[ peBHUN 3By4Yalllyil TOJIOC 3XOM OTO3BaJICA B yiIax [[KOHA, CJIOBHO pacKaT rpoMa IpsMO B €T0
co3HaHuu. OH MOCHENTHO PACIIUPHUIT CBOIO 6a3y KyIbTUBUPOBAHUS, YTOOBI CMBITh 3aTSIKHbBIE 3QHEKTH
roJioca, efiba CyMeB COXPaHUTh CBO€ CO3HaHUE.

VicTouHnKoM rojoca ObIJT MyK4YMHa, KOTOPHIM CUIeN Ha IPOTUBOIIOI0KHOM CTOPOHE OOIBIION
KOMHATHI, TOBEPHYBIIKUCH CIIUHOM K [I2KOHY U CTapeimuHe. Ha mony mepemg HUM CTOSIT GOIbIION
KOTeJI, Ha ero MOBePXHOCTH OBITA BHIPe3aHbl M3BICKAHHBIE CBETSINMECS PYHEL. Ype3BrIYaitHO MOIIHOE
TIJIaMs BBIPBAJIOCh U3 PYK MYKYHKHEI U 1100 B KOTEJI, OTYEro B KOMHATE CTajI0 JOBOIBHO KapKo.

OT KOTJ1a UCXOOUJI I'YCTOU JIEKapCTBEHHBINM apoMar.
-"Mmnepatop [Iuntons TaHOepnu, IpoLIy IPOIIeHus 3a BTOpXKEeHUe, HO MBI IIPUILIY CIofia 110

BaxXHOMY feny"

[TocmerHo 3aroBopun CTapeuInHa, COIPOBOXKOABIINM [[2KOHA, IBITAsICh MMOTaBUTh THEB
Taupgepnunna. CrapenmuHa psagoM ¢ [[:KOHOM HaXOOUJICS B IJapCTBe 3aKalKyu MepupanuaH, ¥ IO3TOMY
aypa HeGecnoit CkopOu, KOTOpas [aBuja BHU3, IOBNIKSIA U Ha HETO.

(TL.IT. Taumepnunn - [Tuntons 'poma)

-"BaxHoe meno? YTo MoxKeT OBITh HACTOJIBKO BaXKHBIM, YTOOBI ITPEPBATh MO aIXUMHUI0?"

[Tpopesen Tanmepnuwl. X BHe3amHoe MpepeIBaHUE HAPYIIHUIIO €T0 KOHIIEHTPAIINIO, 3aCTaBUB
IIOTEPSTh KOHTPOJIb Hafl CBOUM IIJIaMEHEM OT ITHJTIOTIb.

XoTs oH 6bICTp0 BOCCTAHOBHUIJI KOHTPOJIb U YCIIOKOHUJI CBO€ ITIaM4, HeOO0JIBINIOE TTOBLIIIIEHNE
TEMIIEPATYPHI, HaXKe Ha MTHOBEHHUE, ITIPUBETIO OBl K IMONMYYEHHUIO TTUTIOIIb 0oJlee HU3KOT0 KauecTBa.
TaHI[epHI/IJIJ'I HCIIOJIb30Ball HEHHBIE PECYPCHI HAa 3TOM Ce€aHCe aJIXMMHH, U II03TOMY OH OBLTT BHE cebs
OT APOCTHU MU3-3a TOI'0, YTO €TI0 CHJla YMEHBIINIIaCh.

-"Peub uget o ppykTe beccmepTHON KU3HEHHOU CUJIBL, K KOTOPOMY BBl HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs Ha3af
IIPOSBIIANIA UHTEpEC".

CrapeiimuHa OHICTPO 3aTOBOPHII, TIpexkae yeM ummnepaTop [Iumions TaHAepIUII caesan 4To-Hu0yab
B THEBE.

-"TInom 6eccMepPTHOM XKU3HEHHON CHUIIBI?"

TaHOEepIUII OTBETHUII C IIOJIHBIM LIOKOM.

OH HeMe[IJIEHHO BCTan ¥ mopolen K [IXoHy u CTapeHInrHe, OCTaBUB KOTEJT OCTHIBATh. MaTepualihl
BHYTPH KOTJIa Temepb OblId 6eCIIoie3Hbl, T0Ka3biBast, HACKOIbKO OOJIBINYI0 EHHOCTh OH IIpUaBal

GpyxTy.

