— CKO/IBKO pa3 THI OI2KHA YHU3UTh MEHS, TPexKe yeM OyOelb yIoBIeTBOPEHA, XKeHIuHa?.. Ecnu g
He pa3opBy TeOs Ha yacTu, Most ¢pamunus He 6ymeT Bait! — mpoperyan Bai Croiitao, ero aypa
B3JIeTeJIa elle BHIIIE.

Bait CioliTao, HCIIONIBL3Ys CBOIO TEXHUKY NepenBuxKeHus, ObIcTpo mopoiien K ®au HOiicsaH, koTopas
TaKKe MCII0/Ib30Bajia CBOI0 TEXHUKY MEePEeBUKEHUS, YTOOL IPOTUBOCTOSITH EMY.

Kak u BHemHOCTh, 60eBoe MacTepcTBO ®9H KOHCSH CUIBHO N3MEHUIIOCh, HO faxe Mociie
MOJIepHU3allMK OHA BCe ellle oTCTaBaja oT bau CroiiTao 1 He MOTJIa HaHECTH HU OOHOTO yAapa Jaxe
IIOCJIe THICIYM OOMEHOB.

"HaCKOJIbKO CHJIBHBIN 3TOT CyMacIuenmuit yomonok?" — ®sn FOicsaH He MOria IOBEPUTD, YTO
HEeCMOTpS Ha TpaHchOpMalluio, OHa BCe ellle IpourpeiBana emy, a bait CioiiTao Bce elile ObII
IyXOBHLIM KOPOJIEM, B TO BpeMs KaK OHa BoIllla B chepy AyXOBHOTO MMIIepaTopa.

He xenas memats ®au H0iicsan, Cu Maiinu HeKOTOpoe BpeMs HaOofana 3a UX MOefUHKOM CO
CTOPOHEI, HO KOTfla MoHssa, 4To bal CioitTao mocTeneHHO 0TTecHsaeT OsH KWCAIH BCe manblle u
manblile, pelria MPUCOeOUHUTRCS K cXBaTKe U noanepxaTh ®on KicsiH, maxe CHSB ¢ cebs
OrPaHUYEHHUA, 9YTO ITIO3BOJINJIO €€ KYJIIbTUBAIITMY OYXOBHOTI'O UMIIEPATOPA BEIPBATHCA BIIEDE]I.

— CKOJIBKO pa3 BaM I'OBOPHUTH, YTO BBl He mobeuTe MeHs, Jaxe ecnu OymeTe pabotaTs BMecTe?!

Bai Crolitao ctan 6oee 060pOHUTENBHEIM, KOoTa B 00 BcTymuina Cu Maiiau, Ho, HECMOTPS Ha
YHCJIEHHOEe IIPEBOCXOICTBO, OH HUYYTh HE BOJTHOBAJICS.

Koneuno, au ®3H [0iicsan, Hu Cu Msiinu He BEIKIAAbIBAJIMCh Ha IOJIHYIO KaTYLIKY, Beob OHU BCe elle
HaXO[UJIUCh B LIEHTPE TOPOAa, IT03TOMY IOACO3HATEIbHO CHEPKUBAIM CBOU CUJIB, B OTINYHKe OT bau
CroliTao, KOTOPOMY OBIJIO HaIlJIeBaTh Ha OKPYZKAIOIIyl0 00CTaHOBKY U HEBUHHBIX JTIOfIell BOKPYT.

B KoHIIE KOHIIOB, B TOPOJie TIOSIBUITUCh CTPAXKHUKHY, OKPYKHUBIIINE UX.

— CrosTb! Bel XOTh IOHUMAETE, TTle Bbl HAX0OuTeCh? [Ipakyd MeKOy KyJIbTUBATOPAMHU CTPOTO
3alpelrneHsl B ropojie, 0COOeHHO C BaIllMM YPOBHEM KyJNbTHUBAIMuU! BEl 4TO, XOTUTE CPABHSITEL BECh
TOpof C 3eMjien?! — THICAYU CTPaKHUKOB OKPYKUJIU UX.

— ITOT cyMacienuni yOII0f0OK IepBhIil aTakoBasl Hac! MBI TOJIBKO 3aIIuillaeMcsi! — OTBETUIIA UM
®sH HOticsaH.

