3aKpPhJIa I'ia3a. Ecnu O6vl OHa 9TOTO He chejalia, U3 ee rjia3 MOTJIX Obl TeUh CJIE3H.

MyuuTenbHas 0071b B UX Cepflle, HAKOHEI], MCcYe3Jla, ¥ UX OXBATHUJIO TEIJI0 CEMBH.

«B mo6oM ciy4ae, He CTOMT yCTPauBaTh TAKyIO MOKA3yXy, OTell, MBI BCe ellle B TPOHHOM 3alie».
Anuvcus ynbIOHYTach ¥ OTIYCTHUIA ero. «[laBaiTe CHavYasma yJlaguM 3TO HeJio, X0poIo? § momen K
HaM [IOMO} ¥ IOTIPOCHUJ KOT0-HUOYIb YCTPOUTD AJIT HAC OOJIBLIYIO BEUEPUHKY».

"Ara." PaiMOH[ BBEITED CJI€3Hl ¥ MEJIEHHO IIOAHSAJICSA C 3€MJIM, IIpeXkKe YeM CKJIOHUTh TOJIOBY Ilepe[
Kapomnnom. «{ mipoiiy npoieHus 3a CBOX JeMOHCTPaluio paHee, Baiie BennuecTBo».

XoTs1 oHM OBUTH OpaThsIMM, B 3TOM TPOHHOM 3aJjie OHHU BCe eIre OBIIY MOAMaHHEIMK ¥ KopoieM. [laxe
ceiHy Kaposa HykHO OBIII0 Ha3klBaTh ero «Baine BenuyecTBo», a He «OTen».

Kapost onemntun 1 B3T/ISIHYI Ha KOPOJIST U3 HOBOTO KOPOJIEBCTBA. «XM, 51 X0TeJ OBl CHOBa BO30OHOBUTH
BCTpeYy IOCJIe 3TOU Yepenbl IMOLUK».

Anekc KUBHYJI ¥ 0TBeJl AJIICHIO B CTOPOHY, B TO BpeMs KakK Ajlekca, Ka3ajoch, CjlefoBaa 3a HUM,
Kyna Obl OH Hu nommes. OH IOTJIagul ee 10 FOJIOBe U IOCMOTpPEN Ha repos 1 Kopons. «MTak, s XxoTen
OBl CIPOCUTH, KAKOBA HACTOSINAs IPUYNHA 3TOTO OECIIOKOMCTBA?»

«Tot Bor, BepHO? TH y2Ke [OKEeH 3HATh 00 9TOM, ECJTH IIPaBUIbHO HAOMIOMAEIh 3a CBOUM HAPOJOM».
T'epoii 3aprryan. EMy yxe GBIJI0 BCe paBHO, IOTOMY YTO OH MOXKET YMEPETh B 9TOM KOPOJIEBCTBE,
TIOTOMY 4YTO KOPOJIb BCE BBIOOJITAET. «f] IIOHS, YTO TH IIPOCTO KTO-TO CUJIbHEE, a He Bor».

«...» Anekc u Anucusi o0OMeHSIIUCh B3rjndgaMu U paCCMeAINCh.

«Xa-xa... KakoBo 3T0, KOT[la paCKphIBaeTCS TBOSI HACTOAIIAS IMYHOCTh?» ['€pOil YXMBIIbHYJICS.



COJ'I,'E[aTBI U MUHHUCTPEI aXHYJIW, HUKOT'Od HE OXKHWOas1, 4YTO Anexkc He bor.

«ITousiTHO. ECcnir MBI He O0OTH, TO KTO MBI?» — CIIPOCHJIA AJTMCHS C HEMBIM BUOM, CJIOBHO ITBITA/IaCh
MIOM3[IeBaThCS Haf 3TUM I'epPOEM.

«$1 He yBepeH. {1 mpoBepuII CBOM COOCTBEHHEIM CTATyC B APYTOM MUPE, HO OHM HE MOTYT OIIPeeInuTh
cuny bora». Anekc moxarn miuedamu. «Eciu Obl 51 He ObITT 60roM, TOTIa YTO U3 9TOro? MHE yIapuTh
3TO TaK Ha3bIlBaeMoe HOBOe KopoyieBcTBO? He OecrokonTeck. f ymapio TOIBKO OOUH pas».

«Thl cepbe3HO? THI 3HaeEIIb, YTO TBOSI CUJIA CIOCOOHA Pa3pyIIUTh FOPOJ TAKOr'0 pa3Mepa ONHUM
KyJIaKOM, BEPHO?»

