- b-bnauk?
4 Ovina ymuBlieHa U 3aMKHYJIach B OTBET.
Ia, s1 3a0blyla — 5T MOrJ1a 00maThCs ¢ b1aHKOM IMOCPEICTBOM Yero-To Bpoje TellenaTHH.

Ilo sToro bnaHk HECKONIBKO pa3 pa3roBapuBajl CO MHOM 3TUM METOJOM, HO 3TO COBEPIIEHHO
BBIJIETEJIO Y MEHS U3 T'OJIOBHI, IIOTOMY YTO S PEAKO IlepefiaBajia eMy CBOX MBIC/IHM ITOOOOHEIM 06pa3oM.

9To mpaBfa, YTO IOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO yMaTh SICHOM TOJIOBOM, KOT/Ia MMaHUKYeIb. 2Kab, 94To g He
nopymaja 06 9TOM paHbIle.

BrnaHK, [OMKHO OBITH, TOXKE [I0 CUX ITOP He 3HaJI, YTO ero MbIC/IH OyAyT YCIIEeIIHO IepeiaHkl MHe. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 51 OblJTa BCET'O JIMIIb ITPU3PAKOM.

B mo6oM criy4ae, XOpOILIo, YTO Mbl CMOTJIM TakK mmoo0OmaThcsi. Kak TOJIBKO g IOHSTA, YTO 3TO
BO3MOZKHO - OTIIPABIISTE COOOIIEHUS IIOCPEICTBOM TeJIellaTUK, MHE CTaJIo JIerye.

4 ctucHysna 3y0OH ¥ Hayajla EMy OTBeYarTh.

[BrmaHK, TH KakK pa3 BoBpeMs. f TOIBKO YTO MOC/IemoBaia 3a Po3oi u...]
Ho bnask pe3ko mpepBaj MeHS.

[Tme Ter? Tol Bo gBOpue? Thl ¢ HaMu? HaM HYKHO BEPHYThCS B OalIHI0! ]

OOBIYHO OH TOBOPHUIT HEIPUHYKISHHBIM, H3BUJIMCTEHIM TOHOM, HO Ha 9TOT Pa3 OH TOBOPHJI YETKO U
OBICTPO. ITOTO OBIIO HOCTATOYHO, YTOOH MOHSTH, HACKOIBKO B3BOJIHOBAH BiiaHK.

Ho korpa s 060gyMEIBaia €ro CJIoBa, s He MOTJIa HUYEero IMOHSTh.
[ToueMy OH BeJjie]l MHE BEPHYThCS B OALIHIO? ITO HE UMEJIO CMEICIIA.

[Uem Gombllle BpeMeHH TH He B Tejle, TeM 00JIblile ucue3aeT TBos Oyiua! ENMHCTBeHHAs IPUYKHA, TI0
KOTOPO# Po3a ApTUYC yHanoch Tak [ONTO OCTABaThCs B XKMBHIX, 3aKJ/II0Yajaach B TOM, YTO OHA
HUKOT[a He Mmokupasa OalHo! |

Cnyas BraHka, s 4yBCTBOBaJIa, KaK My4duTeIbHasi 60/Ib CTAHOBUTCS BCE CUIbHEE ¥ CHIbHEe. Po3a
IEeNCTBUTEILHO MOXKeT YOUTh MEHS BOT TakK.

HecMmoTps Ha 3TO, 51 CHOBa 3acKpexeTasa 3y0aMu U OBUHYJIAck. MHE HYKHO OBIJIO OBITH KaK MOXKHO
onuxke K OalHe.

4 He MOTY yMepeTh 371€eCh.

MHe pUIIIOCH CeNlaTh BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOB HOOUTHCS ITOTO.

Oroiimst oT Po3kl, KOTOpas BCe ellle MPOKIIMHANa MeHs, 5 mobexara K OaIrHe.

[bnan, Po3a ApTuyc HaXOAUTCS Ha IIyCTOM IOJIsIHE nepef aBopioM! ToOUHOe MeCTONOJIOXKEHUE. .. ]

Ho B TOT caMEIli MOMEHT, KOTla MHE IIOUTH yoaJloCk CKa3aTh, I'O€ OHA, 5 yIlaJia B 06MOpOK.
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Tem BpeMeHeEM BepHEMCS K MepcH.

TTocne TOTO, KaK ee MpUKald K CTeHe, OHa W30 BCEX CHUJI MHITalach CHOBA BCTaTh. OHa BCIIOMHUIIA
UIITIO31I0, KOTOPYIo Bumena Po3a Aptuyc.

3aKIuHAHWE, KOTOPOE HaJloXkKula Ha Hee Mepcu, GbII0, B YACTHOCTH, 3aK/IMHAHUEM HIITIO3UH,
KOTOPOE TI0Ka3kIBaJI0 CaMbIY ITyO0KUM CTpax Leu. OTO ObIJI0 TaKXKe caMOe MOIITHOe 3aKJTMHAHUe,
KOTOpOe ObII0 B apceHane Mepcu.

