Tpeck.

Jlec ObL1 TIOKPBIT ThMOM. Ha monsiHe mepen KOCTPOM CuUfeNiu ABoe Myk4uH. OHU ObIIM U3 OTPSIA
BpaBo, KOTOpHIN uCCIenoBa I0XKHYI0 9acTh Jieca.

— 3eBaeT. Coub3, TH He ycTan?

— KoneuHo, ycran. Ho MH B KapayiJe.

— ...IIpaBga. Xa6s ornsamen opyrux coHG3. Bce oHM Kpemko craau. — [10xoxke, Ipyrue COHO3 He
BOJIHYIOTCSI. HO eciiu TeMHEBIe 37TbGBl COBEPIIAT BHE3AITHOE HallaleHue. ..

— BHesanHoe HamafeHue? Jif, MBI K€ TOBOPUM O TEMHBIX 3J1b()ax, — OTBETHUJ COHO3, IOfKapuBas
CBHIp Ha BeTKe JepeBa. — TeMHBIe 3/1b(H TOAAATUCh UCKYIIEHUIO BIACTH U CTaIl IIOPOYHBIMY,
TIOTOMY 4TO OOTJIafibiBasiu BeTBU MupoBoro [IpeBa. OHU CTald MOTYIECTBEHHEIMH, HO [IpeBo
IIPOKJISITIO UX, JIMIIUB Pa3yMa. 3a0yabTe O BHIIOJIHEHUM NTPUKA30B, OHU efIBa MOTYT 00IIAaThCS MEXKIY
co6oii. OHM HUKaK He MOTYT [IeHCTBOBATh KaK apMMusi.

— ...Ho pa3Be He BEePOATHO, YTO MBI BCTPETUM UX HOYBIO, BEOb NHEM MEI X COBCEM HE BUOEIN?

— [TaXXe ecyu 3TO TakK, OHU JeMCTBYIOT caMu 110 ce0e, TaK YTO MBI, BEPOSATHO, YBUAUM TOJILKO OIHOTO
UM MaKCUMYM [IBYX.

— Xwm, HYy, C TaKMUM KOJINYECTBOM MEI CIIPABUMCs CaMHU.

— WmeHHO. He HaTsATUBaN TPYCUKH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B 3apPOCIIAX IIOCJIBIIIAIOChE IBU2KEHNE.

— ...IINmm. Cor63 npuxan nanel K rydbaM 1 IOBEPHYJICA Ha 3BYK.

— 'ppp.

— Kppp.

3BYK OBIJT ITOX0XK Ha phluaHue co0aKu. B TeMHOTe MOSIBUIMCH KPAacHEIE T'la3a, YCTAaBUBUINECS Ha HUX.
Pas, oBa, Tpu...

—C-cou63-HuM. Hcmyranusii xab3 IOTSAHYICS 3a OPYKUEM, HO COHO3 YIIBIOHYICS.



— Boxe, Kak s ucmyrascs... He BOIHYHCS, 9TO BOJIKOIABHL.

— ...BonkonaBer?

— Ia, BONKOAaBhl. MBI Ha3kIBAeM MX BOJIKOJAaBaMH M7t KpaTKocTH. OH pacciabuics 1 3arOBOPHII
HETIPUHYXKIeHHO. — OHU JIETKO MyTal0TCs, TaK YTO OHKU HEe 0YEHb OMACHHI.

— Ho Bce xke... MHE HEMHOTO CTPaIlHO, IIOTOMY 4YTO MX TaK MHOTO.

— Kaxk THI coOMpaeInbcs CTaTh UTPOKOM, eCJIM OOUIITLCS 9TUX KPOIIEUHEIX CyInecTB? OHU U OTHS
poATCH.

OH MooXKuI CBIDp U CheJIall d)aKen, GPOCI/IB €Tr0 B KyCTHI.

— Kurm, keimt. MakHS ceitdac 3almjiader.

