Pukapguc, yBumeB, KaK BCe yCEUCh B KPYT, IIPUIIE K BEIBOAY, YTO CTOJIb IPOCTOPHAs KapeTa
TIOCTTyK1Jla TaliHOU Oa3oi OpaTheB JleBoHa, MicceproHa U ero. BXOOUTh U BBIXOAUTD 3aIMPELIEHO.
ToMBKO OHU MOTYT II0 CBOEMY XKeJIaHUI0 IOKUHYTh 3TO MECTO.

Munust YMHHO MOT49ajia HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, HO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa KapeTa Iipoexaja Yepes3 BpaTa
MMIIEPATOPCKOTO IBOPIIa, OHA BHOBh PA30MKHYJIa T'yOHL.

[3mech oueHDb X0OJIOOHO. |

PI/IKapI[I/IC IMOHAJI, YTO «30ECh», KOTOPOE OHA YIIOMsHYJIa, 03HA4YaJIO TIPEKPAaCHEIE 0eToCHEeKHEBIe
3aMku. OHAKO 10 Mepe HpI/IﬁJII/I}KeHI/IH JieTa, KOraa JINCThA OKPAIINBaAJINCh B 3eJIeHbIH, a COJIHIIEe
CTAHOBMJIOCH 3HOMHEIM, XO0JIO[, O KOTOPOM I'OBOpHJIa KEHINNHA, HE KOCHYJICA OBl PI/IKapJII/Ica.

[Ta, MaTymiKa.]

[CHer, BeUHO MOKPHIBAOIINY [TOYBY U JE€PEBbsI, ¥ IIPOMO3TJILIHM BETEP, KYCAIOIINI CBOMM XOJIOMOM...
3mech He yCIleelb U TJ1a30M MOPTHYTh, KaK OIyCKAeTCs IejleHa ThbMBI, 3-3a KOTOPOH U TaK
JKEeCTOKUM MOPO3 CTAaHOBUTCS CypoBee. ]

Pukapauc BHOBb IIOCMOTpPEIT B OKHO ¥ OKMHYJI B3TISIIOM BepeHuIy 6enbx 3aMKoB. OHH,
npubNIu3uBIIMECS K X KapeTe, CBepKaiu sipue coiHla. OHK OBIIM BOCXUTUTENbHBL. Ho Ipu cimoBax
Munuu BUJ ITOCTPOEK Hayall HallOMUHATh eMy 3UMHUM 0epe30BhIi J1eC, TOKPHITHIN HEXKHBIMU
XJIOTIbSIMU CHETa.

[B nmoboM ciy4yae He CTOUT 3a0bIBaTh, YTO celiyac 3uMa, Pukapmuc.]



[Ia, MmaTymiKa.]

[UTOGH! BEIKHUTE, Y HAaC HET HHOT'O BEIOOPA, KPOMe KaK IOKPHITh CBOE CEPAIe KIYIHM MOPO30M, a
nyury o0paMuTh IPOYHOM MeeHoH, nabkl Ta mpobupasia KOCTH X0JI0H0M CUJIbHEe JIE[STHOTO JIeca. |

Xomnopn. Cyposee. CrioBa Mumnuu 3aCTps/id B roj10Be PUKaparca, Kak 3aMep31IKi NHEX Ha BETBIX €JId.
Ona cobpara mofeit, 06HSB 3a cnuHy Pukapauca u McceproHa. YeThipe TOIOBH COTPUKOCHYITHCH. C
ycT Cetuctuu crneten cToH. Ee He nHTepecoBasa uxX AUCKyccus. Munusi, Habiomas 3a BCeMH,
COMKHYJIa BEKH.

[Pukapmuc. Bynet HenpocTto. Bynet 60nbHO0. Ho TH BRITepnuiib. Jltogu cnabbl, HO, faObl 3alUTUTD
HEYTO IIeHHOe, MOTYT CTaTh CUJIbHLIMU. ]

[TpousHocs 3T0, Mumus HeXKHO I'IafuIa 3aTEIOK Pukapauca u MccepruoHa. ManbYuK KUBHYIT
TOJIOBOH. Pamy cBOe¥ mparolieHHOM MIIafIlel CeCcTPH], KOTopas ellle He 3Hajla TPEBOT, OH IPE0J0JIeeT
BCE Iperpamhl... u60 cTpajaHus u PUKapauc HepasmeTuMEL.

BenocHexkHEIE 3aMKH ITPOMOIXKAIN TPUOINKATHCSI. MUK TPOMOJIBUIIA, YBUIEB OCIEIUTEILHOE
3peuIIe.

[Tl momkeH OBITH TEPIIETUBEIM U XKIaTh, PuKapmuc.]

