quHpe YyejioBeKa 0exkasu 110 TEMHOMY JIeCy. YuwuThiBast, 4To OexKaau OHH II0 HGPOBHOIZ 3eMIie,
OBUT'AJINCh OHU OYE€Hb 6bICTpO.

«...OH OeUCTBUTEJIbLHO YAUBUTEIbHEIN» — nogyMan Uxa MuH Y, rinans sva cnury Co [IxyH Xo,
KOTOPHIM TUANPOBAI. «ITO TEMHBIH JIeC, U 3eMJIsI COBCEM He poBHasi. M Bce ke ero ¢popma
cTabuiIbHa.»

910 Onin0 emle He Bce. Co [I:xkyH Xo BrIOMpas 0ojiee nerkKue myTH, YTOOB TPOe APYTUX MOTJIU
cnemoBaTh 3a HUM. OIleHKa 00CTAHOBKY - BaXKHOE KayeCTBO [IJIs UTPOKa, U OH MOKa3aJl ceds
WUCKITIOYUTEILHEIM.

Yxa MuH Y cunTas, 4TO OH MOXO0XK Ha JIyKOBULY. «Kaxkavlii pa3, Korga MHE KaXeTcs, YTO S ero
IIOHKMaI0, OH ITIOKa3hIBaeT MHE HOBYIO CTOPOHY...»

Bopyr Ha ero Bute 3aropenocs ysegomienue. Co [[3KyH X0 OCTaHOBUIICS.

— 9to0 SOS?

— Iati-ka g mpoBepio. ['maza Uxa Mun Y Mepuanu, Korja oH mpoBepsia coobuienre. OH MOCMOTPEN Ha
Co [IxyH X0 ¥ pemuTesbHo KUBHYI. — IT0 SOS. OH mpuiiesn u3 2 KM K BOCTOKY.

— JT10 Hepasneko. [laBaliTe CHayana cxoguM Tyga — ckasan Co JIxkyH X0, OrjsgAbBasCh B IOUCKAX
myTU. — MBI DOJIXKHEI CITAaCTH KaK MOXKHO OO0JIbIIIE UTPOKOB.

KoneuHo, 3T0 OBITIO HEe TIOTOMY, UTO OH cumTas cebs repoeM. CacTu Kak MOKHO 00JIbIlle UTPOKOB
03HayaJo, 4YTO OYUCTUTH Bpara OymeT mpoire; K TaKOMY BHIBOAY OH IIPHIles], 00beKTUBHO B3BECHB BCE
($haKTopHL.

B nnemenu YepHoro Mxa HaCUMTHIBAETCS THICSTYA TEMHBIX 371b(OB. FX 4KCII0 OBIIO CIIUIIKOM BEJIUKO,
YTOOBI OH MOT CIIPABUTLCS C HUMHU B OIUHOYKY.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OH BCe ellle YejoBeK. EMy Hy2KHO OBIJIO CIIaTh, OTOBIXATh U €CTh, KaK JTI000MY
npyromy desnoBeky. I:KyH X0 ITOHAgOOUTCS He MeHee NeCsSITH OHeM, YTOOL B OQUHOYKY YOUTH THICSIUY
TEMHBIX 371b(DOB.

«HW 3TO TOJIBKO €CJIU 51 CMOTY UCIIOJIb30BaTh BCIO CBOIO CUJIY.» JTO OTHOCUJIOCH TOJIBKO K TOMY
cJly4alo, KOrfa OH MOT MCIO0JIb30BaTh «CTpaxa TeMBI» U «3aMOPO3Ky». KOHEUHO, OH He MOT
MCII0/Ih30BaTh 3TU HABHIKY, KOrfa Ol B oTpsime Uxa MuH Y, Kak ceiidac.

[ToaToMy ny4mumM crioco60M OUUCTUTL BpaTa ¢ TaKUM IPENSATCTBUEM... OBIIO UCIIOIh30BaHUE APYTUX
urpokoB. Bot nouemy Co [IxyH X0 Tak ObICTpO OezKasl 10 Jiecy Ha pacCBeTe.



CerogHsLUIHSS HOYb CTAHET IIOBOPOTHRIM MOMeHTOM. OH [iyMaJl, YTO HOYHAs aTaka TEMHBIX 31b()OB —
o0otomoocTprlt Med. Ha Kaxnayio u3 52 CTOPOH OBLIO IIOCTIaHO He MeHee fecsiTé 3/1bdoB. Tak uTo
€CJI MBI YObeM X BCEX...

