- YT0 cMemurHoro, Manbyuk? - Cupocun Po6epT, HagBUrasiCh Ha CBOET0 OPY2KEHOCIIA CO BCEH SPOCTHIO,
Ha KOTOPYIO TOJTBKO OBII CITOCOGEH B TAaHHOM CUTYaALUH.

Ynri6Ka BMUT MCIIApUTIach.

- H-unuero, Ballla MUJIOCTb.

- [IpaBma? - PobGepT npucTanbHO TISHeN Ha MalbuiKa U IPUKIIafbIBall BCe YCUIKS, YTOOH He
B30pPBAThCH... OT CMeXa. - ThI CIMIIKOM XOPOII, YTOOBl CMeSAThCS Haf IIyTKOM KOMaHAUpa
KOPOJIEBCKOU I'BapOouu?
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- Hy, xBatur. - Paccmessicst Po6epT, Hacnaxkgasich IepBoii mobeoil 3a 9TOT IeHb, MyCTh U
oIepKaHHOM CJI0BOM, a He Me4oM. - IlleBenu 3agHUIIEH, U MIYCTh KTO-HUOYOL IPUTOTOBUT MHE BaHHY.
OT MeHd BOHSIET, KaK OT JIOLIaTy.

- a, Ballla MUJIOCTh! - JIaHCE b MOKIOHUIICS U TyT Xe BhIOEKAJ CO OBOpa.

B3pmoxuys, PoOepT Hauenun Ha nosic "[Torubens [IpakoHOB" 1 mpuKa3an bappucTany BCTaTh B CTPOM.

- MaBait, BappucTtas. [TpoitméMcs MeIIKoM... OgHU O0TH BEJAl0T, CKOIBKO BPeMeHH IOHALO0UTCS
aToMy 0ecCIt0Ie3HOMY KYCKY 30JI0TOT'0 IepbMa, YTOOB! BEITOHUTE ITPUKA3.

Bappucrtan Mon4a BcTan no3agu Pobepra, ¥ BMeCTe OHU IIPOMeany KOPOTKUM MyTh OT
TPEHUPOBOYHOT0 ABOPa mo Goroporu B KpacHom 3amke.

«Ecmu 661 TONIBKO TH OBITIa CO MHOM. - C rpycThio mogyMain PobepT, Korma oHu ¢ bappucTaHoM cTanu
mpoOupaThCsl CKBO3b PSAEI IBETOB U PaCcTEeHUH, YKpallaBIux 6oropoiry. - MHe... He ¢ KeM pa3[eluTh
BCE 3T0. [Taske CeMb KOpoJIeBCTB HE CMOTYT 3alOJIHUThH Ty ABIPY, KOTOPYIO OCTaBUJIa BO MHE TBOS
cMepTh. X0Ts BpeMeHaMu... bory, s gymato, xotena Obl TH BOOOIIe OBITH 37[€Ch, B 9TOX BHITPEOHOM
sme? Hu omHOTO mepeBa, KOTOpoe HamoMuHato Osl Te0e 0 mome. HeT OTKPHITHIX MOJIeH, IT0 KOTOPHIM
MOKHO nTpoexaThcs. U... 3axoTesna Obl TH BOOOIIe OBITE CO MHOM ?»

YcneimaB conenue, 3a KOTOPEIM II0C/IeI0Bal Yei-To a4, Po6epT nmpepBas NporyJKy U CTajl
OTJISIOBIBATHCS IO CTOPOHAM.

- Bappucras. - Oknukuynn Koposb, 3aMeTuB Koe-Koro B 6oropoire. - 3a KeM CEeTOHS ITOPyYeHO
npucMaTpuBath [Iyoosomy Ceppaiy?

- 3a BaIIMM¥ OEeTHbMH, Ballla MUJIOCTh. - HEMEeJIEHHO OTBETHUII BappI/ICTaH.



[TomopuruBIIKCh, POOePT peun 6BI7I0 OCTaBUTE BCE KaK €CTh, HO TYT €r0 3aCTaBUJ 3aMePETh Ha
MeCTe ellle ONUH Pe3Kuil Bo3riac.

«Bympb oHO BCE mpoknsiTo Cembio [Ipencnopusmu. [IoBepHYBIINCH Ha MITKaX, OH HallpaBUICA K
MecTy, rae cTosin [ly6oBoe Cepflle; TOT BHTIAAEN SBHO HEJTOBKO, KOTHA HAKOHEI 3aMETHI, YTO
Po6epT u Bappucran nmpubaukaiTcs K HEMY.

- Bamra mumnocts! - IToutu npokpuydan [Jy6oBoe Cepalie ¥ BCTa IIPSIMO, CJIOBHO €MY B CIIUHY
BOTKHYJIA TIPYT.