«YT0 51 Mory cuenath? OHU He IIOBEPSAT MHE».

Cny1iast pa3roBop 3TOM IMapkl, JIIOAY aXxanu. MM ObIJI0 MHTEPECHO, HAaCKOIbKO OHM CKa3asld MpPaBay.
Ecnu To, 94TO OHM CKa3aju, OBIJIO IIPaBIOM, TO HOBOE KOPOJIEBCTBO CTOJIKHETCS C IMIPO0IeMOoi, KOTOPOM
y HUX HUKOTZa He OBIJIO.

U To, uTO Anucus mpuBesa ero Ciofa 3a HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, OH y2Ke MOT BUIETh CKBO3b UX CHJTy. BBIIO
OBl TJIYIIO 3JTUTDh 3TUX ABOUX, OBUIM OHU OOTaMu MM HET.

Kopornb TyT ke BCTas nepes HUM Ha KOJIeHU U cpocui. «IloxkanyicTa, IPOCTA MO€e KOPOJIEBCTBO. A
cHesalo BCe, YTO ThI XOuelnb. [ToxkanyncTa, He yOUBall MEHSI».

— Torpga pacckazxu HaM Bce. Anucus IIPUILypUila Ifla3a, Ipexae YeM OKa3aTh BIaCTHOE HaBlieHHeE,
13-3a KOTOPOTO UM CTaJI0 TPYZHO [bIIaTh. ITO YYBCTBOBAIMU BCE, B TOM YHCIie U PaliMOH]I.

AJeKC TOJIBKO B3TJISIHYJIa Ha Hee, 3Has, YTO i HyKHO IT0Ka3aTh 9Ty CHUIIY, YTOOHI BCEIUTh CTPAX B UX
cepara.

Ecnu MUHHUCTPHI OYMAJIX, YTO MOTYT HAaBPEOUTH KOpOHeBCKOfI CeéMEbe, PACIIPOCTPaHAA JI0XKDb 00 ux
HBIHEITHEM CTaTyCe, TO 3Ta 3HEPTrusd yﬁennna uX.

Yepe3 HECKOIBKO CEKYH] OHa IeJIKHYJIa MTalblleM, 0TKa3hIBasiCh OT CBOEM CHUITbL. — BBl MOXKeTe
TOBOPHT.

«a-ga. 9TOT HAMOJIHUJICS KaAHOCThIO ¥ IIPU3BaJl reposi U3 Apyroro Mupa. [I0CKOIbKY repor X0Ten
OBICTPO CTATh CUJIbHEE, OH PEIIUJI IIOIPOCHUTh MEeHS IIOATOTOBUTE AJIST HETO MHOTO JIfofiell Ha O0WHIO».
Kopons BeITanui sTo.

"Yto THI cKa3asn?!" ITo, KOHEYHO, IIOKUPOBAJIO JTI0JIeH, HO TOT, KTO KpU4daJj pPaHblle, He ObIJT KEM-TO
u3 KoponeBcTBa Akaius. HarmpoTus, 3T0 OB repoi. — ITO THI IPEAJIOKUIT MHE 3Ty HUaeto!



Onu Havyaau 00BUHSTH APYT OPyTa M PACCKa3ajIi BCEM CBOM CEKPET, CaMM TOTO He 0CO3HaBasi. I1ocon
yIasn Ha KOJIEHH, CJIOBHO CMUPHBIIUCE CO CMEPTHIO.

Oxkaszanocs, repoit youn 6oiee ceMu THICSY KU3HEU OT CIa0BIX 00 CUJIbHBIX, YTOOH YBEJIUYUTD CBOIO
cumny. 9To ObIT0 HETTpUeMIeMO IJisi OONBUIMHCTBA JTI0[IeH, TOCKOIbKY OHM Hadajlu IIPOTECTOBATE,
npocs Kapoiia Ka3HUTh UX.

"Kxm!" Ilapb 0CTaHOBUJI UX U OTHaJ] CBOM yKa3. «{ pemmun. ['epoit mpencTaHeT nepen HAIIUM CYAOM
3a BCe JiesTHUs, KOTOPhIe OH COBEPIIHUJI. A T0oKa s mompoiry momotury y Cesitoro KoponescTBa, YTOOH
PEeIIuTh BOIPOC C UX KOPOJIEM.

