ITocne aToro I'epiorcTBo ddpeT, IOTEPSIBIIIEE CBOETO TPEeMHUKA, €CTECTBEHHO, ITPHIIIIO B YIIAMIOK.
KaMuia uckaia Cpefy CBOMX POACTBEHHUKOB IOOXOISIIET0 YeIOBeKa U BEIIBUHYIIA IIPeeMHUKa, HO
OH 0Ka3aJICsl MOIIEHHUKOM, KOTOPHIH JKaXXaj JINIITh UMYIIeCTBO ['epIiorcTaa.

Kawmmia KecTOKO 0TOMCTUJIA HEBECTKe, YOUBIIEH €€ ChIHA, HO 3Ta MECTh He CMOTJIa BEPHYTH €T0 K
JXU3HU. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHA ITPOBEJia OCTATOK CBOEM XXKM3HMU, HAaOmonas, Kak €€ CeMbsl TPUXOIUT B
yIIajoK U Hayasa CTpafaTh OT ICUXUYECKOTo 3a00ieBaHus, IpexXe 4eM, HaKOHell, yMepIia.

...Tak OBIJIO omKcaHo B "MeMyapax" BepoHUKH.

Tak 4TO, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 5 Obl/Ia OCJieljieHa leHbI'aMU U BHIPEIIa cebe Morumy. d mymarna, 94To 3TO
yXKacHas cygb0a, KOTa YuTajaa PpOMaH, HO MEeHS TPSICJIO OT MBICJTH, YTO 3TO CKOPO CTAaHET MOUM
OymyumuM. He MOTy IOBEpUTB, YTO MOST POJIb — OBITh TAKOH 3JIOAEHKOM. ITO OBITIO Y2KACHBIM
HEeBe3eHUEM.

4 mpoTsAHyNa pyKy U IOCMOTpesia Ha Hee€.

OTpaBuTh MyXka 3TUMU PyKaMu?

Iaxe mpocTo mymasi 00 3TOM, 5T YyBCTBOBAJa ce0s y2KacHO.

— Kak xke g ouyTunach 30ecn?

PaHo yTpoM, Bo3BpaIasck ¢ paboTHI, S [OIaja Mo MaluHy u nmorubna. YTo 3a Henemnas cMepThb? A
OLLIa eIlé Tak MoJoaa.

B To Bpems pomaH "Kopona Jlegu" nexan B MOel CyMKe, ¥ 3TO OB KOHeIl "MeHs", HaCKOIbKO 5
MOTJla IOMHHUTD... POMaH, KOTOPBIY g YuTasa, ¥ KeM Oblna s B MOe! IIPOIIOH XKU3HU. S BCIIOMHUIa
BCE 9TO [Be HeJleNI Ha3afl, ¥ MHE XOTeJIOCh BEPUTH, UTO 3TO ObIJI IPOCTO CTPALIHEIN COH UJIM MOUM
BOOOpaxKeHUEM.

OpHako 1o Mepe TOro, Kak TO, YTO 51 BUZieJla B pOMaHe, II0CTeIIeHHO CTaHOBUJIOCH PEaIbHOCTLI0, MHE
HUYero He 0CTaBasIoCh, Kak IPU3HATh 3T0. B mocnenHue oBe Hemenu S OTYETIUBO BUIEIA, 9TO TO,
yT0 OBII0 omucaHo B "KopoHe Jlegu"... peasbHOCTD.

HampuMmep, oT TpuBHanbHON HHPOPMAIIK BPoae "KapTUHBI JOKIIUBHIX OHeH". OT MaleHbKUX U
00X COOBITUM B CTOJIHIIE IO COIMAIbHBIX HOBOCTEM - BCe OHU CTaIM peanbHbEIMU. CoOpaB
BOEOWHO BCIO MHGOPMAIIUIO M CBOM HAOTIOMEeHUSs, S IPHUIIUIA K BEIBOMY, YTO 3TO MECTO U €CTh MU]
"Koposs Jlemgu".

4 mymarna, 94To 9TO pOMaH O JIIOMSX, YMUPAIOIIUX U [TePECeISIONIUXCS B APYTOM MUD.