PoGepT pe3Ko KUBHYII €My B 3HaK IPUBETCTBUS, a 3aTeM 00paTul BHUMaHNe Ha UCTOYHUK InymMa. OH
He 3HaJI, YTO OKHUMAJ YBUAETh, KOTMIa TOCMOTPENT BHU3, HO MupIesna, fepKamas Ha pyKax
mrauymero ToMMeHa ¢ KpaCHBIM CBEPTKOM, PAa3JI0KEHHBIM ITepe] HUMH... 3TO TOYHO He Ta CIeHa, K
KOTOPOM OH OBIJI TOTOB.

«JIBE 371aTOBJIACHIE T'OJIOBEL... HO OHU He [OIKHBI OBITh TaKUMU. OHU OOJIZKHBI OBITH TEMHOBOJIOCBIMH. ..
KaK y Moel mobumoi. YepHBIe BOJIOCH ¥ TJla3a I[BeTa IITopMa. A He 30JI0TOBOJIOCHIMH 1
3€eJIeHOT/Ia3bIMHU, KaK MOs CyKa-KOpoJieBa»

- Mupuenna, TomMmeH. - [Iogo3Ban oH, IpUCaKUBAsACh Ha KOPTOUKU PSIIOM.

PoGepT He OblT yBepeH, 4To Ob1I0 XyxkKe. To, yTo ToMMeH u3pan u3yMJIeHHBIN BO3TIIac ¥ Kpenye
00Hs1I cecTpy. Mnu To, 4To Mupleia IocMOTpeia Ha Hero B3TrJIAI0M, He CBOMCTBEHHBIM [leBOUe €€
Bo3pacTa. Mnu MoxeT OBITh €€ POBHBLIM TOH, KOTa OHA OTBETHIIA "Ballla MUJIOCTL", a He "oTell", He
"Pob6epT". TIpocTo... "Baira Munocts". Kak 6ynTo oHa BoBce He Oblla ero moyeprio. OH He 3Has
II04YeMy, HO 3TO IIPUYUHUIIO eMy 00j1b. [[bIpa, IOSIBUBIIASICS [TOC/E MOTePH JIMaHHbI, XOJIOOHbBIM TOH
€ro IoYepHu U e€ peaknusi, KOrma OHa Kpemde Ipuxkaja K cefe 6paTa, CJIOBHO 3allMINasi... OT 9TOTO
IIyCTOTa BHYTPHY Kak OYATO IbITalach COXPaTh €ro LeINKOM

«Knsguych 60oramu... HeyKeJu s HaCTOJIbKO JePbMOBBIN OTEll, YTO MOU COOCTBEHHEIE METH BeIyT
ceb4... BOT Tak?»

-4Yro IIPOUCXOOHUT, J:[eTI/I? - CHpOCI/IH OH, CTapasiaCh COXPAaHUTH CIIOKOMHBIN TOH rnepen Cijerka
AUKOBATEIM B3TJIAOOM OOYEPH U ABHO CTPAOAIOIITNM CBIHOM.

B3arnsm Muplienisl elé cuabHee 03KeCTOYMIICS, ¥ OHa Kpemde nmpuxaia K cebe TomMeHa.

- IToueMy Tebs BaC BOIHYET... Ballla MUTIOCTH?

PobepT He cMOT IOracUTh BCIILIXHYBIIIEEe pa3fpaxkeHue U HaOpoCUIcs Ha Hee.

- MHe He Bcé PaBHO, IIOTOMY YTO s TBOH OTeEI, qepT BO3bMHU!



MHpuenHa B3OPOTrHYyIJIq, a ToMMeH BHOBb 3aliakall. KOpOHB IIO9YYBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 TTOJTHEIM JEPBEMOM.

MHe xainb. - Ckasas oH, 60psiCh C pa3apaxkeHNeM U MHITasiCh BEPHYTh CIIOKOMCTBUE. - [ToxKanyicTa,
Mupuenna. TomMeH. ... g Bam oten. He Tonbko Koponb. [ToroBopuTe co MHOK. PacckaxuTe, 94TO
npoucxogut. U 4ro sTo?

Barmsang Muplienmbl TUIb ClierKa CMSATYHUIICS, a CJIE3kl ToMMeHa nafany pexe. Ho HY OOuH U3 HUX He
OTBEeTHUJI eMy. [IPOTSHYB PYKY K KpacHOMY CBePTKY, PoOepT IpUIOAHSI Yyroll TKAHU U TIOCMOTPET,
YTO TaM BHYTpHU. YU B30py ero npencTany maoTh U KpoBb. K c4acThio, IJI0OTh ¥ KPOBb KUBOTHOTO.
2KMBOTHOTO, C KOTOPOT'0, CYyAs II0 BCEMY, TOJIbKO YTO CHSJIU IIKYPY.