II3X0H 0CMOTpeNl MyK4HiHY, KOTrfia TOT 00epHYyJICS. Y My>KYUHEI ObIJI0 0YEHb II0CTapeBllee JIULO, U
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OH OBbIJI IIOYTH Ha I'PaHu cMepTH. [IIMHHAS cefasi pacTpellaHHas 60pofia cBUcasa ¢ ero



JInIla, a cegbie BOJIOCHI Ha I'0JIOBE TOPYaJIkx BO BCE€ CTOPOHHEI. On 6BICTpO IIOOOIIENI K CTapeﬁH.IPIHe u
H}KOHy, 1 [I2KOH CMOT 3aMETUTh, YTO OH IIIeJI C BBIFHYTOfI CIHHOMH.

-'Tloxoxke, OH IIOYTH Ha I'paHu cMepTU. HTepecHO, CKOIbKO eMy N1eT? & OBl IPEeOIoIoKUII, YTO
OKOJIO JEeCsaTH ThICSY JIeT.'

Vimmepatop ITumtons Tanmepnun Obi1 sKkcnepToM 1o HebecHoit CKop6u, a axcnepTr! 1o HebGecHoM
Ckop6u UMeH IPONOIKUTEIbHOCTD XKU3HU MOYTH OECSTh ThHICSAY jieT. Korma Ky/IbTHBATOP IIPOXOIUIT
ucnbiTanre HebecHolt CkopOu, oH cOpackiBal CBOM CMEPTHHIE TeJla ¥ IIOgHUMAICS B 00Jiee BHICOKYIO
cdepy CyuecTBOBaHUS. DTO IIO3BOJIUIIO UX MTPOIOJIKUTEIILHOCTH XKU3HU CPa3y Ke YBEIUUYUTHCS B
IecsTh pa3 [0 CPAaBHEHUIO C KYJIbTUBATOPAMH 3aKajKu MepumgnaH.

-"Oa, [Tnog beccMepTHON KU3HEHHOU CHUJIB"

[TogrBepoun CrapeiirnHa, 3aCTaBUB I'Ta3a uMIepatopa I[1umons TaHgepnuina ele pas
pacmupuThCs B npenaBKymeHuu. OH OTHasl NpUKa3 HaWTH IJI0[ MHOTO AeCATUNIETAN Ha3al, HO HUKTO
TakK ¥ He cMOT ero HauTtu. OH IIOYTH IOTEPSJ HafiexKOy Korga-nubo HalTH ero 0 CETONHSIITHETO JHS.
-"4Tto HacueT 9TOro. THl HAIIEJI XOTb OOUH?"

Topomnnuso crpocun TaHAepIUI.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OH GBI CMOPILEH C BO3pacToM, TaHEPIUIII BCe elre Hec B cebe aypy,

nopobaroryio akcnepTy HebecHoit CkopOu. OgHaKo, yCibias 0 GpPyKTe, OH CTall TOX0XK Ha
B3BOJIHOBAHHOT'0 PebeHKa, TOTOBOTO IOIYYUTh OOAPOK.

-"4 9Toro He menan. OTOT MaJIbYMK €ro Halllesl. ¢ IpUBeNl ero Crfa, Kak TOJIbKO Y3HaJl, 4YTO OH Y
Hero."

[TocnemHo oTBeTun CTapeuIiHa.

I'maza Umnepatopa [Tuntons TaHmepnuana HeMeOJIeHHO METHYIUCH K [[2KOHY, KOTOPOTO OH 0 3TOT0
MOMEHTA IOJIHOCThIO UTHOPHUpPOoBas. OH 6eryo ocMoTpen [IKOHa U clerka MIPUIIONHSIT OpOBH,
YIOUBIISISCh TOMY, HACKOJIBKO HU3KUM ObII0 ero pa3BuTre. OH 0XKHUOAJ, YTO TOT, KTO CMOXKET HaWTH
nof, 6ymeT uMeTh 6oJiee BHICOKYIO KYJIbTHBAIIHIO.

-"OH y Tebs? [ait ero MHe"

Ckaszan [Ixony Mmnepatop [Tumntons TaHgepnu.

I>KOH HaXMyPUJICS, YCIbIlIaB cioBa TaHmepnuia. O4eBUAHO, OH IMPOCTO IIHITAJICS B3SITh 3TO, HUYETO
He JaBas B3aMeH.