— ITa MHe 1oXep, KTO TePBLIi Hayasl OUTBY! BEl MOKHE HEMEMJIEHHO OCTAaHOBUTH U IIPOCIIENOBATD C
HaMu {1 gomnpoca!

Baii CroiiTao moCMOTPeN Ha OXPAaHHUKOB U YCMeXHYJICA: — Eciu B He coOMpaeTech y4acTBOBAThH B
IIOeIMHKE, TO S IIpefjarai BaM BceM yOpaThCs 0TCIofa, II0Ka g He 3aCTaBUJI BaC y4aCTBOBATE.



— Kewm THI cebst BO30MHUIT?! — IIPpOpPhIYaI Ha HETO KOMaHOWUD CTPA2KHUKOB.

— T®I HemOCTOMH 3HATH MOIO JIMYHOCTDL, — X0JI0OHO oTBeTun bay CroiTao.

— CaMoHafiesTHHBIN MaJIeHbKUH YOTIOIO0K... EC/Iu TH AyMaelllb, 4YTO CMOXKeIllb CPA3UThCSI CO BCEMHU
HaMHM, TO MOXKeIllb UATH U IompoOoBaTh! ApecTyiTe 3TUX OyPaKoB! — MpuKa3as Jumep.

— Taxk TouHO!

CTpaxXHHUKH TYT K€ HadaJIX MacCOBO IIOOXOOUTh K HUM [IJIs 3afiep:KaHus, YTOOL yOROUTHCS, YTO OHU
He CMOT'yT cOexaTb.

Bait CioiiTao TOBKO IIOCMESJICST Haf uX 6eCCMBICIIEHHOM MOMBITKOM, ¥ KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOria
OH TIPUTOTOBUJICS PACIPABUTHCS C ITUMHU CTPAXKHUKAMM, Pa3fdalicss OPYro¥ Tojoc.

— Yro0 3mech mpoucxogut?!

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MT'HOBEHUM C HeGa CIIyCTHIIach CTPOMHAs GUTrypa — KpacuBasi MOJIOAasi XKeHIIWHa
¢ 611aropogHOM aypoy, Ha MEePBLIN B3TJIAH, MpUuMepHO poBecHuIa ®asu FOicsH. Bonock y Hee OblH B
OCHOBHOM 0eJible C UepHBIM, a I'jla3a XKenThle, Kak y bait CioiiTao.

[Tpu nosiBNIeHUY 3TOM HOBEHBKOW OIHO ee IMPUCYTCTBHE 3aCTAaBUJIO CTPAXKHUKOB 3aMepeTh Ha MeCTe,
a bai#t CrofiTao Hauas NPOSIBNIATH NPU3HaKU OECIIOKONCTBA.

Bo BpeMsl HaCTyNUBIIE}N TUIIMHEL AEBYIIKa OCMaTpuBaja OKPECTHOCTH, OTMeYas pa3pylleHus B
ropoe.

— f1 ocTaBua Te0s1 OMHOTO HAa HECKOJIBKO [HEH, a TH 3a TaKOe KOPOTKOe BpeMs yCIIeNl YCTPOUTh
TAKOM KOJIOCCANIbHBIN 6ecropsaok? Thl creluanbHO MBITAEIIbCS BEIBECTH MeHs U3 cebs, bai
Cro#iTao? — XO0JIOOHO IIPOU3HECTIA AEBYIIKA, IO HAa HETO IIPOH3UTEIBHEIM B3I JISIIOM, CIIOCOOHEIM
IIPOH3UTH Jaxke Hebeca.

Bait CiofiTao B3OPOTHYJ U CMYIIIEHHO OTBETUN: — f-51 MOTY 00BSICHUTE BCE, CTapias cectpa HuH...

[eBylIKa BHe3allHO UcYe3jIa CO CBOEro MecTa U nosBuiach nepep bait Crolitao OpIcTpee, 4eM KTo-
0o ycIlesn MOPTHYTh T71Ia30M, II0CJIe 4ero yiapuia ero B XKUBOT C TakoW CUIJIOH, uTo Teso bai
CroiTao U30THYJIOCH, KaK JIyK.

