OHa OBljIa TUXOU U CIIOKOWHOM.

U 370 mercTBOBajO eMy Ha HEPBHI.

[Touemy?

He To 4TOOBE €My OBLIIO HEIIPUSITHO 3TO BUAETD.

Eé nmuno 6v17m0 6e3 MakusixkKa, a He3KHBEIe CBETJI0-3eJIEHBIE TJTa3a U CBETJIO-PO30BHIE T'yOHl OBLIN
IIPEeKPACHHI ¥ 00/1afad eCTECTBEHHBIM JOCTOUMHCTBOM.

Bcé Taxk.

Ona Obl/Ta €70 HEBECTOU C CaMOTO PaHHETO BO3PaACTa U OaXKe BHIIIIIA 3a Hero 3aMyx.

Ho oH HuKoOrga He BUpesn ACTesb B IPYIOM CBETE.

AcTenb MeqJIEHHO YIBIOHYIACh, pACCKA3kIBask YTO-TO JIMHIOHY.

Korga oHa mocMoTpesa Ha JIMHIOHA, COTHEYHEIM CBET OCBETHII e€ Tjasa.

Korpa eé GnemHo-KpacHbIe Ty0Bl ClleTKa U30THYJIUCH, Ha €€ 9JIeTaHTHOM JIMIle pacliBena OnenHas
yIbIOKa.

KaiinzeH, cMOTpst Ha HUX, OBICTPO MTOAOMLIETT OTHXKE.

— Bame Bennuectso!..

Korpga BHe3anHo HpI/IGHI/I3I/IHC${ I/IMnepaTop, JIvHOOH OBIIT YI[I/IBTIéH U IIOCIIEIIHO BE2XKIIUB.

AcrTenb, KOTOpas cuaena, BCTana.

— MHe HYXKHO KO€e 0 YEM C Hel MOTOBOPUTE, TakK 4TO 3a0epu pebEHKA.

YcnpimaB npuka3 Mmmepartopa, JIMHOOH 0CTOPOKHO MOOHSII PeOEHKaA.

E€é BHemHOCTE OblIa OYeHb XOPOIIIa.

Kaxk monro TH pacTHIlb 3TOro pedbeHka?



Ecnu y mpoCTOMIOOUHOB €CTh JEeHbI'M, OHU HAaHUMAIOT HSHIO, YTOOB 3a00TUTHCS 0 PeOEHKE, HO
ObiBIIas MiMmepaTpuila B ODMHYOKY BOCIIUTHIBAET 3TOTO peOEHKa.

AcrTenb, IO-BUOUMOMY, X1Jla B KaUeCTBe TOPHUYHOU U HIHU IIPU CBOEM OeIHOM AeMyIIKe.

X % x

Actenb OblNIa yOUBIIEHA, KOTHa K HUM BHE3aITHO Mofomen KanazeH.

Eif OBIJIO YTO CKPHIBATE, IIO3TOMY, KOTIa OHa BHE3AMMHO BCTPETHIACh C HUM JIUIIOM K JIAITY, €€ cepple
0eIleH0 KOJIOTUIIOCE.

IToka oHa He JIOGGpéTCH OO0 CTOJIMIEBI, OHa HEe X04YeT BCTPedYaThCAd C HUM KaK MO2KHO OOJIBIIE...

OHa CKphla 3TH MBICIH B COPOCHIIA, IPUTBOPSSICH CIIOKOMHOM:

— YTo Takoe?

— Iloyemy THI He BHILIIA 3aMyXK?

AcTenbp MoJT4a IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha Kanpnzena.

Ona He MorJ1a IOHATH, I0YEMY ITOT YEJIOBEK BAPYT 3apajl e’ TaKOU BOIIPOC.

— He JIy4d1ie JIx OBIJIO CHOBA BHIMTH 3aMyX, 4eM XKUThb TaKOW KN3HBIO?

Tebe Tak MHTEPECHO 3HATH 3TO?

AcTenb 3Hana, 4TO OH OB 6eCYYBCTBEHHBIM, HO OHa Obl/la HEMHOTO YOUBJIEHA.

On CIIPOCHUJI, ITI0YEMY OHA CHOBA HE BEIIIJIA 3aMY}K?

