K coxanenuio, poMaHTAYECKUY MOMEHT MeXAy Afesnou u bepeHrapoM Oiuics Hemonro. Bckope
II0CJIe TOr0, KaK 9TO HayajoCh, B KOMHATY BOpBaiach ABa; OHa NMPAaKTU4YeCKHU ObIMUNIACh OT IPOCTHU B
cBOéM ceppte. Ecnu Ovl TOrma B3rIsAAbl MOTTIM YOUBaTh, bepeHrap Obl1 OBl y2Ke TTOKOMHUKOM.

YBuUIEB CMEPTOHOCHHIH O/IECK B €€ Tla3aX, bepeHrap HeMeIJIEHHO Havyall YXMBUISITECS B TON XKe
CHUCXOJUTENIbHOU MaHepe, B KaKO# OH IOCTynus ¢ Bonb¢praHroM HE3agoro A0 TOT0, KaK ClioMall
eMy 3amsicTbe. Moomas XKeHIKMHa ObICTPo of0exkaa K bepeHrapy u TKHyJa ero majbleM B I'PYIb,
pexne YeM OTpyTraTh ero, Kak pe6EHKa, KOTOPOTo 3acTali C pyKou B 6aHKe U3-TIOf TeYeHbSI.

- Ter! Uto 1ol Hapenan!?! [ToyeMy THI cIOMall MOEMY MYXY 3anscTbe!?!

Bepenrap npocto mocmestncsa Hag ABoH, B TO BpeMs KakK Afienia B 3aMelIaTeNIbCTBE CMOTPesa Ha HUX
IBOWX; TIOTPATUB BpeMsi, YTOOLI HacIaguThCS MOMEHTOM, bepeHrap, HaKoHell, OTBETHI ABe CBOMM
COOCTBEHHBIM BOITPOCOM.

- YTo UMEHHO TH CKa3ajla CBOEMY MYXKY, YTO IIPUBEJIO €T0 B TAKyIO IPOCTh, YTO OH HAMEPEHHO UCKaJl
MeHs, 4TOOBI HAallacTh Ha MeHsd?

ABa OBICTPO IOHSNA, 4TO Impou3oiuio. OHa Iepecka3alia MyxKy COOBITUSI paHHETO yTPa, AOUOS [0
TOTO, 4TO 00BUHMIA BepeHrapa B TOM, 4YTO OH B3JI0MaJI 3aMOK B €€ BaHHOM, YTOOBI IOATISALIBATE 3a
Heii. TTocne atoro Bonbdranr 6511 r1y00KO BO3MYIIEH ITPeANoIaraeMbIM oBefieHueM bepeHnrapa u
CTPEMMUIJICSI OTOMCTHUThL OT UMEHHU CBOEM JKEeHHI, UTO IIPUBEJIO K HEhIHelIHeH cuTyanuu. OgHako,
npexye 4eM ABa CMOTJIa IIOBEPHYTh 3TO COOBITHE B CBOIO 1O/IL3Y, bepeHrap HapyLua MoTyaHue 1
no0aBUT yTBEPKOEHNE K CBOEMY BOIIPOCY.

- B cnepytomuii pa3 Tebe cnenyeT BEIOpATh JIYUILIYIO aTaKyoIIyio co0aKy; TBOM MYXK HUKYEMHBIH
Aypax.

Bepenrap cxBaTui Afeny 3a PyKy u IOBEJ B KOPUAOD, KOorna ABa u3fasieKa KPUKHYIIA:

- Tel gyMaelb, YTO CMOKeIllb MTOATTISARBATE 3a MHOM B BaHHE, ¥ He OyHeT HUKaKUX I1OCTIeICTBUM?
HHTepecHO, 4TO TBOSI HEBECTa AyMaeT O TBOUX AeUCTBUAX!

Apena OblyIa COBEPIIEHHO ITOpaXkKeHa 3TUMH 00BUHEHUSIMH ¥ HAaCTOPOXKEHHO IIOCMOTpesIa Ha
Bepenrapa; XoTs e¥ X0TeJI0Ch BEPUTh, UTO OH He caesaa Obl 9TOT0, OH U3MeHs el ¢ JIuHmge B
mporuioM. OHa 3Halla, YTO €€ cecTpa Oblyla MPUBIEKATETLHON MOJIOOM XKEHIIWHOM U JIeTKO MOTJIa
moMMarTh B3rnsam bepenrapa.

