OcTasbHEIE IPUCYTCTBYIOIINE CPa3y Ke 3aMeTUIM Pe3Kue JBUKeHus crapiuero He u Habmomany,
KaK OH mpubnuzxkaetcs: K Xpamy CyurHocTtu [IpakoHa.

— C-crapmuit He?! — JIyn M13i0Hb U OCTaibHBIE OBLUIM IIOKUPOBAHKI €T'0 BHE3AITHHIM IIOSIBIIEHUEM U
IIOCIIEIIHO ITOKJIOHUIUCH EMY.

Opuaxko crapumui He, c10BHO He BuAs UX, He 00paTHl Ha HUX BHUMaHUS U ycTaBuics Ha Cso Xya
pacIMpeHHBIMU OT YAUBJIEHUA I'la3aMy. Kak Takas Mojofasi feBO4YKa MOrJjla U3/aydaTh aypy
OYXOBHOT'O KOPOJIS?

3aTeM OH CLEMUJI PYKU U YUYTUBO MOKIoHUNCS Cso Xya:

— YT0 TaKOU YeJloBeK, Kak BHI, fleJlaeT 3[ieCh, TOBAPUIL faoc? Y eciu B He Bo3paxKaeTe, s CIIPOILY,
OTKy[ia BHI?

Bokpyr Bollapuiach MEPTBas TUINMHA. Bce Habmogany, Kak ctapiui He omycTui ronoBy u o01ancs
C MaJleHbKOM IEBOYKOM, KaK C PaBHOM, YEM CHUJIbHO IIOKHPOBAIl UX.

HukTO Y3 IpUCYTCTBYIOMIKX HE MOT MOHATH CUTyaluio. [louemy crapmuid He, mocaHHUK C JyXOBHBIX
HeOec, BEN cebs TaK YBaXKUTEJIHLHO IO OTHOIIEHUIO K 3TOM MaJleHbKOH feBouke? OnHaKO elne 6osee
IMIOKUPYIOMUM OBIIO TO, KakK cTapmuii He oOpaTuics K meBodke... [laoc, YTO 03HA4aso, YTO OHU OBbIIIN
B OIIpefeIeHHOU CTeIleH! Ha PaBHBEIX.

— IIpuuuHa npe6riBanus 3neck Csi0 Xya Tebs He KacaeTcsl, — CKa3aja eMy CIIOKOMHBIM rojiocoM Csi0
Xya, OTBET KOTOPOU IIOTPSC CepALia BCEX IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.

Kak oHa MOXKeT OTHOCHUTBCS K CTapumeMy He ¢ Takum HGYBa}KeHI/IeM?! Ona 3daCIIyXKHBA€T CMEPTH, U
9TO emé MaJo CKa3aHo!

Ha nutie ctapmiero He mosBunach xKE€cTkas ynbpiOKa, KOTfla OH yCIIbIIIal npeHe0pekuTeIbHbIe CII0Ba
Csio Xya, HO OH He pacCephusics, a, HallPOTUB, CHeial BUM, UYTO HUYETo He MPOU30III0, X CKa3al:

— Torpma mo3BoIbTE MHE 3afaTh BaM €lllé OOUH BOmpoc. Kak Bbl, IyXOBHBIM KOPOJIb, CITyCTUJIUACH
cioma? be3 pa3pemenust ceMby 1[31 Hemb3s MyTEIIECTBOBATh Ha HUXKHUE Hebeca, ¥, HACKOJIBKO S
3Hao, 5 OBUT eAMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO MOJIYYUII pa3pelleHne CIIyCTUTLCS CIofa 3a IOCIeHION THCAUY
neT.

«JlyXOBHBIA KOpPOJIb?! OTa meBodka?!»

YcnbimaB cimoBa cTapiuero He, 3puTtenu Obly MOTPSICEHHL 00 TyOuHb Oymmu. Kak Morjia MaieHbKast
IeBOYKa, KOTOPOi Ha BUJ ObIIIO OKOJIO ECSTH JIeT, OBITh JYXOBHBIM KOpPONEM? [laxke ecnu OBl OHa
IPHUHSIA KaKyl0-TO IHJII0NI0, K3MEHSIOIIYI0 BHEIIHOCTh, OHAa He MOTJIa Obl TaK PafguKaabHO U3MEHUTD
CBOM 00JIHK!