(TL.IT: "MakH3" 03HaYaeT caMOro MOJIOIOTO YeI0BeKa B IPYIIIe).

— Kro ckazar, uto 51 6yny mimakaTh? CoHO3 paccMesiyiCst Hafl ero MUJION peakired, a Xab3 HaKJIOHUT
TOJIOBY.

— Trl yBEpEH, YTO OHU GOSITCS OTHS?

— A 4TO, TH MHE He JOBepSeIlh?

— [leno He B 9TOM... Xa03 MIMPOKO PacKpHLI rina3a, Habmiogas 3a TeM, Kak KpacHbIe riasa
BOJIKOJIJaBOB CTAHOBATCA BCe Oonblile u Oonbiie. OHM npubauKanuch. M3 Kycra BHIIET BOIKOJAB U
HaCTynuI Ha ¢ake.

— e Con063, Ka3anoch, 4TO-TO 06Hapy}KI/IJ'I, €ro Juio nobIemHeo.

— ...Pa30ynu ocTanbHBIX.

— Yto?

— Pa3bymu ocranbubx! Ceiiyac xe!

Ha Bomubux 1cax exanau TEMHBIE SHB(I)LI.

X X x



Bun-6un-6un

I'naza Co [IxkxyH X0 OTKPHUIMCH IIPU 3BYKe CUTHaja TpeBord. OH copBasl ¢ ce0si MacKy U BhIJIe3 U3
CIIaJIbHOTO MeIKa, 0CMaTpuBas OKPECTHOCTH.

— O, THI IPOCHYJICS? TPUBETINBO cKa3ana Co Mu P3. OHa pa3Beia KOCTep, IIOKa CTOsI/Ia Ha CTPaxe.

— ...Kak obcTraHoBKa?

— TToka HEYEro oco6eHHOTO He IIPpOX301IJIIO.

— Kak HacueT gpyrux CTOpoH?

— Jlromu, cTosIIe B HOYHOM [030Pe, KaXK[ble TPUALIAThE MUHYT MMyOJIUKYIOT B COOOIIIECTBE CBEXKHUE
HOBOCTH. Ceruac 1:58, Tak 4TO yepe3 ABe MUHYTHL OHU CHOBA MOSIBSATCS.

Co H}KYH Xo mopol1ina K KOCTPY H IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha 3KPaH CBOeH roJI0rpaMMEBEL.

[Toxozke, HUKTO ellle He IOJIBePrcs HanageHuio. Heyxemnu on ommbes? [Toka OH MOPIIUIT 7100, YaChl
mpobunu 2.

— HUrak, IIOCMOTPHM. Co Mu P» 3akoHYMJIa COCTABIISATh OTYET U MOPTrHYIIQ, TJIAOd Ha 3KPaH. — A?

CkompKo OBl pa3 OHa HY 0OHOBJIs/Ia CTPAHUILY, HOBBIX COOOIIeHNH He MosABIAN0oCh. OHa HaKJIOHUIIA
TOJIOBY.

— CrpanHo. MoxeT, mpo6ieMa C Maru4ecKkoi ceThio?..

— Het, — kaTteropuuyno otBetun Co [IxyH Xo.

I3brHb. OH 06HAXKUIT MeY ¥ YCTaBUJICS B TEMHBIH JIec.

— BeposTHO, ux moiMasnu Te yOII0IKY.

— 9tu yomonku...? Co Mu Pa nogHsina royioBy, HO yBuaesa TojbKo jec. Co [IxkyH X0 CMOTpes Ha
YTO-TO, YETO OHA He MOrJjIla Pa3TiIsifeTh.

brina HOoub. Bnarogapsa «HouHou OXO0THUK» (A) BCe ero nmokasaTesnu yBenuuunuch Ha 10%, a 4yBCTBa
000CTPUIIHCE.



YeTrIpe Jambl ¥ KPacHbIE I1a3a... ITO BOJIKOLABHL.

