B3pgox...

Kanukc cen u BHITAIIUII KMHXKATI, SaCTpHBI.HI/IfI B III€€ 3BEPA. Ero TPaBMHPOBaHHAaA JIOOBIZKKA BEI3BaJla
JINX0PaIKy II0 BCeMy TEIly. On PE3KO0 BEIJOXHYII, ITPOCTO YTOOBI JEP2KaTh I''ta3a OTKPEITEIMHU.

— Kanukc!

Jlenmus, cTOS B OllelIeHEHWHU, OTIOMHMIAch U Opocuiack K HeMy. ['pudduT TakkKe cpa3y Halllea paHbI
Kanuxkca.

— Ecnu 9T0 HACTOSIIUH... HACTOSIINHNH 3BePk... TH MOJIXKeH ObI CKa3aTh MHE, YTO OH HACTOSIIHM,
Mebumn!

— 4 xe ckasan Tebe, TPUAYPOK!

Tem BpemeHneM Jlenus mepxkana Kanukca 3a BOPOTHHK U COepzKKBala TO, UYTO XOTeJa CKa3aTh.
Kanukc cHoBa ObII Ha TPaHU MTOTEPU CO3HAHUS.

— I'puddurt, TBos pyka B mopsimke? Mbl DOJIKHEL BEPHYTHCS OBICTPO.

— Bce HopmanbHO. Ho ecnu s1 CBUCTHY paHblile, He IPUOyAyT 11 HOBOOPaHITHI?

— Her, onu cobepyTcs y BXofa B Topy. ATO CBUCTOK, KOTOPHIH 03Ha4aeT "coOepuTech Y BXofa B
ropy".

— ...TOT'Ia II0YEeMY ThI B34J1 3T0?

— §1 mymar, 4To Te, KTO 9TO CIJIAHKPOBAJI, KTO 3aCTABUJI MIOSBUTECS 3TOTO 3BEPSI, UCIYTAIOTCS U
y0exkar C HUM...

[Tpu 3TUX coBax Kamukc mMOBepHYII TONOBY ¥ YBUAET TEJIO 3BEPS.

Torga Teso 3Beps pacChIIajoCch U UCUE3TI0, Kak ecok. ['1a3a Kanukca OporHyu IIpu BUTE.

— Ha camowm perne... 3T0 GbIJIO TO-HACTOSIIEMY. MO¥ SISt XOTeJ yOUTh MEHS...

Camo yymoBwuile He Obl10 BONIIeOHEIM 00pa30M CO3[0aHo U3 IIeCcKa, HO HCUe3HOBEHHUE Tejla 3Beps
OBLJIO BEI3BAHO Maruei C UCIO0JIb30BaHUEM IIECKa.

Marus, ucnonb3yeMas TOJIBKO B CTpaHe NMyCTeIHYU, UMnepuu ACKanos.



— Kanukc, ycrokorcs. Eme...

Bamu pyku B mopsigke...

Ho s He Morma 3TOro cKkasarsk.

Jlenus IIPOT'JIOTHIIA 3TH CJIOBa, CHOBA BCTaJlla Ha KOJIEHU IIepe[n Kanukcom u IIPOTsAHYJIa €My CIINHY.

— 4 cpenaro aToO.

— Tr1 noBpepun pyky. Her.

Jlenust otBeprina cnosa ['puddura u mpusBana Kanmkca.

— Kanukc, BcTaBali ckopee. Hekorma xkmaTh, Kak paHblie. Y MeHSI KOHYATCS CHUJIBL.

— ...IIPOKJIATHE.

[TponuBas ropsiune ciae3bl, Kamukc CTUCHYN 3yObl ¥ BEIAEPKA PhITaHUS.

TeMm He MeHee, OH Me[IJIEHHO ITOJHSJICS U 110 COOCTBEHHOM BOJIe SaﬁpaHCH Ha CIIMHY Jlenuu.

Jlenus IIO4YyBCTBOBaAJIa 00J1b B XKHUBOTE, HO KPEIIKO JepzKaJjla HOT'H.

Tpoe cmabo Hayaay CIOyCK C TOPHL.

Kanukc monro cToHas Ha ciuHe Jlenuu.

ComHIe B30ILIJIO, ¥ CBET 3apu CHUMAIL.

— Ho nmouemy Tak cunbHO 60T ITpaBast JIofblKKa? PaHa creBa.

Crmyckasich 0 UCKPUBJIEHHOU rope, Kanukc nepecrai maakaTh.

