YemM panbiite mpogBuraucs JIuHb Xao, TeEM MeHbIIe MPU3PAvYHEIX BOJIKOB €MY IT0Iafalock. TeM He
MeHee, HeCKOJIbKO M3 HUX OBIJIM Ha MO3THEM BTOPOM YPOBHE UJIU [aXKe Ha MMUKe BTOPOTO YPOBHS.
Opuako nepep JIuub Xao OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO OTHOTO YAapa Me4YoM.

BueszanHo 3peHune JIuue Xao IIPOSACHHUIIOCE, a €T'0 I10Jie 3PpEHNA PACIHIUPUIIOCE. Oxasasnoch, 4YTO OH
HEO0CO3HAaHHO OOCTHUT OHA IIEIEePHI.

BOKpyT Hero BCIIBIXHYJ CEPEOPUCTHIM CBET, CUSIOMINIA SIPKO, KaK B CKa3Ke.

«Cwmotpute! LIBeTok [Ipuspaynoro Jluka!» Ban MaHT TOJIBKO CTYIIUII B Iellepy, Kak ero BHUMaHue
IIPUBJIEKJIO CTPAHHOE PACTEHUE.

JInus Xao oTBeTUN U npucMoTpesncs. Ha Kpato nemeps! CTOSJI0O MajleHbKOe pacTeHre pPa3MepoM He
6onbie nombiKKU. LBeTOK ITpu3payHoro JIuka Ovl1 oKpyKeH Wb Ly, oTyero y mogei co3maBanoch
BIeYaTJIEHNe, YTO OH CTPAHHBLIM U CTPAIIIHBIMN.

«PeB!» I'my6oKui peB IUKOTO 3BePs IpepBajl Bceoblllee BHUMaHUe. Bce OTTIIHYIUCH U YBULEH
OTPOMHOTO BOJIKA C TEJIOM, M3JIy4alomuM I'Ty00KYyi0 aypy, KOTOPEIM CMOTpeT Ha HUX.

«Hert, mouemy Tejo 3TOTO BOJKa 0OJIbIlIE, UeM Y BCEX IPU3PAYHEIX BOJIKOB, KOTOPHIX Mbl BCTpEYaIu
paHble? CMOTPUTE, MOpPZa BOJIKa OYEHb I10X0Xa Ha Mopay npudpaka!». «IIpoknsaree! «Mul
CTONKHYNHCH ¢ KopoeM BONKOB ¢ mpu3payHbIM nuiioM!» I'omoc Ban Manra 6ecco3HaTeNnbHO
npoxkain. XoTs oH ObUI paBHOAYIIEH K JKU3HU ¥ CMEPTH, OH BCe ellle YyYBCTBOBAJ CTpax Iepen
Koponem-Bonkowm.

«Bomuunii KOpoJb - BOKaK CTad BOJIKOB. YeM MOIIHee JIUILIO0 IPU3PavyHOro BOJIKa, TeM OOJIbIIE OHO
[I0X0Ke Ha JIUIO ITpu3paka. [Jaxke eCliu BOJIK C JIMIIOM IpU3paka IIoMMaeT 4YejioBeKa, OH He 3arphI3eT
ero 0o cMepTu. BMecTo 3TOr0 OH GymeT Me[JIeHHO My4YUTh U Tep3aTh, IT0OKa YeJIOBEK HEe YMPET, a
3aTeM IIPOTJIOTUT ero. ATo camoe crpainHoe! «Jlaxe BouH 60eBbIX HCKYCCTB YETBEPTOI'0 YPOBHS He
3ax04eT CTONKHYThCS ¢ Bomubum Koponem». O6bscHun Ban MaHr.

«Pes!» Bomuuy Koposib 3aBelj, U BCA Nellepa 3aapoxana. Bomuuu Koposb 0myCcTu rojiosy.
KoneuHo, ero Bom4bsi Mopza Oblla ITOX0XKa Ha IIpU3pakKa, TOJIbKO YTO YMEPIIEro y2KacHOW CMePThIO.
OHoO ObI7I0 KYTKO OJIeIHBIM ¥ YPE3BHIYaHO CTPALIHBIM.