BonkomaBhl 00671a1a I BEICOKOM BEIHOCTIMBOCTBIO ¥ CKOPOCTBIO, HO OOJIBIIMHCTBO UTPOKOB
HEeJI0OI[eHUBAJIU UX, IOTOMY YTO OHU JIETKO ITyTaJuCh ¥ UMeJId HU3KUi 00eBOM HaBhHIK.

U 370 mpaBpa: maxe eciyd OHU coOUpanuch BMECTe, BOJIKOMaBH He ObLIA OMacHEI, €CIU IIPOCTO
moMaxaTh (hakeaoM.

Ho 3T0 OTHOCHUTCS TOMBKO K IUKHUM BOJIKOaBaM.

Ecnu ux "BocnuThiBan" KTO-TO JPYIOM, OHYA CTAHOBUJIUCH COBCEM OPYTMMU MOHCTPaMHU.

OHU Kak JIoLIanu.

Jlomamy OT MPUPOIE IPUPYYaEMbl U JIETKO MyTraloTCs, HO eCIH X 00y4YMTh, OHM MOTYT CTaTh
0o0JIeCTHLEIMU O0EBEIMU KOHSIMU.

— OHuU ugyT.

— Wpyt? YTO THL...

He ycnena oHa 3aKOHUYUTH Ppa3y, Kak AepPeBbs 3aTPSACIUCH OT CUIBHOTO BeTpa. Co [IxKyH X0 cxBaTUl
Kneik YepHoro [IpakoHa ¥ MOCMOTpPEII Ha Hee.

910 OymeT nepBad ega Knbika YepHoro [JpakoHa. Hao 661 HAKOPMUTH €T0 4eM-HuOyOb IOBKYCHeE.

OH cgenan mar BIepes.

— Pa30ynuTe KoMaHAuUpa rpymms Yxa.

— Te1 cepre3no? Ho s He... —Huyero He BUXKY, — X0TeJla CKa3aTh OHa.

Bym! U3 neca, Kak 51y4 CBeTa, BHIIPHITHYII BOJIKOLAB, MaxXHYB JIallod B CTOPOHY €€ JIUIA.

— ...A? OHa He MOTTIa MIOIIEBEIUTHCS ¥ CMOTPeJIa Ha KOTTH, KOTOpble TPUOTHUKAIIUCh K HEH.

Co Mu P3 HTrpalia CKOpee BCIIOMOTAaTEJIbHYIO POJIb, YEM 608By10. Ee TenocnoxeHus OLLIO
HeJoCTaTO4YHO, YTOORI YKIIOHUTBCA OT HEIIPEABUOEHHBIX dTaK.



Ynmap! Benas BcIbIIIKa pa3pe3alia BOIKOaBa IOMojiaM, ¥ TEMHBIN 371b(), CUIEBUINY Ha HEM, yIIall B
OTOHb.

— Ksaaaa! TeMHBIN 5716 M3[al y2KaCHBIN BOILJIb, CrOpas.

TpymHO GBIIO TIOBEPUTH, YTO OHU IIPOU3OIUIH OT 371b(}OB, KOTOPHIX HA3hIBAIA PACOM KpacoTwl. ETo
IIJIOTh THHUJIA U Pa3jiaranaachk OT IPOKIATHS Mupororo [Ipega.

— ITocMoTpuM... OCTanoch NecsiTb TEMHEIX 97TbGOB U AEBSITh BONKOmaBoB. Co [IxkyH X0
IIPOCKAHUPOBAJI OKPYKAIOIIUX MOHCTPOB. — ITomo#au 1 Bo3bMHU uX. Eciiu He X0Uellb, YTOOHI 5 MMOIIeT
K Tele.

— I'ppppp!

— Kpaxk!

[Tousinu mu oHU ero? TeMHBIe 3Mb(El CXBAaTUIUCD 3@ OPYXKKe U OPOCUIIKCH Ha HETO.

IaBaiiTe ucneTaeM YepHyi0 OPOHIO.