Bce, uTo OHa cobupanach CHeaTh, 3TO Ha MCHOBEHUE OTJIYIINTh Po3y, 4TOOB OHA MOTJIA CXBATUTh
CYMKY TOH, ¥ 3TO OBbIJIO Pafid MOTy4YEeHUsT JOKA3aTeIbCTB TOTO, YTO OHA TEMHBIN Mar.

...Ho Mepcu He Morya He yOuBUTLCSA. UeloBEK, KOTOPOT'0 OHa YBUAENa B BOCIIOMUHAHUSX P0o3bI, OB
He TeM, KOT'0 OHa 0XHpana.

- OTO, HECOMHEHHO, 0BT MapKu3 JBHEH.
Mapkus, youtsiii Poctepary.

Mapku3 OBHEH ObITT Y4€JI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM OTYAsTHHO XOTeN cTaTh MaroM. OH Jaxe YCTPOUI alnTaph
YepHOU Maruu B CBOEM OCOOHSIKE.

W oH mosiBuiICS B 3aKIMHAHUY UITIO3KWH, KOTOPOE HaloxXuna Mepcu.

To ecTb 0H GBI UeTOBeKOM, KOToporo Po3a Aptuyc 60smack 60bIle BCETO.

- YT0, 4epT BO3bMH, IPOU3OIINIO B 3TOM MECTE?

Po3a ApTuyc 1 MapKu3 OBHEH.

9T0 GblsIa CBSI3b, 0 KOTOPOI OHA faXKe He IOf03PeBaa.

BornbHO, 4TO OHa He MOTrJIa HaMpPSIMYIO CIIPOCUTL MapKu3a OBHEHA, TOCKOJIbKY OH yXKe MEPTB.

Kak 6YI[TO HX IIOOBEPTIIX YNCTKE, BCE YJIEHEI €r0 CEMbU MCYE3JIN. He ocTtanock HUKOTO, Y KOro OHa
MoTJ1a OB CIIDOCUTH O MAaPKHU3E.

Ha maHHBI MOMEHT IIePBOOYEPEIHOM 3afayueli OBIJI0O OTUUTATHCS Iepen AnL0epToOM.
- [Toka 51 crnexuna 3a Po3oit Aptuyc, s oTpaBuia coobiienre Ero BenudecTBy, 4To S 3[ECh.

Mepcu mofHsIach Ha HOTH, U3]aB CTOH. ITocie Toro, Kak ee 0TOPOCHIIO K TBeP/Oi CTeHe, el
TI0KAa3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE KOCTH ee Tejla Kpudanu. BeTo maxke Takoe YyBCTBO, OYATO ee 3amscThe
pas3maBIeHo.

- Hamo moToponuThCst ¥ BEPHYTHCS BO JBOPETL...

B 3TOT MOMEHT TJ1aBHAs IBEPH OAlllHK paclaxHynack. Korma oBeps yapuiack 0 COCEIHION CTEHY,
CHUJIbHBIY 3BYK 3aCTaBU Mepcu MOMOPIIUTLCS. Ho Y4eroBeKoM, BOIIEOIINM B 3Ty OTKPHITYIO TBEPb,
o1 AnEOEPT.

- Bame BenmmuectBo? Yto Bl 3mech gesaerTe...

HepHH.UII/IBO PpacCTpellaHHBIE BOJIOCHI, CUJIBHO NCKAa2KE€HHO€ BEIPpaXKEHNE JINIIA.



Ho ceityac OblI0 He BaXKHO, KaK HEOIIPSTHO BRITTISIAEN ATbOepT.

B ero pykax yzacHO Bu3KaJ OeJlblli IpaKoH.

Bup ctpaparorero, n3BUBAIIET0Cs IpakKoHa OblT 3HAKOM. M 3710BeIuM.

U Mepcu, 1 Anp0epT 3HaIu, YTO 3TO 3HAYHUT.

I'paaaa!

BB1I0 0gHO-eMHCTBEHHOE SBJIEHNE, U3-3a KOTOPOTO OPaKOHYUK TakK KyTKO BA3Kall.
Korma ero cMepTh OblNla HEMUHYEMA.

- ...Ilpumino BpeMs ymMepeTh 3TOMy 0eJIoMy OpPaKkoHy?

Kpuky npakoH4MKa OBII COBEPIIEHHO HEOXUOAHHHIMU. Mepcu ocMoTpesia Ha BhIpaXkKeHue JTrlia
AnvbepTa, HanpsXKEHHOE.

OpHako OH ITOKauaJl T'OJIOBOH.

- Het, Bpems eltie monKHO ObITH. [Iyllla MOApPSAYNKa HAaXOOUTCS B 60jiee 0ITacHOM COCTOSIHMY, YEM OH
caM.