KoHeuHO, mepBoy MPUYUHOM, II0 KOTOPOH OHA He pacCMaTpPHBajia BO3MOXKHOCTh IIOBTOPHOTO Gpaka,
ow1n Teop.

Ho Actenb npugyMaria 6ojiee YeCTHHIN OTBET.



— IocTaTOYHO OBIZIO0 OJHAXK/IEI IPOUTH Yepe3 TaKoe.

Kpacurle rina3a KaiijzeHa moTeMHENH IIPU CI0Be "Takoe".

YecTHO ToBOD4, AcTenb 3TO TOXKe M0Ka3aloCh HEIIPUATHBIM.

AcTenb 3aana TOT 2Ke BOIIPOC:

— A nmouyemy Baiie BennuecTBo He XKEHUIUCh BO BTOPOU pa3?

— MHe He HYXKHd XK€Ha, TdK KdK OHa MOZXKET OKa3aTbCA IIIKOHOM.

AcTenb I0Ka3ajoch, YTO €r0 OTBET IIPO3ByYaJl CAPKaCTU4Y€E€CKH.

Acrenb OIIyCTHJIa I''tla3a U CIIOKOMHO OTBETHIIA:

— Ho Temepb BaM He HYKHO OECITOKOUTHCS, IOTOMY 4YTO BCe, KTO MOT yTrpoXKaTh Bamemy
BenuuecTBy, ucuye3nu. Bel MoXeTe C yBEPEHHOCTHIO BEIOpaTh cebe HOBYI0 MiMnepaTpuiry.

AcTenb TaK HUKOTMIA C HUM He pa3roBapHuBaa.

Kann3eH X07100HO paccMessics, IIAs CKBO3b ACTellb.

— TBI CUIPHO U3MEHUJIACh.

— MoxerT, u Tak.

Bcé u3menunocs. Korga AcTens BUOUT 3TOTO YeJIOBeKa, OHA OO0JIbIlle He UCILITEHBAET HUKAKUX
YYBCTB.

AcTenb He X0Tela MIPOMIoJIKATh PAa3roBop.

— Ecnu 9T0 BCE, MOTY 5T BEPHYTHCS B KApeTy?

— ...Xoporro.

AcTenb CKIOHUNA TOJIOBY H IIOIIJIa B CTOPOHY KAapPETHI.

Kaiii3eH HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs CMOTPEJ Ha CIIMHY ACTellb, a 3aTeM IOHOLIEN K TOMY MECTY, Tle OHa



cuperna.

2KeHIIIMHA, C KOTOPOM OH BCTPETHIICS Yepe3 IIeCTh JIeT, Obljla HAaCTOJIBKO CTPAHHOM, YTO 3TO
pasmgpaxaro.

X % x

OHu npubkIIA B 3aMOK JIUIITH BO BTOPOY ITOJIOBUHE IHS.

MaepH OBLI 3aMKOM, ITIOCTPOEHHLIM B BOCTOYHOH JIECHOHU 30HE U IIPpUHAOJIE2KABITUM KOpOHeBCKOfI
CEMEE.

ITo CPAaBHEHHUIO C APDYTUMHU 3dMKaMHU, IIPUHAOJIEXKAITUMHN I/IMnepaTopy HeOaJleKO OT CTOJIMIBI, OH OBLT
O4Y€Hb MaAJIEHBKUM, HO B OTJINYHE OT HeOOJIBIIIOr0 U CTAPUMHHOT'O BHEIIIHET'O BHId, €Ir0 HHTEPhEDP OBLI
O4Y€Hb KPAaCOYHBIM U CTHUJIBHO YKPAII€HHBIM.

KaiifizeH cka3a, 4To coOupaeTcss OTOOXHYTh 3[€Ch NeHb UJIK OBA U OTIPABUTHCS B CTOJIUILY.

B 3amKke OBIIM phIlapu ¥ CIIYTH, IPUBETCTBOBaBIIKe MMepaTopa.

Kak Tonbko Kaig3eH cies ¢ omaay, K HeMy ITOfOIIEN PHI2KEeBOJIOCHN MOJIOAOY YeJIOBeK U
II03I0POBAICH.

