— Wmmnepartpurna! Y Hac uype3Bryaiinag cutyamusa! — XKeHHa BOexkasa B KOMHaTy ViMIepaTpuilsl
del1 BCKOpe 1oCJe TOro, Kak Hax Paem ®ell nosgBuiach 3uswlas gwpa.

— Ycmokoiics, 1 B Kypce, — cKa3ana UMmnepatpuia Oen.

OpHako, HECMOTPS Ha CIIOKOWHEIHM T0JI0C, ee JUI0 OBIJI0 CHJIBHO HAaXMYPEHO, U OHa Obljla COBCEM He
CIIOKOMHA.

«4TO 3TO 3a ‘-IYBCTBO? A YYBCTBYIO ITIOOABIIAIOIIEE IIPUCYTCTBUE, UCXOOAIIEE U3 ObIPHI... A HuKorma He
HCIIBITBIBAJIa HUYET 0 HOI[06H01"O paHkbIe...»

Wmmnepatpura ®eir 9yBCTBOBAJIA, KaK BCE €€ TEJIO 3aAP0XKao OT CTPaxa, CTOUJIO JIMIIb OIYTUTh 3TO
003KeCcTBeHHOE TIPUCYTCTBHUE.

— Bce BH OygbpTe Haueky. 9 cobupaCch IOCMOTPETh, UTO IIPOUCXOTUT.

— 9To0 cinumkoM onacHo! MmnepaTtpuiia Oel, Bbl JOMKHB OCTATHCS 3[ECH!

— Torma He X0o4elllb JIX TH IIOUTHU TyAa U UCCIIefoBaTh ALY BMecTo MeHs? — MMnepaTpuiia Oeu
Cy3usa Ija3a, ¥ Ta TYT JKe 3aKphljla POT U OIYCTHIa TOJIOBY, & €€ OTBET OBLI SICEH.

— 4 Tak u gymana. — MmMmnepatpunia et X0IOIHO YCMEXHYIIACh U BhIJIETENIA U3 OKHA, YTOOH
IPUOIU3UTHCS K [IBIPE.

OpHako, KaK TOJIBKO OHa MprOnu3uiach K HeOy, OHa 3aMeTHusa PUrypy, CIryCcKalolyiocs U3 3Tou
OBIPHL, ¥ Cpa3y ke IMOHsIa, YTO 002KeCTBEHHOE NPUCYTCTBHE, KOTOPOEe OHA OIlyIllajsa BCe 3TO BpeMs,
OBLIIO0 BEI3BAHO 3TOM (PUTYPOIA.

«BeccmeptHsiit! OH HacTosmui 6eccmepTHEIH!» — UMnepaTtpuiia ®eit BHyTpeHHE BCKPUKHYIA,
0CO3HaB ero JINYHOCTE.

Iaxe ecnu 3T0 GBUIO IIPENNOIOXKEHNE, OHA HE COMHEBaJIach, YTO 3TOT CTAPUK OBLIT 6ECCMEPTHHIM,
KOTOPBIN JOCTHUT HEIIOCTUKUMOTO YPOBHS B IIyTH Ky/IbTHBAIIUH.

Wmmepatpuiia ®eii xoTena MOOOUTH K 66CCMEePTHOMY U TIOIPUBETCTBOBATH €T0, HO B TO K€ BpeMs
6osi71ach MOTPEBOXKUTD €TO0.

HOC—)TOMy OHa MOI'JIa TOJIBKO IIapPUTh B Hebe 1 MoT4a PaSMBIIIIATE, IOOXOOUTH K HEMY UJIK HET.

[Toka uMmepartpuiia (el pa3MBIIIIIAIIa, OHA BOPYT IOYYBCTBOBAJA MPUCYTCTBHE KOTO-TO M03aAu cebs,
YTO 3aCTaBUIIO ee 06ePHYTHCS.



— Yepr! — I'poMko Beipyranack UMnepartpuiia ®eii, UCIyraHHO IS4 Ha MapsLlero no3afu Hee
CTapHKa.

«Korma oH mosiBuics no3anu MeHs?! 9 He Bugena, 4TOOB OH JBUTAJICS, ¥ He YYBCTBOBaJa €ro
IIPUCYTCTBUS, TI0OKa OH He IT03BOJINJI MHE OLIYTUTH ero!» — Mmnepatpuiia ®eli BHyTpeHHE
3amiakalna, Befb K HEW eIllé HUKOTAa TaK He MOOKPaabIBaIuCh.