I'maza Co [IxKyH X0 BCOBIXHYJIM, KOTTIa OH OOQHUM YOapOM YHAUTOXKUJI TPeX TEMHEIX 3J1b(OB U3
aBaHrapga. OH IIOArOTOBUIJI BTOPOU yhap ellle [0 TOro, KakK UX ropsyasi KpOBb KOCHYJIacCh 3€MJIU.

Ho TeMHEI 9716, CTOABIINY 1038 HUX, VAAPUII €T0 IIEPBHIM.

3BeHb! CTyK!

OH mouyBCTBOBaJI 3y[ B OOKY U CIIUHE.

— ...9T0 moTpsicatoire. Ero ryOsl BEITHY/HUCH BBEPX. OH IIOBEPHYJI CBOE TEJI0 M B3MaXHYJI Me4OM, Kak
JIeTy4ast MbIIIIb.

Yoap!

YeThIpe TOJIOBE TEMHBIX 37TbGOB B3j1€TENH B BO3AyX. OHM Obu npuMepHO 30-35 ypOBHS, HO He
CMOTJIH BHIIepXKaTh HU OMHOTO yOapa.

Ax, 310 BO3BpallaeT MEHs Ha3af.

Korpma ero mokasarenu CTaau JOCTAaTOYHO BEICOKMMH, OH 0e3 HpOGJ’IeM CIIPaBJIAJICA C TAKHMH



MEeJIKMMU CyIecTBaMu, Kak 3Tu. OH mpocTo youBan ux. Kak ceyac.

— Kb4, Kasak!

— Kpp!

Bocemb ux ToBapuirel ObUIM YOUTH B OMHO MrHOBeHUe. OcTasibHbIE TeMHBIE 97Ib(HI B ITAaHUKE
CMOTp€IX APYT Ha ApyTa.

O4eBUOHO, MEXIOy HUMHU HE OBLITO TOBApPHUIIECTBA.

— 4 oTcopa CJIBIIIY, KaK KPYTATCA MMEeCTEPEHKHN B BalllUX I'OJIOBAX, YGHIOJIKI/I. OHU UHCTUHKTUBHO
Ha4aJIi IPUKUOBIBATH, KaK MO2KHO HCIIOJIb30BATh OCTAJIBHEBIX, YTOOBI BEIKUTH CAMUM.

OmuH xpabphlit TEeMHBIHM 371b( BCKUHYJTT KOIIbe, ero Irjia3a OblTH MOTHBL 371005.

Yoap!

IxyH Xo yerko o6e3Bpenun ero. Ero Me4 mpoimes o pyKosT! KOIbSl ¥ ITPOH3UII ero Cepalle.

Ocranocs gBoe. Koro BeiOpaTs?

OH maHKUpOBaJI OTIYCTUThL OOHOTO0. Tak OH CMOXKeT UCIO0JIb30BaTh «VcnoBenb MepTBena» 6e3
y4yactus UYxa Mun Y.

K cuacThio, oguH TeMHBIH 3716 Ge3paccygHO B3MaxHY/I MEYOM U IIPUHST PellleHre 3a HEeTo.

— Xopo110, ep3Kuil Manbyuka. ITo Oymems Tel. OH OTPyOUI eMy I'OJIOBY U Hadasl THEBHO KpUYaTh:
— Yepr, opyroii ybexarn. [Toiiny npuKoHYy ero!

[To3amu ce0st OH yCrbIIan Kpuku cobak. B Kakoi-To momeHT Yxa MuH YV u Uxse [IxuH I1€
IIPOCHYJIUCH ¥ Hadaju pa3dupaThCs C BOIKOMABaAMH.

— Hennoxo. Co IxyH X0 pa3BepHYJICS U T06eKas 32 TEMHBIM 3/1b($)0M, KOTOPHIH yOexkall.

