«Bce B nopsimke, ctapeiniHa. Mul 6/1arofapHb 3a OMHY MEBIC/Ib». ApHS IIOMBITAIach BE2KITHBO
OTKa3aThCs, TaK KakK OBIIO OBl HEKPACHBO CPa3y MOIYYHTh TAKYIO BEIllb TaK PaHO, 0COOEHHO TY,
KOTOPYIO OHM He 3apaboTaau caMu. DTO HaBepHSIKa 3aCTaBUT OKPYXKAIOIIKUX 00PAaTUTh HA HUX
BHUMaHMeE.

"Hert, HeT. Bce B mopsaake. M s caM 9To cKa3aJl, S MOTY JaThb BaM TOIbKO TOT[a, KOT[a Bbl BOUAETE B
MOU muK. [IpyruMu CJI0BaMH, BaM HYKHO CHayaJjla CTaTh BHYTpeHHUM Y4eHUKOM. XOTS 9TOT ITapeHb
yXKe KBaNMu(HUIIMPOBaH, HO JaBaiTe IIOTOBOPKUM 06 3TOM ITOC/Ie TPpoCcMOoTpa TecTa». OHa yNIbIOHYaCk.

«f-g...» OHa B3T/IsIHyJa Ha AsieKca, KOTOPBIY KUBHYJI F0JI0BOU. "4 moHuUMar. f chenai Bce
BO3MOXKHOe."

"Xopomo." CrapeiinHa, IOX0XKe, CMOTJIa IOJIyYUTh HEKOTOPYIO HH(POPMALKUIO O TOM, HACKOJIBKO OHa
3aBHcesa OT AJIeKca, YTO 3aCTaBUJIIO ee ellle 00JIbIe X0TeTh 00IagaTh AnekcoM. be3 coMHeHus, B
9TOU T'PYyIIe BCe KOHTPOIKUPOBAIOCh AIEKCOM, HO BCEM PYKOBOOUIa Apus.

[ToCcKONBKY OHa MOTJIa 3alloJIy4YuTh AJieKca, BHITAIllMB ApHI0, KOTOPYIO CIIy4YalHO YBUETIa B
IIPOLIJIOM, OHA He MOrJIa He UCII0JIb30BaTh 3TO.

Anexkc Habioasn 3a MOBeAEHUEM CTapIIero u Ccy3un riasa. OH He 3HaJ II0YeMy, HO MyK4YKHa-
CTapeullIrHa BeIrnsagen Kak Cegpmon CTapeuilivHa, TOT CaMbli, KOTOPBIN IIpuBell ero B CeKTy
Heb6ecHoro Meua B mponuioM. Mexnay TeM cTaplias KeHIIrHa Obla moxoxka Ha Yapeio. X0OTs OHa He
Oblia TaKOM IUKOM, KaK OHA, UX CTUJIb BeIEeHUS Hesl ObLI MOX0XK.

OH He 3HAJI, CMESIThCSI €My MJIH IIJTaKaTh B 3TOT MOMeHT. 1o KpaiiHel Mepe, eMy HYKHO OyIeT uMeTh
[esio C OBYMSI JIIOObMHU, C KOTOPHIMU Y HEro OBLI OIBIT, TaK YTO MP06JieM OBITh He [TOIKHO.

Ecnu Ov cTapiuuit ObIT TAKUM, KaK ApPHst UTM BTOPO#H Moyomo# MacTep, ['ama I'peiidur, oH 651 TOUHO
He XOPOIIIO ITPOBEJI BPeMsi.

— Iymato, mopa uATU. Anekc cooOuIun Apun MEICTIEHHOW Tepefayei.

Apus He chernajia HUKaKuX OBUKEHUH, KpoMe KakK cxkKalla Pyku. «Torpga, ctapedmuHel. 1 Boimy
TIEPBBIM».

"KoHeuHo." OHa Maxasa PyKoy, TI0Ka OHU He UCYE3JIU U3 ee [0JI 3PeHus.

— TrI yBEpEH, YTO OHA TOTO CTOUT, YTOOBI ThI TOKEPTBOBAJ 3TOM KBOTOM? MyXKUNHA-CTapeHIlInHa He
MOT 0OJIbIIIe KOATh U CIIPOCHIL.