BosHa Xem4yy MOAHSIACh B €T0 TOpJie, KOTfla OH BCIIOMHMII, KaK B IIPOIIIEIY pa3 eMy IPUHECTU
KPACHHIM CBEPTOK, IPOIMUTAHHLIN KPOBBIO.

«XBaTuUT. - YKOpI/IJ'I oH cebs. - OHM OBLIH OPAKOHBKUM BEIBOOKOM U NE€THMHU Toi muTtoxu. OHU He
3aCIy2KHUBAIOT KaJIOCTU»

- Yro 9T0? - MATKO CIIPOCUII OH, CTapasich, YTOOH HU OOUH W3 OeTell He YBUMe BHYTPU U3yBeUEeHHOE
CYLIECTBO.

- 9to Cup IIpanc.*

Cepmrie PoGepTa mpoOmyCTUIO yaap, a NErkue Kak 6yaTo 0TKa3alaKucCh BIYCKAaTh B Ce0ST HOBYIO TIOPIIHIO
BO3MyXa.

«Cup Ilpanc? Tak ToMMeH Ha3Bajl OJIeHEHKa, KOTOPOTro A IpuKa3ajl IOAapUTh... EMy»

CMeCTHBIIKCH TaK, YTOOB IETH HUYETr0 He YBUOEH IO KPACHOU TKaHbi0, POOEPT BHOBL IPUIIOTH ST
€€ ¥ YCTaBUJICS Ha XXKMBOTHOE, C KOTOPOTO COIPAsIX IIKYpPY. ITO AeHCTBUTENIbHO ObLT 071eHeHOK. Ero
IIeI0 MSITKO 00XBaThHIBAJI YEPHO-2KEJIThIM OLIeHHUK.

- Kto 910 coenan?" - [leTu He OTBETHIIM ¥ [akKe He B3TJITHYIU Ha Hero. Torga oH o6paTuiics K
IOy6oBomy Cepmy. - [Iy6oBoe cepate. OTBeTh MHe. KTo. 3T0. CHenar.

My}K‘-II/IHa BHITJISAOEII 0oJiee yeM HEJIOBKO U IMepeMuHasICsa C HOTH Ha HOTY.

- KoponeBa npuka3ana HUIKOMY HE TOBOPHUTb...

- MHe neBaTh, 4TO IIpHKa3aa 3Ta cykKa! - PoOepT BCKOUMII Ha HOTH, 0 UYeM TYT XKe T0XKasel,
ITOCKOJIBKY 3TO 3aCTaBuiIo Muplienny 1 ToMMeHa 3aXHBIKaTh U MPUKATLCS OPYT K APYTyY. - A x04y
3HaTh, KTO 9T0 cuenan. Ceiuac xke.



Iy6oBoe Cepptie Koebascs JIKIIh> MTHOBEHHE, IIPeX/e YeM CKa3aTh eMy.

- Hacnepusiii nmpuHIl, Baiia Musiocts. OH cKa3aJjl, YTO HU OOUH yBaKalolluii ce6si 1eB He 3aX04eT
OJIEHEeHKa, Bedb JIbBH eOAT 0JieHdaT. KpoHNpuHI| cKa3an npuHiy ToMMeHy, 4To [Ipaiif ronoges.

P068pT IMIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK B HEM BCIIBIXHYJId APOCTh.

[Ipaiip - gomaiHui e, KoToporo TaiBuH npucsian B KoponeBckyio ['aBaHb Ha eHb UMEHUH
xoddpu. PobepT ObIT He pag ToMy, YTO Oepkas 3Bepsd B KpacHoM 3amKe. B oTnuyune OT BOJIKOB,
KOTOpBIE cliefoBaiu 3a CTapKaM# I10 IIsiTaM, 9TO XKUBOTHOE He OBIII0 IPUPYYEHO UITU APECCUPOBAHO.
A Benpb 9T0 OB HE THBEHOK, a TOYTU B3POCIIbIN J1eB. M y Hero Oblyia IPUBBIYKA MBITATHCS LATHYThH
WM YKYCUTH JII00O0T0, KTO XOTs Okl mpubIu3uTcs K HeMy. Ha caMoM fiesie, OH IpaKTU4YeCKU BCE BPeMS
cupen B KoMHaTe [[3xobbpH, 3anepTril B KJIETKE C IelbI0 Ha Ilee, YTOOL He IPUYUHUTD Bpena
ciayraM. YepT BO3bMH, faxke HECMOTPS HA 3TH Mephl TPEJOCTOPOKHOCTH, 3BePh BCE PAaBHO
YMYIPHUIICS TTOKaJIeYUTh TPOUX CIyT, ¥ POOEPT 10 CUX IOP He MOT MOHSATH, KaK eMY 3TO YAaloCh.