Kak Mmnepatop [Iumtons, Tangepnuii Bcerga 3aHUMall BLICOKOE TI0JI0XKEeHKe, aXke 10 CPaBHEHUIO C
npyrumu skcneptamu HebecHoit CkopOu. TakuM 06pa3oM, OH IMIPUBHIK IIOJTy4aTh TO, YTO XOTEJ, KOTIa



X0TeJN, 0COOEHHO KOTr'Ja uMeJI Jejio C MOJIOOBIMUA YIE€HUKaMHU. BOnBIIMHCTBO Y4YE€HHKOB OaXKe He
OCMEJIMIUCE OB B3rJIAHYTh €My B I'Jla3a4, 0051Ch 06I/IJIGTB €ro.

Opuako [I:KOH He ObLJI TOX0XK Ha OOJIBIIMHCTBO YYEHUKOB.

-"Yero T xKpemb? OTHoan ero MHeE."

CHoBa 3aroBOpPUI TaHJIepHI/IJ'IJ'I, KaK 6YJITO OXHNIaHNe HECKOJIBKUX CEeKYH] OBITO OCKOp6HeHI/IeM.

-"Torpa 4TO 5 IONIy4y B3aMeH 3a 3Ty NMuiojio? f He maio ero tebe GecriaTHO."
[Tpsimo oTBeTun [IxkoH. TaHOepmuia odpaiancs ¢ HuM 0e3 BCIKOT0 YBaXKEHUS, ¥ TO3TOMY OH

OTIIIIQTUII EMY TE€M ZXKe.

['ma3a 6nuxkaiiniero CTapeHuIMHb PACIIMPUIKNCh, KOTHOA OH YCIIbIIIan OTBeT [I2KOHa, ¥ OH KakK pa3
cobuparcst ympeKHyTh ero, KOrjja MOIIHAs aypa CHOBA 3allo/IHKJIa KOMHATY. Aypa TaHmepnuiia
Havalla JaBUTh Ha [[2KOHA 110 Mepe TOTO0, KaK ero sipoCTh POCIa.

-"T®l CMeelllb TOBOPUTH CO MHOM TaK, a MaIb4yuK?"

TaHHepHI/IHH OTBETHUIJI Ha IIOBHIIIEHHBIX TOHAX, €I'0 JIMIO HAallOJIHUJIOCh THEBOM.

-"ThI IBITAEIIBCST OTPAOUTH MEHS, U 5 JOJXKeH Tebs Omarogaputh? 4 Tak He gymaro."
[TpoBopuyan [I:KOH CKBO3b CTUCHYTEIE 3yOHI, 60PSICH C maBsiiei Ha HETO aypox.

I'maza TaHgepnuina Cy3UIuCh, KOTOa OH MOCMOTPeN IpaMo Ha [IkoHa. C HUM HUKOITIa TakK He
oOpalranuch, 0COOEHHO CO CTOPOHHBI YyUeHHKa.

Ero rHeB HEMHOTO YTHUX, KOrga OH IIOIIBITAJICAd YPE30OHUTH II>xoHa.

-"Kak Hac4yeT 3TOTr0, eCju THl Jalllb MHe I1J10f beccMepTHOM XKU3HEHHOU CUH, 5 6ymy y Te0s B
pnonry"

3ametun TaHOepHIuI.
OpHako y Hero He OBIJI0O HaMepeHUs OTIIJIauMBaTh TAKOMY COIIJIIKY, KakK [[3KOH, ¥ OH TOBOPUII 9TO

TOJIBKO [IJISI TOTO, YTOOBI ITOIYYUTH IJI0M. XOTSI OH MOT B3SITh €ro cunoi, CeKkTa 3ampelnana Kpaxy
m060T0 pofia y Koro Ol TO HU OBLIO, ¥ OH He cOOMPAaJICs HapyllaTh ee IpaBua.

['ma3a [I:KOHa Cy3uuch, Korga oH ycrasuiics Ha UMmnepartopa [Iumtons Tanpepnuiia. BelpaxeHnue
€ero JIiIla pacciiabuiiock, KOrja OH OTBETHIL.

-"Xopo1110, 1 MOTY IPUHATE 3Ty CHEJIKY".



HeGosbiias yXMBIIKA TOSIBAIACH Ha jIuIle TaHOepIIuiia, HO OH OBICTPO momaBul ee. OmHAKO
cienmyromue caoBa [I2KOHa 3aCTaBUIIK BEIPAXKEHHE ero JIUIA CHOBA PE3K0O H3MEHHUTHCS.

-"U g 6yny oOHamUYKMBaTh 3Ty YCAYTY MpsMo ceridac. OpgosikeHre, 0 KOTOPOM S IIPOIIY Bac, - 3TO
3aIJIaTUTh MHE COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO IIeHY 3a 3TOT QPYKT."