YBupmes, 94To Afesia CMOTPHUT Ha HETO TaKuM 00pa30M, ABa IIOTHOCTBIO CIIPOBOIIMPOBAJIa THEB
BepeHrapa; BMECTO TOT0, YTOOBI TEPIIETh €€ CJI0BA U IBITATHCS BEXKJIUBO 00BSICHUTH CBOU JEHCTBHS,
OH TIOOIIEN K XKEeHIIMHEe U YOapHU e€ I10 JIUITY, Ipexke YeM OTBETUThL Ha e€ 0OBHHEHUS.

- IImoxa! CHavasa TH MBITAEUILCS COOMAa3HUTh MEHS, a ITIOTOM, KOTHa s OTBEPrai TBOE



IpeioXeHre, Tl HaTPaBIMBaeIlb Ha MEeHs CBOIO co6aky! Temephb TH KJI€BEIIEIb Ha MO0
penyTaiuio! [TOCKONBKY Thl MOSI Ky3WHa, I Oy CHUCXOOUTEJIEH, HO 9TO MOE TOC/IeHee
IpeaynpexaeHue, IONOUIUTE KO MHE eIIé pa3, U 5 103a004yCh 0 TOM, UTOOHI TH ¥ TBOU MYXK
pa3penuiy OOHY U Ty XKe 6e3bIMIHHYI0 MOTHITY, a Telephb yOupaucs ¢ Moux rias!

Aga Onlsta B SIpOCTH He TOIBKO Ha BepeHrapa, HO U Ha Afienly, KOTOpasi CMOTpesia Ha He€ C XKaJl0CThIO;
ycrnbiaB cioBa bepenrapa, Afena 6bly1a JOCTaTOYHO YMHA, YTOOB coOpaTh BOEOUHO TO, YTO
IIPOM301IIIO; B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHAa 3HaJla IOCTaTOYHO 0 XapakTepe bepeHrapa u ABbl, YTOOHE TOYHO
IOTaflaThCsT, YTO MPOU3OIIIIO, YTOOH! BEI3BATH BCIO 3Ty ApaMy. OHa He yIUBHUIIACh OBI, €CIIH OBl €€
cecTpa ABa HapOYHO OCTaBUJIa BaHHY He3alepTol, 4ToOr bepeHrap Mor ciaydaliHo B HEE 3abpecTu.

ABa moTtupana ImEKy, KOTopas Telleph IOKpacHela OT yAapa, OIy4eHHOro elo oT bepeHrapa, ¢ Hel
HUKOI'TIa paHblile Tak He o0pallaluch, ¥ I09TOMY OHa He 3Haja, Kak pearupoBaTh. C OIHOM CTOPOHHI,
OHa XO0TeJjia compaTh ¢ bepeHrapa Koxy xkKuBbeéM. OmHakKo 6osee pallioHaIbHas 4acTh €€ Mo3ra
TOBOpHJIA eH, 9YTO 3TO IIPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO; €€ MYK He ObUI HY [[OCTAaTOYHO YMEH, HU TOCTAaTOYHO
CHUJIEH, 4TOOBI IPUYMHUTD Bpel MojonoMy rpady TUpomsCcKoMy.

Takum 00pa3oM, e€ OerCTBUS BpalllaJduCh BOKPYT TOTO, YTOOB cOeXKaTh CO CIIEHH CO Clle3aMHU Ha
r71a3ax ¥ moXKajaoBaThest oTiy. OmHAKO ABa COBEPIIEHHO He MOI03peBaa, YTO €€ OTell y2Ke 3HaAeT 0
€€ MOMBITKAX HAllPACHO Pa3kITPHIBATE IpaMy U, KaK TaKOBOM, yKe HaMepeBaJICs YCTPOUTh e
OCHOBATEJbHLIH BEITOBOP.

[Tocne Toro, kak ABa CKphlIaCh C MeCTa IPOUCLIECTBUs, Afle/la Hadasla OyThCsa Ha bepenrapa, u
KOTZla OH TIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOH IOCMOTPEThL Ha HEE, OH 3aMeTHJI, UTO €eI[é He COBCEM COPBAJICS C
KpiouKa. [Ipexk[e yeM OH yCIIes 3asiBUTh O CBOEM HEBUHOBHOCTH, AfleNia 3acTaia ero BpacIiyiox
BOIIPOCOM.

- [TogrnsoeiBaelnb 3a MOEH CECTPOH, ITIOKa OHa B BaHHE, fa?