Korma AcTesnb BHIIIIA U3 KAPETHI, OH OBICTPO MOAOIIEN K HEH.

— IpusitHO mo3HakoMuThcs, Jlemu Actens.  Bennuas, I'pad Knog, cekperaps Ero BenuuecTtsa.

YenoBek, mMpeCcTaBUBIINNCS BemnunanoM, ObIT MPUSATHON BHEITHOCTH, C MATKUMH PHIXKUMHU
BBIOIIMMHUCS BOJIOCAMHU U 3€JIEHBIMU TJIa3aMH.

Y Hero OBLTIO II0-CBOEMY KPACHUBOE JIUIO, HO OH BRITJISAOE]I CKOPpEee MHUJIBIM, Y€EM KPACUBEIM.

AcTenb BULENa €ro BIIE€PBEIE.

Ou 6b11 BeIOpaH Kalii3eHOM U CTaJl eT0 CEKPeTapeM.

— 3apaBcTByiiTe, I'pad, TPUATHO T03HAKOMUTHCS.

B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa yCJbllllajia YUCTHIM U MATKUY KEHCKUY I'0JI0C U3HYTPHU 3aMKa.



— Bame BenuuectBo! HakKOHEI-TO BbI ITPUOBLIH.

Ha nune BennuaHa, KOTOPHIM IBITANICS YTO-TO CKa3aTh ACTelb, IIOSIBUIOCH CMYIIEHHOE BEIpazKeHUeE.

W3 3aMKka BeIxoauia Jlemu, CBETIOBOJIOCAs OBOPsHKA.

[IpucTtansHbY B3rI4A Jlegu, cMOTpeBluel Ha Kalif3eHa, moBepHYyJICca K AcTenb ¢ Bennuasom.

— Boxe, kK10 3107

* % %

OHa BHITTISIAENIAa OYeHb MOJIOMO.

E#l roe-To 0KOJIO ABaAaTH ABYX?..

YV Heé 6bITo JeTCKOe JINIIO, HO OHa Obl/Ta BEJIUKOJIEIIHA U IIpeKpacCHa.

BrIno sICHO, UTO OHA BCE ellé He3aMyxkHss Jleu gaxe 10 e€ clierka OTKPOBEHHOM ofexXe.

— Kr0 3TOT 9emoBek? - CIIPOCHIJIa OJIOHOMHKA, CMOTPA Ha AcTenb crerka HACTOPO2KEHHBIMHU I'JIa3dMH.

AcTenb IOCMOTPETA €1 B riiasa.

Ona 3am0374ao BCIIOMHMIA, KTO 3Ta Jama.

— Jlegyn MapuraHHa, TaBHO HEe BUOENUCE.

Cyns mmo BceMy, 3Ta faMa Obla crapiuei mouyepsio Mapku3sa Kpoiixera.

Korma Actens Ovlna B COLMATbLHOM MUPE, OHA ObIlla MUJION JeBOYKOU-TIOTPOCTKOM, KOTOPOU OBIIO
BCET0 OKOJIO YeTHIPHAAIATH-IITHAALIATH JIET.

9710 OBLLIO LIECTh JIeT Ha3al...

— T®I MeHS 3HaeIb?

Korga MapuaHHa cMyTunach, BenmuaH, CTOSBIINHN PSIOM C HeH, OBICTPO epedus eé:



— Jlegu MapuanHa, 3T0 OnIBIlasg MMnepaTpuia.

— Eé BenuuectBo MiMnepatpuiia?..

[Tpu cnosax "OviBInas MmnepaTtpuna" MapraHHa ¢ HE3KHOCTBIO ITIOCMOTpesia Ha ACTeb.

E€ crnerka HaCTOPOXKEHHBIN B3TJISAM CKOJIb3HYJI II0 BOJIocaM ACTeJIb ¥ TYCKJIOMY IIaThi0 0€3 eOUHOT0
PHUCYHKa.

HacwMmernrka 3acTeina Ha ry0ax MapuaHHHL.

— Boxe... TeOs1 BRITHAIM TIOCJIE TOTO...

— JI-negn!..