— Ia yx, — npo6opMmoTan [IkyH X0, CKIIOHUBIIKUCH HaJl MEPTBEIM TEMHBEIM 371boM. — Boxkb
IIJIEMeHU OTIpefielieHHO cuneH. ToT ¢akT, YTo ero Npru3HalIy APyTHUe, 03Ha4aJll, YTo Y Hero 6oyee yeM
OOCTATOYHO CHJI, YTOOHI BIACTBOBAThH HAJ BCEM JIECOM, 1 3TO He TOJILKO CHJIA.

OH 3HaeT, KaK UCII0Ib30BaTh CBOIO TOJIOBY. On COBeplIaJl OJHOBPEMEHHEIE BHE3AIIHEIE aTaKH, YTOOBI



MEI HE CMOT'JIN IIPABUJIBHO OTPEAarupoOBaTh. U uT0 camoe HUHTEepPeCHOE, 3TOT Y6HI-OJIOK yYMeJI TOBOPHUTE.

— Kak TonbpKO TeMHbIEe 37Tb(Bl BIPHI3NIUCh B BETBH MupoBoro [ipeBa, UX UHTEJIEKT ynal... Ho BoXab
BCe ellle COXPaHUJI BCe CBOM YMCTBEHHBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH.

3TO0T Y6J'II-OJIOK O4Y€eHb YMEH. OH He OBl KAKMM-TO HUUYTOXKECTBOM Oaxe OO TOr'0, KaK ero pa3BpaTUJin.

910 Onina Bcs HHPOpManus, KoTopyio oH nmonmyunn us «Mcmnosegs MepTsetia». Korga Co IxyH Xo
BEPHYJICS B Jlarepk, 601 yKe 3aKOHYUIICS.

— Xy, [IxyH Xo-HuM ObLT IIpaB. BHe3anHoe HanageHue HOUbK... Yxa MuH YV yOus IeBsTh BOJIKOJABOB.
OH BHIPOBHSAJI IbIXaHUE, O0BSICHASA CUTYAlUI0. — f IPOCHYJICS, TIOTOMY YTO YCJIBIIIAJ KPUKY, @ BEL
yxe gpanuch. Korfa s npuien B cebs, s pa3o0pascs ¢ BoJIKofaBaMu BMecTe ¢ YkKuH [I€... HO MHe
O4YeHb XKaJlb.

— MHe ToXKe XaJb.

Kazamnocs, ©M OBIJIO HEJIOBKO, IIOTOMY 4YTO OHH CIIaJi, KOT'Ma Ha4dallaCh ouTBa.

— Het HyXpap! U3BUHSATHCS. BEI, pebsTa, 103a00TUTHCH O IEBSITU BOJIKOMIaBaX.

Ecnu OvI 0HE 3TOT0 He chemnanu, Co [IxxyH Xo He cMor OBl HCIIONIb30BaTh «HcroBemb MepTBeta».
VIMeHHO I10 9TOM IPHYKHE OH OJOOPHII UX paHee.

[To kpaiiHel Mepe, OHU He OynyT MeHs 3afepxkKuBaTh. OHU OEWCTBUTEIBLHO OBIIM HEMHOTO TI0JIE3HEI, U
9TOT0 OBIJIO O0JIee YeM JOCTATOYHO.

— Kaxk Tam octanbHEble nareps? Jluno Co Mu Pa onyctusiocs, a ie4u OHUKIIU.

— ...Ouens m10x0. HeKOTOPEIE CTOPOHEI CIIPABUIIKCH C 3THM XOPOIIO, HO OOJIBIIKHCTBO — HET.
Iymaio, HEKOTOPhIe COBCEM Pa30eKaluch, YTOOH yOexKaTh.

— Torga HaM cegyeT IOTOPOIIUTHCS.

— Kyna cnemmuts?

Co [IxyH X0 BEITED II0JIOTEHI[EM KPOBb CO CBOET0O KJIMHKA, IIPeXkK/e YeM OTBETUTS.

— Ha oxory.
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