CTapefILHPIHa TetiMm nomaran, 4To JI2KOH OBIT OBI HallyI'aH 3TUM HCIIBITAHUEM, HO OH BEJI cebs Tak, Kak
6YJITO 9TO OBIZIO HUXKE ero JOCTOMHCTBaA.

Crapetimuta TeliM HaXxMypHIICs, YCaBIIaB coBa [[2koHa. OHU OBIIK MTOTHON MIPOTHUBOIIOI0KHOCTEIO
TOMY, YTO OH OXKHUAAJ.

-"[I2k0H, 51 3HAI0, YTO ThHI CHJIEH, HO Ype3MepHasi CaMOyBEPEHHOCTh IIPUBEIET TOIBKO K TBOEMY
nageHuio. KymbTuBaTOPHL 37T0BEIIETO ITYTH He IM0X0XKHY Ha Hac. OHU eXKeqHEeBHO y4aCTBYIOT B OUTBaX,
1 OOMHS [JIST HAX KaK HapKOTHK.

Iaxe 9TOT Ma/JIb4YMK, KOTOPHIHA He cTapiie Tebs, cpaxkascs u yOun 60blie JTII0Hed, 4eM Thl MOXKeITh
cebe mpeacTaBuTh. He CTOMT HEIOOIIEHWBATH €0, HHAYe TH IOTHOHEIIID. "

Crapeiimuta Te#M MOT CKa3aTh, YTO [[2KOH He BOCIPHHKUMAJ 9TO UCIIEITAHNE BCEPhEe3, U XOTeJ
IIPefoCTEPEYD €T0 OT TAKOTro OTHOIIeHUs. [Ipexae yeM CTapeinHa yCIelsl CKa3aTh ellle XOTh CJI0BO,
II>KOH BHICKOYHJI BIIepPe[ Ha apeHy C KOCOH! B pyKe.

CrapeimrHa TelM B3DOXHYJI ¥ MaxHYJI PyKou. CBeTOBOU 3KpaH 3aKphUICH, 3anepes [IKoHa U
OPYyroro Majab4yvKa BHYTPHU.

-"ManbuuKy obelianu cBoOOOY, eClii OH CMOXKeT yOUTh Te0sI, TO3TOMY OH CHie/laeT BCe, YTO B €0
cunax, 4To6nl youTs Te0s1. Byab ocTopoxkeH."

I>KOH MpU3eMIUICS B IBafALATH SPAaX OT MaJbYUKa U YCTABUJICS IIPSIMO Ha HEro. Bomoch ManbyuKa
OBLIM pacTPEIaHEl, a 10 BCeMy Teny OblIM pa3dMa3aHbl KPpoBb U Ipsi3b. OH OBLI IIO0X0K Ha 6€3M0MHOT0
HUIIET0, HO OT MaJbYMKa MCXOOUIIa 3JI0BEINas aypa, IpUaaBaBIias eMy TOBOJIbHO 310Beui Bum. Ero
KyIbTUBUPOBAHUE CPEOHEN CTAguU KOHIeHcaluu LIy rymernno oT CHIb, TOKa3kiBast, YTO OH OBLIT Ha
TIOpOTe MPOPHIBA B CIIEAYIOUIYIO CTALUIO.

HanuThle KPOBbIO I'Ia3a MajbyuKa CMOTPENH MpsIMo Ha [[2KOHa, KakK OyaTO OH ObLI MoObIYeH,
KOTOPYIO HYKHO OBIJI0 cozkpaTh. OH MOT CKa3aTh, 4To [[2KOH TOXKe HaxOoAuics B cpenuHHOM IlapcTBe
Koupencauuu 1y, u Ha ero juIle IOsIBUIAcCh yIeI0Ka, KOTHAa OH HAavall CMesiThCS.

-"[IKemxenxe, MPOIIIO MHOTO BPEMEHHU C TeX IOp, Kak s Koro-To youBa. f He MOT'y HOXKIaThCs,
KOT[a UCKYIIaloCh B TBOEU KPOBH, JXKemXKenxKe. Ml He TONBKO 3TO, HO 5 MOTY IIOKMHYTh 3TO IPOKJIITOE
MecCTO, eclii yObio Tebs, TaK YTO YMpH 3a MeHs."

ApeHa BHE3allHO HpH06pena CJIerKa CGpBIfI OBET, 1 MOIMHAA aypPa OKYyTaJld BCe 3TO. 9TO UCXOAUIIO OT
MaJlb4YHKa, U 3TO HAallOMHHIIO H}KOHY KO0€e-4TO, C 4eM OH CTaJIKMBaJICA pPaHbIIIe.

