— Jlemymika, MBI TOJBKO YTO MTO3HAKOMUJIMChH M HUUEM He OT/IMYaeMCsl OT He3HaKoMIleB. Kak Thl
MOXKEIIIb TPOCUTH MEHS 3a4aTh ¢ HUM pebéHKa? He roBops yKe 0 Hallle# CUTyalllH... — CKa3ajia eMy
Jlaup UHuH.

— Hy u 4T0, 4TO OH YyXkaK? Bamm oTHoueHUd He OyoyT UMeTh 3HaUeHUsI, TaK KakK uepe3 MecsIl OH
IIOKVHET 3TO MECTO, XOUelllb Thl 3TOr'0 UJIX HeT! — cKa3all CTapuk.

— Jlaxe ecy TH TaK TOBOPHIIb... A KaK HAaCYET ero MHeHHUs 10 3ToMy Bonpocy? — Jlans HUH
IIOBEPHYJIach U mocMoTpena Ha K0aHs, KOTOPHIM BRITISAE OYeHb 03aJadeHHBIM TeKyllel CUTyallueu.

— HyxHo nmu Ham BooO11le cripamuBaTh ero? KTo MoXeT 0TKa3aTh Halllel mpeKpacHo# BHyuKe? U
IIOYeMY THl TaK HEOXOTHO COTJIallaenIbcs? Eciu Tl He MPOIOIXKUIIE HAIll POof, KTO 6ymeT 3a00TUTHCS
0 KaMeHHOM ckpuxanu I[ToBenutens B Oymyuem? Kto 6ymeT 3mech, YTOOL MPUBETCTBOBATh
[ToBenuTens, KOrfa OH BEPHETCSA? — B3[OXHYJI CTapUK.

— Jl-mogoXkpuTe MUHYTKY... — KOaHb BHE3amHO BMeIIancsa. — YTO B UMeeTe B BUAY I10J CBOUMU
IIOCJIEOHUMU CJI0BaMu? Pa3Be He MPOIIIO COTHU THICSY JIET C TEX IOP, Kak [ToBenuTens «ucuye3» u3
3TOro Mecta? MoxXeT JIi 4eJIoBeK BooOIIe IPOKUTh TaK HOJIT0?

CTapI/IK YCMEXHYIJICs, YCIIBIIIAB €T0 CJIOBd, U 4Yepe3 MI'HOBEHNE CKa3all:

— KoHeuHO, HET, H1 OIMH YeJI0BEK He CMOT Obl TPOXKUTH TakK Hoiro. OgHako [ToBenuTens He yMep, U

XOTSI MBI TOBOPUM, YTO OH «HCY€e3», [I0BETUTENb ITPOCTO MOKKUHYIT MUCTUYECKOE IIaPCTBO U C TEX IOP

He BO3Bpalasacs. XoTs MBI He 3HaeM, Ky[la OH OTIPABUIICS U YTO JiellaeT CHAPYXKH, C eT0 TaJlaHTaMH,

mopazxKarlmuMu Hebeca, MBI YBePEHBI, UTO OH MOXKET NOCTHYb MMUKA KYIbTUBALIMKA U CTATh HACTOSIIIM
6ecCMepTHEBIM.

— HctuHHBIE O€CCMEPTHBIE MOTYT CIIOKOWHO XKUTh MUJIIMOHEL JIET, U Ha HUX HE BIUSET TeUeHue
BpeMeHu. OHM TaKKe He MOTYT YMepeTh OT eCTEeCTBEHHBIX TPUYKH, TAKUX KaK 00JIe3HU UJTH
CTapOCThb, ¥ €MUHCTBEHHHIH CII0CO0 yMEpPeTh — 3TO €CJIM KTO-TO YOBET UX, HO faxke 3T0 TpebyeT
OTIPEeHeNIEHHBIX YCUTTUH.

— W noka IToBenuTens KuB, OH 00s13aTEILHO BepHéTCﬂ B 3TOT MHD B GYJIYH.IGM. Benob nMEHHO 3TO OH
O6eI.T.IaJ'I MOHM IIpedKaM Iiepen CBOUM yXO0OOM, — CTAapPHUK CKa3all 3TO C YBepeHHOfI YJ'IBI6KOI;I Ha JIuI1e.

