"¢ HUKOTIa He MOoJIXKHA MPUONIUKATHCS K IPYOy. S He yMpY, eCJId BCe PABHO IIPOMYIIY.

Bo Bpemsi mpebriBaHus B XpaMe Jlenmus Hay4uiach IjlaBaTh Y CBOUX APY3ei.

Korga oHa BCIIOMHUIIa TO BpeMsi, eCTECTBEHHO, Ha €e ry6ax IIOABUIIACH YJ'IBIGKa.

Kak cunpHO OHa MbeITanach He IMOMacThCA B JIOBYIIKY H3-3a TOr'0, 4YTO OHA KEHIIWHA. ITocne KyllaHUA
OHa B34JIa BC€ BEIlM CBOUX npy3e171, 3dBEPHYIIa UX B IIOJIOTEHId 1 BEPHYJIaCh B CBOIO KOMHATY.

9T0 ObIIO MPUSATHOE BOCTIOMUHaHMe. KpacuBoe 03epo Ha 3akKaTe, IPY3bs, KOTOPHE KPUYalIu U
TPOMKO CMESIJIUCH.

Iaxe 6nar0napﬂ MM OHa CMOTJIa ITPAKTH4YE€CKM OCBOUTE IIJIaBaHHE.

"He 3Hat0, Mope 39TO WK peKa, HO, II0 KpalHel Mepe, s He YTOHY B 03epe WU IPYOY.

BcmomHUB TO BpeMsi, OHa CTalla eIlle OoJibIre CKYy4aTh I10 OPY3bIM. Jlenmusi CO3HATENBHO
IepeKIIt049njia CBOX MEBEICJIM Ha YTO-TO OPYyToe.

"IloToMy 9TO CErOmHS YK€ MO3MHO... 3aBTPa IMONAY B XUKHUHY.

Jlenusa CMOTpPe€JIa Ha 3dKaT U3 OKHA U ITbITaJIaCh 130aBUTHCS OT OeIrrpeCcCun.

Crnepnytoiee yTpo.

Jlenus yMbLIach U IIepeofenach, Kak TOJIBKO OTKpPELIa I1a3a. M oHa BhllIa U3 6alIHu ¢ 60IBIION
CyMKOU Ha IlJIeye.

Ona HeMHOTr0 3a0/yiuiach, IOTOMY YTO He MOTJIa BCIIOMHUTb TOYHOE MECTOIOJIOKEHNE, HO el
yaanoch HAUTU XUXKHUHY.

IepeBsHHas XxUKKHa OblJla CTApOM, HO CTUJIBHOM. JIenus 0CTOPOKHO OTKPhI/Ia ABEPD U BOIIIJIA.

‘3pecsk uuine, yeM s gymaina. Mmmepatop [lepced, JomKHO ObITh, GBI 30€Ch.

IToxoxe, OH IIpHKa3all CIyraM CMaXHYTh IIBLJIb.

Jlenus cTana BHUMATENIbHO 3aTrIsAbIBATh BHYTPB, YTOORI HE OCTABIIATh CJIENOB.



BHYTpI/I MaJIEHBKOH KalOThI IMOBCIOAY OCTAaBaAJIOCh Ybe-TO NCKPEHHEE ITIPDUKOCHOBEHUE.

MarneHbKue paMbl 1151 KaPTUH C KPACUBLIMHU Ieii3akaMHy, BHIIIUTEIE BPYUHYI0 CKATePTU U MUJIEIE
yKpalleHus.

Bce oHM OBLTH CHENAaHb ¥ TPOHYTH Ju3abeT, KOTopas yMmepIa.

Jlenus Oblta 3aCTUTHYTA B CTPAHHOM HACTPOEHHUHU B 3TOM MECTeE.

IIo cux mop B ee NpefcTaBIeHnu dnu3abeT Oblia IUIIb IEPCOHAaKEeM PoMaHa.

Kaxk ObI OHa HHU rnepepoguiiaCk B 3TOM MHUPE, OHA BCe €Ile IIOMHUT CBOIO IIPEAbIAYIITYIO 2KNU3Hb.

OpHako, Korfa OHa BOIIIJIa B 9TO MaJeHbKOE U Y3K0€ IIPOCTPAHCTBO, €€ cepale CTPAaHHO 3aTPACIIOCE.

Osa e1e pa3 0CO3Haa, 4YTO e’ eCTh KOro Ha3blBaTh "MaMou".