Jlenuio IpoOH3UJIa COBECTD, ¥ OHA OblNa BHIHYKIEeHa IPU3HATHCS.



— MHe xanb. {1 coBepmun omuOKy, Korga cousn Tebs ¢ HOT ¥ TOHEC Ha CIIMHE.

— ...9TOT TIapeHb.

'pudduUT cTpaHHO MOCMOTPET Ha IBOUX U TYT XKe YIHIOHYIICS.

Bomb B pyKe OT yKyca 3BepS - 9T0 HOPMAJIbHO, HO 110 KaKOH-To mpu4uHe 6011 He OBINO.

9TOT MOMEHT I10 KaKOU-TO IIpU4YrHEe Ka3aJiICsd CHOM, JIOXKEIO.

"4 gyBCTBOBAJ Cebst CTPAHHO.

U I'puddut momymart, 4To 3TU ABOe Kal3auch 0ojlee CTPAHHBIMH.

)%k

Korga oHM mOYTH CIYCTHJIMCH C TOPH, HOBOOPAHIIbI, HAllle[lIne TPOUX, T00eXKasH C OlleIOMIEeHHBIMU
JIAIIAMH.

U Jlenus, Kanukc, I'puddur - Bce Tpoe TyT Ke MOTEPSNIA Co3HaHKUE, 60K 0 60K, KaK OyaTO OHU
rooberanu.

)%k

[TpocHyBIMCE, Jlenus: yBumena nepen co0oii gBa KpacHHIX ras. [10 3TUM Irma3aM TEK/IH CIE3HL...

— ...Ockap?

— Y&, a Tenepd BB IPOCHYINCH, KATUTaH?

— Tsl mpocHynCA?

Bckope Jlenus ycnbiiaia roinoc Pomeo. OHa Me[ijIeHHO cejla, HaMopiiuB 6poBu. OHa ornisigenacs.
910 OBINIO ITOXO0XKeE Ha IanaTy BHyTpHU xpaMa. OgHaKO KPOBaTH CJieBa U ClipaBa OBIIN IIYCTHI.

— Tl HaKOHeI] IPOCHYJICS, HACJIeOHbIN IIPUHILI.



[Topmormen CBsIIEHHUK, CTOSIBIINY C IPYToi CTOPOHE. OHa OblNla CBSAIIEHHUIIEH U UMeNla 0YeHb
CIIOKOHMHEIH T'0JIOC.

— A 4TO HacueT Apyrux?

— [lBoe OPYTUX yXKe IIPDOCHYIIUCE. BrITeUuBIIINCE, OHU Ha BpeMd IIOIIIK K CTapIIEeMy CBAIIEHHHUKY.

Jlenus mocMoTpesa Ha cBoe Teno. Koxka Ha ee XKUBOTe Ka3alach pa30pBAHHOM, HO OHA He
YyBCTBOBAJIa 60TM, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a LIETUTEIbHOM Maruu.

— ... pan. Ho... AX??!

Jlenus TAXKeno B3JOXHYJIAa X MMIKXPOKO OTKPEHIJIA I'/lda3d. Ha Helt OBIJIO MOHAIIIECKOE OflesTHUE.

ITO 03HAYaAJI0, YTO KTO-TO Imepeofmencs. Ee HuxkHee 6ebe, JOMKHO OBITh, OBITIO B I'PSI3H.

...KTo MeHua ell HUXXHee Oejipe?

* Oymato, MeHs moiimManu! MeHs yobeT uMmepaTop!

YBumes, 4to nuno Jlenuu MrHOBEHHO HCIIyTaJIOCh, KEHIMNHA-CBAIIEHHNIIA IIOKJIOHNUIIACh.

Osna npomenTtana Jleauu Ha yxo:

—4d mepeoneia Te0S ¥ TOJIBKO YBHIEJIa TBOIO OOEXKAOY. HukTo Gomblle He CMOTDPEIJI, KakK s Tebs
IepeopgeBajia, TakK 4TO, HO}KaHYﬁCTa, YCHOKOI;ICH.

Jlenus MoprHyna.

CBsIIeHHUK Ha BpeMsl IIPUJIOKUIT yKa3aTe/IbHBIN Iajell K ee ry0aM U OTIYCTUII. ITO ObLJT HeTJlaCHBIN
CUTHAJI, YTO OHa HUYero He CKaxer.

Jlenust CTIOTHYIA CITIOHY.