FOaub noTtepsn map peuyu. OH OB IPOCTO MTOPaXKEH UX MpefaHHOCThIO0 [ToBenuTenio. Ecnu 65 eMy
TIPUILIOCH XKOATh COTHU THICSY JIET, @ TO ¥ MUJIIMOHHI JIET, IOKA KTO-TO BEPHETCS, OH OB y2Ke JaBHO
TIOTEPSITT BEPY.

— B mo6om cnyyae cnacu6o, 4TO pacckalaiyd MHe MHOTOe 06 3TOM MUPE, HO 5 JOJIXKEeH YUTH, TakK Kak
MHE eIll€ HYKHO BCTPETUTLCS C MOeM KOMaHMOM, — cKa3an uM K0aHb MTHOBEHUE CITyCTSI.

— Yt0? Thl yKe yxopuiib? Ho TH [0 CUX IIOP HUYETO He chelial ¢ Halled BHy4kou! 1o kpaliHeu



Mepe, Tocel B Hel ceMs mepeq yxogoM! — GLICTPO CKa3alla cTapyxa.

— Awm... {1 He coBCeM IOHMMaAlI0, YTO BBl UMEETE B BUAY... — CKa3as OaHb.

[Toxwunas nmapa 06MeHsIach B3TNISIOaMu APYT ¢ OpyroM. YTo 3a XKU3HL ObllIa Y 3TOT0 MOJIOOT0
YeJ0BeKa, UYTO OH TaKOW HeBUHHBIN? A KaK XXe ero poguTenun?

— Kxm! — cTapuk IpOYuCTHI FOPJIO ¥ CKa3al. — [IpyruMu CI0BaMu... f xo4dy, 4TOOH y Tebs ¢ Moen
BHYYKOU OBLI peOEHOK.

'maza FOaHs pacmuMpuanuch OT II0Ka. XOTS OH HAYEro He 3HaJl O Pofax, IIOCKOJIbKY HUKTO He VYUl
€ro 3TOMy, OH, 110 KpaliHell Mepe, 3HaJl, HACKOJIbKO OTBETCTBEHHO MMETh [IETEN.

— H-HO MeHs He Oy[ieT B 9TOM MUpe uepe3 Mecdll... M s He gyMaro, YTO TOTOB HECTHU TaKyi0 OOJBIIYIO
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb... — CKa3al UM K0aHb MIHOBEHHE CIYCTS.

— Bcé B mopsimKe, maxe eclu Thl YUOEITh. MEl He TpebyeM, 4TOOH TH B3sJ1 Ha Ce0s OTBETCTBEHHOCT.
Tebe mpoCTO HYKHO OTJIOAOTBOPUTD HAITy BHYYKY, YTOOBI HAIll pojl mpopoikuics. 060 BceM
OCTaJIbHOM TIOCJIe 9TOI'0 MBI I103a00TUMCSI, — CKa3aJia CTapyxa.

KOaHb Ha MrHOBEHHE IIOCMOTPET Ha MOXKUIIYIO TIapy, 3aTeM ITOBEPHYJICSA U IIOCMOTpeN Ha JlaHb MHUH.

ITocne MHUHYTHOT'O MOJI9YaHUA KOans OIIYCTHIJI TOJIOBY U U3BUHUJICA II€ped HUMU:

— IIpocTuTe, HO €CnU y MeHs Korfa-HuOynb OyayT meTH, s Xo04y OBITh psAmoM ¢ HuMHU. [IoHUMaeTe,
XOTSI MEHS YCHIHOBUJIM B PAHHEM BO3pacTe, s1 HUKOTIa He 3HaJl CBOMX HACTOSIIMX PONUTEIIeH UITH KaK
OHM BBITJISITST, ¥ 5T HE X04Y, YTOOBI MOM COOCTBEHHBIE IETH UCIILITHIBANIA TO K€ OOUHOYECTBO,
KOTOPOE ST YyBCTBOBAJI IO TOTO, KaK MEHS YCHIHOBWIM. Hamecs, Bl CMOXKeTe MeHS IIOHSTh...

