BMecTe ¢ mpefcMepTHEIN pEBOM JpaKoHa, Ha muile Hokca pacIibliach OBOIbHAS yeMemka. OH
HACJIAXKIaJICS IbSHAIIMM OyXOM CTpaxa, OTYasSHUS M I030pa, HCXOMsINre OT TaK Ha3elBaeMoro "oora"
Banupuu, st KOTOPOTO, CMEPTh JTII06MMOTO MMUTOMIIA OT PYKH KaKOTO-TO MabYHUIIKU OO
HACTOSIIIIAM IIIOKOM.

- Het! - 3akpuyan BanepuoH, 4b¥ IBUXKEHUS CTAHOBUIKCH BCe Oojiee 1 00iee HEMCTOBLIMH, TI0 Mepe
TOTO KaK OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €I0 TOBAPHIIA OTPHIBAET OT HETr0 U YHOCUT B moToKe Cukl. - HeT!
9toro He MmoxeT ObITh! 4 Oor! f 6eccmepTen! Trl He MOCMeelIh!

YcTaB ot ouepenHoro 6eccomepkaTelbHOTO MOHOJIOTa, HOKC, Temeps yxke 6e3 CBETOBOTO Meua,
CIIOKOMHO BBITSHYJI PYKHU BIIepeqd ¥ BRITYCTUI MONTHKUI0 Cuilkl B rpyab bamepuoHa. JIxke6or mOMbITaNCs
OTOUTBHCS OT IMTOTOKA, HO B TOM COCTOSTHUM, B KOTOPOM OH Celi4ac HaXOOUJICS, 3TO IIPEBPATHUIIOCH B
II030PHOE 3PETIHUIIIE.

- Emeé mo Toro, Kak Mbl Ha4yaJld HAIl TaHell, 9 CKa3aJl, YTO TBOM pPUTYyasl npoBanuics. - CIIOKOWHO
npousHec CUTX, IpeKpaTUB HAaTUCK U TO3BOINB banepruoHy ynacTh Ha KOneHU. - Ho g He yTO4YHUTI, B
y€M UMEHHO 3aKJII04aeTcs IPoBajl, He Tak 1u? A CyTh B TOM, 4TO Te0e yaanoch co0paTh OyIIN CBOUX
nocyiegoBaTesneld 1 paboB, KOTOPHIX TH IIPUHEC B KEPTBY, U 0OABUTH UX CUITy K CBOeH COOCTBEHHOM.
Ho TeI monycTus ogHy BONUIOIIYI0 OUOKY. Thl cobpast ux CUIy, BMECTO TOTO YTOOHI IOTJIOTUTE ee. A
3TO 3HAYMUT, YTO BCE 9TU THICSYU C JIUIIHUM OyII BHYTPH Te0S COXpaHUIN CBOI0 MHAWBUIYaTbHOCTh
faxe CIyCTS CTOJIBKO BPEMEHH.

- Het Hukako# pasuunsl! - Kpuknayn banepron, 6pocasick Ha Hokca ¢ BRICOKO TOTHSTEIM KITUHKOM.

OH C JIETKOCTBIO YKJIOHHUJICSI OT aTaKK ¥ BOT'HAJI CBOM OpPOHMPOBAHHEIM KyIaK B OPIOX0 CYIIECTBa,
TIOBaJIUB €T0 Ha 3eMJII0, TIe OHO OCTAJIOCh JIeKaTh, OTYASTHHO 3a/IbIXasiCh.

- ToT (baKT, YTO ThI HE IIOHMMAEIb PA3HUIIEI, JIMIIb JOKA3BIBAET MOIO ITPABOTY, UOUOT.

BaneproH moYTH IOTEPSIT Te KPOXH 3[APABOT0 CMBICIIA, UTO Y HEr0 OCTasuCh. ['71a3a ero 61ecTenu Kak
y YMUPAIOIIET0 Yej0BeKa C yKaCHOU uxopankon. Ho cun emié 6110 mpegocTaTouHo. JIxe6or
CTPEMUTEJILHO TIONOPBAJICS C MECTa ¥ HaHEC Pa3MalllUCTHIM yoap, HamepeBasch CHeCcTH CUTXY TOIOBY
C mJey.

CuTXx B CBOIO OUepe[b faxke He nomeBenwics. OH IPOCTO UCIOIb30Bajl Cuty, 4ToOb YKPENUTD
JIaflOHb ¥ MMOMMaTh OCTPUE KIMHKA U3 BaIUPUNCKON CTallH.

- 4t0? - 3apoxnyscsa banepuoH, Tymo Iisias Ha OCTpUe CBOEro KJIMHKA, KPEIKO CXKAaToro B pyKe
Hoxkca. Illok 1 HeBepue maxe Mmepecununyd 6esymue. - 3To... IToro He MoxeT ObITh! 4 - 6or! Trl He
MOXKeIb OBITh MOTYIIIECTBEHHEE MeHsT!