HecmoTtps Ha mwok, Mmnepartpuiia ®eii BRINpsIMUIa CIUHY U IOKJIOHUIACh CTAPUKY.

— JTa Miafglas IIPUBETCTBYET CTAPIIETO.

Crapuk ImoCMOTpesI Ha He€ 6ecCTpacTHRIM B3TJIAIOM U CKa3all: — f1 UIly onpefieIeHHOT0 YeloBeKa.

— ¥ Bac ecTh onucaHue 3TOro 4ejioBeka? — cupocuna Mmnepatpuna deii.

— Her.

XoTs oHa Obllla HEMHOTO 03afayeHa, MMnepaTpuiia ®eit He U3MeHMIa CBOETO BHIPAXKEHUS U
IIPOAOIKKUIA CIIpalIBaTh: — TOr[a 3HaeTe JIU BEl, KaK Mbl MOXKEM HalTHU 9TOTO YeJIoBeKa?

— 4 He 3Ha10, — IIOBTOPUI CTapPUK.

Ot sroro Umnepatpuua ®en motepsna gap peuu. Kak oHM MOTYT HaTU KOT'0-TO, He UMesI HUKaKOou
rHbOpMaIuu?

«OH 4TO, U37eBaeTCs Haflo MHOMN?» — 3afiajach BOIIPOCOM KMMIlepaTpulia Qeku.

— Her, 51 He u3eBalCh, — BHE3AMHO CKA3ajl CTAPHK.

—A?

VimnepaTpuiia ®eit Ovlna ollapalleHa, YCIBIIaB OTBET CTapuKa, ¥ Ha CEKYHAY MOofyMaria, YTo
CIy4alHO IPOTroBOPHUIach BCIIYX.

— II-moxanyiicra, mpoctuTe 3Ty Mytafmyo! — OHa GbICTPO U3BMHUIIACH [TEPEN HUM, a PO cels
nomyMana: «Heyxenu OH TOJBKO YTO IIPOYUTA MOU MBICTTH?..»

Nk eé IIOJTHOMY YAOUBIIEHUIO, CTAPUK CHOBA OTBETHUIL: — HeT, 9 He yuTam TBOU MBICTIH.

«OH ompeneneHHO YNTAaeT MOU MBICTIH!



Oco3HasB 370, I/IMHepanI/ILIa deil HeMeJIeHHO OYMCTHUIa CBOX pa3yM U u30 BCEX CHJI IIOCTapalaCk HA
0 4YeM He OyMaThb.

— B mo6oMm criydae, X0TS Y MEeHSI HeT HUKAKOT'0 ONIMCAHUS TOT0 YeJI0BeKa, ero LOJIXKHO ObITh 04eHb
JIETKO HAaUTU. — CKa3aJ CTapuK.

HWmMnepatpuiia ®eii KMBHYJa U BHUMaTENIbHO IIPUCIYIIAIach K ero CjaoBaM.

— OTOoT uesnoBeK... OH OueHb TAJIAHTIIUB.

«OH omnpepeneHHO pa3birpeiBaeT MeHs!» — MMnepatpuiia ®eii BHyTpEeHHE 3alljlakaa.

OpHako cTapuk ckKa3san: — f 3Har, 4TO Bl JyMaeTe, YTO s BaC pa3bilPLHIBalo, HO 3TO He TakK. JTOT
YeJI0BeK, OH He 0ObIUHBINM reHuit. OH TeHUi, KOTOPHIH OLIBAeT pa3 B XKU3HMU.

— Kpome ToT0, OH OB B 3TOM MECTE BCET0 JIUIIh KOPOTKUM MUT, HEe TaK JaBHO. Ero haMunus Takxke
OOJIXXHA OBITH «TSIHB».

— He Tak gaBHo? — MMnepaTpuua ®eit mopHsma 6poBy, U B €€ TOJIOBE TIOSIBUIICS HEKUN YEJIOBEK.

«TonbKO HE TOBOPUTE MHE, UTO OH MIIET MpomaBirero MmMmepaTopa ApakoOHOB?..»

