- VxxX... YTO CIIy4mIIoCh, II0Ka MeHs He ObII0? - CIIPOCKiT TOM C OIIeJIOMIeHHBIM BEIpaXKeHUEeM JIHIIA.

Korpga oH ocTaBUII MaTh M HEBECTY OIHUX, MaTh Bejla ce0s KaK TOJIOQHEIN JIeB, a HEBeCTa
HepPBHUYAJA.

Ter[epb OHH CJIMIIKOM OPY2XKHEI, YTO IIOHPABUJIOCH TOMy

He MoxeT ObITh, 4TOOB OHU TaK COMM3UIIKCH 3@ T€ HECKOILKO YaCcOB, YTO MEHS He OBIJIO, - IIoAyMall
Tom, TTIsIAsT Ha MaTh, B €0 B3TJIsAIe SICHO YHUTAIOCh ITOI03PEHNe.

YBupes, uTo ToM Tak Ha Hee CMOTPHUT, [IpeBHSS 37100HO YXMBITbHYTack. OHA TOJIBKO YTO APy 4acoB
BO3UJIACh C [Ipyasision, a Ternepsb el IPeCTOUT BO3UTHCS €Ille U C €€ CHIHOM.

- O, ToM, THI BepHYJICS, - PaIOCTHO IPUBETCTBYET OHA ChIHA. - MHI ¢ [Ipyaiol Kak pa3 00MeHHUBaIKCh
ucropusmu o tebe. [IpaBpa /i1, YTO Thl OTKPHLI IIOPTAJ B €€ CIIaJIbHIO ¥ YBUAEN ee 00HaKeHHOU?

YcnrinaB Bonpoc MaTepH, ToM olIeIoMIeHHO IIOCMOTPENT Ha Hee U IOBepHYJICA K [Ipyasne ¢
MIOMHSATOM OPOBBIO.

[To kpauHelu Mepe, y [IpyauIsl XBATUJIO yMa BHITJIANETh BUHOBATOM, TaK KaK OHA OTBEPHYJIach U
chenana BHU[, 4TO ee HET B KOMHATe.

- *s3gox* O uemM, YepT BO3bMH, BBl IBOE TOBOPHUIJIH, IIOKA MEHS He OBLITO? - CIIpOCHU TowM, rinsapms IIpsAMO
Ha CBOIO YXMEIJIAIOIMIYIOCSA MaThb.

-O, HU 0 YeM. MBI TPOCTO 0OMEHUBATUCH TOCTHIIHEIMU UCTOPUSIMU O TeOe. [IOMHUIIDb, KaK ThI
CJIy4ayHO TI0MaJl IIOPTAIOM B 06IIIeCTBEHHY0 0aHI0 B AOHNUY, HATIOTHEHHYIO TOJIBIMU CTapUKaMu? -
cupamuBaeT [[peBHSS C IIOCTOSTHHO PACTYILIEeH YXMBUIKOM.

ToM 3HaJ, YTO CBECTU ITUX ABOUX BMeCTe Oy[eT y2KaCHOU Uieel, X 3TO TOJIbKO JOKa3kIBAEeT €ro
IIPaBOTY.

Ero 6ombire Bcero 6€CIIOKOUIIO, YTO OHU He MMOHPABSTCS OPYT APYTY, HO Telephb OH 3HAET, YTO €CTh
KOe-4TO Iopa3fio XyXe.

To, 4TO OHU HPABATCS APYT APYTY, TOPA3mo XyxKe.

Korpa [Ipyanna ycnbimmana Bonpoc [IpeBHel, OHa Hadalla XUXUKaTh U IOTJIsgbIBaTh Ha ToMa.
Kaxppiii pa3, Kora OHa CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, OHa HauuHajla CMesThCSl BCe CUJIbHEE U CUJIbHEE.

- Bot Tak! Brl mBoe Gosblile HUKOTTIA He OyIeTe HaXOOUThCS B OMHOM KOMHATE, - TOBOPUT ToM u



OTKPHIBAET MOPTA mof [Ipyasioi, OTIPABISS €€ B €€ CIa/IbHIO B IOMeCcThe Po3be.

BHe3amHo, Kak TONbKO mopTa ToMa 3aKphIICS, APYTo¥ IopTal OTKPHIBAETCS HAJl TEM MECTOM, I'fie
OHa cupesa, oTIpasisasg [Jpyanny Tyda, ITie OHa KOorjaa-To Oblja.

- YV, moxanyiicTa, He JeyaiTe 3TOr0 CHOBA..." cKasasa [Ipyala, HauuHas pa3apaxkaThCs OT TOTO,
YTO JIIO[Y TTEPEMEIIAIOT ee 0e3 ee pa3peleHus.

O6e CTOPOHEI ITOJTHOCTBIO UTHOPUPOBAJIA €€ U C BEISOBOM CMOTPEJIN OPYI Ha OpPyra.

- Borocy, THI HE CMOXKeIb MTOTYYUTh TO, YTO XOUEIIb, - CKa3asa [IpeBHSS U yKa3ana Ha [Ipyanny. -
Bupume nu, [Jpyasnna cTaHeT MOel HOBOU yUeHHUIleH, KOTfla 3aKOHYUT X0rBapTC.

YcnbiaB cioBa MaTepu, ToM moBopayuBaeTcs K [Ipyasie U moiay4daeT MOATBePXKAAIOUUN KUBOK.

Cpenas rioy0okui BOoX, TOM yCIIOKauBaeTCs ¥ PellaeT MPOCTO MIPUHSATH CBOIO HOBYIO pealbHOCTh. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, [Ipyasna yuyuTcs y [IpeBHEH - 9TO XOPOIIIO.