«CTapeyInHEL, OTBEYAlOIIUe 3a 3aUnciieHne, OyayT MEHSIThCSA KaX/blii pa3. BoT mouyemy Mbl
TIOJTyYXM IIPEUMYIIECTBO BEIOOpa YYeHUKa, Pa3peliuB TakKoi 0COOLIM HOMYCK. B TO BpeMsi 3T0 MOXKeT
OBITH IIJIOXOM TOMI, KOTTIa BEl HE MOXKeTe HalTh HU OJHOTO TaJIaHT/IMBOTO YUYEHUK, B TO BpEMS KakK B



Ipyroii pa3 Tebe MoBe3yI0, UTO y Te6S €CTh POCKOIIL BEIOUPaTh. Y 1oCcye TOTo, KaK 5 CHeJIal 3TO
HECKOJIBKO Pa3, 9TO JIy4IIuil BEIOOD, KOTOPEIH 51 Korpa-mu6o menman». OHa yXMBUTBHYIACh.

«Heyzkenu y 9TOM [eBYLIKM TaJaHT TaKoii 0osbinoi? Hy, Mbl He MOXKeM IIOXUTUTh YUeHUI] IPYTUX
CTapeuInH, Y KOTOPHIX eCTh peKOMeHIaTeIbHOE MHChMO, HO S AyMalo, BBl TOXKE MOXKETE 3TO
coenaTs... Pa3 yxX B He moxarseeTe, 1 BEIOEPYy CaMyl BEICOKYIO TAJlaHT BO BPeMS 3TOT0 3a4YUCIIEHUSs,
Y TH HE CMOXKeIlb O0POTHCA CO MHOM M3-3a yUeHUKa».

«Xe-xe... Moxeb monpoboBaTk. fd abCOMIOTHO He TMoxkaje». OHa IPUKYCHIIa 3K, I0Ka OHU
IIPOJOJIKAJK CBOIO paboTy.

Tem BpeMeHeM Ajekc 1 Apus 1y 1Mo 6amMOyKoBO# TPOIMHKE Yepes mpya. TaM OHU HallIx
OmnpeneieHHBIY 3HaK.

HUpute BIIEDEN, YTOOBI IIPOAOOJIXKUTE.

Anekc B 3aMellaTeIbCTBE HAKIOHU TOJIOBY U TYT 2K€ aKTHBHUPOBAJI CBOXU JYXOBHEIE I'JIa34, YTOOBI
ITPOBEPHUTH, JIOBYIIKA 3TO UJIA HET.

3HaK X0TeJ, YTOOH OHY ITePECEKIIN PEKY U MPOLUUTH Yepe3 6aMOYKOBHIH JIeC, TO3TOMY OH IIPOBEPUIT
7iec, He yIIyCTUB HU OMHOTO 3HAKa.

K coxanenuio, OH HUYETO He Halllel, IIO3TOMY pPeHInJI, 94TO 3TO JIOZKHAA TPEeBOra.

"[loupem."

Apus KMBHYJIQ, KOTJa OHH IIOIIJIX BIIePes, Mpexae yeM 00HAPYKUIU BHYTPYU HEOOJIBIION ropof. ITO
OBbLI, KOHEYHO, MaJIEHbKUM TOPOHOK, HAIOTHEHHBIN JTIOIbMH.

Korpma Anexkc YBUOEII NX COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHKE, OH ITOHAII, YTO OHH ObLIH Y4eHuKaMH, KOTOPEIe
O OJIZKHBI ObLTK OBITH BMECTE C HUMH.

Bcero B ropoje oH BHAEJ OKOJIO IECTUIECSITH YEeI0BEK.

XOTsI OH BREITJIHEN KaK FOpofl, caM pa3Mep ObLI KakK JepeBHs. Bxon Takxke OB CHejlaH U3 JepeBa,
TaK KaK OHM HAIIJId CTAPEHIINHY, CUISIIEro V BX0Ha 1 TPeloLIerocs Ha COJIHIIE.

«ITpocTuTe HaAC, cTaperIInHb». OHU BEKIIMBO ITO300POBAIMCH CO CTAPEUIITNHOM.

