«41 yyBCcTByI0 cebst Tak riymo». OH 3HaJ, YTo A3TEHUS Ha CaMOM Jiejie He BrIOMpasa ero B Ka4ecTse
CBOEr0 COMPOBOKaroero. He ObII0 HU OMHOM MPUYKMHEL, TI0 KOTOPOM OHA MOTrjia OBl TaK MOCTYIIUTh.
Tak moyemy e OH [0 CUX IIOP He IIOHMMAJI, YTO ero JIMYHOCTD y2Ke pacKphiTa? KO3esio X0Tenocs
pBaTh Ha cebe BOJIOCHI.

Ecnu 0wl ero TaiiHa Ovlla packphiTa, Jleii3a He cTaia Obl MoT4aTh 00 9TOM. KO3€emb 130 BCexX CUl
cTapaJsics fepxkaTh ceOst B pyKaxX U IMXOPafoyHO MCKaJ peleHne. Eciou ero pazo6iayar 3[eck, 3TO
HUCKOJIBKO He TOUAET Ha I0Ib3y AsTeHuHu. «Ee MOryT IToCUuTaTh IPOCTO IIOCTPafaBIIen... X0Ts
HeT». Bcio BuHY nepesoxumny 6bl Ha Hee. KO3emb rmy00KO0 B3TOXHYJI U OIIYCTHII TOJIOBY.

— O, BHI 3[1eCh, — PANOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYIIA Jlei3a. YyBCTBYs cebs Tak, CIOBHO eMy OBIN BEIHECEH
CMepTHHIN mpurosop, FO3ems MeaneHHO mOgH Toj1oBy. [lepen HuM cTostin Cegpuk, KOTOPOTO OH
BCTpeyas MHOTO pa3 mpexme. OH Obln ofeT B 60jiee MOIHYIO OfeXK Ay, YeM 0ObIYHO, KOTOpas Oblyia
aKKypaTHO BhITJIaxkKeHa, HO Ha ero yuile O6bl10 camoe 00bIYHOE BeIpaxkeHue. Kaszanoch, 0H He
yIOUBUIICS, YBULEB 31ech F03ens.

— KOcwuans! — B3BOIHOBAaHHO BCKpMYAJ OH, MpuOIuKasich K FO3ero.

— XMm?..

— KO3emnb. JaBHEHHKO MBI HE BUIEIIHUCh.

FO3enb He MOT CKa3aTh, K KoMy obpatiancs Cegpuk, K IPUHIY UM COMPOBOXKAaIneMy npuHiia. OH
CTOSITT HEIIOOBUKHO, Korfa CempuK BOPYT OOHSIII €TO0.

— B 4yeMm meno? Pa3Be 3TO CTPAaHHO — BUMAETH MEHS 37IeCh, B uMmepun? — OH BeCeo pacCMescs.
3BYK ero cMexa Obl 3HaKOM yimaMm FO3ensi. KO3enb OTKPHUT POT U TYT Ke 3aKpHIJI €T0, He 3Has, 4TO
CKa3arTh.

‘-Iepes MTHOBEHHE €My HaKOHEIl YIaJIOChk IIPOU3HECTHU:

— CeJIpI/IK... — 3Jt0 O0mbllle HATTOMUHAJIO CTOH.

— VX THI, a 9 yXK ObIJIO TOTyMaJ, 4TO TH 3a0b1 Moe uMst! — C ynbibKoit o6rneruenuss Ceagpuk XJIOMHYI
HO3ena o cnuue. Yoap cierka nonTonkHys FO3ens Brepen 1 HaMeKHYII Ha TO, YTO 3TO
NEVCTBUTEIbHO PEabHOCTG.

«CenpuK He MOHSJ, KTO 5 TaKoi». KO3enb X0Tes JOTPOHYTHCS 40 CBOETO JIUIIA, HO PEIIHII 9TOTO He
nenatb. OH B3T/ISHYI Ha IPUHIIECCY U YBUIET, YTO BHIpAXKEHMe ee JIHIa CIerKa H3MeHHIIOCh.