Ila, oo cux mop.

Teneps, y3HaB, YTO CIIy4YUIOCH C JOMAIIHUM OJIeHEHKOM ToMMeHa 1 0 ToM, 4To [[:kKoddpu 3axoTen
CKOPMUTH €r0 3Bepi0... OH MeJIbKOM CJIBIIIAJ CIIyXH IPO TO, 4TO [IK0opPpu MydaeT CBOUX CIIyT,
3aCTaBJIASl UX IPOCOBBIBATh PYKU CKBO3b NPYyThs KeTKH [Ipaiina. Ho oH c4én 3T0 BCero Nuib
cnyxamu. TeMm Oojee 4TO OH Tak ¥ He CMOT HAaWTU HU PaHEHHIX CIIyT, HU aXe TeX, KT0 00 3TOM
menTancs. Ho Temneps... MOXKeT ObITh, B 3TOM €CTh OOJIS IPaBIbl?

[ToBepHYBIIUCEH CIUHON K CBOEMY KOPOJIEBCKOMY I'Bapfeliily, PoGepT BHOBb OITyCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHU
PSIOM CO CBOMMHU IeThbMU. Pykamu PoOGepT Hayas KonaTh HETIyOOKYI0 MOTUITY ISl PYYHOTO
OJIeHeHKa CBOero chiHa. Korpa siMa crasa riiyOMHOM [0 JIOKTS, OH IIOJIOKUJ OJIeHEHKA B AMY U
MeZJIeHHO 3achinan OeqHOe CyIeCTBO. 3aK0laB OCTaHKHY, OH CeJl U 00paTUICS K IEeTSIM.

- Upute croga, Mupuenna, ToMMeH.

OHY OBUTAIKUCh MEJIEHHO, OCTOPOXKHO, C U3PSITHOM MOJIEH OMacKH, YTO BHI3BAJIO EIIE OOHY BOJIHY
6omu B rpynu PobGepTra. Ho B KOHIIe KOHI[OB OHU ITOMOIIIA K HEMY U CeNld Ha KojeHu. OOXBaTUB 000uX
PYKaMHu, OH IpUKaJj uX K ce0e, MbICTIEHHO ITPOK/IMHAS Ty XKECTKOCTh ¥ OTUYKIEHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO
OLTyIIAs OT Kaxkaoro u3 HuX. OH MOMHHUJI, KaK ero MaTh U OTeIl fielajid C HUM UMEHHO TakK, KOrja OH
OBLIT ellle MaTbYUKOM, TIPEeXKe YeM ero OTIPABUIMA B IPUEMHYIO ceMbio. OT TaKUX ITOCUMIETIOK eMY
BCErma CTaHOBUIIOCH Jlerdye. MoxkeT, 3T0 cpaboTaeT U C ero JeThbMu?

- [Tpoctute mens, Tommen, Mupiiesnna. - Po6epT u3psSmgHO YOIUBUIICS KM3-3a CJIOB, YTO HEBOIBHO
BBIPBAJ/IMCh M3 HETO. A TaKXe U3-3a TOTO, YTO CKa3ajl OH UX UCKpeHHe. - f OBl 1epbMOBHIM OTILIOM. U
MHe XKaJlb. ¢ 3Hal0, YTO OHUX CJIOB MaJlo... HO MIPOCTO 3HaNTe, YTO MHe XkaJb. U g obelrao, 4To C
3TOTO MOMEHTa 51 Oy4y ropasno JAy4IIuM oTLoM. f OyAy 3aluinaThk Bac, Kak U MOJ0XKEHO OTILY.

ToMMeH B KOHIIe KOHIIOB PacCiiabuICs HaCTOIBKO, YTO TIOJI0XKHUII T0JIOBY Ha rpyab Pobepra. Ho



MI/IpI.IeJ'IJ'Ia, €ro nmpekKpacHad go4b, BCE elle COIIPOTUBIIAIIACE.

- A 4TO, ecu HaM mOoHamoOuTcs 3amuTa oT [IxKobdpu u maTepu?

[IprMedaHre MepeBOOYNKaA

[Tpanc* - Ha pycckoM He 0c000 3BY4YHUT, TaK YTO OCTaBUJI @HITIMKCKYIO Bepcuto. [Ipaiifa
(mpBa [xobddpr) He U3MEHUN 10 TOU Xe IPUYNHE.
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