CrapeiimuHa ObT 0OY4€HB CTAp U BHITJISAAEN TakK, OyaATO HAaC/TaxkOascs XXKU3HbI0 B IePEBIHHOM KpecIie,
KOTOPOEe MOTJIO PaCKaYMBaThCS B3af-BIEPEN.



<<J106p0 II02KaJIOBATh B CEKTY. Crauana MHe HY2KHO YBUIOETH Balll 2KE€TOHBI», — CKa3adJl OH TUXUM
TOJIOCOM.

Anexc u Apus mepenany cBou OPOH30BHIE XKETOHEI CTapeUIIuHe.

"Xm?!" Korpa oH yBUzen xKeToH ApuH, y Hero He ObI0 0C000# peakluy, HO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OH
yBU[ET KEeTOH AJleKca, ero Ty0sl CKpuBuIKUCh. OH B3TJISIHYI Ha AjleKca U CHOBa 3aKphLJI I'71a3a,
IIpex[e 4eM BePHYTh XKETOHHL. «MCcnETaHne HavHeTCs Yepe3 [ABa OHS. BBl MOXeTe BOUTHU B 3TO
MEeCTO U ITONTH HajleBO, YTOOE 0CTaBaTLCA B CBOEU KBApTUPE, IIOKA He NPUAET BpeMs. f aKTUBUPYIO
Balll XKEeTOH Ceryac».

IIBa XeTOHa BHE3AIHO ITOSIBUJIKACH, IOCKOJILKY OHM II0Ka3a/lu OllpefesieHHOe Yucio. Korma mBoe
CXBATUJIU CBOM KETOHH, AJIEKC HEMEeJJIEHHO IIOTIPOCKIT APHUIO CIIPOCUTH CTAPEHIINHY O IPUYUHE
HOMeEpa.

«/3BuHUTE, CTapeinuHa. 4 xoTen OB CIPOCUTD, KaKOBA IEJIb 3TOT'0 HOMepa».

«39T0 TIPOCTO. YTOOH! IPOUTH TECT, BaM IMMOHAMOOUTCS ONpeneieHHOe KOUYeCTBO OYKOB. BHYTPH ecTh
IIpeIMeTH, KOTOPhIe BH MOXKeTe 0OMEHSITh Ha 9TH OYKH, TAK YTO MCIIONb3YUTE CBOU OYKK C YMOM».
OH ynbIOHYICS.

«ITousiTHO. Crtacu6o, CTaperIIrHa».

«Eme oguo. Ha o6paTHOM CTOPOHE BAIIero XKeTOHa eCTh HoMep. JTO Balll UAeHTU(PUKAIIMOHHBIN
HOMED, KOTOPHIH OymeT melicTBOBATh KAaK HOMED Ballleli KOMHATH U TaK Hajiee».

Anekc u Apus mepeBepHYJIU XKETOH ¥ YBUIEIU pa3Hble YHCIIa.
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«XM...» Anekc B3TJIAHYJIa Ha ZKE€TOH ApI/II/I, W y HE€ BBRICTYIIUJI IIOT, KOI'la OHa IIOYTH BEITAHYJIA
«CYHaCTJIHBOE» YHUCIIO.

"0, 4yTh He 3a0bl1. BRI HE MOXKeTe 0CTaBaThCS BMECTE B OMHON KOMHATE, YTOOHI ITPOBECTH CBOIO
CTPACTHYIO HOYb, 3HAETe JIH... Xai3, 9TO IPABUIIO, OT KOTOPOTO Yy MeHs 60Ut cepaue... OHu
IHITAIOTCS ciaoMaTth "HOHOCTR", KOTOpas moyKHa OBITH CUMBOJIOM Hallle HOBOE TIOKOJIEHHUEY.
CrapeilliiHa yCMEXHYJICS, Ipa3Hs UX.

«Het. MH He Takue, 0 KOTOPBIX ThI TOBOPHIIIB, CTapeI;IH.II/IHa». O6a oTBeTHUIIH OOHOBPEMEHHO U TEM XKe
TOHOM.



« CMOTpI/I, TEI HOE€aJIbHa».