Temneps, KOTZIa OHA IpUexasa Ciofa, e Ka3aiock, YTO OHA 3HAET, Ha 4TO OblyIa I0X0xka Ju3aber.

Iaxe B pacCcKa3e OHa Obl/la YeJIOBEKOM C TEIIJIBIM CEePALEeM M JOCTAaTOYHO JTI0O0BBIO, UTOOR!
3aXBaTUTh BCce cepie Ilepces.

Cepnue Jlenuu OBIIIO 3aIIOTHEHO IO Kpaes.

9T0 MeCTO OBIJIO TAKUM K€ TEIIIEIM U 6e3OH8.CHbIM, KaK B yTpoﬁe MaTepH, 4ero OHa He MOrI'Jia
BCIIOMHHTE.

"KakoBo 3T0 GBITH Ha PyKax CBOeH MaTepu?”

Jlenmus cHadana MpefcTaBuia, 4To Obl10 Obl, eciu Obl ee MaTh He yMepJa.

9nu3abeT, MOMKHO OBITH, 3allKINaia CBOUX AeTel 00JIbIe, YeM CBOIO KHU3Hb.

OHa, JOJIKHO OBITh, JII00KJIa ee BCeM CBOMM CEplieM U cfesiajia el Bce IpeKpacHoe B MUpe.

3T10ro OLLIO IOCTATOYHO.



Jlenust paccesiHHO CTOsI/Ia, TSNS B KaK0e-TO 6eCIOPSI0YHOe TPOCTPAHCTRO.
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TombKo Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMs Jlenus coo0pasuiia, YT0 OCTOPOKHO OTJISAEeNach.

" d mama ato!”

HIMeHHO 1ol IePeBSIHHBIM II0JIOM PSIOM C MaJIeHbKUM 00eeHHBIM CTOJIOM OHa Hallljla Maru4ecKu
3alIMIIEHHYI0 ey Ha Clly4all Ype3BelYalHbIX CUTYalui.

®rakoH Bpome ObI HUUETo He CcofepKajl, HO UMeJl 3TUKETKY CHapYXKH.

TaMm GbITIO HAITMCAHO, YTO 3TO 3a efla. JTA CTEK/ITHHAs OyTHUIKA, HAallOJTHEeHHAas TaMHCTBEHHOM
Mar¥eH, MOsIBUIach KaK aBapuitHas efa, KOTOPYI0 MOXKHO CheCTh B JTI060M MOMEHT, eC/ii ee pa30uTh.
910 OBINa CTEKJISTHHAs OyTHIIKA ¢ 0co00¥ Maruel, pa3paboTaHHON camoi Jmu3abeT. ITo OblIa
OTPOMHAs Marusi, KOTopasi MOTJIa COXPAHUTh CBEXKEIIPUTOTOBIIEHHYIO MUY HA CPOK MI0 CTa JIeT.

970 emre 6oee yOUBUTEIBHO, KOT/IA ST BUKY 9TO JIMYHO...

Ona Oblta fUKOM BoIeOHuUIEH 1 Mo0uIa n3006peTaTh pa3Ho0Opa3HbEe Marn4eCcKrue TOBaPH.

9T0 OBIIIO OMHUM U3 ee U300PEeTEHUN.

Jlenus mooXKuIa B CyMKY HECKOJIBKO CTEKJITHHBIX OYTHIJIOK, lazke He IPOBEPHUB, UTO 3TO 3a efa.

OTO IPOU3OIIIO TOTOMY, UTO Jlenus He Oblyla B CUTyal[My, KOTOa OHa He Morja ObITh pa300pYUBON U
TOBOPUTH O CBOMX CUMIATUSX U aHTUIIATUSIX.

4 papga.

9T0 6b1I0 M3-3a 00JIETYEHNUST, KOTOPOE OHA IOJIyYHsIa OT e[Ibl, HO 10 KaKOU-TO APYToi IPUYUHE OHA
3acMesinach. Moes 3akimodanachk B TOM, YTO KTO-TO MOT YTO-TO CKPHITh, CO3[aB IIPOCTPAHCTBO IO
[IePEBSHHEIM IT0JIOM, HO OHA XOTeJjIa IPUAATh 9TOMY CMBIC]I.

Eme Jlenust cripsiTajia 9YTO-TO BaXKHOE IO JEPEBSTHHBIM IT0JIOM MaJieHbKOM OamrHu. K c4acThio, MUIly
Onu3abeT HUKTO He Halllell CrpsiTaHHoU. He GbIT0 HUKAKUX MIPHU3HAKOB TOTO, YTO KTO-TO ITPHUKACATICS
K HEMY.