- ...HacTomnbKo, 4TO OH Tak IIader.

AnvbepT u Mepcu o6MeHsInuCh B3rnsgamMu. OHU BOBOeM OBICTPO BEICKOUMIIM U3 OAIllIHU U OBUHYIIUCH
1o HeOy.

- Mepcwu, Kyna Hanpasuiachk Poza Aptuyc?
[Ipu 3TOM BBIpaXKEHUE €€ JIhla IOTEMHEIO.

- {1 mpomry nporenus, cup. { He 3Ha0, Ky[a oHa nomta. [Tocie TOro, Kak s HaJIoXKuIa Ha Hee
3aKJIMHAHUE UIITI03UY, OHA SPOCTHO Hallajla Ha MeHs, U s Ha HEKOTOpOe BpeMs IIoTepsiia
CO3HAHUE...

- 41 3Hal0 rOe.

YcnriaB pasroBop BOKpyT ce0s1, biaHK ¢ TPygoM 3ar0BOPHIIL.

- 9-3T0 TO MeCTO, KyJa Mbl C BaMu TeJlenmopTUPOBAIUCh paHbIle, AbOepT.
- ...Torga TH CMOT YCIHIIIATh TO0C YOH-UH.

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, 4TO bnaHK cunpHO KOPYHUJIICA, OH KUBHYII.

[Toka BnaHK 130 BCEX CHUJI IIBITAJICS BRIHECTH BCIO 007b, ATEOEPT OOUH pa3 MOTIaguil APpaKOHYKUKa 110
rojyioBe. 3ateM Anb0epT YCKOPHUIT IIIar.

- Tl XOPOIIIO CIIPaBUJICS, IPAaKOHYUK.
Ero cnoBa GbliM COBEPIIEHHO HCKPEHHUMH.

BctpeBoxenHasa Mepcu cnpocuna biaHka.



- Bymet nmu mucc YoH-UH ToxkKe 4yBCTBOBaTh TaKyl0 CUIBbHYIO 00JIb?

- ...JlonoxuTeTbHEIM MOMEHTOM B 3TOM CUTyalliH ABJIAE€TCSA TO, YTO OHaA HE CMO2KET 4YyYyBCTBOBATH
HUKAKOH’ 60]'[1/1, ITOKa HaXOOUTCA B 3TOM COCTOSIHHHM OYIIN - €CJIK TOJIBKO 3TO HE 00711b CMEpPTH. 3TO0T
AOPAKOHYHUK CTpafgaeT OT TaKOW CUJIbHOMU 6OJ'II/I, IIOTOMY 4YTO CMEPTH HpI/I6J'[I/I}KaeTC${.

Kak 6yaTo Anp6epT mBUTANICS CO CKOPOCTEIO cBeTa. OHM MPUOLIIX Ha 3Ty MYCTYIO MOSHY B
KpaT4yaullive CPOKHU.

U Bckope OH CTONKHYCS ¢ Po30i ApTUyC, CUfEBIIEN B IIEHTPE Maru4ecKoro Kpyra.

PacdoxycupoBanHbie r1a3a Po3sl mocteneHHO oOpeTanu CBo¥ 1BeT. OCTOPOKHO IPUCEB TIEpe] Hel,
Anr0epT pacTsHyN r'yOl B HEKHOM, 00€CTIOKOEHHOH YITEIOKE.

- Yto GBI TH HU BUmena, Po3a, Tebe HyXKHO YCIOKOUThCS. TeGe He 00513aTeTbHO 3TOTO eaTh.

Hecmortps Ha paccnabneHHblil ToH AnbbepTa, OHa HUYEro He cKa3ana. Marmdeckuil KpyTr BOKpPYyT Hee
IIPOMOJIKAJl CBETUTHCS.

OH TOYHO 3HaJl, YTO 3TO.

9TOT Maru4ecKuil KPyr, MeplaBIlliiii CMEPTOHOCHBIM KPAaCHBIM OTTEHKOM, ObII Maru4yeCKUM KPyTroM
TEMHOT'0 Mara.

910 OBINIO HaloXKeHWe TaOyHPOBAHHOTO 3aKJIMHAHMUS, OCHOBAHHOTO Ha COOCTBEHHOM XKHU3HEHHOM Cuie
OyIIN 3aKJIMHATEeNsI, U OCTAHOBUTD €T0 ObIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO, €CJIU TOJIbKO 3aK/IMHATeNlb caMa He
IPEKPATUT TO, YTO JeJIaerT.

I'paaaa!

BriaHK, HaXONUBIINICS Ha pyKax y Anb0epTa, BCKPUKHYI ellle pas.
Ecnu AnbbepTy He ygacTcst yroBopuTh Po3y, u YoH-uH, u BiaHK yMpyT.
HTak, OH JOIXKEeH OCTaHOBUTH 3aK/IMHaHUEe Po3wl ApTHycC.

HemennenHo.
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