HeyBaxuTenbHble 3aMedYaHuss MapruaHHH IPUBeNK BesraHa B 3aMeIaTebCTBO, ¥ OH IIOMBITAICS
OCTaHOBUTEL €€,

Ho AcTens OBIIO BCE PAaBHO, ¥ OHA PAaCCMESIach.

— ,'[[a, qa I/IMHepanI/ILIa, KOTOPYIO BRITHAJIX 9Ye€Pe3 NEHb. ,HYMa]EO, TellepPb BEI BCIIOMHUIJIN.

Bo3moxHO, 3Ta MajieHbKas IeBOYKa Obljla OJHOM M3 JII000BHUI] FiMIepaTopa.

Cembst KpoiixeHOB paHblile Obllla HE3HAYUTETBHOM, HO TETIEPh, TOX0XKE, OHA MONTyduIIia
671arocKJI0HHOCTh MMIiepaTopa.

MapuaHHa IpUKyCHua ry0y, Korma AcTenb cKasaja 9To, HO He PacCepauiach U TOXe paccMesiiach.

3aTeM OHa YBH€EJId MAaJIEHbEKOI'0O MaJIbYXUKad I103ad1 Actenb u 3aMepiia.

— K10 aT0T pe6eHnokK?

— OH CHIH MOET0 MMOKOWHOTO Ky3€eHa. { ImpuBesna ero, moTOMy 4YTO Temephb 3a604yCh 0 HEM.

MapuaHHa GLICTPO ITOTEPsIa UHTepeC K Teopy, Korfa Ta cKasaja, YTO OH peOEHOK e€ Ky3UHHL.

C gpyroii cTOpoHH, Teop He MOT 0TOPBaTh rfla3 0T MapuaHHHI.



EMy OB17I0 J'I]EO601'[BITHO, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH HUKOI'Ja HE BHUIEJL TaKOH BEJIHNKOJIEITHOH KEHIIUHEI.

[TocmoTpeB Ha MapuaHHY, OH IIOKJIOHUJICS U II0300POBAJICH:

— Ilpuser... Jlegu.

E€ men o MaTepUHCKOM NUHUYM MHOTHA y4ul Teopa, Kak o0paliaTbCs C faMaMH.

Hy, OH HE€ Y4HIJI IIJIOXHUM BeIllaM, II03TOMY OHa H€ CTaJla 3d0CTPATE Ha 3TOM BHUMaHHE...

MapuaHHa BCE eIllé CMOTpesla Ha Hero, Ho BennmraH BOCXUIIAICS UM:

— Bay, OH TaKOU BEXK/IMBHIU.

I'nmsaps Ha Hero, BennuaH He 3afaBancs BOIPOCOM, KTO OH.

IIo Toro, Kak OHU MPUOBIIN CIOMA, OH CIIHIIIAJ O ObIBIIeH MMnepaTpuile u pedeHKe.

— Ecnu BB He IIPOTUB, g IIOKaXy BaM Ballly KOMHATY.

Bennuau mmosén AcTeb.

MapuanHa ocTanach o3any, OHa YOUBIANACh, ToueMy ObiBlIas MMmepaTpulia Ipuina ¢
ViMmepaTopoM, U BHITJISIfIeNIa TaKOM IIOTPETaHHOM.

AcTenb mogHsIa Ha PyKH pebEHKa U ToIa 10 KOPUAOPY BMecTe ¢ BemnuaHoM.

Kax TonbKO OHM 3aBEpHYIH 3a yroj, Bennuan u3BUHUICS Ilepen ACTelb:

— IIpoctute MeHs. MapraHHa €Ill€ He B Kypce CUTyalluu. f CKaxXy el mo3xe.

— He Gepurte B ronoBy. { B mopsigke. MHe XKaib, 4TO 5 00uela YeJI0BeKa, MOIb3YIoIerocs
0J1aroCKJIOHHOCTHIO Ero BenmuuecTBa.

Bennuan 3aMoryan ¥ TyIo NOCMOTpPe Ha ACTellb.

— IIpoctuTte? Her, 3710 He...

BennuaH mOMBITANCS YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO 3aKpBHIJI POT.



Ins Hero, cekpeTapsi, Ob1I0 TaOy TOBOPUTH TO UM MHOE O IMYHOM XKU3HU MMIepaTopa.
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