"Himmeparop Ilepcelt Toxke He 3HAET 3TOTO MECTa.

B pomane FOnmnaHa o0HapykKuja KOe-4TO O Maruy B 3TOM XUKKHE.

' Mi3HavaneHO 9Ty ey Hamia KOnuaHa, Ho...'

Jlenus pa303/uiiach, HO TYT Xe [10Kayaja I'0JIOBOM.

'V KOnuaHb €CTh MHOT'O e[Ibl, laXKe eC/IM y Hee HeT 9TUX OyThIoYeK. Hu4yero cTpaliHoro, eciu s ux
yKpamgy.

Osna Bce PaBHO TakK CKa3alla, IIOTOMY 4YTO y HEE OBLITH HpOGHeMH C BEIZKVBAHUEM.

Jlenmusi ocTaBUIa COMHEHUS TI03a0u U co0pasa CyMKy.

"Bo-mepBrix, s cobupaich 3apadaThBaTh Ha KU3Hb.

[Tomymarna oHa IOcje TOTO, KakK HakopMmuiia ce0s. OHa ImogyMasa, ecTh M 4TO-HUOyOb 6oree
TI0JIe3H0E, TI09TOMY CHOBA Hayasla OTJISIEBAThCS.

" [IommKHO OBITH YTO-TO...

Omna He 3Hana MogpoOHOCTEH, HO B 9TOM ucTopuu K)mraHa Halia 3[ech YT0-TO 0COOEHHOoe.
Wimnepatop Ilepcett yneibHyncs FOmuaHe, KoTopas XBacTajach, YTO Hallljla Kjaj. 3aTeM OH
BcriomuHaeT KOnuaHy, KoTopas Obljla TaKOW Ke NoOPOoM U KpacUBOM, KakK ero MoKoiHasg XKeHa, Kak
€ro Hacrosiias g04b.

“Tlo¥iny moMo¥ Ha CeTOmHS.

Jlenus BHIIINTA U3 XUKKUHEL HEIOBOJIbHASA, 0XKHUOAS, YTO KTO-HI/IGYI[B IIpuper.

"¢ BepHYCh Yepe3 HEeCKOIbKO JHEH U IIOCMOTPIO B HeM 00jiee BHUMATEIbHO.

Jlenus mocnemuna o6paTHO K OalllHe, HAafesCh, YTO ee HUKTO He MoWMaeT.

B Ty HOYb OHa HEMHOT O IIOIIJIaKaJia, Cb€B 3KCTPEHHYIO IMUIY, IPUTOTOBJIEHHYIO €€ MaTePEhIO.

9T0 OBIJIO TAaK BKYCHO, YTO OHa He MOTI'JIa COep2KaThk CBOUX CJIe3.
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9T0 OBIII0 HECKOJIBKO THEW CITYCTS.

Jlenusi MPOKpaaach B XUKKUHY U CIIPSTaIach 3a OOJIBIINM IePEeBOM.

"9to FOnuana...!”

HOTOMY YTO OHa Hallllla I‘OJ'II/IaHy BOaJIEKe.

Ecnu gecTHO, JIydiie OBIITO CIIPATATHCA, IIOTOMY YTO HUYEr'0 XOPOIIero He CIIy4YujioChb 6]31, ecyu OBl
OHHU BCTPETHUIIACH TUIIOM K JIUITY.

* 41 yBepeHa, 4To GpaThsi-0Mu3HEIH OYOyT BMECTe.

OHa He x0Tela, YTOOR OHM CHOBa T'OBOPHIM O Hel 110x0. OgHAaKo el OBII0 TPYOHO ClepXkKaTh
MHCTHUHKT JIIOOOIBITCTBA, BO3MOXKHO, IIOTOMY, YTO OHa Oblia elle MoJiofia. JIenusi BHUMATEIbHO
IIOCMOTpEJIa Yepes JepeBo.

— IlogHUMUTECH, IIPUHITECCA. XOPOIIo?

— Her, norimeMTe B LOeHTp. Bawm cTtaHet Jiy4d1ie, eClIi Bhl HageHeTe KPaCHuBOe€ IIJIaThe.

— Wnu noiiieMTe K MpuHIam?

Vnribatomuiics priaps nogse3 I0nuany Ha mieyve.

U ropuuuHas FOnuaHbl HEXKHO ee yTellana.