«Bbpar JIuHb, moyeMy Obl HaM He OTCTYNIUTL? DTOT NIPU3PadYHLIM BOJIK 00J1aflaeT CUIION BOUHA
TPETHETO YPOBHS, KaK MUHUMYM. HaM He CTOUT NpOmoiIkKaTh CpaxkaTbCsa. Ml MOKEM He
TOPONIUTECS». Ban MaHr cKa3aj HU3KUM 'OJIOCOM.

«CnumkoM mo3aHo!» B aTo Bpems Crou L3uns yxke gorsan ux. OH BcTan no3afgy JInHb Xao U MpadyHo
npousHec. Kak TompKo ero ronoc 3atux, Cioi LI3uHb MOTHHEHOCHO OTOPOCHU TPYII BOJIKA, KOTOPHIH
JInup Xao 6pocuit Ha 3eMyio. OH pa3pyOust ero momnojaMm CBOUM MedoMm!

«YTO TH femaelib!» B CTpaxe 3aKkpruyanu BaHn MaHT u ocTanbHbIE, YBUAEB AencTBusg Crou L[3uHs.
Bomnubst cTast Ovinta egrHa. Kak MOT TaK YHUYTOXUTL TPYI BONIKA?

Kaxk u oxupganocs! B cienytomiyio ceKyHay nocie Toro, Kak Ciou L[3uHb YHUYTOXKUII TPYII BOJIKA,

teno Bomuwero Koposs BHe3amnHo 3agpoxano. Oba ero riasa CTajaud HeCpaBHEHHO KpacCHee, a U3

ropjia BhIPBaJICA yKacCallui 3BYK «Xe-xe». Bce MOrynu SICHO BUfEeTh, 4TO Bomuuii Kopons ceriuac
HAXOOUTCSA B COCTOSTHUM SIPOCTH.

«Xaxaxa! Mycop! Tl He CMOXeIIb YUTH, faXke ecIu 3axoyellb. «[IpoCcTo IOKOPHO XKOU CBOEU



CMepTH. « - cKasan Cwoii L[3uHb ¢ BEICOKOMepHOU ynbiOKoi. C 0a30i KyJIbTUBALlUU TPETHLETO YPOBHS
craguu 60eBOT0 KYJIbTUBATOPA, OH OBITT HE MejIeHHee APyrux. IMeHHO II09TOMY OH OCMEJIHUIICS
capoBonupoBath Kopons Bonkos.

«Ax TBI, Mpa3b!» BaH MaHr He MOT TepreTh OTBpaTUTeNIbHOe noBeneHue Cwoiu Li3una. Ox
IIPOUTHOPUPOBAJI UYBCTBA CBOUX TOBAPHUILEU U BEIPYTaCs.

«Crapmuit 6pat Bau mpas. Tel - mpa3s! Cectpa FO3 Bce erre 6ni1a 3mech. Kak Thl MOXKeIb OBITH
TakuM OeccoBecTHEIM?» JIu BaHb THEBHO KpHYalla ¥ pyrasach, He 3a00TsSCh O CBOEM KEHCKOM
CYIIHOCTH.

IlnuaHBIe pecHUNB TanTau KOs crnerka sarpenertand, a B3rasan JInab Xao cTal 04eHb
00€eCIIOKOEHHEIM.

Ho B cnenytomuii MoMeHT oTBeT TanbTau KO3 mokuposan Bcex. Tanbrai K03 MATKO cka3ana: «4
noMHIo, JInHb Xao CcKa3aJll, YTO X0UeT 3alUTUTh MeHs. [laxke ecnu JInHb Xao yMpeT, s He Oyay KUThb
ogHa. 4 u JIunb Xao, XKU3Hb U CMEPTh 3aBUCAT APYT OT Apyra. « Kaxmoe cioBo OBUIO 3BYYHBIM U
CUJTbHBIM, IPOHUKAIOIIUM MPSIMO B cepaLe!