Bynet 6ombHO. Ee croBa ctanu abcomoToM At Pukapauca. 9To OBIO He IPOCTO IPEATIONIoKeHHE, a
ITPOPOYECTBO, KOTOPOe cOymeTcs B rpsamymeM. M ero mHTEPECOBAJIO JIUIID TO, KaK [JOJIT0 TPOIINTCS
CTOJIb OIIpeneneHHo 0o1e3HeHHoe OyayImee.



[Kak monro?]

Munust ©30THYIa 6POBU U SCHO YIBIOHYIACh. PUKapauc BIepBLie Y3HAN, YTO YIRIOKa MOXKET
IIPEBPATUTLCSA B OCTPHIM, PaHAILINHM KUHXKa.

[Tocne 9TOTO KeHIUHA IIPO0JIKajia TOBOPUTH YTO-TO, HO PUKapauc yxe He cnyuian. [JoNXKHO OBITH,
TO OBITTM OECCMBICTIEHHBIE CI0BA, MaOBl YCIIOKOUTh MaJeHbKOT0 pebeHKa.

)%k

[To Bo3BpallleHUH [iefieraliy UMIIEPaTop IPosiBuil Oombiee Munocepaue. Kak o mor, Oyny4uu
poxuTeNneM, YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s CTOJIb CIIOKOWHO, €CIIM efiBa He YOUJI X CBOMMH pyKamu? OTell
MOJI2KEeH PafoBaThCS BO3BPAIIEHHI0 COOCTBEHHOTO CHIHA. ..

B HMIIEPAaTOPCKOM OBOPIiE HE OBIJIO HU eIuHOUN OyIIx, KTO OyMall OBl TaK Xe. JIrogu, 3HaBIIHE UX
HNCTOPHUIO, OOTadbIBAJIUCh, YTO €EJUHCTBEHHOE, ITI0YEeMY UMIIEPATOP MOT OBLITH pan BO3BPAIIEHUIO
gejieralny, - XKeJlaHue JOCTUYb 9ero-To 4epes3 3TO.

Y, KaK MHOTHE 0XKUMa/Iy, IPaBUTeNIb CTPaHbI OB JOBOJIEH IOJAPKOM. PUKapauc Bpy4YuI UMIIEPaToOpy
MaJIeHbKYI0 POCKOIIHYI0O KOPOOOUKY C HOKYMEHTOM, ITOATBEPKAAIOIIMM 3aK/TI0UeHNe COI03a MeXIy
Banroii u MnnaBenueli. Ho aTa 6ymaxkka He Oblna TJIaBHOM I[€TbI0 MYKYKHEI.



HIcTOYHUK MOIITHOTO OPYKUS, UCIONIb3yeMoe banTou 1 yrpoxamwiiee aBToputety UnnaBenun, -
Marudeckuy Kkpuctasi. [axe eile He 06QyMaB, 4YTO MOKO0HOE MOKET MIPUHECTH €My T0Jb3Y,
MMIIepaTop mpebhIBajl B BOCTOPTe: OOHO TOJIBKO CYIIECTBOBaHNE KPUCTAJI/IA IIO3BOJISIIO EMY C
HeTepIeHUeM XKaTh TpsaayIiel BoiHel. OH nobnarogapuinl Pukaparca, cka3aB eMy, UTO, TIOJTy4YuB
3TOT ITOAAPOK, N30aBUJICS OT BOJTHEHUH.

BHuMaHue apuCTOKpaTUYeCKOro Mupa IPpUKOBalIoch K Pukapaucy, nobuBiieMycst MHOXKeCTBa
ycIexoB Oarogapsi reHuaabHOMY TalaHTy. EMy ymanoch BEIKUTEL Ha TOH Tpore cMepTH. [Tocemy
BIIOJIHE IIOHSITHO, YTO, XOTh UMIIEPATOP U CUUTAJ DNIBIUANO TOTEeHINabHEIM IPEEMHUKOM, OH He
MOT He paccMaTpuBaTh Pukappuca Kak 0ojee IOAXOAAIIero KaHAuAaTa Ha 3Ty POJIb.

[TomuMo ouyeBHUAHOTO (haKTa, YTO CPeU Hapoja OH CHUCKAJl U3BECTHOCTh, a ero 60KeCTBeHHas CHUla
HaMHOT'O ITPEBOCXOOUT CUILY DJIBIUANO, Pa3Be PUKapAKCY, BEIKUBIIEMY B CMEDPTEIbHOM OUTBE, HE
6naroBosuT caM bor? Takas penuruo3HOCTh NPUCYINA UCKITIOYUTEIBHO UIaBEHCKOMY HapO[y.