Ho mouemy 5?..

Hy, nonyctuM, naguo. Ho modemy s mony4usia 9Ty pojb? Poiib 37104 XKeHIIUHb, KOTOpas yObET
CBOET0 Mya, a IOTOM YMPET U caMma.

Hey}KenH g HEe CMOTY IIPOXKHUTE HEMHOT'O Oomblie?

MHe He Ccefo0Bao COTralaThCda Ha IpeaioxeHnne KaMuJihL.

4 notsinyna cebs 3a BOJIOCH, 06BUHSSA caMy ce0sl.

Ho s muyero He Mora ¢ co6oi nofenaTs. B To BpeMs y MeHs He OBII0 Opyroro BeIOOpa.

AX ma, TO4HO.

[Baitie nuIio BechbMa IOJIE3HO. |

970 ckaldana Mapawm Jlyu3sa, Biafesnulia cajloHa o4 Ha3BaHueM "Onuym".

9T0 OBII pOCKOI.[IHbeI CaJIOH, Kyaoa XOOUJIX TOJIbKO CaMbi€ 3HATHLBIE JIFOOH. Ha camoMm merne 3TOT caloH
OBIJT MECTOM, roe JIIOOU IIOKYIIaJIX U IIPOJaBaJid CBOHU Tejla.

Ho atu mogu 6sutu mu60 KoponeBckoit KpoBH, mubo 3HaTH. UX cTaTyc, BMacTh ¥ 60raTCTBO OBLIH
coBepieHHH. 2KeHIH, pab0oTaBIIUX B 3TOM CajloHe, Ha3biBanu "Jlegu", ¥ MO3HAKOMUTHCSI C HUMU
ObL10 HeslerKo. X0Ts 51 ¥ 3apabaTkiBajia AeHbrH, IITOMAS UX OfEeXK/y, 1 HUKOTHa He BCTpedanach C
HUMH JINYHO.

Y BOT ogHaXAbl MHE CKa3au, 4To MeHs ulleT Magam Jlyusa.

[Tl Bemib 3alITONasa 3TO IJIaThe, BEPHO? ITO MOE T0OMMOE TIJIaThe, ¥, K CYaCThI0, OHO IOJIYYUIIOCH
X0poImo Oarogaps TBOEMY UCKITIOUUTEIbHOMY MAaCTEPCTBY. 1 Xouy BPy4YUTh Tebe crenranbHbIN
mpus.]

Mapam JIyu3a Obia XKEHIWHOM C PRIKUMY BOJIOCAMHM U TJIa3aMH I[BETA BUHA. KaK TOJIBKO s yBUMENa
eé, To Cpa3y MOHsJIA, YTO OHA - XKEHIWHA C O0IbIINM 00asTHUEM.

Kak Obl TO HU OBLIO, C IJIaTheM OBIJI0O HEIPOCTO CIIPABUTHCS, HO 5 JOBOJIBLHO XOPOIIO €ro 3alllTolala,
1 MOE MacTepCTBO IPUBJIEKI0 BHUMaHue Manam Jlyusel. [To3HakoMuBIIKUCh nobnuxke, Magam JIynsa
cTajla CMOTPEeTh Ha MeHs JOBOJILHO XamHBIM B3rnanoM. M BoT ogHaxnel Mapmam Jlyusa ormnsapena
MeEHS$I C TOJIOBHI IO HOT ¥ CKa3aJja:



[TBOE nu1I0 ¥ TENO CIUIIKOM AparolieHHbl. ITO TaKas IMyCcTasl TpaTa BPEMEHHU - IT03BOJIUTDH Tebe
3aHUMAaThCS omexkmor. Kak HacueT Toro, 4ToOnl cTath Jlegu "Onuyma'?]

[..Jlegu "Onuyma"?]

[Eciu THI XOUeIlh e CTaTh, IPUXOOU KO MHe B J1I000e BpeMs.]

[Ho...]