TanTtau 05 u cama He moHMMaJa, IOYeMy OHa Tak yBJieKiach JInHb Xa0, HO TONIBKO ceryac TaHTau
}03 nonsna, yto JIune Xao oTIM4YaeTCs OT BCeX, KOro OHa BUJella PaHbIIIe.

TanTtau K05 He 3Hana, 4To 9T0 3a 4yBCTBO. Korma JIuHb Xao BIepBhle CKa3all, 4YTO XO0UeT 3allUuTUTh

ee, Tanwvralt K03 Havana obparath Ha JIuHb Xao BHUMaHUe. [Tocyie 3TOro KaxKabl pa3, Koraa JIuHb
Xao cpazxajcs, oH Xpabpo CTosiy mepeq Hel, Kak 00JIbIIIoe IepeBo, 3alluilas ee 0T BeTpa U JOXKMS.
910 OBLN BCETO NMUIIbL MaJIeHbKUI BOMH G0EBHIX MCKYCCTB, HO OH OCMEJIUJICS CKa3aThb, YTO He OOUTCS
HWwmnepatopa boesrix UcKyCCTB.

Bynp Ha ero mecrte KTo-To Apyrou, TanTau KO3 mums HacMexasnachk Obl Haf HUM, HO JIuHb Xa0 OBII
coBceM apyruM. OH BBEI3BaJl TaKOe OIPOMHOE TOpPHAAO [yxoBHOM JHepruu. OH UMeT TpaBo OPOCUTH
BBI30B MiMIlepaTopy, ¥ IpefesioM ero pocTa OB He TONBKO MMnepaTop.

YysctBa TauTa# KO3 o oTHoueHn0 K JInHL Xao OBIIM MOJTy4YeHbl BCETO 3a HECKOIBKO THEHN.

«BEI TakK IIPOCTO CMOTPUTE Ha CBOETO MyxKa CBBEICOKa? C 9TOU IITYKOU JIETKO CIpaBUThCA». JIMHbL Xao
CTOsJI TIepef Hell, KorAa BAPYT ychbiman ciaoBa TaHTtau F03. B gyie y Hero crano o4eHs Temno. OH
He 3ps IpuIlen B 3TOT MuUp. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, HalllJlach KEeHIIIMHA, KOTOpas B TNTyOKMHe AyIIn
3a60THUIach 0 HEM.

«Ha camoMm fene, ¢ 3TUM ITapHEM ropa3do jerye uMeTh aeno, 4em co CKanbHEIM MenBeneM. B KoHIle
KOHII0B, y CKaynibHOT0 MenBes BCe ellle eCTh 3all[uTa YeTBEPTOr0 YPOBHS. UT0O KacaeTcs Bomubero
Koporns, To, ecnu Thl Oygelh OCTOPOXKEH, 3TO OyIeT XOPOIINii TPEHUPOBOYHBIN IEMOHUYECKUN
3Bepb». JIuHb Xao BTaiHe omeHus cuiy Bomubero Koposs u B riny6rHe gymu yragai.

«ITocneimancs pes!» Korma Bomuuir Kopons yBugen, 4To 3TH II0OU OCMENIUINCh UTHOPUPOBATH €T0 I
Iaxke Hadanu 00JITaTh, €T0 THEB BCIILIXHYII ellle cuibHee. OH pPBaHYJICS BIlepel BCEM TEJIOM H,
BBICOKO TIOATIPHITHYB B BO3[YX, [T0JIeTeN B CTOPOHY JIMHB Xao.

«YKJIOHANCS!» BCTPEBOKEHHO KPUKHYJIM JIFOOU 034U HETO.