-"9T0 moxX0XKe Ha moMeH barpoBoro Afa, TOBKO MeHee BlledaTisiomne".

Manb4yuK SIBHO MCIIOIh30BaJl JOMEHHOE UCKYCCTBO, KOTOPOE PACIPOCTPAHUIIOCH ITO BCEH apeHe.



TouHO Tak ke, Kak Korga J[2KOH cpaxKarscs ¢ [I:keicoHOM ¥ [IuTaHOM, HOMEH Halle/IujICs Ha ero
KpOBb U pa3yM. OgHako 3Ta 0671acTh OblIa MeHee TTTy00Ko#, ueM 001acTh BarpoBoro Ana.

ITaxe [TomeH BarpoBoro Ana, GbupMeHHBI qoMeH CeKTH KpoBaBhixX [IbSIBOJIOB, HE CMOT CUILHO
IIOBJIUATH Ha HETO, I03TOMY 3TOT AOMEH IOBNIUSAJ Ha HETO ellle MeHbIIIe.
-"Xexexe, 9TO UCKYCCTBO MO€U CEKTHl. Tpeneliu nmepemo MHOR"

3akpuyasn Majab4uK, OsICTPO Gpocasich K [IKoHy. Ero joMeH fesnanu ero IpOTUBHUKOB HAMHOT'0
MenyieHHee B 0010, @ TaKXKe BIIUSIM Ha UX BOMIO ¥ Aymy. OH oxkupgas, 4To [[KOH IOYyBCTBYET TO XKe
camoe, 1 OPOCUIICS BIIEpeN C KaXKOoi KPOBH B I'Jla3ax.

Ero meu HampaBHIICS PSMO Ta [I2KOHA, IeNsiCh A CMePTEeNbHOTO yaapa.

I>KOH B3[[OXHYJI, SBHO pa304yapOBaHHBIM CBOMM MPOTUBHUKOM. OH C HeTEPIEHUEM XK[Ia/l XOpOoIle
OUTBHI, TaK KaK 9TO OBbIIT IEPBBIN pa3, KOT{la OH CEPhE3HO CPazKaJycCs C APYTUM KYJIbTHBATOPOM CO
BpeMeH KapMaHHOT0 IIapCTBa.

-"MoxeT OrITh, ecytu Obl THI ObUT B mo3mHEM IlapcTBe Kongercamuu i, 910 OB17T0 OB Becesno"
B3poxnyn [IKOH BCIIyX.

BrIpaxkeHue NUlla MalbyiKa CMEHUIIOCh THEBOM, KOTHa OH YCIIBIIIAJ 3TH CJIOBA, ¥ OH ITOMYAJICS K

IxxoHy emre 6eicTpee. Korma oH oKasascs mpsMo mepeq KOHOM, eT0 Med HallPaBHUIICS IIPSMO B €T0
TOPJIO.

Bricmiee 60eBoe UCKYCCTBO!

IIx0H GEICTPO B30PBAJICS BCEY MOLIBI0 BrIciIero 60eBoro MCKyCcCTBa.

ITaH!

B MraoBeHue oka [I2KOH HaHeC ymap, ¥ ero KyJjak BCTPETHUJICS C JIe3BHeM Meda KakK pa3 B TOT
MOMEHT, KOTla TOT cOOMpacs MPOH3uTh ero. Cuya ygapa Oblla OTPOMHOM, U T'/Ta3a MajbYuKa
PaCIIMPUITHACE, KOTTIa OH YBHUJIEII, YTO €r0 MeY BBITIETENT U3 €TI0 PYKH.

laxx!

[Tpexkme yeM MaJlbuMK yCIeJl CpearupoBaTh, [IKOH chefial 1ar Bliepef U MPOTIHYI pyKy. Ero pyka
CXBaTHJIa MaJlbu¥Ka 3a TOPJI0, ¥ OH ITOJIBECHII €T0 B BO3[yXE, KPEMKO CXKUMAas ero ropyio. Maab4yuk
130 BCEX CHJI ITHITAJICS BEIPBATHCS M3 XBATKHU [I2KOHA, HO C YOUBIEHWEeM 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO XBAaTKA
OKasasach CUJIbHEe, UeM OH cebe IpefCcTaBIsil.