[Ho uTo? Hemp3s Tak IPOCTO OTKA3LIBATLCS OT BCETO, YTO Tebe IpensIaraior. |

Mapawm Jlyu3a gocraja 4To-TO M3-3a [Ta3yXy U IPOCYHYJIa PYKY IO MOE IylaThe, IpeXye 4eM 5
ycIesia 4To-To CKa3aTh. CMOTpPS Ha MeHs ¢ 000KaHUeM, IToKa 51 OblIa olIesioM/IeHa, OHa YILIOHYIach
U cKasasa::

[ThI 2Ke 3Haelnp, YTO A He Jal0 ero KoMy Ionano, BepHo? [TpocTo mokKaxu 3TO0, U TH
CMOXKeIIb BCTPETUTHLCS CO MHOM 0e3 KaKuX-TH00 CIIOKHBIX IIPOIERyP.]

Mapam Jlyu3a yneiOHYIaCh, KaK IIBETOK, ¥ MOOMUTHYJIA. 3aTeM OHa IPAIM03HO YIIa.

CTos KaK ofiepKuMas, s CyHysa PyKYy 3a Ia3yxXy U BHITAIIXJa TO, YTO OHA II0JI0XKuUIa Tyaa. B pyke y
MeHs Oblyla BU3UTHAS KapTO4YKa B 30JI0TOM paMKe. bnecTsimas 6ymara, mochlllaHHash HaCTOSIIEN
30JI0TO¥ IIBUTBIO, UCIIOJIb30BaJIACh TOJBKO 3HATHIO, 0COOEHHO OOraToM.

4 monro cmoTpesia Ha BUSUTHYI0 KapTOUKy. JTo Obla BU3UTHASA KapTO4ykKa C Ha3BaHUIMU CaJlOHa,
"Onuyma" u JIyussl u3 yuctoro 3oiota. Ecnu g Oyny TaM paboTaTh, TO CMOTY IIPOKOPMUTE CBOUX
Mafgmux OpaTheB U CECTEDP, PACIJIaTUTLCA C HOATaMu U cO0exXaTh OT 6eCTIOKOMHOU KU3HHU.

¢ He 3HaJIa TOYHOM CYMMEBI, KOTOPYIO IIaTUIu "Jlegu", HO 5 MOTJIa MPUONIU3UTEILHO OLEHUTH U3
pa3roBopa, KOTOPHIY S MOACyIlana Mexay "Jlegu", Korga s qocTaBuja OTPEMOHTHPOBaHHYIO
OflekKMy, KOTla OHU BEPHYNKCH JoMou. CyMMa, KOTOPYIO OHUM 3apaboTaiy 3a HOYb, Oblla CYMMOH,
KOTOPYIO 51 HUKOTa He CMOT'y IOCTUYb, faxKe eClIu I OTPEMOHTUPYI0 COTHHU IIJIaTheB U IIOMOIO BCIO
IIOCYAY U IIOCTUPAal0 BCE BELIY 3a OOUH [E€Hb.

Ecnu 6x1 KaMunna He mpuIiia Ko MHe Yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO IHEH, s, BO3MOXKHO, IeHCTBUTENIBHO
IpHUHSIA OBl 9TO IpeMJiokeHne. B To BpeMs s He Obllla yBepeHa, YTo mpemioxenre MagaMm JIyu3sl
nydine, yeM npenanoxenue Kamummel. HeBO3MOXKHO OBIIO MOOUTHCS CYACTIHBOTO KOHIIA, HaXKe eCiIu
Onl 51 TaM paboTtana. Ckopee, Mor OBl HACTYIUTD U 00JIee Y2KaCHBIM KOHEII.

[To kpaiiHel Mepe, cedyac 5 XuBa. f BCE elre€ MOy UCKaTh APYTHe BO3MOXKHOCTY ¥ HAUTH JTy4IINN
cnioco0, yeM pofaBaTh ce0s 3a LeHbIN.



