— X591, TH B IOpSAKe?

Korpga oHa yxke coOupasnach MPUCTYIUTD K efie, JIenus oBepHYyJia TOJI0BY TyOa, OTKyHa NOHECCS
SICHBIU T'OJIOC.

9TO rOBOPHUJI CUMITATUYHBIHM CBETIIOBOJIOCHH MaibuuK. OH CUOeN PAOoM Cc Hel, Jlemued, u yasi0ancs:

— THI, MOMXKHO OBITH, IPHUIIET B CE0sT?

— ...9-9, 9-37?

— Tot He moMHUIIBL? 4 OB TEM, KTO criac Tebs... TH 9yTh He YTOHYIL.

— ...0x, 3M, cracu6o.

Jlenust HEJIOBKO paccMmesnach.

Pe6&HOK, KOTOPOMY BCETO JECATH JIET, MOT IIOXBACTAThCS MOTPSICAIOIIEN KPACOTOH.

Ho ero ronoc 651 HEMHOTO CTPAHHEIM.

B mo6oM cnydae, oH OBUT He TeM, ¢ KeM Jlenmus xoresna ObITh 6113K0#. OH - TTaBHEIN T'epoi
OPUTHHAIIbHOX MCTOPHUH.

— IIpocTo cmacu6o u Bce?

Ho Ob11 111 OH BCE BPEMSI TAKUM?

Ero 3Banmu Pomeo Pos6enn, ITpuni UMnepuu Po3benst.

B opuruHanbHON UCTOPUY OH OBIJT OMHKUM U3 TJIABHBIX T'€POEB Ha I10Jie OMTBHI, KOTOPBIM BEPHYIICS
nocJie no0ebl Hafl JPaKOHOM U BITIOOMIICS B TJIaBHYIO T€POMHIO C IIEPBOT0 B3TJIA/a.

OH OBLI OYeHb MHJIBIM M 9JIeTAaHTHEIM YEJI0BEKOM...

Jlenus CMOTpe€JIa Ha HeTo, He IIEBEJIACE.

— He npocTo cMOTpu Ha MeHs, a TOBOpH. Y Te0s1 BooO1Ie eCTh POT?



MUIBIA... 3JIETAHTHBIN?..

He gymato, 4To y HEro BooOIlle eCTh YTO-TO U3 3TOTO.

— ...Bonpmioe Tebe cnacubo.

Jlenus merKo mo370pOBaIache.

— ITa. Cnacu6o0? M Bce? Trl Bpome cka3as, uTo Tel Hacnepusiit [TpuHI? M BCcero Nuils IpocToe
"crmacu60"?

— ...Tebe uTo-HUOYOb OT MEHS HYKHO?

— KoneuHno. Korpia cBsSIlIIeHHUKY NPUAYT 3a MHOU BO BPeMSI MOJIUTBHI, CKaXKU UM, YTO S IIOILIEN B
TBOIO KOMHATy ¥ 3acHyn. OHU He NOIXKHE OyayT OyAUTH MEHS.

Hy, He 3Ha0, TOBEPAT I MHE, HO JIQ[IHO.

— IloHsi.

— BoT 4 npekpacHo.

PoMmeo yXMBUTBHYIICS U IPUHSJICS 3a ey, KOTOPYIO IPUHEC eMy Cciayra. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, TO, KaK OH
]I, BBITJISAMIENIO0 3JIeTaHTHO.

A He OyMalO, 4TO €TI0 JINYHOCTh HAaCTOJIBKO IIJIOXa.

BonpiinHCTBO COOPABIUXCS 37IeCh AeTel ObITM MPUMEPHO OOHOTO BO3PAcTa, B BO3PACTe OT AEBSITH [I0
omuHHaAuaTu neT. KoHeYHo, MHE CeMb JIeT U s IPUTBOPSIOCH JeCATUIIeTHEH, HO BCera ecTh [eTH,
KOTOPEIE PACTYT Me[IJIeHHEee, He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, HACKOJIBKO XOPOIIIO OHU efIsT.

K cuacThio, 30ech HOBOIPHO MHOTO MaJIeHbKUX OeTeH, 0X0XKuX Ha MeHs. KpoMe Toro, obuimanbHbII
"craryc" Jlenuu, [Tpuni Jleo, ¢ paHHEro Bo3pacTa CO3[aBaJll BlieyaTiieHue c1aboCcTy, I03TOMY HUKTO
€€ He T0I03peBall.

4 6yny MHOTO €CTh, YTOOBI BBIPACTHU CHUJIBHOM!

Camoe Jy4diiee B TOM, YTOOBI JKUTh 3[ECH, - 9TO €fIa.

[ToHSITHO, YTO OHA HE CMOXKET HOPMAJIbHO ITUTAThCS, KOTTla BEPHETCS Ha ponuny. [1o Mepe pa3BUTHS



POMaHa I/IMnepaTop N3MEHUTCA, U BCKOPE II0CJie TOTO, KaK OHa BepHéTCH HOMOﬁ, HO XHU3Hb Jlenuu He
N3MEHUTCHA.

PoMeo CHOBa 3aTOBOPHUII C Hel:

— ¥ Teb6st TOXKe ecTh Y30 Ha JTafOHU?

3melnHre feTH 3a0BIIM 0 CBOEM CTaTyCe B POJIHOM CTpaHe M BCe XKUJIU Kak fpy3bsi. KoHeuHO, 3TO0
OBLITO BEIHYKIEHO XpaMoM. [Ipaku ObITN 3aIpeIeHsl, ¥ OHU HOXKHEI ObITA 00IIAThCS APYT C APYTOM.