OmHako, HECMOTpS Ha Bompock ctapiiero He, Csio Xya mokadasa TOJIOBOH, TOX0Ke, TBEPHO PEIIUB
XPAHUTh MOJTYAHHUE.

— XM... — ctapuui He cy3un rnasa, cMoTps Ha Cs0 Xya IIOGO3PUTEIbHBEIM B3TJISIIOM.

OH OBITT AYXOBHBIM KOPOJIEM TOJIBKO IIEPBOT0 YPOBHS, B TO BpeMs Kak Csio Xya Oblla Ha TPEThEM
YPOBHE, 103TOMY Oblnia 00JIbIIast BEPOSITHOCTD, UTO OH HE CMOXKET IMOOeOUTh €€, eCIU UM IPUAETCS
cpaxartbcsi. Kpome TOTo, KaK IyXOBHBIM KOPOJIb, IPUINEAIINii C BepXHUX Hebec, ctapumi He umen
Psf OTpaHUYEHHU, HAaJIOJKEHHBIX Ha HETO, ¥ He MOT BBI3BaTh CJIMIIKOM MHOTO HEIPUATHOCTEN Ha
HUXKHUX HeOecax, nHade OH OyfeT HaKa3aH HeOecaMu.

«3JTa MaJleHbKas feBoYKa... [[0X0Xke, OHa He UCIO0Ib3yeT HUKAKUX COKPOBHUII], YTOOR U3MEHUTH CBOIO
BHEIIIHOCTE... [IyXOBHBIM KOPOJIb B TAKOM IOHOM BO3pacTe, a S MOHATHUS He UMel0, KTO OHa...
Bo3MozkHO, OHa MPHUIIIa U3 MECTa eIlé BHIIIE, YeM OyXOBHEIE HeOeca?..» — Teno crapuero He
3ap0oKajo OT MbIc/H, 4To Cs10 Xya MoxKeT OhITh M3 MeCTa [axKe BHIIIE, Y4eM JyXOBHEIE Hebeca!

«Ecnu 9TO IelHCTBUTENBHO TaK, TO HECMOTPS HU Ha 4TO, 5T He BIpaBe e€ obumeTh!» — crapmmii He
riay00KO B3[OXHYJI, IpeXK/e YeM CHOBa 3aTOBOPUTE:

— 41 mpouty npoIeHus, eCciIy Moé T060NEITCTBO TOOECIIOKOUTIO Bac, faoc. Eciu BH He XKejaeTe
0TBeYarTh, 51 He Oyly HAaCTauBaTh.

Korpga crapmuii He yxke cobupascs yXoguTh, ero B3TJISA IMOACO3HaTeNNbHO yan Ha K0aHs, KOTOphIT
CTOs1 IpsAMO psifoM ¢ Cs0 Xya.

«JlyxoBHBI MacTep? [TogoxauTe-Ka... 4 4yBCTBYIO Ha HEM KeTOH! 3HAYUT JIU 3TO, YTO OH y4aCTByeT
B MucTrdeckoM LapcTBe... EMy MeHblIle TpUALIATH JIeT?!»

Crapmuit He Obl1 cunbHO yOUBIEH, 00HAPYKUB TaKOM OrPOMHBIN TaJlaHT Ha HUXKHUX Hebecax, U ero
IpeBKylleHre 0T MUCTHYeCKOro [[apCTBa 3HaYUTENIEHO BO3POCIIO.

Xots cTapimuit He X0Ten ocTaTbCs TaM elrlé Ha HEMHOTO, YTOOH TOroBopuTh ¢ FOaHeM, OH He cMen
3afepKUBATHCS CIUIIKOM IONT0 U3-3a MpUcyTcTBUs Cs0 Xya!