— Yto c To60oH, KanuTaH?



— KaxerTcs, oOH elrle He BBEI3AOPOBEIL.

— Her s B mopsagxke...

— O, u KcTaTwu...

3aTeM [OBepb pacraxHysach.

— Tol pocHyNCA?

IOBeps oTkpeinu Kanukc u 'puddut. BodamoxkHO, U3-3a TOTO, YTO OHM 00a HAXOOUIIUCH MIOf
UCLIeNIAIONINM 3aKIMHaHUeM, OHY Ka3a/IuCh COBEPIIEHHO 3N0POBEIMU. B wacTHOCTH, Jlenusa obpaTtuia
BHUMaHMe Ha pyku Kanukc.

4 Tak papa...

HeB03MOXKHO BBEIJIEUUTHCS JaxKe C ITOMOIIBIO IIeJTUTeIbHOM Maruu, eCcjiu pyKa Iope3aHa TakK CUJIbHO,
Kak 00 9TOM CKa3aHOo B poMaHe. K cuacThio, ero 1ogeikKa Obl/la IOYTH He ITOBPeXIeHa.

— Bce B nopsake...

Jlenus ¢ obnerdyeHneM mpobopMoTaa, ¥ ABOe MOAOIUIN C CEPbe3HBIM BhIpakKeHUEM JIUIIA.

Ipuddur ckazarn:

— Tebe ToXe cnenyeT BCTPETUTHCS CO CTAPIINM CBSIIEHHUKOM. MBI cobupaeMcsi 0puImaibHO
OMIPOTECTOBATh TOT BOIIPOC.

— ...4T0?

Jlenus B3rnsiHyna Ha ['puddura.

— Trt He coOupaembCst 3TOT0 AeaTh? Thl - HacIemHbIH MPUHI] Aypapuu. Mbl ¢ HUM 00a 4JIeHBI
KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMBbH.

Jlenus 3akoinebanacs.



HoBoOpa#ire! nmpuiiyiv 661 B SPOCTh, €Cliv ObI HAa BCTPede TOBOPUIN 0 KOHTpMepax. O TaKOM KPYITHOM
VHIMIEHTe HEMUHYEMO 0IXKHO OBIIO OBITH MOJ0KEHO Ha pofguHe, HO Jlenus 3Haa, KakoB OymeT
pe3ynbTaT. OHa IIOBEPHYJIACh K Kanukcy.

Y Kanukca ObIJI0 HEMHOT'O CBApPJIMBOE BHIPAXKEHUE JIMIla, HO OH He COOMPAJICS 9TOT0 IOKA3LIBATh.
Kanukc Toxke 3TO 3HaI - KaKoB OblI OBl pe3ynbTaT 06HapOgOBaHUs 3TOT0 Bompoca? Kaxkmas uMmnepus
COMAET C yMa.

"KoHeuno, MMnepaTopy Aypapuu Bce PaBHO.

B opurunane Kanukc notepsi pyky.

IeTu Kaxao¥ CTpaHbl, KOTOpPhIe Y3HaIM 00 9TOM, YBEJOMUIIM CBOIO CTPaHY, Ha4aaucCh OeCIopsIaKu, U
XpaM Hadan BMemuBaThca. OoHaKO XXKepTBa, pomgHasa cTpaHa Kanukca, UMnepus Ackapq,
MIOIBITAIaCh CKPBITh 3TOT GakT. MMmmepaTop Ackapym 00bsSBUI, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO €T0 IIJIEMSHHUK
IOTEPSTI PYKY:

— "Teneps HaIlM IAThH UMIEPHUH Pad0Ta0T BMECTE C XpaMOM, YTOOLI BEIPACTHUTh HALIIUX BOMHOB.
Koneuno, mymepasgupaloluyi THEB U leYab IPelIeCTBYIOT paHaM MOero IJIeMsSHHHUKa, HO cerdac
He BpeMs [Jig 3TOoro. MBI 3[eCh He [iJIs TOTO, YTOOH HallpaBIaTh MeUu APYT B Apyra."

[ToCKOIBKY MMIIEPATOP CTPAHBI, OTKYyda MPUOLIIa XKepTBa, TOBOPHUII TaK, OCTaJIbHbEIE UMIIEPUU He
MOTJIH TIPEANPUHSTh 0COOBIX mecTBUM. KoHeuHO, ObITM UMIIEPUH, KOTOPHIE TPOCUIN BEPHYTH IeTeH,
IIOTOMY 4TO OOJIbIIE HE MOTJIM UM JIOBEPSTh, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 3TO UMEJIO YCIIEX.