CBsIIIeHHUKY OYeHb XOPOIII0 3HAJK, KaK ORICTPO cOMu3uTh Aeteit. OHU enu BMecTe, 6eranu, UTpaiu B
pa3Hble UTPHL.

IeTu cTapalrch KaK MOXKHO OOJIBIIE JaAUTh OPYT C PYTOM, IIOTOMY YTO UM IPUXONUIOCH MOTHTHCS
BECH [IeHb, eC/u ObI X 3aCTYKa/IK 3@ CIIOPOM.

B 0CHOBHOM 3TO OBIIIM IETH, KOTOPHIE XOPOIIO YYUINCH XOPOIIUM MaHepaM, TakK YTO 0COObIX TpobieM
He BO3HUKIIO.

Ho nmouemy oH Takou arpeccuBHbin? [Ipexpae BCcero, To, Kak OH pa3roBapuBaeT...

— MHe mo60onbITeH Y30p Aypanuu. MoxXellb MHe T0Ka3aTh?

— ...Xoporro.

Jlenust pacKphbljla 1afloHb, YTOOBI ITOKa3aTh y30p. POMeo ObII0 MHTEPECHO CPABHUTH €T0 C Y30POM
CBOEH JIa[iOHH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT y BXofia B 00e[eHHBI} 3aJl CTasIo IIyMHO.

Korpga Bomién ogun pe0EHOK, I1a3a [eTel, CUIeBIINX 3a HEKOTOPEIMU CTOJIAMH, 00paTUIUCh K HEMY.

Pomeo mocMoTpen Tyfa u mpobopMoTai 4To-To cebe mmof HoC.

— OH MHe He HPaBUTCH.

— ...ITouemy?

YenoBek, KOTOPHIH He HpaBuics Pomeo, GBI 4e10BeKOM, KOTOPOro Jlenus 3Hana.



I'puddutr Hukesi, cameiii Monogoii [Tpunn Huketickoit UMnepun.

OH OBIJT OMHUM U3 JIUJEPOB I'PYIIILL, KOTOpas mobenusia ApakoHa U CTajla CUJIbHEHIIUME PHIIapSIMHU B
HUCTOPHUH.

OH ToXKe BII0OUIICS B TJIaBHYIO T€POHHIO.

OHa yKe roBopuia ¢ HUM paHbiie. OH OB XOJIOMHBIM, HO CIIOKOMHBIM ¥ aKKypaTHEIM PEOEHKOM.

Kpome Toro, oH Obll 0OYeHb KpacuB. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO OH OBIT MOJIOL, OH BCE eIlé MPHUBIIeKal
BHUMAaHUE OeTeu.

— U oH MHe Toxke He HpaBUTCS. OH XKaJIOK U TIIYII.

Pomeo ykasas B CTOPOHY KOHUMKOM II0A00POIKa.

TaM oueHb Me[ITIEHHO eJT MaJIeHbKUU CepeOpsSHOBOIOCHY PeOEHOK.

Ockap XpecBenr.

910 0H!

CepebpucThie BOJIOCH C KpacHBIMU I'Ta3amu. OHa He MOTJIa He Y3HaTh €ro.

Korpa oHa yBupgesna 3Toro MajaeHbKOr0 MajbuKKa, OHA TOYyBCTBOBasIa ce0sl cTpaHHO. B poMaHe OH
OBbLJT KPYITHEIM TTaPHEM.

Tak BOT KaK OH BHITJISIEN B IETCTBE...

Ceiiuac OH BHITJISIE] TAKUM YA3BHUMEIM, HO €My IIPEOCTOSAJIO CTATh I/IMHepaTOpOM, KOTOpOro
YHUTATEJIN I1032Ke Ha3BaJIh IICUXO0IIaTOM.

— Tebe HOEeCsTh JIeT, U Thl MEHBbIIIe MEHSI. 310 Xe HOPMaJIbHO.

YcnrimaB 310, JIenus moyyBcTBOBala 06IeryeHue.

— Ha...

Jlenust CHOBa MPOCJIeN¥Ia 3a B3rIIAoM PomMeo. IT0 GBI MaIbYUK C TEMHOM KOXKeH 1 HeIIOKOPHLIMHU



rina3aMu. Ero TMYHOCTD BHITTISAOENA TpH3HOfI, JazXKe KOrla OHa CMOTpPEJia Ha HEro.

Kanukc Ackapq.

[Inemsaunuk Mmnepartopa Mmnepun Ackapz.

U oH TOT, KTO IPUHOCUT CaMylo OOJIBIYI0 2KEPTBY IIOCNe YOUICTBa ApaKoHa. Bce nmogu, KOTOPHIX HE
n100uT PoMeo, OBLIM ITaBHBIMU F€POSMU KOMaHABI [10 YHUUTOXKEHHIO APaKOHa U TEMH, KTO BIIOOUIICS
OBl B I71aBHYI0 F€POUHIO.

Yro ¢ aTuM pe6eéHKoM? OH HIeT KOHKYPEHTOB TJIaBHOM TePOUHU?

Jlenus IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha Pomeo ¢ OPOXKalllyuM JIMIIOM.

[ToBepUT 1M OH, YTO T€ MaJbYUKH, KOTOPHIE, TI0 €T0 CJI0BaM, eMy He HpaBsATCS, B OyOyLIeM CTaHyT
IPY3bsIMHU U KTO OYIET eMYy I0POKE BCEX OCTATbHBIX?
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