— Brarogapio Bac, Ballle BETMYECTBO, 3a TO, YTO ITO3BOJIMIIK MHE BCTPETUThCS ¢ FO3eneM. Bosbimoe
BaM cracuoo.



— AX, — BoCK/MKHYJIa Jleii3a, B 9TOM KOPOTKOM CJIOBE ITPO3BYYasI0 MHOXKECTBO aMoIuii. OHa
3am03[aio yIbIOHYMachk. — 1 ToXke pajia BUOETh, YTO B IBOE TaK CYACTIIMBE CHOBA BCTPETUTHCS

IPYT C IPYTOM.

KO3ens cocpemoTounn cBou B3rnsn Ha Cegpuke. OH HU B KOeM Mepe He BHITIIsAIeN HeoOYHEIM. OH
Ben ce0s Tak, Kak O0ynro KO3enb Ov1 HacTOSAMIKUM IpuHILleM. CeIpuK YXMBIIBHYJICS U IOMOIIEN K
HeMmy. OH maxe oOHsT KO3ens 3a mmeyn.

— B ueMm menmo? — mopapmpa3HuBal oH. — Pa3Be MBI 00JIbIlIE HE APY3bs, IOTOMY YTO ThI XKeHaT? 3HAYUT
TaKue IepeMeHbl MPOUCXOMOST MOCTe XKeHUTHOBI?

— H-Her... 9T0 coBceM He Tak. — FO3enb mokayas rojsoBor. OH SICHO OIIyLlaa TSIXKeCTb PYKU
Cenpuka Ha CBOEM IIJIede, HO BCe 3TO IO-IIPeXKHeMY Ka3asioch HepeanbHEIM. KO3eI10 Ka3anoch, 4To
OH BUJUT COH.

«MoxeT ObITh, OBII0 OBl NTyullle, ecu 661 CegpUK CHOBA XJIOMHYJI MEHS II0 CIIUHE», — OLIEJIOMJIEHHO
nogyMait oH. OH 60sI7ICST, 9YTO ceryac OTKPOeT riia3a u yBuguT CegpuKa, CHOBA MPHOIMKAIOMIETOCS K
HEeMY, HO OBITIO He TI0X0XKe, YTO OH IIPOCHETCS B OyuKaniiee BpeMs.

— Brnarogapto Bac, Baile Benu4ecTBo. — HK)3emb OmyCTHII rOJIOBY, YYBCTBYS ceOs1 HEMHOTO
obompeHHBEIM. — Brarogaps BaM s CMOT BCTPETUThCSI ¢ CeIpuKOM BIEpPBHIE 3a JoNroe Bpemsi. He
3HAI0 fMaxke, Kak 071arogapuTh Bac 3a TO, YTO TakK M03a00TuiIuch 000 MHE... — YeM GobIle 0H
TOBOPHUJI, TeM OOJIbIIIE €My XOTEeJI0Ch cMesThcsd. OH He TIOHUMaJ, KaK BCe MOTJIO TaK yadHO
CIIOXKUTHCS, HO OBIII0O HECKOJIPKO HEOCTIOPUMEIX Bellledt — CelpuK He MoHM, uTo KO3emb He OBl
npunieM KOcusneMm, a npuHiiecca Jleii3a He packpsiia TauHy FO3ens.

HamameHnue, KOTOpoe OHa IJIaHWPOBaia Ha A3TeHuI0, ObII0 copBaHO. K)3emb HAKOHEI-TO CMOT
JTydye3apHO YIBIOHYThCS.

— 4 ToxXe pafa BUOETh BaC IBOUX TAKMMU CYACTIMBLIMU... — Ee TOH OB TUXUM OT Pa304apOBaHUS.
HO3enp yBupen, kak Jlei3a mpumnogHsiaa OpoBb, ¥ MOHSII, YTO KTO-TO IIOJTYYUT BEITOBOP 3a TO, YTO
TOJIBKO YTO ITPOH3OIIIIO.