Onu CMOTYT BABO€ COKPATUTH YHUCJIEHHOCTE BPara 3da OOHY HOYb. Ecnu oun CMOTYT 3TO COEJIAThb,
TEMHBIE SJ'IB(I)LI OoJbille He CMOTYT HUCIIOJIb30BATH IIAPTU3dHCKYIO TAKTHUKY, KaK CETOOHI. A ecnu UM
yoacCTCAa COKPATUTH OCTaBIIeeCs YHCIIO ellle BOABOE, JIEC IIEPEeCTaHeT OBITH 0€30IaCHEIM IN]S:} SJIB(l)OB.

Knan, Ctyk!

Cnepenu 10 HUX JOHECCS 3BYK JIA3ralollero opyxus. BoaMoxkHO, 9T0 OBUIO U3-3a PaHHET0 YTpa, HO
3BYK OB 0COOEHHO TPOMKUM.

— JIIxyH Xo-HUM!

— 4 cneimny. 4 noiipy Buepen! Korga Co JxXKyH X0 YyCKOpPUIICS, Ka3a10Ch, YTO OH PacTATUBAETCs, KaK
uprcka. OcTaBUB TPeX YeI0BeK Im03aau ce0s, OH JOCTal U3 UHBEHTaPs KOIIbe.

— Ax, cmacute MeHs!

[TepBoe, YTO OH yBHUEJ, BEIUAS Ha MOJISHY, OBIJT UTPOK, 3aKaThIM 1101 BOJIKOJaBOM. TeMHBI 911b(,
CUOAIINYA Ha HeM, BRICOKO IIOOHSII Med.

BoBpemsi. OH UCIIONTb30BAJI CKOPOCTh Oera, YTOObI pa30TrHATh KOMbe, ¥ METHYII ero. OHO MPOCBUCTETIO
B BO3[yX€ C IPyObIM 3BYKOM, KaK IyIIIeYHOe SIApO.

VYaoap! OHO mMpo6HI0 TOJI0BY TEMHOT0 371b(a, 3aCTaBUB €r0 yIacTh. BOTYOHOK B 3aMeIllaTe/IbCTBe
00epHYJICS, TOTEPSIB X035IMHA, ¥ YBHU/IEII, YTO KOIbe JIETUT B €T0 CTOPOHY. BCIIBIIIKA TYHHOTO CBETA -
TIoCTIeJHEee, YTO OH YBUOET.

Co [IxxyH X0 BHITALIUII KOIIbE U3 IIeW BOIKOaBa U OCMOTPEN OKPECTHOCTH.

— OcTamnoch IsATh TEMHBIX 371bQOB U TPX BOIKOAABA.

— 3-3... 3-9? Urpok OBl BeCh B KPOBU TEMHOTO 371b()a ¥ BOJIKOZIaBa, HE B CHUJIAaX OCO3HATH CUTYALUIO.
Co [IxxyH X0 MOCMOTpeJT Ha HUX U 6e3 CJI0B 106e3Kasn B CTOPOHY, Ile CPaXKa/IuCh JPYTUe UTPOKY.

— A? A-a urpox!

— INopkpennenue! [omxHO OBITH, OHYU IPULUIH, YBUAEB curHani SOS OT Apyroi CTOPOHE!!



Wrpoku 6biii B 000pOHE, HO UX JIMIla ITPOCBETIENH.

— Ks1aaakkx!

C mpyroii CTOPOHHI, BEIPaXKeHUST TEMHBIX 971b(OB cTanu 60Jiee 37T0BEIIUMHU, TaK KaK UX 0X0Ta Oblna
npepBaHa. Bce onu noBepHyuck K Co [IxkyH Xo, He oOpalliasi BHUMaHUS Ha OPYTUX UTPOKOB. OHU
XOTeJIM CHavasa pa300paThCs C CaMbIM OeCIIOKONHEIM.

— Kpuk! CxBaTuB CBOe OpyxXKue, TUAEP CO BCEX CUIIBI METHYII Kombe B cepflle Co [IxKyH X0. IT0 OBIIIO
HaMHOT0 OBICTPee, YeM MOTJIH Obl OPOCUTH OONBIIMHCTBO UTPOKOB.