9T0 OBINIO TaK, KakK OyATO ero fepxKala cTalbHas pyKa, HECTIOCOOHAsI CHBUHYTHCS C MeCTa Jaxke
cnerka. OH nuHan u 6un [I2kKOHa KyJlaKaM¥ B TPYMb, MIHITAsCh BHIPBAThCS, HO €70 PYKH U HOTH
OKPOBABUIIKCH U 00JIeNH, KaK OYOTO OH OUJI KyJTaKOM II0 CTaJIbHOM CTEHe.

-"Kak s1 yke roBopuJ, 3T0 Obis1 OBI X0opoIuii 60, eciu 661 TH Ob1T B To30eM LlapcTBe KonpeHcau
u. 2Kans."

Bapgoxuyn [1KO0H.

BuTBa SIBHO He yTONIXJIA €T0 XKeJlaHUS XOpOoIled OUTBHL.

II>KOH BHUMAaTeIbHO OCMOTPEJ MajibyuKa U C yIUBJIeHneM 00HapyKuJ, 4YTO faXKe B er0 HEIHEeIIHeM
3aTPYOHUTEIHHOM II0JIOKEHUH B €0 I'JIa3ax MOYTH He ObII0 cTpaxa. XoTs [[3KOH BCe ellle MOT BUETh
JIETKU OTTEHOK CTPaxa CMEePTH B BHIPaXKEHUH JIUIla MajibyiKa, OH ObIJT HAMHOTO CIIOKOWHEe, YeM
KTO-T00 Opyroii, Koro [I:KOH BU[IEN paHbIIe.

-"Hennoxo. Tsl He Oouibcs ymepeTs?"

CrokoiiHO crpocun [1k0H.

Manbyuk nocMoTpen Ha [[2KOHa SHOBUTHIMYU I'Ta3aMu. HeCMOTps Ha TO, YTO OH OBIJI BO BJIACTU
[I>KOHa, OH BCe ellle He YMOJISI.

"4l y>Ke cMupuicsa co CMEPTHIO, KOT[la MeHs IToliMaJsia Ballla IIPOKJIaTas cekra. [Ipocto yber MeHs."
XpHUIIJIO OTBETUJI MaJIb4YUK, IIBITAsICh TOBOPUTH CKBO3b KPENKYI0 XBAaTKy [[3KOHa Ha ero ropie.

[I3K0H CMOTpeJ Ha MaJibuy¥Ka, B TO BpeMs KaK B er0 I'0JIOBE 3peid Koe-KaKue uen. X0Ts OH JIETKO
no0enus ManbyuKa, OH MOT CKa3aTh, YTO OOJIBIINHCTBO KYJIbTUBATOPOB CpenHel cTapuu LlapcTsa

Korpgencauuu LIy yMpyT 0T pyK MasibyvKa. EMy IIpOCTO He 10BE3J10, YTO OH CTOJIKHYJICA C [[2KOHOM,
MHade eMy MOTJIO OBl OBITh JIy4IIIe.

-"THI He TaK yXK I10X. Mos Kaxaa OUTBH BCe ellle He YTO/IeHa, TaK 4To..."

II>KOH BHE3aIIHO COejall Iar BIIepen u ApOCTHO HIBRIPHYII MaJIbYMKaA, KaK Ms4. Manpunuk
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO €ro med 4YyTh He CJIIOMaJiaCb OT CUJIBI 6pOCKa.

Bywm!

Mab4uK CHJIBHO YIAPHUIICS O CTEHY apeHHl, B PE3y/IbTaTe Yero pa3fgasncs rpoMKui 3ByK. OH ymai Ha
3eMJTIO ¥ TIOTIHITANICS BCTATh.

CrapeimvHa TeliM yAUBIEHHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha [[3K0Ha, COBEPIIEHHO HEe 0XKHUas ero geuctsui. OH



B3[OXHYJ C 00ierdyeHueM, Koraa [I2KOH JIeTKo mo0enui Majab4yuKa, U XKaaj, Korfa TOT HaHeceT
cMepTenbHBEIY yaap. OmHAKO BhHIpakeHue ero aulla CMEeHUJI0Ch HelOBepUeM, KOTAa OH YCIBIIIa
crepyoiue cioBa [IXKoHa.

-"4 Oymy cpaxatbcsa 6e3 cBoel KOCHL. My Ha MeHs co BCel CBoel Cuiou."