BepeHrap MT'HOBEHHO IIO9YBCTBOBAJI ce0st HeJIOBKO OT OOBMHEHUS U IOILITAJICS 3alllUTUTHCA.

- B cBOI0 3alIMTy CKaxy, YTO OHA OCTaBWJIa ABEPDh HE3AIEPTOM; S IIPOCTO BOILIEI B BaHHY, ITOHSAB, YTO
OHa He 3alepTa; OTKy[aa MHe OBIJI0 3HATh, YTO OHA KyIajach BHYTPH.

C mpyro#t cTopoHsl, Aferne 6b1710 601ee MOO0MBITHO, KAK MHOTO OH BH[IEJI, ¥ IIO3TOMY OHA CIIPOCHUIA
00 3TOM.

- Kak MHOTO THI BUJEL...

BepeHrap pemur, 4To Jiy4ile Bcero OyaeT cka3aTh monymnpasny. OueBUIHO, OH He MOT IT03BOJIUTh
IeBYIIKe y3HaTh, YTO HAXOUT €€ CeCcTPy IIpHBIIeKaTENIbHOM, HO, ec/iu OBl OHA M03Ke y3Halla, YTO OH
COJITaj ef 0 TOM, YTO BU[EJI €€ MOIYyTrojIoN, OHa OBl HaBepPHSIKA BO3MYTHUIIACK.



- Tonmpko €€ obHaxkeHHas Ipyab... OMHaKo oHa Oblla [ajieKo He TaK BeIHKOJIelHa, KakK y JIuHme, ’
II09TOMY OHa MeHsI He coOa3Huma!

Arpena oTpearvpoBaia Tak, Kak bepeHrap He oxupjas; MoJjiofiasi IeByIlKa 3afipoxkaia 0T THeBa, Koraa
IIOHSIJIa, YTO IePBHIM M0oOykKaeHneM bepeHrapa OblJI0 CPaBHUTH TPY/Ib €€ CECTPHI C TPynbio JIuHTe.
Maro Toro, y Hero XBaTHJIO HArJIOCTH ITOXBACTAThCS TE€M, UTO I'Pyab JInHe Oblna BhIilie. Pa3Be 3TO HE
O3Hayaso, 4YTo, Korfia caMa Afie/la HaKOHEIl BEIPACTeT B MOJIHYIO PUTYpY, OHa ToXKe He Oy[eT Tak
Xopo1a, Kak JImHme?

Takum 06pa30M, Apnena MTHOBEHHO HaKpHr4iajla Ha CBOEro KeHuxad, IIpexnge 4eM YMYaTbCA B CBOU
IIOKOH.

- Bepenrap! Tsl 6ombiToH 60BaH!

Bepenrapy noTpe6oBasiock HECKOIBKO MI'HOBEHUM, YTOOLI 0CO3HATH CBOIO OLIUOKY, Mpexkae YeM OH
TIOHSJI, YTO UMEHHO Pa303JIUJI0 MaJIeHbKYIO IeBOYKY. [locie TOoro, Kak 9T0, HaKOHEI],
3a(uKCUPOBAIOCH B €T0 MO3TY, OH IIOJIOXKHUJT JITAJOHb Ha 7100 U TSKeJI0 B3MOXHYJI, pa3roBapuBas caM C
coboi HaegWHE B KOMHATe, Ile Haxoaulachk apda.

- 4 u BupaBAay BEICTPeNUI cebe B HOTY, He Tak JIu?

)%k

[Toka Apmena gynachk B ODMHOYECTBE B CBOEM KOMHaTe, ABa II0XKajioBajach OTLY Ha IIpedroaraeMuie
npocTynku bepeHrapa.

- [Tama, OH MOAT/ISIABIBAI 3a MHOHM B BaHHE, ¥ KOT{Ia MO My2K CTOJIKHYJICSI C HUM, Y HETOISISI XBATHIIO
HATJIOCTH CJIOMaTh eMy 3amscThe! Coemnai 4To-HUOYOh C 9TUM!

B KoHeYHOM CuYé€Te ABa IOYYBCTBOBAJIA, UYTO MOXKET IOJYUYUTh TO, YTO XOUYET, UCIIOJIb3YS CO3MaHHYI0
€10 IpaMy, 1 3TO HOJIZKHO OBIJIO pa30pBaTh IIOMOIBKY bepeHrapa u Apensl. B KoHIlE KOHIIOB, OHa
HEBEPOSTHO 3aBUOOBaJIa TOMY, UTO €€ MJlafllas cecTpa Obl/la TOMOJB/IEHa ¢ bepeHrapoM, yYUTHIBas,
YTO OH ORI HAMHOTO 00JIee OMBITHEIM, YeM e€ MyK. E€ oxBaTuIa SpoCTh, KOTHa OHa y3Haja, YTo
Aperna 3amnony4uiia MyK4YUHY IIOTy4Ile e€.