«CKOpPOCTBD, IPUIIEN U CHJIa KOIIhSI XOPOIIH... EnMHCTBeHHas mpobieMa — IeJTb. »

Co [IxxyH X0 He [BUTAJICS ¥ ME[JIEHHO TIOAHSI OOHY PYKY. [lepeq caMbIM yIapoM KOIbst OH
MOJIHUEHOCHO OIIYCTHJI PYKY, CJIOMaB OpPyKHUe.

'poxor!

['ma3a TeMHOro 31b¢a pacUIipUINCh, KOTOa OH YBUIEN, KakK ToMaeTcs ero opyxue. Co [IxyH Xo
BBIXBATHJI U3 BO3[IyXa OHY IIOJIOBUHY KOIIbSI ¥ BOH3UII €€ B TOPC CBOET0 ITPOTUBHUKA.

— Xopotee y Te0s KOTIbE.

— Kaakx... kaakx...! OH gaxe He MOT ObIIIATh.

Meu Co JIxxyH X0 BHCeJ Y Hero Ha 00Ky, KOT[Ia OH Ires1 Brepeq. TeMHble 31b()bl HHCTUHKTUBHO
CHeNanu 1ar Ha3aj, HalyraHHbIe ero CUJION U YBEePEHHOCTEIO.

— He 3a6n1BaiiTe 0 Hac!

— ITO0 MeCTb 3a HaIMX ToBapuilen, yomoaku! OcTaBIIMecs B XKUBBIX UTPOKU aTAKOBAIM OTKPHITHIE
CIIMHBI TEMHBIX 371b¢0B. BUTBa 3aKOHYMIACh HeoxkumaHHo, u Co [IxkyH Xo yOpasn Med B HOXKHHI.

— JIupep naptuu CoH?

— A, 370 4. YesoBeK, CTOSIBIINUY BIIEpPEOU OCTAJIbHBIX, BEXKJIMBO ITIOOHSAII PYKY.

— Kax BRITIAOAT Ballln HOTepI/I?

— ...Hammm 4nensl, KOTOpEIe ObIIM Ha CTPaxKe, MOTU0 M. MBI IPOCHYIUCH OT UX KPUKOB... ['yX, MBI



IPOCTO y6exKamu, IIOTOMY YTO OBITIU ellle TTOYCOHHBIE. MBI IOTEPSIIH ellle TPOUX YIEHOB KOMAHIHL.
Crnesa mpomiuiack, ¥ OH CUJIbHO IIPUKYCUJT HUKHIO TY0y 70 KpoBU. OH BBITJISIAE CEPAUTHIM.

Co [IxyH X0 mpeKpacHO IIOHUMAJI 3TH YyBCTBA. UyBCTBO BUHH 3a TO, UYTO OH HE CMOT CITaCTH CBOHUX
TOBAPHUINEH 110 KOMaHfIe, Telephb IPEeBPaTUIOCh B KAH/IAIEL.

Co [IxyH Xo 6e3 CJIOB ITOXJIOMAJI ero M0 IieYy. YCIOKOUBIINCEH, My2K4YMHA BHITED CJIE3H PYKABOM.

— ¢ He CKasa 9TOT0 pPaHbIIe, HO CIacubo, YTO IIOMOT HaM.

— HeT HE0OXOOUMOCTH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha nosnsHe nosABUIUCh Yxa MuH Y u octanbabie. OHU YBUAENH, YTO BCE KOHYEHO, U UX
JIAIA CTaIu MPAaYHBIMU.

— MzI omto3manu.

— Xad, xad... d 6exkana u30 Bcex CHJL... — Pa3oyapoBaHHO mpobopmoTana Co Mu Pa.

— Mp=1 ugem Ha BOCTOK, — oTBeTun1 Co JIxkyH Xo.

— Ha BoCTOK...? — cIipocun nupep mapTUmu.

— ITa. Mb1 cobupaeMcst OTIIPABUTHCST Ha BOCTOK, CIIACTH APYTHX UTPOKOB U MMOOXOTUTHCS Ha TEMHBIX
anbdoB. [IpuynHa ObIa mpocTa. TaM HaXomuiIcs OIIOT IieMeH: YepHoro Mxa. Eciiu BEI COTIaCHHI,
MBI MOK€EM BMeCTe YHUYTOXKHUTH Bpara. YTo THI CHelaelb?

OHU He MOTJIH faXKe Me4YTaTh O TOM, YTOOBI OTOMCTHUTH 3a CBOMX TOBAPHINEH, KOTa Y HUX 0CTaJIach
TOJIBKO TI0JI0BMHA OTPsifaa, HO Co [IxkyH X0 mpemiaran OTOMCTUTD 3a HUX BMecTe. Jlufep mapTun
chelan CBOM BHIOOD.