[Tocne Toro, KaK crapmuil He IOKUHYI UX U BEePHYJICS Ha CBOE ITepPBOHAaYaIbHOE MECTO B BO3YXE,
Jlys M130Hb CKa3aJ OLIeJIOMIEHHEIM I'0JI0COM:

— Vuenwuk HOa#s... O-oHH...

3areM HOanp cka3ai:

— VI3BMHUTE, YTO MO3MHO 3TO TOBOPIO, HO 3T0 Csio Xya u ®3n HicaH. OHu 06e Mou mparoleHHbIe



IMoAgpyru, KOTOPEIE MMYTEIIECTBYIOT CO MHOH, a TakKXke OAaIOT MHE COBETHEI II0 HEKOTOPEIM BOIIPOCAM.

«Cs10 Xya? E€ ronoc 3By4uT TaK 3HAKOMO... Tak BOT KTO 3TO OblI...» — cTapeuiuHa [laHb
IO CO3HATeIbHO IIPUKPELIA JIUI0, BCIOMHUB rojioc Cso Xya, KoTopas Ipeaynpexnana eé qepxkaTbCs
nmopajelie oT FOaus.

— II-norogute-ka... ®an KOucsan? 'ocmoxa ®sH ¢ peiHKa 3010TOro ®eHnkca? — crapeumnHa CroaHb
y3Han uMsa ®au HOiicsiH 6raromaps e€ MIMPOKOM U3BECTHOCTH.

Bce mpucyTcTBylolue notepsnau gap peuu. [louemy gBa 60romnomoOHBIX CYIIECTBA HAXOOATCS Tak
6mu3ko K K0aHi0? Heyxkemu OHM BCe 9TO BpeMsI CJIeIOBAJIA 3a HUM U OXpaHsH ero? Y KakoBo
UCTUHHOE npoucxoxaenne K0aua? [laxe MOOU U3 YETHPEX IPEBHUX CEMEW He MOTYT UMETh B
KadyeCTBe TeJIOXpPaHUTENSI OYXOBHOTO KOPOJIS U AYXOBHOT'O rpaHAMacTepa!l

Mexpy TeMm, B rpymme [IBopiia Heba u 3emiu, ux mactep cektrl, Llu I3uryan, cmoTtpen Ha Csio Xya
IIIUPOKO PACKPHITEIMU IJIa3aMu.

«3JTa MasieHbKas feBodyka! {1 moMHIo, YTO BUAEN €€ Ha ayKuuoHe JlasypHoro ®enukca! Bce aTo
BpeMs 0Ha Orlna B chpepe OyXOBHOTO KOpOJsi?!» — 0oH Jerko BCoMHUI Csg0 Xya, B OCHOBHOM M3-3a €€
XapaKTepHOU! MaJIeHbKOU (GUTYPHI ¥ MOITHOU aypHL.

Kak Ovl OHUM HM CTapaiiCh, JIIOOY He MOTJIM OTOPBaTh ra3 oT Cso Xya u ®au Hiican u3-3a ux
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHOT'0 IPUCYTCTBUS, KOTOPOE 3aTMeBasIo laxke MPUCYTCTBUE cTapiIero He!

B ux rimazax Csio Xya Oblla TAMHCTBEHHBEIM 3KCIIEPTOM, KOTOPOI'0 CTapinuit He mpu3Has Kak paBHOro!
UM xX0Ts 3TO 3aHSI0 HEKOTOPOE BpPeMS, MIOOY B KOHIlEe KOHIIOB npu3Hanu ®ax HOucsaH Kak

JKcIepTa HoMep ofauH B ropoae OeHMKCa, a TaKxkKe BiIafeNuIlel OMHOTO U3 CaMbIX MPECTUXKHBIX
Mara3uHOB HUXKHHX Hebec!

[ToyeMy 5Tu iBa HEBEPOSITHO MOT'YILIECTBEHHEIX YeJI0BeKa OKa3alucCh B 3TOM MecTe? M moueMy oHI
CTOAT psAnoM ¢ XpamoM CymHocTH [IpakoHa? ITOro He 3HaAJI HUKTO, KPOME YejloBeKa, KOTOPHIU
IPUBEN UX ciofa, — Hans!
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