— Barme BenuuecTBo, 61aromapst Balen a00e3HOCTH 110 OTHOLIEHHW0 K KOcuarmio, s cMor
IIPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha Oasny B uMmnepuu. S He 3HaAI0, Kak Bac Omarogaputh. — CeIpuK IOIHS TOJIOBY, U
Ha ero JIUIle MOSIBUITUCH CJie3kl. Ka3amoch, OH medCTBUTENbHO OBLI TPOHYT TEM, YTO OHA Chesasa.

— 910 He npobnema. YeM Gosblire 0Ol CYaCTIUBE, TeM ydiie. — Temeps Jle#3a ropopusia mo4Tu
CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yObl. OHa TTy00KO BAOXHYIA, TPeXk/ie YeM MPOMOJIKUTh: — BEI IBOe MOXKeTe
UATH. BaM, MOMKHO GBITh, €CTh YTO OOCYOUTH IIOCIIE TOTO, KaK BH HE BUMENTUCH CTOIIBKO BPEMEHHU.

— §1 mefiCTBUTENIbHO He 3HAIO, KaK OTIUIATUTH BaM 3a YCIyry... S HUKoraa He 3abymy 3Toro, Baiie
BeJINYECTBO. — HO3e/b OIyCTHII TONIOBY B OKJIOHE. OH He cobupasics 3a0bBaTh, KAK OHA YCOMHUIIACh
B €r0 INYHOCTH ¥ NpuBesa cioga CelpuKa 1 KakK MbITallaCh HAHECTH yAap ASTeHUH.



FO3enpb moksIoHMICS U TOIIeN K Beixony, Ceapuk mocnenosan 3a HUM. Ciiyra ¢ HEJOBOJIBHEIM BUIOM
IIPOBOOMII IBYX MYKYUH 00pPATHO B 3aJl IJjist MpreMoB. [laxe MMocye TOTo, KaK CIyra CKPBIJICS U3 BULY,
HO3enpb u Cenpuk HUYETO HE CKa3aju Opyr APYTY.

«B03M0XkHO, OHY BCe ellle HabmonawT 3a HaMu». OCTOPOXKHOCTH He TOBpenuT. K03emb B3TNIHy I Ha
Cenpuka C 3aCTEHUMBOU yNBIOKOM. YeI0BeKOM, KOTOPHIM OBLT eMy OpyroM, Obii mpuHI KOcuans, a He
caM FOzenb. OH He 3HAJ, YTO CKa3aTh ¥ CTOUT JIM BOOOIIIE YTO-TO TOBOPUThH. Beakuit pas, Korma
Cenpuk u puHI Becenunuch, K03emnb Bcerga OBUT B Tpex-dueThpex ¢yTax OT HUX, OCMaTpUBasi
OKPECTHOCTH.

— XM-M... d... — Hayan Cegpuk. — [TpusitHo Obin0 TeOst MOBUAATh. — Temneps OH Ben cebs 1o-
IPyroMy — He Tak [pYyxKeno0HO, KaK B IPUCYTCTBUU NIPUHIIECCH. TO, KAK OH TOBOPUJI U BeJ cebs,
co37aBa’o elre 60IbIIyI0 HEJITOBKOCTh. CeqpUK MOTep 3aTHIIOK, IPeXk/ie YeM B3JOXHYTh. — [Ipomaii...
u... — OH 3aCTOHaJI, NHTAasACh T0f00paTh IPaBUIbHEIE CI0BA, YTOOH! IONpomaThcs. KO3enb Kpenko
CXBaTUJI IPOTAHYTYI0 pyKy Cenpuka, ¥ TOT HaKOHeI] CKa3an: — beperu ce0s.

Yro momxkeH OvI cKa3aTh HO3emnn? [TpoBemu BpeMsi ¢ KomdopTom? YTo 0H OBLI paj ero BumeTh? Bee
3TO He UMeJI0 CMBICIIa, TT09TOMY FO3e/b OTBETHUII NMUIb «KOHEUHO», TIPEeXK/e YeM CHOBa 3aMOJT4aTh.
IIBoe MyK4uH OBICTPO 0OMEHSNKCH B3rngnaMu. Cempuk cxkan pyKy FO3ess U CKpHIICS B TONIIE.
FO3enb Tymo ycTaBUJICS Ha CBOIO PYKY.
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