— IToxoxke, YTO MEHS BOJIHYIOT TBOM OIPAaBHAHUSA? — CIIPOCHIIA OHAa. — EcCyu THI 3a0bLT, MBI 3[€Ch HE
IIJIST TOTO, YTOOBI UTPaTh. ECIU THI He COOMpPAEIIbCS COTPYOHUYATh, ST OTIPABIIO TeOs 00pPaTHO TOMOIA.



— 4l-a 3Haw! Ho 5T gBOe ocMeu IpOsIBUTh HeyBaxeHHe K beccMepTHEIM KitaHaM! — Bait Croiitao
yKa3asl Ha o3afadeHHbXx ®on FOuicsaH u Cu Maunu Boaneke.

Bait HuH mocMoTpesa Ha HUX Cy>KE€HHBIM B3TJISIIOM, a 3aTeM CHOBa obpaTunach K bait Cioiitao: — Th
3a0blJ1, TIIe HAaXOOUIILCS? beccMepTHHIX KJIaHOB 3[eCh HET, TaK YTO OHU HEe MOTJIM 3HATh O HacC. 3aueM
TPaATUTb CUJIBI Ha YTO-TO CTO/Ih HE3HAUUTENbHOE? KaK Mo-JeTCKU... He TO YTOORI ST 03KUAas OT Te0s
00JIBIIIETO.

Baii CroiiTao CTUCHYT 3y0bl, IOHUMAs, YTO €My He YIaCTCS BHIIYTaThCA U3 9TOTO 3aTPYAHUTEIHLHOTO
TIOJIOKEHUS.

"TlomoKOuTe HEMHOTO", — BHE3aIlHO 3aXKTI/1ach B HEM HMCKpa BIOXHOBEHUS.

— O-0HM TaKKe HacMeXaJluCh Han BeCCMepTHBIM MOHapXOM! — TYT XK€ BOCKJIUKHYII OH.

YcnwmmaB ato, ban HuH 3acTellla Ha MeCTe, a Yepe3 MITHOBEHHE €€ TeJI0 Hadaslo OPoXKaTh.

Baii CioliTao BHYTPEHHE YIIBIOHYJICS €€ peakIuu ¥ OBICTPO IPOIOIKUII IeYaIbHEIM I'0JIOCOM: —
VimenHo Tak! OHM Ha3BaIM ero 0OMaHIIMKOM, a TaKXkKe IPYTUMU MeP3KUMHU 3IUTEeTaMU, KOTOPHIe S
He rocMet OBl TIOBTOPUTH Jaxke Ha cMepTHOM ofipe! Korfa 51 ycbIIan ux HeyBaXKUTEIbHOE
oTHoIeHre K beccmepTHOMY MoOHapxy, MO THEB B3sJ1 BEPX, U S IIOUYBCTBOBAJI cebsi 00s13aHHBIM
IIPUCTPYHUTH Ux!

He6o Ha[ TOpOOOM BHE3AIIHO IIOTEMHEJIO, HECMOTPA Ha paHHPIfI 4acC, ¥ Ka3aJI0Chk, 4TO CaM MHUD
COOpPOraeTCd B IPEJYYBCTBUHU KAaKOI'O-TO I'PAOYIIETO COOBITHS.

— YT0, 4epT BO3bMHU, ITPOUCXOOUT? — OLIEIOMIEHHO pobopMmoTana ®au HOiicsH.

— Y MeHns n10oxoe npepnuyBcTBUe... — Cu Maunu BHYTpEHHE CIJIOTHYIIA.

— Kak oHm mocmenu... Mo¥ nmobumelit beccmepTHBI MOHApPX... HEIIPOCTUTENBHO! — mpobopMoTana
Bait HuH megssHBIM TOHOM, €€ MPUCYTCTBUE U3/Iy4Yalio Takoe yOUNCTBEHHOe HaMepPeHHe, YTO OHO
Mori0 Ol 3aII0JTHUTE Hebeca.

Ona nocmortpena Ha ucnyrasaex ®sn Fiicas u Cu Mainy, ¥ 0T ”HTEHCUBHOCTH €€ B3TJIAfa Y HUX 110
cnuHe mo0exkanyu MypalllKy, a THCTUHKTH T00yXKaanu ux K OercTay.
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