[To aToM nmpruunHE KOIUYECTBO rocTel B 3aMKe JIYyHHOr0 KaMHS pe3Ko Bo3pocino. Korpa generauus
BO3BpaTUIach, IBOPSHE, UTO MOCeIIaiyd IPHUHIIa eMHOXKIL B T'OM, B 9TOT Pa3 IOYTHU He BLHIXOOUIU U3
IpreMHOM. Pukapauc cMor u30aBUTHCS OT TEX, KTO MeIIal eMy.

Teneps, Oymy4yu B COCTOSTHUM MCIIOJIb30BATh CBOM NOCTUXKEHMS U BIIACTh, HaOHI IepkKaTh JJIBIUINO B
y3me, Pukapmouc HeycTaHHO paboTasn Hap 6oiee BaxHOM 3agavueli. Ero prijaps, Po3enun PagkapTeum,
IIPOCHYJIAaCh TOIBKO Ha CIIeAYIOIINiA eHb IOCTIe TOro, KaK IMIPUHII TOKUHYI BuUcTy.

Teneps Po3enun Obla Ha ycTax y Bcex ABOPsiH. K cyacThio, cefiyac oToOpaTh 9Ty AaMy y IPHUHIA
HEeNpOoCTO.

[ToToMy-TO, TOHSB NOJIOKEHUE [ieJI, BCe IBITAIUCh ONO30PUTH ee ciiyxaMu. He mocTaHeTcs umM,
IBOpsSHAM, - He JOCTaHeTCs HUKOMY. M BOT poccKa3Hel Ipo Hee CTajo 0oJiblile pexkHero: «['0BOpST,
Po3enuH - meMoH, CIacIInui BTOPOTO MPUHIIA, VYUTHIBAS, KaK IOI03PUTEILHO JIETKO OHa mobenuna
ybuiii! A MoxkeT OvITh, ee mobena Ovlia mopcTpoeHa YepHou ayHOM!..»



— Kakag 4yIis.

Pukapauc paccmescs, IpOYUTaB BCe CITyXHu, cOOpaHHbBIE B IIPeIOCTaBIeHHOM oT4yeTe. ETo peakuus
Oblia TOHSATHOM. MUD He MOT BCephe3 BOCIPUHATE 3Ty «epyHAy». UMs Po3enuH ocTaBanoch
CJIMIIIKOM BECOMBIM, YTOOHI IPHUHA/IEXKATh YepHOH TyHE.

He3ri6eMElll aBTOPUTET CeMbU P3IKapTBUII CYIIECTBOBAJ C CAMOT0 Havasla IpaBIeHus
HUMIIEPATOPCKOTo pofa. CubHas, IpeJaHHas ¥ JOCTOMHAsS BHIIOJIHEHUS IIPUKA30B, OHA BHICTYIAjIa
OTJIMYHOU OXOTHUYLEN COOAKOH.

Vix 61130CTh K TPOHY IT03BOJIMIAa aPUCTOKPATHUU JIETKO HABECUTD HAa I0Yb TAKOW CEMbHU SPIIRIK
IMIMAOHKY. PuKapauc u 3a0aBisics aToMmy, u HeT. OH yKe JaBHO paccKa3aa Hapody O TOM, UTO
ITPOU30III0 MEXIY HUM U Po3enuH. Ero uCTOpus COCTOsIa U3 YTPUPOBAHHEIX (DaKTOB.

Pozenun PagkapTBui, camas IpefaHHas IOCIeI0BaTeIbHUIA, ¥ BTOPO IPUHI PUKapauc, pagymHo
TIPUHSIBIIUY ee, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO OHa «HeMoH». CuTyaIus Obljla II0X0Ka Ha CKa30YHHIA poMaH. 1
TOJITIa TIPUBETCTBOBAJIA €T0 Temyee, 4eM abCypaHbIe CITyXH, YTO OHa «yOuiiiia YepHoi nyHB». OT
3TOT'0 YIUBUTEJILHOTO CJIIOBOCOYETAHHUS TIofel 6pocasno B APOXKE.

TeMm He MeHee HEKOTOPHIE He CHABAIMCh U SIPOCTHO TpeOoBau MPOBEPUTh Po3enuH. ITo ObIHM He
TOJIBKO JIIOOU JIBIUAKNO, HO U ¢aHaTUKU MpuenaBxuma. [ToToMy BCcTpeda, KOTOpasi PELIuT ee Cyas0y,
COCTOHUTCS 4yepes3 2 mHS.

— Bare BrICO4YECTBO?



PI/IKapJZ[I/IC MEOJIEHHO IIPUOTKPHIITI BEKH. OH HeHagoIro 3agpeMall 3a CTOJIOM, TaK KadaK He MOT
HOPMAJIbHO BBICIIATHECA B TEHEHNE€ HECKOJIBKUX HEOeJIb. HCCGpI/IOH CTOSAJI PSAOOM U CMOTPEJI Ha HETO C
0eCIIOKONCTBOM. PI/IKapHI/IC KWHYJI B3rJidQ BOaJlb; Ha €ro Jinle BUOHEeJIaCh IPUATHOCTS, a B I''Ta3aX -
Cc4acCTbe OT YBHHGHHOfI HUIITIO3UN.