«Onu o6a BUHOBHHI. Kak BBl yKe CIIHIIIANIA paHee, MBI HAYHEM paccliefloBaHue Bcex o01acTel, o
KOTOPHIX OHUM TOBOPUIIM paHee. ITocye aToro y Hac OyOyT CBOM I'paxkfaHe, YTOOb CYAUTH 00 3TOM
nene. UYto B fymaeTe, CBATAA?»

«Bame BenuuectBo, Kapos, Mynp». Mapus rpaniio3Ho CKJIOHUIIA IoyloBy. «Moe CBsiToe
KoponeBcTBo 6yeT COTpyIHUYATH C BalllUM KOPOJIEBCTBOM, ITOKA 3TO [eJI0 He 3aKOHUUTCS».

«Ymy». Kaposnyc KuBHYII ¥ ToCMOTpesI Ha Pu3. — f mepemam 3To felio B Balllu pyKu, MUHUCTD Puse.

Pu3 mmpoKo packphlsia I'7la3a, HUKOTTA He 0Xumas, 4To y Hee OyneT Takou mauc. OHa TyT ke
OIIyCTHUJIAaCh Ha KOJIEHU U CKa3asa: «brnarogapio Bamre BenuuectBo. 9TOT PU3 Bac He pa3odapyer».

OHa Oblna omieoMieHa 671aroCKI0HHOCThI0 Kapornma. OHa MOT/Ia He TOJIBKO OTOMCTHTh TeM, KTO ee
Ipenas, HoO ¥ 0CBOOOOUTH CBOE MPEedbIyIlee KOPOIeBCTBO. YTO Ke KacaeTCs TOT0, UTO MMPOU30HAeT
IaJblie, TO 3TO yXKe He ee I0PUCTUKIIHS.

Iaxe ecnu TOpOXKaHe X0TeJIH, yTOORI OHA BEPHYJIACh B Ka4eCTBEe IIPABUTEJIA, OHA PEINjid OCTAThCA B
9TOM KOPOJIEBCTBE B Ka4eCTBE MUHHUCTPA.

[epoii u Koposb mob6iefHeN!, yIpeKkas OMHOBPEMEHHO. — MBI 0TKa3biBaeMcCs! MHI...

Onu mpogoskaimu 60TaTh 060 BceM, HO AJIEKC PEIIHI CO30aTh MaCCUB 3BYKOU3OJISAILUY, a ATTMCHS
crernasna MaccuB 6apbepPOB, KOTOPHIHA 3amupa ux.

Arnekceli HEMHOTO nmogyMai 1 PemniI nevictBoBaTh. OH co3man Ocoboe ]_[apCTBO B UX Te€JlaX "
IIOTJIOTHUII BCIO UX CHUILY.

«4 3ameyaras 00e TBOUM CHUJIEI, TaK YTO C 3TOr0 MOMEHTA THl HUYET0 He CMOXKEIb CAeIaTh». 3aTeM
Anekc BHHYN iBe OyMaru ¥ Ha4epTHJI Ha HUX MacCUB, Ipexkae yeM Opocuth 06e Gymaru Kapomnycy.
«3JTa Oymara — KJII04 K UX ITe4aTh».



KapOJ'IJ'I IIPUTIOOHSAII 6p0BI/I, IIOHMMad, 3a9eM €My OeJlaTh KIII04YH. OH BeXJIMBO IOKJIOHUJICS U
Ho6narouapnn ero.

«E1mie ogHo. B KauecTBe ellle 0OQHOTO HaKa3aHHUs S CO3JaM 3aMOK, YTOOLI KOPOJIEBCTBO HEe MOTJIO
JIETKO TIPU3BaTh APYroro repos. s aToro notpedyeTcss oqoOpeHue BCEX TPEX KOPOJIEBCTBY. —
moOaBuma Anucusi. «4 maMm CBOIO medaTh mo3xe. TiuateabHo obeperaite mevaThb».

— M=zl nonuMaeM, — oTtBeTunu Kaponn u Mapus.

"Ctpaxa! Yoepute sTux gsoux!"

Bouina cTpaxa u cxBaTuiia ¥ KOPOJisd, ¥ repos. YTo KacaeTcs IIOCIaHHUKA, TO OH ITIOCMOTpPEIT Ha
Kapornna u noknoxuncs eMmy. «Barie BenudyecTBo, Moii Tpex CIUILIKOM BeTHK i MeHsd. U Bce xe g
X0TeJl OBl IOTIPOCUTD Y Bac mpoleHus. [laxke eciu s He MOTy U30exKaTb CMEPTH, 5 X04y CIIOKOMHOU
CMEpPTH».