TeMm He MeHee, OTTO He OBITT UOUOTOM, OH 3HAJI XapaKTePhl CBOUX HeTel, U ABa Obljla OHOW U3
XYOIIUX, KOTO OH BRIPACTHUJI, ©30aI0BaHHKIM PeOEHKOM C HU3KKMM KOBApPCTBOM, KOTOPHIM HAIIPACHO
yCTpauBas gpamy, 4ToOkl pa3Biieds cebs. [I03ToMy OH CMOTpeI Ha He€ CO CTOMYECKHUM BEIPpaKEeHUEM
JINITa, BEIpaXKasi CBOe HeqOBOIbCTRO.

- HperaTI/I HEeCTH YYIIb, ABa, THI IEeHCTBUTEIIHLHO AOyMaelIllb, 9YTO 4 IOBEPIO, 9TO BepeHrap 30€eChb
BuHOBAT? C Tex IIOP KaK THI BEPHYJIACh B 3TOT 3aMOK CO CBOMM MANOTOM MyZXKEeM U TpeMsa JEeTbMH, ThL
TOJIBKO U [€Jlalla, YTO CO3aaBalla HpO6J'IeMBI Apene. I mocTaTOYHO HONTO IIO3BOJISII Tebe JeTCKue



TUPA[B]; Pafy XPUCTA, TH IPaQUHS ¥ MaTh; TOOyMai 0 CBOEM ITOJIOKEHUHU, TIPEXK/Ie YeM IBITAThCS
co6J1a3HUTh XKEHUXA CBOEU CeCTpH!

Aga Orlnta omrenomieHa. bepenrap mepseIM mo6pasncs [0 e€ 0Tlia ¥ pacckasall CBOI0 BEPCHI0 UCTOPUH,
KOTOpas, o CyTH, Obina mpaBmoi. OHa Havaja AyThCS Ha OTIa U YMOJISTh €ro.

- [Tama, moxanyiicra!

OpHako rpad mokayas rojoBOH, IPexk/e YeM CHOBA OTYUTATh CBOIO HOYb.

- TBI XOTh IIpeACTaBIsIellb, KOTO PELINII CIIPOBOLIMPOBaTh? bepeHrap MOpPOYHBIN U XKEeCTOKUU YeJI0BEK
10 OTHOIIIEHUIO K TEM, KTO CTPEMUTCS IPUYUHUTL eMy Bpefl. Y Tebst eCTh XOTh MasleHlnee
IIpefCcTaBIeHre 0 TOM, UTO CIIy4YHUIOCh ¢ JTaMOepTOM Iociie TOro, Kak Ma/buMK Mepelies eMy T0pory?

ABa GBICTPO CKpeCcTHJIa PYKH Ha I'PYOU U cKa3aja He3acayKeHHO CaMOIOBOIBHEIM I'0JI0COM

- CHavasa OH OTIPaBUJI Majb4y¥Ka B TeBTOHCKUN OpMEH, OTKYMa TOT BEPHYJICS C apMHel U OB yOuT
B 6010!

OTTO BCTa/I CO CBOET0 MeCTa ¥ 00HSJI CBOIO MOYb B aKTe 3allyrMBaHUSs, TPeXKe YeM paccKa3aTh er
IIpaBay O CIYYUBIIEMCS.

- 9T0 ouLIMaNbHAsA UCTOPHS; OOHAKO, YETr0 Thl, BEPOSITHO, He CIIHIIAJA, TaK 3TO TOTO, YTO IIOCTIE
TOTO, Kak bepeHrap Mu4yHO yOus CBOETo MIaflIero 6paTa B mMblTy OUTBEL, eMy fanu 4epen JlamGepra
KOTOPYIO ¥ ITPEBPATUIIU B 30JI0TYIO Yallly, B3 KOTOPOU OH MbET KAXK/IbIA HEHB!