Ho ¢ Tako# CKOPOCTBIO S YYBCTBYIO, YUTO MPUOJIHKAIOCH K CBOEM cMepTH. IMeHHO 13-3a 3TOM POIH,
KoTopas Oblyla maHa MHe. Poib, KoTopasi yORET ¥ MeHs, ¥ Moero Myxa. Kak Obl 1 HU cTapanach He
oOpalaTh BHUMaHUS Ha BOCIIOMHUHAHUS MOeH IIPOIIION XKU3HY, S HE MOTJIa, IIOTOMY YTO OHU OBITTH
crnumkoM sipkumu. Ckopee, st OblyTa O1aromapHa, YTO BOCIIOMUHAHUS 0 MOEH IIPOIIIOH XKU3HU
BEPHYJINCH KO MHe, UHaye 51 Obl HaBepHsAKa yMepia.

"Kopona Jlegu" Havajaachk C OCHPOTEBIIEH IJITaBHON IepOMHHU, KOTOPas Obljla YCHIHOBIIEHAa MapKu3oM
U CTaJla [IparoleHHON No4Yephio, MOIyYnBIIel MHOTO JTI00BU 1 3a00TH. Ilocie CBOero CBETCKOI0
nebiTa OHa BIIOOUIIACh B TJIaBHOTO I'eposi, KOTOPHIY NOJzKeH ObUI cTaTh OyayiuM MmMmepaTopoM,
cTasla HacnegHou [IpuHIIECCOM ¥ B KOHEUHOM UTOTe cTanla MmepaTpulien.

OCHOBHHIMHU KOH(DJIMKTAaMH B 3TOM MCTOPUM OBITM 3aByaJIMpOBaHHAs Bpaxma Mexny MMmepaTopcKoi
CeMBEN U €€ POACTBEHHUKAMU U 3aTOBOPHI IBOPSH, IPUBEIINE K MHOXKECTBY T'PSA3HBEIX CKaHIAJIOB.
9T0 OBLIM OCHOBHBIE ACIEKTHI, "MaK4xkKaH'"*, KOTOpble IIPUBEIIH K IOMYIIPHOCTA pOMaHa.

*“MakuxkaH” — HapOJHOEe Ha3BaHME MOJIST CUTYallli, KOTOPBIe KaXkKyTCs CIIMIIKOM HEBEPOSTHBIMH,
4yTOOBI OBITH ITPABIOM.

Kaxmast cTpaHuIla poMaHa Oblla IMOJTHA MPOBOKAIMOHHEIX ¥ 3aXBATHIBAIOIIUX UCTOPUI. DTO OBIIO
eOWHCTBEHHOE, YTO [eaio MO YTOMUTENbHYIO XKU3Hb BeCENOoM. [1039TOMY 5T TepeyuThBada POMaH
CHOBA ¥ CHOBA. POMaH BHIIIEN U3 [T€YaTH, ¥ MHE HUYET0 He 0CTABaJIOCh, KaK B3SATh €r0 B OUOIHOTEKE.
Y Bcskuii pa3, Korja mpubuKaics CPOK CoaYy POMaHa, s HEOOHOKPATHO TPOAJieBasna ero. Manurmxe
TOBOPUTH, YTO S 3aIIOMHMIIA BCE [IeTalX POMAaHa.

B pomane BepoHuka B KOHIIe KOHIIOB B30IJIa Ha VIMIlepaTOpPCKU# TPOH, IPEOA0JIEB BCE KPU3UCH IIOf
TBEPIOU 3aIUTOX KPOHNPUHIIA B UMepaTopckoM [IBopiie.

ViHBIMU CTIOBaMH, TJIaBHAS FePOUHS XKHUJIa CUACTIIMBO, KaK U B IPYTUX TUIIMYHBIX (PaHTaCTUUECKUX
pOMaHax CO CYaCTIUBHIM KOHIIOM... M s Oblla BCEro IUIh CTAaTUCTKOM, KOTOpas YKpacusiaa OOuH U3
aHEeKIOTOB B €€ MeMyapax, 1300paxKalolux To, YTO OHa BUfENIa, CIILIIIaNa U IIepeXusia B
HWmMnepatopckom [IBopiie.

Tak BOT B uéM Orina nmpobnema. He 3pst Ha3BaHue poMaHa "KopoHa Jlegu" ObIIT C TPUITUCKOM
"Memyapsl Beporuku". I[ToToMy 4TO BeCh pOMaH COCTOSII U3 BOCIIOMUHAHWM, HallCaHHBIX TePONHEN
C €€ TOYKHU 3peHusi. BoT mouemy s He CMOrIa pa3o0paThCs B IeTaJIIX HEKOTOPHIX COOBITHN UITH TOYEK
3peHus OPYrux nepcoHaxkeu.

