— Tebe IIPUCHUIICA KOHIMap? - CIIPOCHII OH. A MONMHOCTRIO IIPOCHYJIaCh U 3abkblta, KTO 1. A IIpOCTO
CMOTPeEJIa B €TI0 I''la3d, KaCasdCh €TI0 JIKnIa.

Yro s menato? Oco3HAHKE TOTO, YTO 5 IEPEXO0KY T'PAHUIIBI JO3BOJIEHHOT0, UCITYTaI0 MEHS, U 5
TIOTTBITAIaCh BCKOYUTH C KPOBATH, YTOOH yOexkaTh OT HEro. OH 3aCIIOHWUII MEHST CBOMMHE CUJIbHBIMU
PyKaMmH, TakK, 4YTO BCE, YTO ST MOTJIa CHesaTh, 3TO CTOSITh ¥ CMOTPETh Ha PACCBET 3@ OKHOM.
VimmepaTop BCTas U BEIBEJI MEHS M3 CBOMX ITIOKOEB B MEHBIIINE ITIOKOU HAIIPOTUB, BHIKPAIIEHHEIE B
roJyry6o¥ IIBET U CO BKYCOM YKpallleHHEHIE.

— Ilpocth, ecnu pa36ynun Tebs1, - CKa3all OH, pacciabissch Ha HOBOM KPOBATH, CIIOBHO BOCXOMSIIEe
cojHIle OBITO T0XKbI0. OH BCE elé ObIJT 0YapoBaTelleH, éka Ha MaTpace ¢ 00HaXKEHHOHU TPYObIO U
6ecropsiIOYHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU. MOE JHII0 TOKpacHe0. S HUKAK He MOTJIa IPUBHIKHYTH K €r0
BHEIIIHOCTH, CEP/IIE CIIOBHO Pa3pHIBAJIOCh KaXK/IBIK Pa3, KOT/a s BUAesa ero.

4 oTcTymuna Hasam, HO MMmepaTop BCE elré mepakajl MeHs 3a PYKY U C YXMBITIKOM MOTSHYI 06paTHO.

— Ecnu TH u mansbine Gymenib yoeraTs, MHe IPUOETCS MPUBS3aTh Te0S K cebe, - CKa3all OH.

Hey}KeHI/I OH [IEMCTBUTENIBHO CHEJIAeT YTO-TO OA00HO0E? - InmogyMalia s, a 3aTEM IiepecTalla IIBITaThCA
BBEIPBATHCA.

— Wpu ciofa, - mprKasani OH. 4 MOCyLIHo 1mo3Bonuia MMmnepaTopy MOOTALUThE MeHS K cebe.
HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OH CIlaC MHE XXU3Hb, 0CTABaJICS IIaHC, YTO I MOT'Y YMEPETh OT €r0 PYKHU, eCiu
OH 9TOro0 3axo4eT. OH MOATSAHYJCS, ¥ 5 yIlajla Ha KPOBaTk.

YTo IPOMCXOOUT? - TOAyMaJia 5, C TPeBOTroM IsiAs Ha Hero. MmepaTop 3abpajics Ha MeHs cBepxy. A
3Hal0, YTO MBI CIIUM B OOHOM TIOCTENIH, HO €CJIH 9TO HOJIKHO ITPOU30MTH, He MOT OBl T OBITE Gosee
CTPaCTHHIM B 3TOM. JTO He TO, Yero 5 XoTena.

OH OCMOTpEN Ha MeHS CBePXy BHU3 U C HEKHOU JIaCKOU BBITED CJIE3HI, BCE €Il€ OCTaBaBIIKECS Ha
MoéM nuile. HexxHoe TPUKOCHOBEHNE ObII0 HE3HAKOMEIM.

— Thl BCE elné GOUIIBCA? - CIIPOCU OH. f IIPEATONI0XKUIIa, YTO OH TOBOPUT O IIPOLUION HOYH, KOTTa
yOuiila 4yTh He YOUJI MeHs1. & MOCIeIIHO ToKayasia rojIoBoM Ha ero Bonpoc. Mue Ovu10 He 1o cebe, u
s TIPOCTO X0TeJa, YTOOBI OH OT MeHs oTcTasl. HamapmeHnue ObIJIO CTPALTHEIM, HO MeHS GO0JIbIIIe Iyrajo
3TO He3HAKOMOe [jaBlieHNe Ha MO€ Teslo. MeXay MHOU U 9TUM TBEPAHIM, CUJIBHBHIM MyXK4YUHOU He
OBLIO HUYETo, KpoMe TOHKO MaTepuu!

[TomoruTe MHe! - 3aKpryasa s, ¥ MOE JIUI0 CHOBA CTaJI0 KpacHLIM. { He Obllla TOTOBa K 3TOMY, Belib ¥
MeHs HUKOTT]a paHblile He ObUIO OTHOLIEHUH. f ImbITanach BHICBOOOAUTHCS, HO OCTAHOBUJIACH OT €TI0
BHE3AIHbIX CJIOB.

— MHe Xab, 4TO S HE CMOT 3alllUTUTh TeObs.



OH OBl cepb€3eH. Ero masnbIfsl IpoXKaad Ha MOeH IeKe.

OH rooput 000 MHe uinu o Jlunuane? f KoneOanack MTHOBEHHE, 3aTEM ITOXJIONAia eTo IO CINHe,
4yTOOBI CKa3aThb, YTO BCE B MMOPsigKe. MHe Tak XOTEJIOCh IIPOBECTHU PYKOI 110 €ro BojIocaM, HO 3TO
HaBepHsIKa BhI3BaJio Okl rHeB MMmepaTopa.