«Hert. I cepbe3Ho Bllafy B oT4assHue, eciu 6ymy ¢ HuM». OHa IMoKavasa I'ojIoBod. «Y MeHs 4yThb He
CIIy4YHUJICS CePHeYHBIM IPUCTYII, KOTTa 5 BIEPBBIE YCIIBIIIAT O €r0 COBepIIeHCTBOBaHuu. OH
HaBepHSIKa IMIOKUPyeT MeH elre O0Jbllle, TaK YTO S IJIAHUPYIO CHavasa MOHATh ero MojIoXKeHue,
Ipexfe 4eM IPUCOEeOUHUTHCS K er0 BIUSHUIO B OyaymieM... BO3MOXKHO».

«Hert, HET. Y MeH$ yXe eCTb )XKeHbI». AJIeKC MaXHYJI PYKOH, TOBOPS €My, YTO OH OBLI He IIpaB.

"Ax, xxeHHI?!" CTapuK IIOCMOTPETI Ha HETO C YAUBJIeHUEM. -- [I0HATHO. 4 Hallles KyJIbTYPHOIO
yesioBeKa. YTOOBI MOJIOZIOM YeI0BEK TOBOPHUJI O JKeHaX, BHI IOXKHEI UX JTI00UTh. [I0OHSATHO, MOHATHO. U1
rapeM B [IpUAavy... ellle OOUH KyJIbTYPHEIU YeJIOBEK».

"Xm?!" Anekc mepHyJn OpoBaMu, clipamrBas ce6si. — O 4eM, 4epT BO3bMHU, TOBOPUT 3TOT cTapuk? OH
neuicTBuTenbHO bor 4-ro panra?»

«Xé-xo! He crecHsiics. 1 KynbTUBHPOBaJ UCKYCCTBO HaclaxkaeHus. [IpUXoou YIYUTHCS Y MEHS, U 5
Hay4y Tebs MCKYCCTBY HaclaXkaeHus, KOTOPOe MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh 3Ty XKEHIINHY MONI00UTh Tebs 3a
OfHY HOYb», CTapUK IIOCMOTpPEJI Ha HETO C TAKUM CEePbe3HBEIM JIUIIOM, KakK OyATO 3TO OBLI BOIIPOC
JKU3HU U CMEPTH.

«BexXnIMBO 0TKa3bIBaloCh». AJIeKC IoKaydas T'0JI0BOM, B TO BpeMs KaK BHYTPHU MOTEN. «OTOT CTapUK
cyMacuenmui. [JomKHO ObITh, OH U3 TEX CTAPUKOB, KOTOPHIE IBITAIOTCS ITPUKOCHYTHCS K 3aJHUIIAM
MOJIOMIBIX IEeBYIIEK».

«3TOT MOJIOOY TTapeHb, NOJIXKHO ObITh, TAWHLIM U3BpalleHell. Xe-Xe, Korfa JeByIIKa OTBeprHeT Tebs
Ha HEeCKOJIbKO JIeT, TH Oy[elb YMOIATh MeHS Hay4uTh Tebs 3TOMy UCKycCTBY. OH BHyTpPeHHE
paccMesiics, IpexXye YeM UCIYCTUTh HONTui B3moX. «Xai3. BOoT moyeMy MHOTHE [IeTH He LIEHST CBOO
MOJIOTOCTb.

«MHoOTHe U3 HUX HaCUJIOBa/IU XKEeHIIMH UM He MOTYT KOHTPOJIUPOBaTh CBOIO NMOX0Th. Ho g Bumen
TBOU I'JIa3a ¥ 3HAI, 4TO TH Apyroi. [locnyiair MeHs, Masbill...» CTapUK OTKPHLI POT U CAeJan
rIy0OKuY BOOX, CJIOBHO XOTeJI CKa3aTh YTO-TO [JINHHOE.

— 9T0... 3TO JIeTeHIapPHLIN CBEePXAJIMHHBIN U OeCII0Ne3Hbli pa3roBop cTapruka? Y AjneKkca BHICTYIIUIT
IIOT, TaK KaK OH He XOTeJI 0CTaBaThCs 371eCh HECKOJIbKO YacoB.