OTBeTun IXKOH CIIOKOMHEBEIM TOHOM, IIOKA3BIBas, YTO €T0 He IIOKO0IeOIelb.

XO0TsI OH XOTeJI IIPEBPATHUTH IIJIOM B IIUIIONI0, YTOOH! YIIYyYLIUTh CBOE CAaMOCOBEPIIEHCTBOBAHKE, OH MOT
CKa3aTh, YTO IJIOH UMeJ IIePBOCTeIIeHHOe 3HaUYeHue s uMiepartopa ITumomns. ToT dhakT, 9To 3a
TIOCTIeHUE HECKOJIBKO NEeCATUIIETHH HUKOMY He YOaloCh HAWTH 3TOT PPYKT, moKa3as, 4yTo [IKOH B
TIPUHIIUIIE MOT Ha3BaTh CBOIO IIEHY 3@ 9TOT QPYKT.

CrapeilivHa, CTOABILINY B CTOPOHE, €[IBa MOT IIOBEPUTHL CBOUM yIiiaM. OH HUKOIa He BUell
yeJioBeKa C TaKUM MYyXKeCTBOM, Kak y [[?KOHa, ¥ faXe OH HauMHAJ yBaxaTh ero Oonbie. [Ipyrue
cTaplire Bcerfa Ijioxo o0pallaiuch ¢ HUM, ¥ BUIETh, KaK UX OIYCKAlOT HA CTYIeHbKY HUXKe, ObLIO0
[IOBOJIBHO OCBEXKAIOLIE.

-"Tel cCMeelIb UrpaTh CO MHOU B 9TH UTPHI?"
Taupgepnun pa3pasuics emle pa3. Y Hero ObUT QUKW HPaB, U Majielillee HeyBaXKeHUe BHIBOAUIIO €TI0

u3 cedsl.

I:X0H yCMeXHYIICS, TPoHokasi 60pPOThCS C gaBsined Ha Hero aypoi. OH Mor 6l UCITOIB30BATh CBOE
Briciiee 60eBoe UCKYCCTBO, YTOOHI JIerdye IPOTUBOCTOSTh MY, HO OH OBIJT yBepeH, YTO TOrAa
TaHmepIuI MPOCTO YBEIMUUT aBJIeHNUE ayphl.

TaHpmepnun He IBITaICSA HaBPeOuTh [[2KOHY, @ BMECTO 3TOT0 IIPOCTO 3allyTajl ero CBoel CUIOoN. ITO
cpabaThIBAJIO MOYTH KaXKABIH pa3, HO MPOTUB [I2KOHA TaKas TaKTHKa Oblna Oecrones3Ha.

-"XM, ST OCMEeNUIICS HalpPsIMYIO HalacTh Ha 3aMecTuTens nunepa CeKThl, moyemMy Obl MHE He TIOCMETh
CIIOPUTH C TOOOH?"

JI>KOH XOJIODHO OTBETHIL.

I'ma3a Taugepnuiia 3HAYUTEIbHO PACIIUPUIIKACE, IIPEXKAE YEM BEPHYTHCS K HOPMaIbHOMY
COCTOSTHHIO.

-"Ecnu OBl THI cHesan 3To, TH ObLT OBl y2ke MepTB. Kakoi# CMBICT ITaTh O TaKUX Bemax?"

Yrupekuyn TaHmepnuii.

OH IPOBOIHUII BCE CBOE BpeMs B 3TOM KOMHATE, TOTOBS IUJIIONU, U TI0O9TOMY €T0 He 3a00THUJI0 TO, UTO

TIPOMCXOMUIIO B OCTaIbHOM cekTe. TakuM 00pa3oM, OH elrle He CHIBIIIAN 0 TOM, 4TO [[?KOH Hamas Ha
3amecTtuTens nunepa CekTrl, HECMOTPS Ha TO, 4YTO 06 3TOM TOBOPUIM B CEKTE.



Opnako pmpyroi CTapeHinuHa B KOMHATE CIIHIIAT 00 9TOM COOBITHH.

-"910 OBLT TH?"

bnuxanmuii CTapeuiniHa 3aroBOPUJII BCIyX.

Bripaxenue nuija TaHOepnusia U3MeHUJIOCh, KOTa OH OCMOTpes Ha CTaperInHy, KOTOPBIU
TOJIBKO 4TO 3arosopul. Cyas 1o crnosaM CTapellInHbl, TaKOe JelCTBUTENIBHO UMeJI0 MEeCTO.
BrIpaxkeHue ero julia CTajIo CJIIOXKHBIM, KOI'Tla OH CHOBa IIOCMOTpEI Ha [I2KOoHa.