HWwmnepatpuiia ®eii HePBHO CTIOTHYJIA, BCIIOMHUB, YTO CTAPUK MOT YUTATh €€ MBICIIU.

Ho Kk eé ynuBieHMIo, Ha 3TOT Pa3 OH HUYero He CKa3all.

— V Tebst eCTh KTO-TO Ha IPUMETE? — CIPOCUIT CTAPHUK, 3aMETHUB €€ BhHIpaXKeHue JIUIIA.

— BHI, ciyvaiino, He 00 MiMmiepaTope gpakoHOB roBopuTe? OH MOSIBUJICS HEOXUIAHHO HEKOTOPOE
BpeMs Ha3a[ U TaK Ke HEeOXHUAaHHO uc4ye3. MEl TOXKe ero UIeM.

— WmmnepaTop IpakoHoB? PacckaxkuTe MHE 0 HeM 000JbIe, — OBICTPO CKa3al CTapHK.

VimmepaTpuiia ®eit KuBHYyIa ¥ Hadaja PacCKa3blBaTh CTAPUKY 00 MMmepaTope OpakoHOB, He
pacckasbiBasi Bcex MoapoOHOCTEN, HalIpUMeED, O TOM, KaK [iepzKaJla ero B IJIeHY, Tak Kak 00s1acs,
YTO 3TO MOXKET OOUIEeTh CTapHKa.

— OH Ha3Banca FOanem u PacCCKa3all HaM, 4YTO IIOIIaJI Ha IISATOoe Hebo CJ'IY‘-I&fIHO qepe3
TEeJIeINOPTAllMOHHYIO (’popMaumo. KOpOJ’IeBCKaH CeMbid IPAKOHOB B34JIa €TI0 K cebe, HO BCKOpP€E OH
ncyes.



— KOpOJ’IeBCKaﬂ CeMbd OPAKOHOB... — CTapI/IK BOPYT IIOBEPHYJICA K IIOCMOTPEJI B OIIPEOETIEHHOM
HaIIPpaBJIEHHUH.

B cnenytomee mraosenne Mnepartpuua Oeli yBugena, Kak CTapyuK HCYe3 y Hee Ha I'1a3aX, CJIOBHO
npu3pak. OHa orjsApmenach BOKPYT U, YOeIUBIIKChH, UTO €r0 HET, 00JIerYeHHO B3NOXHYya U MoJleTela
00paTHO BO [IBOpEII.

YTo KacaeTcs CTapHKa, TO OH OTIIPAaBUJICA HABECTUTH KOPOJIEBCKYIO CEMBIO NPAKOHOB.

— $1 4yBCTBYI0 €T'0 IPUCYTCTBUE U 3[€Ch... HeyXenu OH OeHCTBUTENIbHO TEPEBOMIIOTUIICS B
HmnepaTtopa gpakoHOB? HeT... ITOr0 He MOXKET OBITh... — 03alaueHHO MPoOopMOTas po cebs
CTapHK.

CTapI/IK InepecTtaya PaSMEIIIIATE U 6e3 CTYKa BOIIIEJI B 1OM KOpOHeBCKOfI CEMBbH.

Yepe3 MrHOBEHHE OH ITOSBUIICSI B KOMHaTe KOposs IpakoHOB.

Boiifst B KOMHATY, CTapyK MOAOIIEN K KPOBATH, HA KOTOPOH jiexkasn Koposb opakoHOB.

Ha MrHOBeHME CTApUK YCTABHUIICS Ha crsmiee U0 Koposist ApakoHOB, a 3aTEM BBIIYCTHII HA BOJIIO
CBOE yOMICTBEHHOE XeJaHue.

— Yt0!? — Koponb OpakoOHOB BCKOUMJI C KPOBATH, KaK TOJIHKO ITOYYBCTBOBa/ YOUNCTBEHHOE
HaMepeHUe, 0T KOTOPOro y Hero 4yTh He CIIYYUJICSA CEPAEYHBIN IPUCTYII.

KoneuHo, HaMeKa Ha Kaxk[ay yOuiicTBa, UCXOOAIIET0 0T 0eCCMePTHOTO, ObII0 ObI GoNiee YeM
IOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI HAIIyraTh 0 CMEPTH HaxKe IyXOBHOTO UMIIepaTopa.
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