CBSIIIIEHHUK M3BUHUJICS HETIOCPENCTBEHHO Iepe[] UMIIepaTopaMy KaXkOod CTPaHb 32 3TOT UHIUIAEHT
1 oobe1an ynensTh 60ble BHUMaHUS B OyOyIIeM.

[TocKonbKy BCe OBITIO pellleHo, Y BcexX He OBIJI0 BEIOOPA, KpoMe KaK ObITh OCTOPOKHBIMH.

IelCTBUTENIBHO, C TEX IIOP XpaM OYeHb ycepaHo paboTast Haj 6€30IaCHOCTHIO IeTel.

A 410 HacueT Kanukca, KOTOPBEIY B 9TOU CUTyallu IIOTEPSII ONHY PYKY?

9TO HUKOTa He AOJIKHO IIpenaBaTbCAd OrjlaCKe.

910 OBINIO0 HEeoueBUAHO, HO Kanmukc Ob11 OB OMyCTOIIEeH. [0 TaKoi CTelleHy, YTO OH HUKOTAa OBl He
3axwurn. Kak ero orpyOneHHas pyka.



Omnako Kanukc He ucmyraics. BepHyBIIKMCh Ha POAUHY, OH OTKA3aJICS OT BIACTH UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM
CEeMbH ¥ CTaJl HAEMHUKOM. B KauecTBe KOpOJisi HAEMHUKOB OH MPUCOETUHUIICS K ['pynme YOuir
I pakoHOB U crenan 00N BKIIaM, Y4eM KTO-TU60 IPYTrou.

Kanukc 0p1 TaKUM 4eJioBeKOM. Uel0BeK C CUILHOM BOJM U yOeXKIeHu! 3a rpaHbio BOOOpaKeHus
Jlenun.

Ho certtuac...

OH pecsaTuneTHui pedEHOK.

YxKacHo gyMmaTh 0 00711, KOTOPYIO HcmbiTan 06l 10-neTHU Manbuuk. Ha 3TOT pa3 OH He MOTepsin
PYKY, HO Ha BCIO OCTaBIIIyIOCS KU3Hb y HEro Oy#eT Takas ke paHa. HeT, Ha 3TOT pa3 OH CEpLE3HO He
IIOCTpaja, Tak 4To MMmepaTop AcCKapa MOXKET BRICTYIIUThL O60jee Harjo.

Jlenmus xoTesna Kak-ToO IPeOoTBPATUTD 3TO.

Jlenus IIOCMOTPeEIIa B I''la3a Kamnukca, BEITTISIAS HECKOIIBKO O6€CHOKO€HHBIMI/I, " CIIpOCHJIa:

— Ipyrue pgetu 3HaOT 00 9TOM?

— ...HeT... He cenyac.

9T0 OBIIIO XOPOIIIO.

— Torpga maBaiiTe He aguM UM 3HaTh. f He X04y, 4YTOOH OHU 3HAH.

— Tl HE B cBOeM yMe?

— TeI ¢ yma cowen?

— Kanutas, Be ¢ yma counu?

— O, BB, IOMKHO OBITH, COIIIY C yMa, KallUTaH...

I‘I(%Tblp(-l‘ YyeJIoBeKa CKalasid TO ke caMoe, HO Jlenus Oblna HEIIPEKJIOHHA.



— 4 Bac YMOJIARO. Hep}KI/ITe 9TO B CEKpeETe.

— C kako# cTaTtu...?

— 9T0... 6ygeT 60IbIIMM COOBITHEM, €CITH MOM OTEll Y3HAET.

— Moii orter; oueHb 3a00TUTCS 000 MHe. HacKoJbKO TH 3a00THIIbCA? § I1e/10BaICst, OOHUMAJICS U
CIIaJ C HUM KaX[bl# meHb! Ho ecu OH y3HaeT, 4To 51 paHeH, OH IOTHUMET IITyM.

— ...TBl cyMacmepnmui. lenyems otia?? Tel ManWHBINA MaJIbYUK.

Kanukc 6b11 capkacTuyeH, HO Jlenust mpomoJIKuIa.

— [Ila, moxamyiicTa, epKUTe 3TO B cekpeTe. O, Moii O0Tell MOXKeT IiakaTh. Y Torga s Oyny maakaTh!
Moe cepaile 6ymeT pa3ouTo!
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