WHuupeHT, korfga CenieHa oTpaBUiia CBOET0 MyXa... fl faxe He 3Hal0, I0YeMYy 3TO IIPOU3OIIIO.
TouHbIe mOKA3aTeIbCTBA U MMOKa3aHus He ObUIH moapo0HO omucaHsl B "Kopoxe Jlegu". Tak Kak
Beponuka He 3Haa MOAPOOHOCTEH 9TOr0 MHIUAEHTA, OHA TOJIHKO 3aIllMCHIBAJIA CIIyXU, KOTOPHIE
cieimana. Cpeay 3aUKCUPOBAHHBIX CITYXOB OBINH:

[OHa meITanmach 3aBNafeTh COOCTBEHHOCTHIO Myka. OHa BHIIIIA 3a HETO 3aMy, YTOOH POUTH CHIHA,
HO COIITa C yMa, IOTOMY YTO He MOrJia 3a0epeMeHeThs. |



[CKpBITH 5171 OBITIO JIETKO, TIOTOMY YTO caM ['epuor moCcTOosSHHO 60ert.]

[3T0 0ueHb moTomHO. Kak 4enoBeK MOT TaK IIOCTYIIUTh?]

[Ecru e€é MyK YMpPET, €r0 UMYIIECTBO Oy[eT MpHHaOIeXaTh eu...]

[[TokoitHEIM 'eprior ObUT 0YeHb KajloK. OH Jake He 3HAJI, YTO ero JKeHa Oblyla TAaKOH 3710M KEeHIITUHON
U XKUJI C HeH...]

Ho cnyxu ObLIM TOJIBKO CIyXaMy U He MOTJIM CYMTAThCS IpaBhod. Kak oHa MOTJia OTPaBUThH MyKa I10f
IIPUCMOTPOM CBeKpoBu? He OymeT /i1 9TO CIIUIIKOM OYEeBUOHO U He Oy[eT Jiu JIeTKO IMOoWMaHO0? 3aueM
MHe, HeT... 3aueM CejieHe yOUBaTh CBOETO MyXKa?

910 OBIn He Opak 1o JT00BY, HO C KaKo¥ ctatu? [laxe MOCJe TOTO, KakK 5 Tepephljia BCe CBOU
BOCIIOMHHAHHUS, KaK IPOIIJION, TaK U HACTOSIIEN KU3HY, I BCE el€ He MOTjla HaWTH HU OOHOU
IPUYUHEI 71T TOTO, YTOOB! YOUTH CBOET'0 MyKa.

Ax ma, 6b1710 e1ré Koe-uTo. UIMeHHO 3TOT CIyX MPUBIEK MOE BHUMaHuE GOIbIIIe BCETO.

[4 cnbimiana, 9T0 y HEE OBIJT POMaH C APYTUM MYXKYUHOM. |

[Boxe! Kak BynbrapHo...]

[Heyxenu oHa coOupasnach c6exkaTh C 9TUM HOBHIM MYXKYUHOM ITocpenu HOYn?]

[[Touemy oHa He yOexkamna? OHa, BEPOSITHO, X0TeJla YOUThL CBOIO CBEKPOBBL, OBIBIIYIO ['€pIIOTHHIO, U
3axXBaTUThb BCE ['epIiorcTBO. ]

Myxunsa... OHU CKa3asny, YTo g CHellajia 9TO U3-3a MyXKUUHEL... Heyxenu 310 npaBna?

Y MmeHs OymeT poMaH C OAPYTUM MYXKYUHOM, ¥ 5 ITOIBITAIOCh YOUTH CBOEI'0 My2Ka ¥ 3aBJIafleTh
I'epmorcrBoM? Takoi poOKHUit YETIOBEK, KaK 57..