BrIpaxkeHwue NTMlla MaJlbuiKa CMEHMIIOCHh Ha pacTepsiHHoe. OH He OB yBepeH, moueMy [IKOH [al eMy
elre OOWH IIAHC, HO OH BOCIIOJIb30BAJICS MTPEIOCTABIeHHON eMy BO3MOXKHOCTBIO M aTaKoBasl [I2KoHa
130 BCEX CHIL.

HeBeposiTHO MoITHAs aTaKa Meda, KPOBaBO-KPACHOTO IIBETA, BOH3UIIACh IPsiMo B JIxkoHa. Ero cumna
OblyTa HeBEPOSITHO BeNIMKA IS KyJIbTUBATOPA CpegHel cTaguu apcTBa KonmeHncarmu 1u.

[[Tupoxkas yneibKa MOSBUIACH Ha nuile [[?KOHA, KOTa OH HabIoman, Kak aTaka MpuOInKaeTcs K
HEMY.

-"BoT 9T0 yXke 0oJibllle 0X0XKe Ha mpaBay!"

Bywm!

Kyrnaka 1 aTaka Meyda CTOJIKHYJIOCh, ¥ He0OOJIbIIIOM B3PHIB PACIIPOCTPAHUIICS HapyXKYy.

B TeueHue crnenyoImxX HECKOIBKUX YaCOB B3PHIBEL HaYa/Ik OTHaBaThCS 9XOM 10 BCEMY II0I3EMEJIBIO.
CrapeiimrHa TelM CTOSITT B OIIIENIOMIIEHHOM MOT4YaHuY, Habmoaas, Kak J[I2KOH cpaXaeTcs C
MaJIb4YMKOM T'OJIBIMU PyKaMH.

He6ornbInas Tosma cTapeimut cobpanach, 4ToOb MOHAGIOAATh 32 UCTOYHUKOM I'POMKUX 3BYKOB,
TIOCKOJIBKY OHHU Pa3[aBajiuCh y2Ke JIOBOIBHO MaBHO. Bce OHU B OLIETIOMIIEHHOM MOTYaHUU
HaOmonanmy, Kak [[2KOH KeCTOKO n361BaJl MalbyiKa 37I0BEILIET0 MyTH B TeUeHHNE HECKOJIBKUX YacOoB
TIOJIPSII, SIBHO MCIIONIb3YSI er0 B KAYeCTBe MaHeKeHa [l TPEHUPOBOK.

II>KOH Me[IJIeHHO MOAOIIeN K MaJIbYuKYy, KOTOPHIU jexkaj Ha 3emye. OH OBbIJT BeCh B KPOBU U CHHSKAX,
y Hero OBIJIO CJIOMaHO HECKOJIBKO KocTel. Ero nuiio 66110 egBa y3HaBaeMo. OH MBITAJNICS IPEKPATUTh
60pb0y C [I:KOHOM U CHATHCS, HO OH y3HAJI, 4TO [I3KOH ClelaeT MOCIeICTBUS TaKUX NEeUCTBUM
OOBOJILHO 00JIe3HEHHBIMH.

TakuM 00pa30M, OH IPOIOIKAT CPpaxKaThCs ¢ [I)KOHOM B TeUeHHe HeCKOJIbKUX YacoB MOAPSI, enBa
yOEpXKUBASCh.

-"Cmacu6o0 3a Becernblit 60#. B Harpany s u36asmio Te0s1 OT cTpagaHui!"



Cka3san [IKOH, CTOSI HaJ HEIIOABHUKHBIM Ma/JIbuYMKOM. MaJlbUlK M30 BCEX CHJI IIBITAJICS IIPpOMU3HECTH
KaKHue-TO CJIOBa, HO He CMOT 3TOT'O COeJlaTh.

Bywm!

Kynaxk [I;k0Ha ymapuia BHU3 CO BCEH CHIIbI, ¥ OH pa3gpobun pedpa Manb4yuKa, BOH3UJICS IPSIMO B €r0
T'PYOb U BhIIEN U3 ciuHbL. OH yOpas Kylak ¥ HaOIrogan, Kak MOoC/IefHUe OCTATKU KU3HU IOKUIAI0T
TEJI0 MaJIbyuKa.

I:X0H B3MaxHYJl PYKOH, ¥ TeJ0 MajbyuKa Muc4ye3y0 u3 Buny. OH BEITED IOT €O J10a, ¥ Ha ero JIulle
TIOSIBUJIOCH IOBOJIbHOE BHIPaXKEHUeE.

-"9To melcTBUTENBHO OBIIO Beceno!"
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