" JOMmXKHO OBITH, YTO-TO CITyUHIIOCH.

HOnuaHa, cupsias Ha mjiedax, BHTIISAesa JOBOJIBHO cMyToi. Kak OyaTo KTO-TO CEphe3HO paHeH.

— Bairre Benu4ecTBo - 9T0 yxe CIUIIKOM.... OH oTKa3ascs oT pyku FOmuauel. OH 6eccepmeydHbIi.

— Ia.

CnyxaHKa ¥ pritiaps yremanu KOmuany. Ho FOnmuana po6ko mpo6opmoTaia, HagyBas T'yOH:



— Her... Oren xopormuii 4enoBeK. EMy pocTo HEeyITHO...

Jlenmus cnyiana, Kak OHY IIJTU IO JIECHOM TPOIle, U MPUIYyPUIIach.

"Ax 51 Buxy. Celiyac TO BpeMsi?"

Hezaponro go uHUMAEHTa C KyKJIOW, B KOTOPOM uMIepaTop Ilepceil CTaHOBUTCSA MOJIHBIM AYPaKOM
[JIS1 CBOEY OOYEPHU IO CIOXKETY.

FOnuaHa meiTaeTcst coOpaThCs C MyXOM ¥ B3STh [lepces 3a pyKy, HO MONTy4aeT 0TKas3.

Kaxercs, cerogHs neHb TOTO HHITUIEHTA.

C aroro gHa OnuaHa BliafaeT B genpecculo, Korga cTout nepen [lepceeM, u Ilepceu mokymnaet ex
KYKJTy, YTOOLI YTELIUTE €e.

9T0 OBIIIO HE3AI0ITO [0 pPOoXOeHusa uMiiepaTopa, KOTOpBII;I CTaJl AyPpaKOM OJIsd CcBOeu Jo4depu.

"E#l ;oXHO OBITH OYeHb OOJIBHO...

- mopyMara Jlenusi, rsigsd Ha cnuHy KOnuaHBI, KOTOpas BRITISIAENa 0COOeHHO MOaBIeHHOM. PHIIaps,
HECIINH ee Ha IJIevax, U CyXKaHKa yTellaad ee U CTapasiiCh U30 BCEX CHUJI, HO MOHUKIINE IIeYn
HOnuaHbI 0TKA3bIBAIMCh BHITPSIMUTHCS.

B 6omee monomom Bo3pacTte FOmuaHa BRIPOCIa CO CBOMM OMOTOTHYECKUM OTILIOM, KOTOPHIH GBI
JKECTOKHM.

Ho ee otuum Ilepceit GbIT OPYTUM.

OH ObII PE30K, HO 10Op KO BCEM.

HOnas KOnuana nepBoi oOpamfaeTcs K HeMy. MoxeT, oHa 3Hasa 00 3ToM. Yto BHyTpu Ilepcest oueHb
riay0okas paHa. MoxeT, I03TOMY OHa XOTeJla iepXkKaTh ero 3a PyKy.

"Hy... TH yneIOHENIBCST YepPe3 HeCKOJIbKO JHeH. Tak 4To IOOHUMHU HacTpoeHue!

Jlenus yremana KOnuany, KoTopas OvlIa B clie3ax.

3aTeM OHa BEpPHYJIaCh B XUKUHY I10 02KUBJIEHHOU fopore. K coxaneHuto, B TOT AeHb Jlenusa He
noOpanach 0o XUKHUHBL. ITO IPOU3OIIIIO IIOTOMY, UTO OHa Hamna MMmneparopa [lepces, cTosIiero Ha



HEKOTOPOM PaCCTOAHHNHU IIepe[ XUKHAHOH.

‘[ToueMy ceromHst Bce TaK MHOTO XOOST?

Jlenus mpoBopuasa cama cebe.

Hmmnepatop Ilepcedi, moxoxe, OB B 04eHb IJIOXOM HacTpoeHuu. OH JOJITO CTOSII Iepen XUKUHOH, a
IIOTOM BOILIE]I BHYTPb.

"MozxeT OBITh, OH YYBCTBYET Ce0s1 BAHOBATEIM 3a TO, UTO MpUYHHUI 60716 FOmuane?”

Jlenmus xoTena cKa3aTh eMy, YTOOBI OH He XOUJI TyMla, @ CKOpee CXOAWUII B KyKOIbHBEIN Mara3uH, HO
OHa CHepKaiach.

"MHe CKOpO HyKHO YTO-TO HAWTH B XUKHHE...
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