«Hy, s1 X049y paccka3aTh CBOIO HCTOPHIO, KOT/a 51 OBIJT TAKUM Ke IOHOIIIeH, KaK ¥ BB, HO TOT/Ia OOUH
MOJIOZIOY YeJIOBEK OTBEPT MeHs, CKa3aB, UTo 5 Oypak. A 0Ka3anoch, OH AeNCTBUTEILHO OB
KYJbTYPHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, ¥ MBI B ITPOIIJIOM MBI HEIIJIOX0 Jaguiu. [elCTBUTENbHO, BEIUKOJIEITHOe
BocIioMrHaHue. Korma TH mpupens KO MHe, laBall TOroBOpuM 00 3TOM, Xopoino? CTapuk
paccmesics.



'Criacu60, He Hafo.' AJIeKC yXKe Kures BHyTpu. OH PeLInsi CKJIOHUTE TOJIOBY U cKa3ast: «Cracubo
TOJIBKO 3@ OJHY MBICITb, CTapeHuInHa. EClyu HeT HU4ero gpyroro, Mbl XOTeNu Okl CHavyajla YBUAETh
ropom».

«Xau3, Bbl 00a cKy4dHHl. Hy, upute». OH u3gan Ooarui B3NOX.

Arnekc HeMe[JIeHHO yTalnuia Apuio, KOTaa OHU BOIIN B TOPOA.

"UTo HaM fienaTh?' Apus OTJIsifeNach ¥ 00HapyKUjla, YTO HECKOJIBKO YeJI0BeK HabII0maioT 3a HUMH.
YT0 XK, MX HApS[ NeHCTBUTENIFHO IIPUBIEKAl BHUMAHUE, TaK YTO OHM HUYETO0 He MOTTIH C Co60i
IIOMeTIaTh.

«Jly41ie 3aiiTU B XKUJION PaliOH U OCTAaBaThCS TaM, I0Ka OH He HaYHETC».

WMes TOT Ke II7IaH, OHKM Cpa3y JKe HAMPaBUIIKCh K XKUITbIO, 00HAPYKUB OTPOMHOE 3[]aHUE C
9KCTpaBaraHTHEIM YOPAHCTBOM.

CaMo 3gaHue BRITTISAENI0 KaK 0COOHSK, HO IIPOCTHUPAJIOCE OHO OYEHb OaJIEKO. Anexc HeMe[JIeHHO
dKTHBHUPOBAJI CBOX OYXOBHEIE I'/la3a W IIPOBEPHUII 30aHKE, HO O6Hapy}KI/IJ'I BHYTPHU HECKOJIBKO YEeJIOBEK.

«BHYTpU He TaK MHOTO Jiofiel. [lyMaio, Mbl MOKEM HeMHOTO IIOTOBOPHUTD 3[eCh, IPeXkKe YeM
OCMaTPUBAThL TOPOI».

— Koneuno. O 4eM THI XO04eIllb IIOTOBOPUTE?

"Boo011e-To HUYEro HeT. f X04uy MOIPOCUTE BaC TPOBEPUTH CO MHOM TOPO, YTOOH YyBUAETh, KaKue
BEIM OHU [al0T TaKUM HOBMYKAM, KakK ML " AJIeKC 1T0XKaJl IjIeYaMu.

— Ax! Hy, Bo-iepBBIX, MHE TYT fenaTh Hedero. [oligeM-Ka IpOBEepPUM STOT TOPOJOK?

"KoHeyHo."

3aTeM [BOe Hadaju IIPOBEPSATH TOPOM U 00HAPYKUIIK KOe-4TO YAUBUTENbHOE. ITO OBbLIT He ITPeaMeT
WU YTO-TO ellfe. ITO ObUI TOT (GakKT, YTO 3TOT TOPOJ IHITAJICS NTPOfiaTh HECKOIHKO B0KeCTBEeHHBIX
IIPEIMETOB, HAYMHAS C [TeYM U OPYTUX Belllei, 0T KOBKU 0 MaCCHBa, UK faxe B0XKeCTBEHHOTO
OpPYXKHUS, UITH CBHIPBS.

HpI/IHI_I Kojebascs oT IIATHOECATH TEICAY 0O BOCBMUOECATH THICAY OYKOB, B 3aBUCHMMOCTH OT paHTa.