4 He Moria HUYero noHATh. [Ipexae 4eM naMATh O MOeU IPOILION XXKU3HU BEPHYJIACh KO MHE, g
Oblta TpocTo OeccunmbHOM I'eplioruHel, KOTopas JaxKe J0/IKHa Oblyla MOOYUHSTHCS BEIPAXKEHUIO
JIUI] CIy2KaHOK. becrnoMoinHas I'epIioruHs, KOTOPYIO My UTHOPHUPOBAJI, a CBeKPOBb o6palianack C
HeM KaK C HU4YTOXKEeCTBOM.

MozxkeT OBITh, TO3TOMY OBIJIO CTPAIlIHEEe, KOTMa YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIM M3HAYaIbHO ObLT HEKHEIM,
MeHsnca. OmHaXIb OJHa paHUMas XKeHIIMHa BHE3aIlHO CTajla HeJOBOIbLHOM II0C/IE BaKHOTO
WHIIMOEHTa U CKal3asia: — 4 yObio CBOEro MyzKa BMecTe CO BCeMH!



9T0 OBIIO paCHPOCTpaHéHHOG KJipiie B pOMaHaX. 3aTeM OHa COBepPIIKNIIa BCEBO3MOXKHEBIE 3JIBIE
IIOCTYIIKH U 3daKOHYHJIA C IIJIOXUM KOHIIOM.

Ho s e XuBOM YeJIOBEK.

4 He MOTY yMepeTh, KaK BTOPOCTEINEHHBIN IIePCOHaX B OPUTMHAIBHOM UCTOPUU. [ToTOMY 4YTO g
OEUCTBUTENIbHO XKUBas! f pogunack B 3TOM MUpe U XKHUJia 40 CUX II0P. 4 He IPOCTO BTOPOCTENeHHBIN
nmepcoHax. Temeps e€ Teso - 970 Moé Tesno! Ecnu oHa yMpeT, s Toxe ympy!

4 yxke ogHaXAHE yMepra. J He X049y CHOBa yMupaThb. UTO eIe XyxKe, MOs LIes Ha I'PaHU TOT0, YTOOH
OBbITH ITOBEIIEHHON Ha BEePEBKe, TakK KakK 3TO IpefonpenenenHoe Oynymee ans CeneHsl. A
OTKa3HIBAIOCh TAK YMHUPATh.

[TomoxkauTe-Ka, eCIIU 5 YMPY, BEPHYCH JIK S B M3HAYABHEINA MUP?

9T0 ToXKe He oueHb XopoIrno. Ha o6paTHOM myTH ¢ pabOTH Ha MOJICTABKK PaHO yTPOM s morubiia B
pe3ynbTaTe HECYaCTHOTO ciiydas. [lake eciy s BEPHYCh B CBOM POIHOM MUD U BEPHYCh K KU3HH,
CMOTY JI 51 OTJIaTUTh MEIULIMHCKUE PACXOMbl ¥ 3apaboTaTh JOCTATOYHO JEHET Ha XKW3Hb?

Hert, g1 He xouy yMmupats. KpoMe BCero npodero, HeT HUKaKOW rapaHTUH, YTO 5 BEPHYCh B CBOU
POIHOM MUP, eCclid yMpy. UTo, ec/u 3TO OelCTBUTENbHO OymeT "KoHel" mociie Moe# cmepTu? 4 He
MOTY YIIYCTUTb 3TOT BTOPOU IIIAHC, KOTOPHIM Bor, BO3MOXHO, Jal MHe.

B mpomiioi XKuU3HU Y MEHS TOXKe ObIITO He TaK YK MHOT'0 COXKaJIeHWH. Y MeHsI HeT POIUTEeIIeH, U 9TO
Obl1a XKU3Hb, TOTHAS OOPELOHL.

Tak Kak s 3Halo, Kak OymeT pa3BOpauyuBaThCSl OPUTHHAIbHAS UCTOPHS, ST OYIy XKUTh XOPOIIIO, ECITH
Oyny UCIoiIb30BaTh €€ B CBOUX HHTepecax. KoHeYHO, 10 9TOT0 g [OJIKHA ITOJTHOCThIO U30eXkaTh 93TOH
IpeoNpene€HHON CMEPTH.
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