EMy He HyKHO ObIJI0O HUUero roBOpUTh. OH IBaXkKAbl CTYKHYJ ceOs KyJlaKOM B TPYOb, I1a3a ero OblIu
TIOJIHEL SAia.

— Xoportuo. [T Co [IxkyH X0 9TOr0 6BIJI0 JOCTAaTOYHO. — TOrHa Bel, pe6siTa, HOMKHLL UATH Ha CEBEP.



— Ha ceBep? M=l pa3pgensieMcs?

— Ia. Kak 651 6bicTpo HE aBurasncs Co [IKyH X0, OH He MOT OXBaTUTh BECh jiec. Tak BeIuK OBl
[Iukun nec.

— MHe HyXHHI JTIOOH, KOTOPEIE CTAHYT MOMMH PYKaMH ¥ HOraMu. EMy HyKHEI OBLTH JTIOMH, KOTOPHIE
OyoyT MPUKPHIBATH CEBEP U 3amajfl, II0Ka OH uaeT Ha BOCTOK. Co [IxXyH X0 IIaHUPOBAJ OTOATh 9Ty
POJIb CBOMM HOBOIIPHOOPETEHHBIM UT'POKAM.

Hakownell nupep napTuu 3aroBOPMI. — ...MEI oyTy4nin O0JIbIIyI0 TOMOIIL OT HOBOM 3Be31kl Kopewn.
OH NMOOHAN U3 IPSI3U CBOM YIIaBLIKUM IIJIEM, CHOBA Haflesl ero U KMBHYJ. — [109TOMy MBI MOC/IeyeM 3a
T000#. OTpsn «['omy6oro KuTa«» OTIPABUTCS Ha CEBEP.

Onu cranu nepsou pykou Co [JxyH Xo.

)%k

— Xadd... xadd...

Yet0BEK PYXHYI Ha JIECHYIO 3eMIi0. JKapkoe cosHile GUII0 CKBO3b epeBhsi. M3 ero pra uCXomu
3armax rapm.

«f He Mory... {1 He MOr'y UATHU Hablile, faxe eclid yMmpy...»

On Gexarn yxe oBa gHs. 0101 1 KaXk[a JOHMMAJIA eT0, ¥ ApoKalllie HOTH O0TKA3bIBAIUCh IBUTATHCS
Oanblie; OH OBIJT OTPABJIEH.

«JTH YepPTOBH TeMHEIE 37TbGbl. OHU HAHECTIH Sl Ha HAKOHEYHUKH CBOUX CTpeil.» OH MOgHSI
pyOalKy, IpoBepsisi, He IIOYePHeIa JIK MJI0OTh Ha ero 60Ky. CMepTh Oblna mMpsMo mnepen HuM. B ero
OTPaBJIEHHOM COCTOSIHUYM HEBO3MOXKHO OBIZI0O 000THATH BOJIKOIAKOB, KOTOPEIE ObLIM OBLICTPEI ¥ HMEJIH
OCTPHIU HIOX.

<<HpOKJ'IHTBe...>> Crne3sl Ha4YaIu IIPOJINBATHCA. EMy )3 CTpAIIHO.

Ero KoMaHfa cocTosina U3 UTPOKOB 28-T0 ypoBHS. Eciu Obl TeMHEBIE 37Tb(BI COBEPILUIIH JT000BYIO
araky cpefnb 6ena oHs, OH OBl He ITOCTpagar.

«OTHU TpSA3HBIE, IPOKJISATEIE MOHCTPHI! »

Ho Bpar Owin1 xuTep. OHK BOCIIO/IH30BaIMCh TEMHOTOM, YTOOH HAMacTh Ha UX Jlarepb HOUbI0. Ecu OB
He OBICTpas peakius ero CoHO3, BeCh UX OTPST ObUI Obl YHUYTOXKEH.



B 3TOT MOMEHT OH YCIIBIIIAaJI KPUKH BOJIKOB.

«41 He x0uy ymupaTh! fA CIUIIKOM MOJIOH, YTOOH yMUpaTh...» Ho y Hero He Obl10 cui yoexaTb. Cressl
TEKJIM I10 ero JIUIy, TaK KaK CMepTh npubnuxkanack. TpACyIIUMUCSA PyKaMy OH 3apsiguil IyJIio B
IIUCTOJIET.