Ecnu Manb4yuk mepen HUM IeHCTBUTEIBHO COBEPINUT TaKOe, TO OH UMEJI IeJI0 C HACTOSIIIUM
cyMmactreqmuM. He TOMbKO 9T0, HO ¥ TOT GaKT, uTo Buile-nmuaep CeKTH He yOuIa ero cpasy, mokasar,
YTO OHA €ero HEMHOTO IIeHHIa.

Tanpepnunn o6paTun BHEMaHue Ha ofexnay [[:KoHa U y3Hall B Hel 1[BeTa BoerHoro 3ana. [TepBhlit
ron B Boernom 3are Ovln GecmpelieqeHTHLIM U ITpUfan elre 00Jbllle JOCTOBEPHOCTH ero uctopuu. He
TOJIBKO 3TO, HO ¥ TaHmepnuin OblT YOUBIIEH, YTO [I2KOH MOT TaK HOJITO COIIPOTHUBIISTLCS €0 aype,
Iaxe cjlerkKa He CIOMaBIIKMCh. OYEBUIHO, €r0 TalaHT ObIT HAMHOT'O BEIIIIE HOPMBI.

Taugepnuin B3OOXHYJ, KOTZla €ro aypa Hadaja uc4ye3arTh.

-"O4eBUAHO, YTO S UMeEI0 A0 ¢ cyMacmenmuM. CKaku MHe, 4ero THl Xo4elnb? Y He cMel NBITaThCs
BOCIIOJIL30BATbCSI MHOM"

Ckazan Tangepnumi [IKOHY.

I>K0H B3OXHYJI ¢ 00eryeHreM. X0Ts OH U CMOT ITPOTUBOCTOSTE AaBJIEHUIO, [JIs 9TOTO BCE Ke
10TpeboBauCh HEKOTOPHIE YCUIHSA. TeM He MeHee, OH OB pap yCIIbIIATh, YTO €T0 YIPSIMCTBO
rmobemuro.

-"¢ pag, YTO MBI CMOT/IM NIPUUTH K B3aUMOIIOHMMaHUI0"

OtBeTun [I3X0H.

Ero koMMeHTapuil CHOBa BhI3Bajl THEB TaHAEPNUIIIA, HO OH GBICTPO MOMABHII €T0, TaK KaK 3TO He
IPUHECTIO0 OBl eMYy 3[leCh HUKaKOM IOIb3HI.

I>KOH Ha4asl oyMaTh O IleHe, KOTOPYIO OH JOJIKEH 3alPOCHUTh.

-'OCHOBHIBasICh Ha €r0 BO3pacTe, IIPUPOLe IJIofA U ero CTPeMJIEHUY 3all0JIyYUTh ero, S CYUTAl0, YTO
IIUJTIONISE, KOTOPYIO OH IBITAETCS CO3[aTh, IPOIIUT €0 XKU3Hb, TI03BOJISSA €My XKUTh foblie. TakuMm
o0pa3oM, 3TOT GPYKT cerdac AJisg Hero caMoe BaxKHOe, U 5T YBePEeH, YTO OH 3aIUIaTHUT JII00YIO LIeHY,
YTOOBI 3aII0JTy4YUTh €ro.'



II>KOH Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aAyMaJiCd, IIpexne 4eM IIPUHATE PEIIeHNne.

-'C TakuM 2Ke yCIIeXoM s1 MOT OBl Ha4aTh C CyIep-lieHbl ¥ 3aCTaBUTh €T0 IepeiTu K 4eMy-To 0ojiee
pasymMHOMY. { He X04y 3[iech HeJOOIleHUBaTh ceb4.'

[Tnom BHE3AIMHO MOSIBUJICS B €T0 PYKaX, KOTHa OH IIBITAJICS MOMACTh B TOJI0BY TaHOepIua.
TaHmepnua TyT Xe IepeBes B3I/ Ha IIJIOM, U ero JIUI0 HAIlOJIHUIIOCh IpeaBKyeHrneM. OqHAKO OH
OBICTPO MIPHUIIIEST B HOPMY, He TBITasiCh T0Ka3aTh CBOETO PBEHUS.

IX0H IIPOYUCTHUII TOPJIO X 3aTOBOPHIL.

-"3a atoT nox beccMepTHOM XKM3HEHHOU CUJTBL 1 X04Y... MUJUIMOH KPUCTA/JIOB gyxa!"
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