Y JIunp Xao 6611 OnbIT 60PBOBI ¢ OOIBIIUM KOMMYECTBOM OEMOHUYECKUX 3Bepeit. OH, eCTEeCTBEHHO,
OBLT 3HAKOM C BOJTYBMMH BHIITafaMu U YKycaMmu. [1oKa OH Biafesl UM U YKJIOHSIJICS, BCe ObIJIO Ol B
nopsigke. Oguako JIuab Xao Tak He cuuTasl. Bensb y Hero 3a ciuHoM OBIIM He TONbKO Ban MaHur u Jlu



Baus, Ho u TanTau KO3, koTopas umena s JIuas Xao OTPOMHOE 3HaYEHHUE.
JInab Xao He MOT CIIPSTaThCS, OH He XOTeJl IPSITaThCs, fa U He Hy2KHO OBIJIO MPSATaThCs!

JInub Xao MOAHSAN Med B PyKe, U Ha Mede BHE3aITHO 3aXKercsl CuHuM cBeT. OCTPHIN BOT4Yui 3y0
oKa3zaJjics IPsIMOo Iepen HUM. JIMHb Xao B3MaxHyJl MeUOM IOpPHU30HTANIbHO, ¥ TOJICTHIM BOJTYUiL 30
IPSIMO yaapua mo Meuy JInHb Xao, KOTOPHIM CBETUJICSI CHHUM CBETOM.

«Kman!»
Bomuuit 3y6 Kpemko yKycui ANAHHBIN Med JIuHb Xao, u Teso JIuHb Xao TPSIXHYIO0 OT UMIYJIbCa.

Teno Kopomnsi-Bosika Ov1i10 00JIbIlle, Y4eM y 0OBIYHOTO IPU3PAYHOI0 BOJIKA, M BECUIT 3TOT KOpoib-BOJIK
He MeHbIIIe TPEXCOT KuiorpaMMmoB. [1o nHepIuu oH Bpe3asics B Med JIuHb Xao, ¥ ero cuia Oblyia He
MEHBIIIE, YeM Y OTPOMHOM CTPEJIHL.

Opnako JIuab Xao ropmoo CTOSJI Ha HOraX, TBEPHAO ONMUpPasiCh Ha 3eMITi0. B 3emiie, Tlie OH CTOS, Jaxe
OBLITM IBE OTPOMHEIE SIMHI.

«Kaxk 910 Bo3MoxkHO! JInHb Xao 3abmokupoBan yKyc Kopons-Bonka?» Ban MaHT He MOT ITOBEPUTH
cBOMM ry1a3aM. [laxke 60eBoY BouH TpeThero ypoBHS JOJIXKEH OB YKIOHUTHCS OT aTaku, HO JIMHB
Xao maxe He OTCTymnu!

«f1 Bepio, 4TO THI Myuinuii! B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, TH O0elllan 3aluinaTth MeHsi». TanbTalt KO3 yBUmena, Kak
JIuup Xao 67I0KUPYeT BHIIAM, U TOYYBCTBOBAIa 00IETYeHHE.

«Kak ato Bo3moxkHo! Het, Mmycop, y Tebs oT poxaeHus rpybas cuna. BIoKupoBaTh aTaky - YACTast
cny4yaHOCTh! « Cio¥t LI3uHb BCe ellle He MOT B 3TO TOBepUTh. Bens JIunb Xao GBI BCETO JIUIID
KyJIbTUBATOPOM IIEPBOTO YPOBHS cTaguu 0oeBoro BouHa.

«Xexe, HET HUYEro HeBO3MOXKHOT0!» JInHb Xao MOo4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK Iepeq HUM MOSBUIICS CII0H. OH
BPE3aJICS B €r0 Med, OTYEro OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKYI0 O0/Ib MeXKIy OOJNIBIIUM U YKa3aTeJIbHBIM
nanbliamu. K cyacteio, y Hero Owiyta Cuta Bogsl Meua, uTo6b 610kupoBaTh [TopnmuHHy0 LIy, KoTopas
IIOKphIBajia BOI4Mi 3y0.
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