Ha muite ABBI OTpa3mIICs y2Kac, KOTla OHa YCJIBIIIAIa 9TO COo0INeHne; HEMeIKHM Hapo He COBepIIa
TAKOTO BapBapCTBa co BpeMeH TéMHEIX BeKOB. TeM He MeHee, bepeHrap BO3POAUI TaKyl0 TUKYIO
TPAAMIINIO, U eT0 OpaT CTasl XKepTBoit. TOJIBKO Temeph MoJIofas XKeHIMHa Havalla ITOHUMAaTh
YyooBHILe, Ha Yeil XBOCT OHA HACTYIIHIA.

Bupsi, 9To €€ mo4b BHE3AMHO 0CO3HA/a ero HaMepeHus, OTTO IPOIOJIKUTI CBOH IOIHITKY 3aIyTraTh
eé, 4TOOBI OHa He CBA3hIBajach ¢ bepeHrapoM B GymyieM.

- Ckaxu MHe, ABa, €C/Iu 3TOT YeJI0BEK I'OTOB IIPOSIBUTH TaKyI0 OUKYI0 KECTOKOCTh 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K
cBoeMy Opaty, KaK THl [yMaelllb, YTO OH CHeJlaeT CO CBOeH Ky3WHOU U €€ UANOTOM MyXKeM? ITOT
YeJI0BEK OJHAaX[bl CTaHET reploroM ABCTPUUCKUM, CTOUT JIX pa3fgpaxkaTh CBOX MIIaflLIyI0 CECTPY,
yTOOB! HaXXUTh TAKOTO MOHYMEHTAIbHOTO Bpara?

ABa MIrHOBEHHO BCIIOMHMIIA O TIPOIIAIbHOM yrpo3e BepeHrapa u moYyBCTBOBAsA, Kak 110 CIIUHE
npobexkasna gpoxkKb, 3aCTaBUB €€ CECTh Ha CTYJI PSIOM C Hel, T0Ka OHa TIIaTeTbHO 06MyMEIBaia CBOU
neyicTBusi. TONBKO TOTHA OHA IOHSIA, YeM 3aKOHYUJICS PUTOBOP €€ OTLA.



- Yo THI UMeeIlb B BUy, TOBOPS, YTO OH OymeT repiorom?

I'pad OTTO TONMBKO MOKAYaJs rojI0BOM U ClIerKa MPOouH(MOPMHUPOBA CBOIO OYb O IPOMOIXKAIOIIEHCS
MOJIUTHYECKON 60pb0e B ABCTpUH.

- Fepuor BunmbMap MEPTB, KaK M ero XXuBLIe HAC/IeNHUKY. BeHa nasna, bepeHrap yxe npennpuHs
YIJIOBKY, YTOOBI MPeTEHO0BATh Ha TUTYJI I'epliora II0Ccjie TOro, Kak OH IIPOrOHUT GaBaplleB C HAIIMX
3eMenb, ¥ He oImubaicsi, y HeT0 eCTh CHITbI YTOOH! cenaTh 9To! THl [OIKHA U3BUHUTHCS ITepe[
BepeHrapoM u CBoei CeCTPOH, MpexXe YyeM BO3SHUKHET HeIPUMHUPHMas Bpaxia.

Oco3HaB, KaKyi0 CepbE3HYI0 OMKUOKY OHa COoBepInuiia, ABa ORICTPO MOKPHIIACH XOJIOOHEIM ITIOTOM M
MoOJT4a MOKJIAach B CBOEM Cepfilie, YTO [aXKe eC/IM el IPUAETCS IPOoJaTh CBOE Tenio bepeHrapy,
YTOOR BOCCTAHOBUTh MX OTHOIIEHHS, OHA PA3PEIIUT 3TOT KOH(PIUKT 10001 IIeHOH.

Koneuno, BepeHrap He IJIaHUPOBAJ HUYET0 MOJOOHOT0; TeTePh, KOTAa PAOOM C HUM ObLIU [IBE
BEpHBIE XKEHIIWHE, eMy He HyxKHa Oblyia TpeTbs. OH Bceria TOBOPHUJI, UTO [IBe XKEHIIUHEI UjeaIbHOe
YUCJIO A7 MyK4YKHbBL. ENWHCTBEHHEIN C10C00, KOTOPEIM OH MOT O IIOAiepKaTh UIEI0 TPEThel,
COCTOSIJI B TOM, YTOOHI 3TO 03HA4asI0 CO3[jaHKe BaKHOTO COI03a C MOTYIeCTBeHHON Haluel. BmecTo
3TOT0 eMy oTpebyeTcss HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi, UTOObl HalTU CII0Cc00 UCIIOIb30BaTh N3BUHEHUS ABHL U €€
MyXa B CBOUX HHTepecax.
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