Kapomnnyc Haxmypusn 6poBu. X0Tg XOOWIN CITyXU, HACKOJIBKO IIy00Ka ero IpuiacTHOCTb K 3TOMY
WHITUIEHTY, CIIyXOB O TOM, YTO OH KOT0-TO y6u, He 6b1710. OH HEMHOT'0 ITOTyMall U MIPUHSIT PEIeHne
0 HakKa3aHuU. «Bamum Haka3zaHueM OyeT CMepTh OT siffa. A moka, CTpaxu, IPUBEUTE U €TO».

[Tocon BCTan Ha KOJIEHH, BEIpazKasi 6J'Ial"OJlapHOCTb, Ipexne 4eM IMOKNHYTh KOMHATy C OXPaHHUKAMMU.

YBHEB, UTO BCe pelleHo, OH 00bsABUT: «Ha 3ToM 51 00BN, 4TO cOOpaHUe OKOHUYEHO. Bce HOMKHEL
YUTH».

Anekc B3TISHYJ HA MUHUCTPOB, Kak OyATO roBops UM yiTH. be3 0co60ro BeIOOpa OHU PELIniu
CJIemoBaTh UHCTPYKIIMY, 3aflaBasiCh BOIPOCOM, HYKHO JTU MM IIPUHECTH TTOHAPKU ANMCHY U AJIEKCY.

"Anucus!" Kak ToIbKO OHU Mcue3nH, Jlea MOOCKOYMIA K Hel ¥ 00HSIa.

Anvicus yneiOHyach U 00HsIA ee B 0TBET. «ECu ogyMaTh, y MOEH CECTPHI Y2Ke eCThb [04b, MHE
OYeHb JKaJlb, YTO 51 He CMOT y4aCTBOBATh B Ballleil cBaib0e».

— He roBopu 6osbiie. Tel 60poJICS 3a CBOIO KU3HB, TaK YTO HE CTOUT 00 3TOM JyMaTh.

"ITpaBuneHoO. I'me cectpa Mua? ¥V Hee yxke eCTb MyXK?"

«39M... HeT». Jlea ¢ pa3oyapoBaHHBLIM BeIpaXkKeHWEM JIHIla OTBea B3TIAM. «Y Hee HEeT HUKAaKOTr0
MHTEpeca K 3TOMY fefly. XO0Ts 3TO OTTOBOPKA, OHA BCe XKe TOBOPUT, UTO pu4uHa B Aslekce. MOXKHO
CKa3aTh, YTO OH CIIMIIKOM KPaCHUB U CHUJIEH, YTOOLI HUKTO OPYTOM HEe MOT II0K0IebaTh ee cepple.
Oren Toxe 00€CIIOKOEH 3TUM BOIIPOCOM, HE TaK JIU?»



PaiiMOH[I ITOYYBCTBOBAJI €€ B3TJISAM U [T0Yecas 3aThIIOK, U3]aB IIyXoi cMelok. «Jla. OHa ceidac
3aHHMAETCsI MaTMUYeCKUMHU UCCIIeqoBaHusIMU. YTo XK, s He OyIy HaBSI3HIBATh € CBOM HOeasl, Tak 4TO
He 0eCIIOKOUTECH.

«Xe-xe... 91 Bce erne GrarogapHa 3a 3T0. brarogapst 9ToMy Y MEHSI MOKET ObITh JTYYIIHWA MyXK [JIs
MeHs». Anucus yneOHYIach.

«Hy, oHa obeIllaeT, 4TO YCHIHOBUT CHIHA UJIM JO0Yh B KaUeCTBE CBOETO IIpeeMHUKa. f He 3Halo, 4TO
CKasaTh 110 3TOMY IIOBOJY, HO €CJIM OHA He IIPOTUB, S TOIHKO 0000PsII0».

— OTO II0X0XKe Ha Hee. ATTUCHUS KUBHYIA. «B 9TOM HET HUYEro Ij10Xoro. Ey He Hy2KHO IOAAepKUBaTh
YUCTOTY POLOCIIOBHOM, BEPHO? B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA HE CTaHEeT IIPEeeMHUIIEN foMa».

— OT0 Mo BuHA? Jlea mocMOTpena BHUS.