A ue Jlunu.

4 momeITanack MBICJIEHHO BHYIIUTE €My 3TOT (l)aKT.

W TH 0eCTBUTEJIPHO CIIaC MEHS.

OH He 3HaJ, 4TO 4 YMe€EI0 TUCaTh, ¥ XO0TA 3TO OBIIIO 3aIlIpemieHo, g Onlta YBE€DPEHA, YTO OH IMPOCTUT
IMHCBMO K HEMY, IIPOYUTAB €TI0 COOEPXKUMOE O TOM, KdK 4 IIEeHIO TO, YTO OH OJIsd MEeHs COeJIall.

ViMmepaTop OTKPHII I'Jla3a OT MOET0 IIPUKOCHOBEHUS, 3aTEM CJIe3 C MEHS B CTOPOHY. 1 He MoTJia
BUMIETH €T0 JIWIIA, 3aPHIBIIUCE B OMESII0, HO YCIIBIIIaNa, KakK OH U3ajl IMPOTSXKHBIN B3I0X. [lompaBisis
omexny, s HarmoMHuIa cebe, 4YTO, HECMOTPS Ha XKapy, HY2KHO HAJeTh YTO-HUOYIb IOTOJIIIIE.

OrNHYBIIKCH, OH CHOBA IIOBEPHYJICS KO MHe. Torfa s MOHsIa, YTO ero Iyia3a BePHYIUCh K 0ORIYHOMY
30JIOTUCTOMY LIBETY. AJIEIe TJ1a3a, KOTOPHIE s BUeJIa MPOIIOH HOYbi0, C BEPTUKAIBHEIMU 3PaYKaMH,
OBLIM TEM aCIIEKTOM, KOTOPHIA MMepaTop HeHaBumen B cebe Gosbine Bcero. Korga oH mo-
HACTOSIIIEMY CEPIOUIICS, €70 30JI0THIE T71a3a CTAHOBUJIUCH MYHIIOBHIMU. JTO OBIIIO TO K€ CaMoe, 4TO U
B OPUTHMHAJIBHOM MCTOPUHU. ET0 T71a3a CTAHOBUIUCH KPACHBIME TOJIBKO B CITy4Yae CepbE3HOM OMAaCHOCTH
WK TITyOOKOU OOUIHL.

¢ He MOTJIa TPEICTAaBUTDb, YTO OH PA303/IUTCS U3-3a TOTO, YTO KTO-TO XOUET MPUYMHUTE BPEN KyKIIe-
pabriHe. Ero HacTosmui rHeB ObIT BEI3BAH TeM, YTO OH AyMar o JIumuaHe.

— [ToueMy THI HY O YEM He CIIpalllMBaelIb? - CIIPOCUT OH BAPYT. & Onina nmotpsiceHa. OH HalpaBUil
CBOH CJIOBa KO MHe, a He K JIunraHe. BO3MOXKHO, OH OEeMCTBUTENIBHO 3HAJ PA3HUIy MeXAYy HaMU.
— Yto cnyvunocs, Jlunu?

Thl HEe MOXKeEITb PAa3JIUYUTD MIPOIIIOe, HAacTosdlee u Oyayiee. Tol He 3HAEIb, KTO 51, He Tak u? i
IIPOCTO KyKJa, KOTopas IIoTepsiyia Tojoc. S He MOTJia TOBOPUTh, laxke ecyu Obl Obl/ila B COCTOSHUMU.
Mowu MEBICTIM yTHETANU MEeHS.

4 He MoOrIa TOBOPUTH C HUM.

4 HU C KeM He MOT/ia TOBOPHUTG.

4 maxxe He MoOrJjIa IETh.



[TocnemHsIsT MBICTTL OBITIa CAMOM y2KaCHOM. [leHue OBIII0O MOEl CTPacThio. f Oblsla HACTOJIBKO
TIOTJIONIEHa aflanTanyel K MMnepatopckomy [IBopily u iMImiepaTtopy, 4YT0 MEHSI HUKOTHa He
6ecIIoKouIo, 4TO OHO McYe3so. [1o 3Toro MoMeHTa. {1 rpy6o cxBaTuila PyKy MMepaTopa u mogHecia
€€ K CBoell miee. Y, BepBrIe, s MOMBITAIACh 3aTOBOPHUT.

— AXx... yX...

3BYK IIPO3ByYasl Kak IIENOT 3/I0T0 Ayxa. ITOo ObLIO ImyTratole. d mouyBcTBOBaia 60Jb B ropie U
IIPUBKYC KPOBU, BO3MOXKHO, OT TOT0, YTO MHE COABUJIU T'OJIOCOBHIE CBA3KH, M3-3a Yero Hadania
KaIJIATh.

JIuuio iMniepaTtopa IpeBpaTUiIoCh B N€M. 4 MOCIENIHO OTIIYCTHIA ero PyKY U 3aKphlja PoT.
[Tocnemuui Kallenab IIPOCOYMIICS CKBO3b MOM MajbIkl. He Hy2KHO OBIIIO 3TOTO fenaTh, - IogyMana 5.

WmnepaTop cen. He risigs Ha MeHs, OH Pe3KO CKasal:

— ¢ noHuUMalo.

3aTeM OH IOOHSI CBOI0 MAHTHIO U BHIIIE] U3 KOMHATHI.
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