— Maryiika... 10sBUIacCh BO CHE...

Hccepuony HUUEro He 0CTaBaIoCh, KpOMe KaK yOUBJIEHHO MopraTsk. [locne cmeptu Munuu Pukappuc
HU pa3y He ynoMuHan o Hed. «OH pa3roBapuBaeT Bo CHe?..» MicceproH 3aBOIHOBAJICS, HO Pukapauc
IIPOCTO IIPO0JIKas 60OPO TOBOPUTS:

— KaxeTcs, 9T0 uaeanbHO IMIOAXOOUT OO HEIHEIIHIO CUTYyallHuIO. XM...

PI/IKapJII/IC TPOHYII IIEI0 U ITOKPYTHUIL TOJIOBOW, I[aﬁbl CHSATH HAIIPA2XKEHNEe C MBIIIIII. KOpOTKOG
OBU2KEHHE He IIPOU3BEJIO JOJIZKHOT' O S(I)Q)GKTB, HO TIOMOTJIO IOHOIIE XOTs OBl HpI/IfITPI B 9yBCTBa.

— ,HYMaIO, OHa IIPHIIIIIA, YTOOBI HAIIOMHUTh MHE: €CJIH 5 6YI[y MSATOK - MEHA COXDPYT C IIOTPOXaMH.

BrIpazkeHue NHIla ¥ HACTPOeHune PuKapauca, KOTOPHIH roBOpuII 0 Musuu, Bpoae He IOKa3bIBaIk
KaKYyI0-TO HeNpusi3Hb. icCeproH B3OXHYII ¢ 06JIeTYeHNEeM U OTBETHII C 60Jiee pacciabieHHbIM
YYBCTBOM, YeM PaHbIIIE:

— To4HO TaxK XKe, KaK KOPOJIEBY.



— 4 TONBKO YTO IPOCHYICA. YTO IPOUCXOAUT?

Pa3 McceproH, KOTOPHIH Gomblile Bcex 6€CIIOKOUTICS 0 peKUMe CHa IIPUHIA, Pa30yaus ero, 3HauuT,
BO3HUKIIKY BOTIPOC He MOT ObITH pelieH 6e3 ero BEICOYECTBaA.

— B 3ToM HeT HMYero 0coOEHHOTO...

[Mozamu VicceproHa CTOSI CTApPIIUH phILlaph JIEBOH U BRITISAEN 3alyTaHHBIM: «Pa3 s 3mech, merno
BaKHOe». PHMKapauc Halesn B3risgaoM JIeBoHA U ClieTKa YIBIOHYIC.

— JleBoH.

Tot COTHYII OTHO KOJIEHO U IIPUJIOZKUII KyJIaK K T'PyOu.

— HpI/IBeTCTBYIO €ro BLICOYECTBO - 0J1ar0CIOBIEHHOT'0 WUnnaBeHuu, 4TO IIPU3LBIBAET <<Beny10 HOYb».

— TBI XOpPOLIO TPYAUIICA.

JleBoH Obl MiTapmuM OpaToM McceproHa, HO CTApIIMM PHIIlapeM, Ka3aBIIMMCS B Ba pa3a BhIIIE U
KpYIIHEe CBOEr0 CTPOMHOI0 POACTBeHHUKA. ['1TaBHOU 3afjayell 4leHOB «benoi Houu» IBISII0Ch
compoBoXaeHue Pukapanca, HO JIeBOHY OPYYUIN APYTYIO0 MUCCHIO.



OH cdopMupoBan TalHylo IpyIny, KoTopas paboTasna 3a npefefiaMu 3aMKa U Cliefniia 3a OIaCHBIMU
mopbMu. [Topo#t JIeBOH U caM BMeIIMBaICs B uXx fenax. OH ObIJT CKOpee HaeMHUK UK yOuiila, ueM
phillapk. Ecnu ocTanbHBIE €r0 TOBapuIy u3 «bemol HoUM» - CBET, HO JIEBOH - UX HealbHas TEHb.

Pukapaucy He XOTeJ0Ch IOPy4YaTh eMy CTOJIb I'PSI3HBIE 3aflaHuUs, HO €T0 BEPHBIHM M HaoeXKHBIN CITyTa
OBLTT TOTOB BBIITOTHUTH JTI000H mprKa3. Y umenHo Onaromaps Po3enuH JIeBOH, COBCEM HeIaBHO
CTpafaBLIXii OT Oe3[Ie/Ibsi, HAKOHEI] 3aHSJICS JeJIOM.
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