BhIpBaB KJIMHOK M3 XBATKH CYIIECTBA, KOTOPoe ObisIo 60TOM pa3Be 4YTo B ero ¢paHTa3usx, Hokc
HeOPeKHO 0TOPOCHUI JIE3BHE B CTOPOHY, & 3aTEM HAHEC YAap HOTOM MPSIMO B YEJTIOCTh MyXKYUHEL. OH
TI0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CJI0MaJiach KOCTh, YBUMeJI, KaK bajepruoH B3neTes B BO3LYX U Bpe3aJics B



ONnMMKaUIIyo CTEHY, ITepesioMaB cebe elé Ky4dy KOCTel.

- CKaxu THI 3TO B CaMOM HauaJie HaIero 60s - s Ovl cornacuics. - Hadan meHTOpCKHM ToHOM HoKC,
IIPHUCEB Ha KOPTOYKM Ha JOCTAaTOYHOM PACCTOSTHMY OT BanmepuoHa 1 HaOmomasi CBOMMY HEBUASIIIUMUI
r71a3aMM, KaK TOT IIBITAETCS BOCCTAHOBUTH CBOIO YEIIOCTh. - HO, KaK ¥ MHOTHX [0 Te0s, TOPAOCTh U
Bepa B CBOe MHUMOe OeccMmepTHe npuBenu K rubenu. KcraTu, s qomxkeH nobmarogapuTs Tebs 3a To,
YTO THI laXKe He MOTPYOUICS 3abJI0KMPOBATh APy MOUX MIEPBHIX aTaK. DTO ITO3BOJIUIIO HE TOJIHKO
chopMHUPOBaThH TEOPHIO, HO U MTPOBEPHUTH ee. JItoOO0mBITHO? A y3HasI, YTO ThI 3aKJIIOYUIT AYIIH B CBOEM
TeJle, a 3aTeM Hadya/lu KOHTPOJIMPOBATh UX CUILY. DTOT METOM M BIPSIMb II03BOJIIET CTaTh BeCbMa
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHBIM, HO €CTh OflHa ITpo0yieMa... u3bsiH. IM CTpafialoT BCe TIOPbMBI, HE3aBUCHMO OT UX
THUIa. 3aKJII0YEHHBIE MOTYT COeXaTh.

OH nouyBCTBOBaJ, KaK baneproH B3OPOTrHYJI, IOTJIOIIaeMbI CTPaxoM.

- Hepsmo [IpakoHbe! ThI TXKEIIH!

-V MeHs HeT mpu4uH Nrath Te6e. M T 3HaeIb, YTO s TOBOPIO mpaBay. - Hokc mpeHeOpeKuTenbHO
OTBETHWJI, HACTyTas Ha TPyCsIlee CyIecTBo. - Kaxkabiid pas3, Korja s HAaHOCHUII Tebe CMepTeTbHbIN
yaap, s ociabJisiyi TBOIO B/IAaCTh HA AyIIaMu. A TOTOM TH OKa3ajl MHE YCIyTY, TepeyCcepAaCcTBOBaB,
MaHUIYIAPYS KAMEHHBIMU JTIIOObMHU U MCIIOIb30BaB U3PSIHYIO MO0 CBOEH CHUJIBI, YTOOHI 0KUBUTH
CBOero gpakoHa. Ho Temepb TBO¥M APAKOH MePTB, a CHJIa, KOTOPYIO Thl UCIIOJIb30BAJI, YTOOHI 0KUBUTH
ero, ucyesyua. ¥ To HEMHOroe, 4T0 y TeOsI 0CTaIoCh, THl IOIKEH MCII0JIb30BaTh, YTOOH yOEepKaTh
XOTs1 OBl CBOE ITPUCYTCTBYE Ha 3TOM IIJlaHe peanbHOCTH. Kopoue roBopsi, TEI OCTaCs Oec Cul.
CoBepiiieHHO 6ECITOMOIITHEIMN.

3apruaB, banepuon BEIOPOCUT PYKH BIEpe[, U B eT0 JagoHsIX 00pa30BasiCs TEMHBIHM TyMaH.

- 4 mokaxy Tebe TBoe Oeccunue, pad!

Hoxkc maxe He IbITAICS 3alUIaThcs. ATaka OblJIa HACTOIBKO XKaJIKOM, YTO TEMHBIA TyMaH IIPOCTO
OTCKOYMJI OT Hero u 6e3BpenHo paccesiyics B Bo3myxe. - Kak s u roBoput - 6eCIIoMOIIeH.

[TogHsB PYKY Haj ronoBo#, HoKc Havan yCUIeHHO TSHYTh TEMHYIO CTOPOHY CHIIbI, TOTOBSICh
00pYIIUTE CBOM I'HEB Ha 3TOTO TIIyTIIa.

- Cnelry orop4uTh - BHYTpHY TeGs 0CTaI0Ch eIl€ [OBOJIbHO MHOTO VI, KOTOPEIE CIIyKaT SKOPEM.
[ToaTomy MHe mpupgeTcs: youBaTh T€0SI CHOBa, CHOBA ¥ CHOBA, II0KA BCE Te OYIIN, KOTOPHIE THI
3aTo4uJI, He 0CBOGOASTCS. M THI CHOBA CTaHeIb CMEPTHBIM.