«Koneuno, HeT. Ecnu cecTtpa Jlea ToxKe CUMTAET, YTO 3TO IIPABUIIBHO, TO BCE B IOPSIAKE». ATUCHS
HEMHOT'0 TTI0fyMaJia ¥ CMeHHIa TeMy. «B mo60oM ciydae, s IpHIlles JOMOM IToOpaHbllle U MOMPOCHIT
HECKOJIBKUX CJIyT, KOTOPHIX BHl IIPOCUTE, COHePKaTh IIOMeCThe [JIs IOATOTOBKY K BeuepuHKe. dupus
u llleppu ynpaBnsaioT aTuM. Y ma, ceMbst MepoHa Toxke OymeT Tam».

"9T0 X0poiro. Y Hac OyneT Temnas BeuepuHKa." Jlea HEOMHOKPATHO KKBaja, HOBOJIbHAS 3TOM HIeel.

KapOJ'IJ'I B3OPOTHYII ¥ IIPOOOJIZKAII OTJIAOBIBATECA Ha3dd U BIIepeENd, KakK GYJITO YyYBCTBOBAJI cebs
OOWHOKHUM.

— 91 He 3a0mw11 0 Tebe, msans. AnucHs HaKOHEIl TOCMOTperla Ha Hero. «4 Bcerga 6marogapen Tebe,
0Cco0eHHO 3a Ty 4acCTh, I'Tle TH 3aCTaBUJI AJleKca CTaTh MOel HeBeCTOU. Thl TaKxkKe MOXKeIlb IPUUTH Ha
Hallly BEeYEPUHKY, TIOCKOJIbKY THI 4aCTh Halllell CeMbU».

- Pa3 Tak, To 1 HEMe[JIeHHO OTIIPaBIIIOCh Tyma. Kapot HeogHOKpaTHO KUBaJlL.

— BepHo. Tl yKe Halllel HaCJIegHOTO MPUHIAa?

— OH... — Kapomnnyc mepHyn 6poBsamu. «OH CyMacIIedInii, TOBOPS, YTO He XOUET TPOHAa».

«HM3-3a 3TOT0 OHM BOEBaJIM HECKOJIBKO [IHel», — mobaBui PaiiMoH, maBas 6ojee YeTKY0 KapTHHY.
«OHU COTTTaCUINCh, YTOOE er0 COOCTBEHHBIN BHYK BBIIIOIHSAT 3Ty paboTy. U mocie poxXmeHus ChIHA
OH TIyTEILIECTBYET 110 MUPY C XKEHOM, 0CTaBUB pebeHKa Ha pyKaX. Thdy, OT OOHOM MBICTH 00 3TOM Y
MeHS 3aKUIlaeT KPOBb. f He ero pofguTeb, s X04y yAapuTh 3Toro pebeHka ofuH pas... HeT, g ygapio
3Toro pebeHKa, KOTrga OH IPUAET AOMOM B CIEOYIOUINN pa3».

«f 3aCTaB/I0 CMOTPETH €TO CcOOCTBEHHOTO ChIHA, YTOOBI OH HE CTaJl TAKUM, KaK ero oTel». Kaponn



COT'JIaCHIICH.

Kak 1 0XKuOanoch, CHHEPTUsS MeXay HUMHU Obllla KaK HUKOTHa CHUJIbHA.

Anekc u Anucug OJIOﬁpI/ITeHLHO KUBHYIIHU, IIPEXKOe 9eM IIOCIIEeIHAA Ha4dadjla NCKATh Pus u Mapmo
[Toxoxe, oHU oba YLk, TaK KaK He OBLITH YaCThI0 CBOMX CEMEH.

M3HayanbHO OHa XOTesla IOIPOCUTH UX 000X TaKXKe IIPUCYTCTBOBATh, HO 3TO He MOTJIO IIOMOYb, €CNU
OHU VIIIJIH.

«Myx... MHe TOXe IIPUIIaCUTh MONYJII0gel?» — CIPOCUiia AJTUCUS.

Anekc HaxXMypHUJICS, BCIIOMUHAs BECh CBOM OIBIT 00IIeHMs C MOMymogbMu. OHM ObIJIM TOYHO TaKUMHU
XKe, KaK U ero gyxu, ctpaHHeiMu. "HeT. { gymaro, 4To 3TO 1yioxas uges. S MpocTo BEICKaXYyCh
mo3xe".

"Xoporo." Anmrcust OCTaHOBUIIACh. — Torfga He MOTJIH OBl BE OTIIPABUThL HAC B 0COOHSIK PusepTua?

Arekc LIenKHYI IajblieM U CO3[all MaCCUB TeJlenopTanuy, oKyTas PauiMoHfa, Jleto u Anekcy. B
MTHOBEHHE OKa OHM IPHUOBIIH B 0COOHSIK Pu3epTua.
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