[Toxunas napa norepsiyiia gap peuu ot ciaoB K0aus. Kak Obl OHU HU XOTeNH, 4TOOBI OH 3a4an peGEHKa
OT ¥X BHYYKH, OHU He MOTJIX €T0 3aCTaBUTh.

ITocne MHUHYTHOT'O MOJIYaHUA CTaPUK KMBHYJI U CKa3aJl:

— IloHATHO... {I TaKXXe U3BUHIOCH, €CJIU THl II0YYBCTBOBAJI faBjIeHUEe C Hallle CTOPOHEL. Ecniu He
X0Yellb, MBI He OymeM Tebsi 3aCTaBIISTh.

— Kakag xanocTe... MBI Tak J0JIr0 UCKaJIi TaKOT0 YejloBeKa, KakK THL... — B3OOXHYJIa CTapPyIIKa C
COZKaJIEHHUEM B I'0JI0CE.



3ateM CTapHuK CKa3all:

— VIHUH, Oy 0KaXy MOJIOOOMY 4YeJIOBEKY HOPOTY ¥ OTBEOU ero B OnuKaiimuii ropon. X0oTs BOKPYT
3TOTO MeCTa He JOJIXKHO OBITh HUKaKUX Maru4ecKUX 3Bepeii, Ho CHapyXKu OpPoOsAT Marudeckue 3BepH,
¥ OHU MOTYT OBITh CJTMIITKOM CHJIHBIMU [IJI HETO, flaXke eCJI¥ OH IMOHKHMaeT Aypy Meda.

— Xoporio, — kuBHYya Jlaus UHUH.

— Cl'IaCI/I60, CTapuIiue. BrI1o IIPUATHO ITO3HAKOMUTHECA C BaMH, — CKa3all UM KOaHs.

— 30BH HaC IPOCTO menymka JlaHb u 6abymika JIaHb. d Tak¥Xke pajl, YTO MbI BCTPETHUIIU TAKOTO TE€HHUS,
KaK THI, TOCKOJIbKY 3TO JA€T HaM BO3MOXKHOCTb IIOYYBCTBOBATh, UTO YYBCTBOBAJIM HAIIIU IIPEMKH,
KOT'7Ia BIIEPBEIE BCTPETUIH [l0BemUTENS, — CKa3asl menyika JIaHs.

— Ecnu TH BAPYT IlepefyMaelllb... 3aBeu PeOEHKa OT Halllel BHYYKH [0 TOTO, KaK MOKHUHEIIb 3TO
MECTO, THl MOXKEIIb BEPHYTHCS CIOfa B M000e BpeMsi. Mos BHy4YKa Bcerpa OymeT OoCTymHa ajis Teos,
— CKasana eMmy 6aby1ika JIaHb.

HekoTtopoe Bpems crnycts Jlanb WHuH noBena FOaHs Ipoyb OT XUXKWHEL, B CTOPOHY O€3BIMSTHHOTO
XpaMa.

— PasBe 3T0 He CTPaHHO, fedymKa? — Oabymka JlaHb 3aroBOpUiIa oce yxona FOaHs.

— Yto?

— OH HaM He IIPOTHUBEH, XOTA OH YEJIOBEK. Ha camoM mene, OH MHe 0O4eHb Jaxe IIOHPABHUIICA, —
CKa3adJla OHa.

— 4 3Hal0, YTO THI UyBCTBYellb, 6abyirka. [IpocTo B HeM ObIJIO YTO-TO IPUTATaTeNlbHOE. BO3MOXKHO,
3TO ero yHUKaibHas Xxapu3Mma. MHTepecHO, YyBCTBOBAJIM JIM 9TO HAIIK IIPEAKH, KOTa BCTPETUIN
[ToBenutens? Ecnu fa, TO 51 BIIOJIHE MOTY IIOHSTH, IOYEMY OHU PEILUIH CIIyKUTh EMY, — IeIyLIKa
JlaHb CKa3aJ 3TO C yIBIOKOM Ha JIMIle, ¥ BCKOPE OHU BABOEM BEPHY/IMCH B XUKUHY.
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