OH MOXKET TOJIBKO HafgesAThbCs, YTO OHU IIPEeKpaTsaT TO, YeM 3aHMMal0TCsA cenyac.

- *B3pgox* HeBakHO, IIPOCTO, ITOXKAIYNUCTa, IPEKPaATUTE TO, UYTO CeMYac MPOUCXOIHUT, - TOM TOBOPHUT
mo0eXIeHHO U CafuTCs PSIOOoM C [Ipyamnoi.

- 41 He 3HAIO, 0 YeM THI TOBOPHUIIIL, - TOBOPHUT [IpeBHAsA, focTaBas ¢oTorpaduio. - 1, [Ipyamnna.
Xouenrs TOCMOTPeTh Ha ¢oTorpaduio Toma, Korja OH OBIL...

[TpoBens mo4TH 4ac 3a TeM, 4YTOOH [Ipyasia pacKphljia ero CEKPeTH U TocMesinach Hag HuM, Tom
OTIIPaBUJI €e IOMOU U BCKOpe BepHYyJica B Kamap-Tagx.

Boigs B KaioTy MaTepu, ToM 00HApyKHUJI, YTO OHA CUAUT Ha AUBaHe, eCT KapTodenbHbIe YUIICH U
YHUTaeT OJUH M3 CBOMX TAUHCTBEHHLIX POMAHOB.

- TeGe ceromusi OBIIO Beceso? - cipocui ToM, BCe elle Cerka HeIOBOIbHEIN T€M, YTO TPOU3OIIINIO
paHee.

- [Ta, BEIpaXKeHMe yKaca Ha TBOEM JIUIle, KOTHa 51 pacKphlla TBOU MajlIeHbKMeE TPSI3HBIE CEKPETH,
OymeT nuTaTh MEHS [OJTHE TOMbL, - TOBOPUT [IpeBHSS, HE OTPHIBASICh OT CBOEN KHUTH.

ToM MOOXOOUT M BEIXBATHIBAET KapTO(beJ'IbeIe YUIICHI U3 PYK MATE€PH, CaasiCh HAIIPDOTHUB HEeE.



- f Tak pan 3a TeOs, HO HaM HYKHO IIOTOBOPHUTH 0 UeM-TO 60jiee Cephe3HOM, - TOBOPUT ToM, Joemast
YKpafieHHOe.

3aKphIB KHUTY, [JpeBHSS CMOTPUT Ha ToMa 3a TO, UTO OH JIMILIHUJI ee TI0OMMOM 3aKyCKH.

- O 4eM THI XOUEITh MEHS CHpOCI/ITI:?" CIIpallMBa€eT OH4, KOI'Ja IIaKeT C KapTO(beJ'IBHI:IMI/I YHUIICaMHU
nCc4Ye3aeT U3 PYK Toma u BO3BpalIllaeTCsAa K CBOEMY GBIBH.IGMY BiIafeJIbIly.

Korpga ,[[peBHHH IIBITAETCA OOTAHYTHCA OO ITaKEeTa, €€ PYKa BCTPEYAET HYCTOfI BO3OYX, ITIOCKOJIbKY
IIaKeT CHOBA OKa3adJICA B PyKaX TomMma.

IpeBHss Oomblle He uMeeT fena ¢ [Ipyamnoi. Toma yunia cama [JpeBHSS, TO3TOMY OH 3HaeT MHOTHE
ee MaJIeHbKUEe XUTPOCTH.

- THI y2Ke pelunia, Xouelb ObITb 6€CCMEPTHON MU HET? - CIIpalluBaeT ToM, IPOAOIXKasi eCTh.

Korga Tom 3amaeT oTOT BOIIPOC, aTMOC(l)epa B KOMHAT€ CTaHOBUTCA HAMHOI'O CEPhE3HEE.

OH crpocuil ee 06 ITOM HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ha3afl, U eMy KaXKeTCs, YTO OH MaJl el HOCTATOYHO
BPEMEHH, YTOOHI IPHUAYMaTh OTBET.

Bups, 94TO €ro MaTh MOJIYUT U BCE €Ile BRITISIOUT HGYBepeHHOfI, Tom peniunii ee HEMHOT'O Cc00/Ia3HUTD.

- Ecnu TH He X04elllb XXUTh BEYHO, 51 YBEPEH, UTO CMOTY IOMPOCUTh Jlegu CMepTh MUIIUTE Te0s
feccMepTHsi, KOTrga THl Oyellb rOTOBa YUTH U3 XKU3HU. TakKuM 00pa3oM, Tkl CMOKeIlb pa30pBaTh
CBOIO CBSI3b C TEMHBIM U3MEPEHUEM [0 TOTO, KAk [JopMaMMy 3aMETUT 3TO, @ 5T CMOTY IIPOBOIUTH
Oornblile BpEMEHU C MaTepblo, - Ipeasiaraet ToM, Hafgesch, YTO OHA COTJIACUTCS.

B KoMHaTe BollapsieTCs THUIIMHA, IT0OKa [[peBHSS Ha MIHOBeHHe Bce 00OyMbIBaeT. [ sis Ha MOTHOe
HaJeKIbl JIUII0 ChIHA, OHa He HalllJla B ce0e CHJIBI 0TKa3aTh EMY B 9TOM.

- Xoportuo, s ctany 6eCCMepTHOM, HO [lait MHe BpeMsl BCe NOATOTOBUTL. MHe HYKHO co0paTh
HECKOJIBKO Bellel, 4TOOb pa30pBaTh CBA3U C TEMHBEIM U3MEPEHUEM. ..
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