«Ecnu MHe TIpupeTcst yMepeTh ceiyac...» Kak ropabiii uieH mapTtuu «bpaBo», ol 3a6epeT ¢ coboii
HECKOJIbKO II1aBOK.

Korpa o 3akaHY¥BaJs 3apskKaTh IaTPOH, U3 3aPOCJIer BEICKOYMII BOJIKOAAB U BI'PHI3CS EMY B JIEBYIO
pyKy. OH IOOHAJ NUCTOJIET B IPABOX PYKe U HaxKajl Ha KYpOK.

Bax! 3ByK BEICTpesia pa3Heccs 10 Jiecy.

«JTa!» T'ypx... BomuoHok ynasn. Ho Korga oH yxe cobupascs mpa3gHOBaTh, 3BYK AECSITKOB BOJIKOLABOB
3aCTaBUJI €ro Mo0IeqHeTh. YKYC, KOTOPHIM OH MOIYYUII, TOXKe OBIT I'TyOOKMUM.

Bor Tak g u yMDYy. Hapmexma IIOKKWHYJIAa €TI0, KaK 6YJITO OH OBITI IIOCJIEJHUM BBEIZKUBIIIKUM B IIOCJIIEJHEM
dKTe IIbECHI.

Ho Bonubu IICH cTanu 3By4aTh Bce 60jiee HEHCTOBO.

«4T10?» OH BBIBEPHYII III€10, IBITASCh MMOHATH, YTO MPOUCXOAUT. OH MOT CIIBILIATE JTIOJEN HeTlofaleKy.

— BricTpen OwIT OTCIOfA. ..

— BonkopaBkel THAMKUCh... MOXKeT 6BITB, 9TO TOT, KOT'O MBI HCKaAJIH...

— JomnXeH OBITE IIe-TO 30EeCh...

«JIrogu...!» Ero riasa pacliupuinuch, HO OH He MOT U3OaTh HU 3ByKa. OH peLIu BHIIYCTUTH ellle OTHY
IIyJII0 B BO3MOYX.

Bax! MrHOBeHUE CITyCTS I'YCThie KYCTHI OBITN CPYOJIEHbI, U MOSIBUIOCH 3HAKOMOE JIHIIO.

— 4 mamen ero! 3To oH! 3TO MakKHS HaIlley MapTUH!

— C-con09... Korga Myz4uHa yYBUOE JIUII0 CBOEH TKOOK MepTBOM COHO3, OH Haydasl PeIgaTh. —
[IMmeIr... Kak TelL.. d mymarn, TH yMep... Kxx...



— Kaxoro yepra 51 gonxeH Ovi1 yMepeTs? U... CoHO3 OBEPHYJICS, T4 Ha MPUOINKAIOIMIUXCS
mofieit. To OB 3BYK IIAr0B AECATKOB UTPOKOB. ET0 B3r/is ObUT MPUKOBaH K NUAEPY. — Thl OOMKEH
0y1aroapuTh €ro, a He MeHs.

— ITOT 4enoBeK... KT0...? 3T0o OB IEPBHIi pa3, KOrfa Xy03 BUAEN, KaK OOUH 4eJIOBEK BeJeT CTOJIBKO
Jrofel BHYTph Bpar.

— Hrpoxk Co [IxyH Xo. Ho CKOpoO /1100y HaYHYT Ha3bIBaTh €r0 10 IPO3BULLY.

— [IposBuie...? Urpoku ¢ 1-ro aTaxka MOT'yT €ro UMeTh?

— YV GOJBITUHCTBA UX HEeT, HO Yy BEIAAIOIINXCA UTPOKOB BPOOE HEro €CTh IIPEBOCXOOHBIE TUTYIIHL.

— Kaxk oHH ero Ha3BIBAIOT?

Bcero 3a mBa gHs non KoMaHpoBaHueM Co [IkyH Xo 6110 criaceHo 152 urpoka u youto 436 TeMHBIX
anmbdoB. UTpoKu, KOTOphIe OBITA HEIIOCPEICTBEHHBIMU CBUMIETEISIMU €T0 NOCTUKEHUM, CTaNlN
Ha3bIBaTh €ro APYTrUM HMEHEM.

— OH cmmacaeT COI3HUKOB U 00e3T1aBINBAET BparoB B CBOUX YEPHLBIX JOCIIEXaX.

YepHBIii PHILIAPE.
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