[ToxomuB HECKOJIKO YaCOB, OHHU, Ka3aJI0Ch, 00pe/ix KaKoe-TO MOHKUMaHUe TOTO, UTO MPeCTaBIIsIeT
c00o0i TOpo.



"f mymaro, 4TO 3TOT TOPOJ - 00MaH, KOTOPHIM OHU JAl0T HaM," BOCKJIMKHY AJIEKC YBEPEHHO.

«O6maH? Ecnu Bbl TOBOPUTE O CEKPETHOM YCUJIEHUH, KOTOPOE YBEJIMUUT Hallly CUJTy 38 KOPOTKOe
BpeMs, 4TOOHI faTh HaM IIPEUMYIIeCTBO C CaMOr0 Hadala, TO g coryaceH ¢ BaMu». OHa KUBHYJIA.

"Ila. Bor uMmeHHO." AyleKc KUBHYJI, 3a0BLIB O TOM, YTO CJIMIIKOM IIPUBHIK K TAKOMY TEPMUHY.

«4l mymaio, 4TO He0OXOIMMOe KOIM4YeCcTBO OaioB, YTOOH IIPOUTH 3TOT TECT, COCTABISET OT
CEMUOECSTH THICSAY [0 CTa THICSAY. Bombie 3Toro 6asnna He COOTBETCTBYET IPEUMYIIECTBY». Apus
BBICK@3aJjla CBOe MHEHWEe, KOTOPOe OHa ITOJIy4ua 1Mocje HabmooeHus 3a TOPOOOM.

"MercTBUTENbHO. OHM, KaXKETCS, XOTST MPOBEPUTh HAC Ha HAIlM CIIOCOOHOCTH. ECu MBI
IIPOJIEMOHCTPUPYEM CUJIbHOE BHICTYIIJIEHNE U HabepeM 04Ky OBICTpee, YeM KTO-T00 APYTOM, MBI
MOkKeM 00MeHSITh UX 3[0eCh U MOIYYUTh IPeUuMyIIecTBO. MHOTHE MOT/IM 3TOT0 HE BUAEThH, HO BEI
3aMeTuIu? IeTaslb Ofek Okl CTapIero... Ax, 3a0yob 00 3ToM. 1 U3BUHSIOCH, YTO He IogyMaJja 00
9TOM, IIpeX[e YeM 3afaTh 9TOT BOIIPOC».

— Opexna crapeumuusl? OHa HaxMypuia Oposu. "MHe XaJb..."

«Het, HeT. U3BMHSATHCS HOJIKEH 5. B mo6oM ciydae, 1 paccKaxy BaM, YTO ST BUEJ PaHbIIIe.
CrapeiillivHa TaKXKe [ajl HaM IIpaBUJjia 3TOT0 rOPofa, IOTOMY YTO S YBHU[EN IIECTh CJIOB Ha €Tro
ofexpae».

"Xm?" OHa HakKJIOHWUIA T'OJIOBY B MPEABKYILIEHUH.

«B ropopie 3ampeleHo apaThCsa». AJIEKC YIBIOHYIICS.

"Ax!" OHa KMBHYJIa, IOHUMAs, YTO 3@ 3TUM CTOUT. «XOTS 3TO BHITJIIOUT IIPOCTO Kak 6a3oBas
MHCTPYKLUS BO BpeMs OXKHUaHUs B 3TOM ropofie, S CYUTAl0, YTO OHA UMeeT Apyroe 3HaueHue. Eciu
MBI Ha0epeM OYKM TOCTATOUHO OBICTPO, MBI CMOKEM OCTAThLCS B 9TOM ropofie, Oyoy4u 3aliuleHHEIMU
IpaBUIOM. B TO BpeMsi MBI MOXKeM COBEPIIEHCTBYICS OBICTpee, YeM KTOo-Tu00 371ech, He 0€CIIOKO0SICh 0

IPYTHX».

"Ia." Anekc yXMbIIbHYIICS. «B moboM ciydae, s gymalo, 4TO JIy4llle CHa4asla IIPOBEPUTH Haly
KOMHAaTy. MbI MoXeM 00CyIUTh 3TO CHOBA 3aBTpa».

" noHmuMaro."
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