- [Togoxpu! - 3akpuuan banepuoH, yMogiolle IPOTATrUBas PyKY, OMHOBPEMEHHO IIBITAsACh BCTATh Ha
KOJIEHU. - 4... 1 IPUCATHY Te... BaM, Moi rocnoguH! Mou 3HaHus CTaHyT BamwuMu! Bel cMoxkeTe
3aXBaTUTh BeChb MUD! A 51 OyZy CITyKUTh BaM BE4YHO!



Ecnu cymecTtBo oxupano, 4yTo Hokc OymeT TPOHYT ero MOJIbOOM... UTO K, OH OB IIpaB, OHa ero
TPOHYIa 0 IIyOuHE! Oyimu. Ho cierka He Tak, KaK HU3BEPTHYTHIN 1Ke00T pacCYUTHIBaI. 3aphiyaB
Ha CTOSIIEro Ha KOJIeHSX 4esloBeKa, HOKC nmpepBasl CBOM MPUTOTOBJIEHUS [AJIS1 aTaKyd U BMECTO 3TOTO,
pelm IpocTo yaapuTh baneprona MoyHuen CUbL.

- Heyxenu THI mymar, 4To Mojab0a mOmeicTByeT Ha MeHs? - [IpopoKOTasl OH, TIIATEIbHO

O OePKUBasi U NO3UPYS TOK MOJHUHU, YTOOH JOCTUYL MAaKCUMAIbHOTO YPOBHS 00JIH, HO He
pa3pymuTh GpaHToM. - TH TOKEPTBOBAJI THICIYAaMHU Pagy TOTO, YTOOH CTAaTh TEM YOOKECTBOM,
KOTOPBIM CTasl. Thl YHUUTOXKUII LIENyI0 IUBUTU3AIUIO B CBOEM CTPEMJIeHUH K BiacTu! U Temeps ThI
cMeelllb MOJIUTE 0 noiane!? Hackonbko XKe Th, O111Th, HuK4YéMeH! 1 Hamesncst, 4uTo Tebe XoTs OBl
XBATHUT YECTH MOMNOXHYTh CyKa, KaK MYKHUK, a He o00ccaBIIuics oT cTpaxa Tpy! K Tomy xke, 51 yxe
3aKI0Yun caenky. Cuenky, 4ToOB HaBCerga MOKOHYUTh C TBOMM JKAJIKMM CYIIECTBOBAaHUEM.

3aKOHYUB aTaKy, OH CHOBa IONHSI PYKY K HeOy. [Ipu 9TOM OH [TOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CHJIB BHYTPU HETO
MEHSIOTCST pa3, IBa, TPU U CHOBA, ¥ CHOBA, ITOKa CEMb CYIIECTB, C KOTOPHIME OH 3aK/TIOYMIT KOHTPAKT,
BPeMeHHO He OTHEeJIUINCh 0T Hero, YToObl mpenctath nepen banepuonom. Co cBoel CTOPOHEI,
o0memnaBImuics 00T, - GUTYPaTbHO BEIPAXkKasiCh, - MOT JIMIIb XHBIKATh U CTOHATS, TJISAS HA BOCEMb JIHII,
BIIEPUBIINX B HETO COBCEM HeOOPEIE B3TJISAHL.

- Ecriz OBI THI MCIIOTH30BAJT BCIO CBOIO MOIITh C TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK YBUOE MEHS, TO B TEOPUHU MOT ObI
nobenuTh. Ho 5T He xoTen puckoBaTh. Kak mpaBuiio, s u3beraw JIUIIHET0 PUCKA, eCITH MOXKHO. M 3TOT
Cay4dall He CTal CKIouYeHueM. I1o3ToMy, mpexae 4eM BCTPETUTHCS C TOOOH, 5T IIOTPATHII BpeMs,
YyTOOBI Pa3kICKATh CEMEPHIX aPXOHTOB, KOTOPEIE OTHAJH CBOM KU3HU U CBSI3aJIU CBOM AYIIU C
O6aprepoM, mabbl 3aIIUTUTH OYIIU XKUTejel Banupun ot Tebs. MHe He mOTPe60BasOCh MHOTO YCUIIHIH,
4yTOOBI yOEIUTh UX COTTIACUTHCSI Ha BPEMEHHYIO NMPUBS3KY. MHe HyKHO OBIJIO TOJIBKO OAaTh UM CJIOBO,
4YTO OHU OYOYT CUOETh B IEPBOM POy ¥ HAOGJIOOATh 32 TBOMM yMEPIIBIEHHEeM. A B3aMeH OHU Jajiu
MHE CBOU CHJIHL. M Temeps... Temepb HaCTaI0 BPeMs BHIIOJTHUTDL CBOIO YaCTh CAENKH. [[a CTUHEIb ThI
B TOM afly, B KOTOPHIM Bepullb, bor Banupuu.
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